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INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 18, 1978 

House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassinations, 

W ashing ton, D.G. 

The committee met at 9 a.m., pursuant to notice in room 2172, the 
Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Richardson Preyer, presiding. 

Present: Representatives Preyer (presiding), Stokes, Fauntroy, 
Dodd, Ford, Fithian, Edgar, Devine, McKinney, Thone, and Sawyer. 

Also present : G. Robert Blakey, chief counsel and staff director; Ed- 
ward Evans, chief investigator; Michael C. Eberhardt, assistant de- 
puty chief counsel ; Gene R. Johnson, deputy chief counsel ; Peter G. 
Beeson, staff counsel; Alan B. Hausman, staff counsel; William Webb, 
staff counsel; and Kenneth McHargh, staff counsel; Elizabeth L. 
Berning, chief clerk. 

Mr. Preyer. The committee will come to order, a quorum being 
present. 

The Chair will ask everyone to please take their seats. Let me again 
caution all of you in the audience that when J ames Earl Ray is being 
brought into the hearing room that you will keep your seats and remain 
stationary. That applies to the media as well as to all of the spectators 
in the hearing room. 

The Chair will ask the marshals to escort James Earl Ray into the 
hearing room. 

[Mr. Ray was escorted into the hearing room.] 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair will recognize the chairman of the Martin 
Luther King Subcommittee, Congressman Walter Fauntroy. 

Mr. Lane. Before the questioning begins I w 7 ould like to make an 
objection under your rule 3.5 relative to yesterday’s transcript, August 
17 of this year, page 146, in which Mr. Stokes said, “So we understand 
what you have testified to here to this afternoon and this morning, 
you left Los Angeles shortly after the media announced that Dr. King 
was coming East. You filed the change of address form showing you 
intended to be in Atlanta,” et cetera. 

We were given a very poor copy, as seems to be the method here, 
of the documents, so that it was very hard for us to read in examining 
the documents to be able to challenge that statement. We now know 
that the statement was entirely false. The form which the committee 
got its headlines about, this change of address form, has a date on it. 
So does the Herald Examiner, the media announcement that Mr. 
Stokes made reference to. The whole presentation of the evidence was 
to tell the American people that James Earl Ray probably saw this 
newspaper, decided then to go to Atlanta, and filed this form. 

(1) 
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But when you read the newspaper clipping you can see it is dated 
March 18, 1968, and the form was filed the day before — the day before. 
This was, I believe, a deliberate effort to deceive us, to deceive the 
American people, and a false statement was made by Mr. Stokes in 
this record. 

In the first place, I am going to ask that the record be clarified, that 
the date on the larger document, which I have, be read into the record 
and that in the future we not be deceived by being given documents 
which are so blurred and so illegible that that kind of deception by 
Mr. Stokes can be perpetrated upon my client and upon the American 
fjeople. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Stokes, do yon have any comment ? 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Chairman, I think the document will speak 
for itself. The record of the proceedings yesterday will speak for 
itself. I am not going to even respond to counsel’s comments with ref- 
erence to deception. 

Mr. Lane. Because we don’t have a copy on which a date may be 
read, may we have the large F-52 placed there so that the date, which 
is legible on there, can be read into the record. May that be done? 

Chairman Stokes. I think the document has already been read into 
the record and is a part of the record. 

Mr. Lane. But the document which is a part of the record is illeg- 
ible. That is the point on this crucial question. May we just take a 
look at that and have the date read into the record? That is all we are 
asking. 

Mr. Preyer. What is the date that you requested be read into the 
record ? 

Mr. Lane. The date which appears on your MLK F-52, the post- 
mark showing that this was mailed by Mr. Ray, indicating he was 
going to Atlanta the day before the Herald Examiner was published 
with a little clipping about Dr. King going to Atlanta. 

Mr. Preyer. Specifically, what date is it ? The Chair will be glad to 
clarify the record if we can understand what date you are talking 
about. 

Mr. Lane. The postmark here, which says March 17, the day before 
the newspaper was published in Los Angeles. March 17. It is obliter- 
ated on the copy given to us but clear on the copy that you have. Will 
the record reveal someone in the committee will come here and read 
that into the record — March 17 ? 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Chairman, the blown-up exhibit is also a 
part of the records of this committee and of the proceedings during the 
entire course of this hearing, and the date, March 17, which appears 
on there, should appear in the record as the date on that change of 
address card. There is no problem with that being entered as part of it. 

As far as the newspaper article, your client denied having seen the 
newspaper, so consequently he cannot be damaged by something he did 
not see. 

Mr. Lane. You said, you said, yesterday, “You left Los Angeles 
shortly after the media had announced that Dr. King was coming east. 
You filed a change of address form showing you intended to be in 
Atlanta.” You didn’t disregard it. You weren’t basing your false state- 
ment upon his denial but upon your distortion of the record and the 
fact that you gave us documents which were illegible, and that is a 
sham action by this committee. We want the truth. 
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Mr. Sawyer. Could we have a little order and stop counsel from 
tirading ? 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair will note that the date of March 17 is the 
date which appears on the document in question and will be glad to 
clarify the record for that purpose. 

Mr. Lane. Thank you. I have a motion at this time. 

Yesterday we called for the production of the handwritten docu- 
ments by Mr. Ray which this committee has, in which he stated in 
clarity, perhaps in error, but certainly in clarity, and he insisted he 
was not in error, every motel and hotel that he stopped in between 
March 30 and April 4. You now have your big headlines. Your docu- 
ment has been published in all of the newspapers around the country. 
May we now have the truth ? 

We again call for the production of the original handwritten docu- 
ments by Mr. Ray so he can refresh his recollection and give you the 
facts as clearly as lie can. 

We also call for the production of all of the FBI reports which you 
have showing where he was on April 1 and 2. 

We also call for all of your investigative reports, because I am sure 
you checked out — may I just finish my question? I am sure you 
checked out his statement which you have from Mr. Huie's notes, 
which he gave to Mr. Huie, as to where he was, the hotels and the 
motels and the cities that he claims he checked into. We ask for all 
of that material at this time. 

We had asked for it yesterday, you said it would be made available, 
we still have not had it. You are the sole repository of this informa- 
tion which you have been suppressing since we have been asking for 
it. We ask for it again now. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Lane, the Chair has been very tolerant with your 
discussion of these matters. Let me state once again the purpose of this 
hearing. I know it may appear that the Chair seems to be in the 
business of cutting you off. 

Mr. Lane. Yes. 

Mr. Preyer. But what I am only trying to do is carry out the rules 
of the House of Representatives and the rules of this committee. This 
is a legislative factfinding hearing. This committee cannot convict 
Mr. Ray of anything. On the other hand, we cannot grant him a new 
trial. That can only be done through the court system. The rules are 
very different in a legislative hearing than in a courtroom proceeding. 
Here the witness, Mr. James Earl Ray, is the star. He can testify to 
anything he wants to testify to. We have freely allowed him to testify 
to it. 

Mr. Lane. You are not giving him the documents he has asked for. 
That is the point. We are not talking about the star system here. We 
are asking for basic decency. 

Mr. Preyer. Allow the chairman one moment to speak without 
interruption. 

Mr. Lane. Of course. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Ray has not been cut off. He will not be cut off. 
The attorney, on the other hand, is only here to advise the client as to 
his constitutional rights. You have been cut off from time to time, 
in accordance with the rules of the House. 

Now, the committee will insist that it control the proceedings in this 
hearing room and that the rules of the House will be followed. 
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At this time, we will not hear any further arguments on this point. 

Mr. Lane. We are not prepared 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair will deny the motion. 

Mr. Lane [continuing]. We are not prepared to proceed until we can 
look at those documents. You are the sole repository of all of that 
information. You know where James Earl Kay was on March 30, 
April 1, 2, and 3. You have those investigative reports and they are in 
his own handwriting. He wants to look at them so he can clarify the 
record. You have your headlines already, now can we get the truth? 
All we are asking for are the documents which you have which he 
wrote out, almost contemporaneously. 

It is unfair not to let him see those documents and rely upon his 
memory of 10 years. 

There is not a member here who could tell us where he was moment 
by moment on his vacation a year ago, or some junket. 

Mr. Preyer. This is not a court. You are not entitled to make these 
motions. If your client does not want to submit to f urther cross-exami- 
nation this committee will not force him to. 

On the other hand, if he wishes to go forward at this time the Chair 
will recognize Congressman Fauntroy for further questioning. 

Mr. Lane. I will consult with my client at this time about his wishes, 
in view of your ruling, which denies in all of the documents which 
would be available to any person in any congressional hearing or any 
trial in the so-called Free World. 

Mr. Preyer. You will consult your client? 

Mr. Lane. Yes. 

Mr. Ray. Mr. Chairman, these papers we are referring to, the ones 
I gave to William Bradford Huie approximately 10 years ago, I made 
these available to the committee and it was my understanding that they 
were supposed to give them back to me, but, however, I never was, 1 
never did receive them back. There are various things in there that it 
is difficult for me to recollect now that I could recollect 10 years ago, 
including those maps where I was at April 29, 30 and so on and so 
forth, March — 1968. 

In addition to that, I understand that Mr. Fauntroy has a map here 
of Atlanta that I was supposed to draw certain areas on. I think I 
also furnished that map to Mr. Huie. So I can’t very well respond to 
questions about maps, if I don’t have something for recollection. So 
if I can’t get this material I don’t think I could continue to testify. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair will recognize Mr. Stokes. 

Chairman Stones. For a point of clarification, Mr. Ray, weren’t all 
of the documents which we received from you returned to you ? 

Mr. Ray. No. 

Chairman Stokes. Tell us specifically what you gave us that we have 
not yet returned to you. 

Mr. Ray. The interview with Dan Rather on CBS ; the Huie mate- 
rial that Jack Kershaw gave you. This was material I gave William 
Bradford Huie in 1968. There may have been some other small 
items which I don’t recall, but I do recall specifically those two items, 
the Dan Rather and Huie material. 

Chairman Stokes. All right. Mr. Chairman, can we recess for just 
5 minutes until we ascertain whether or not there are documents in 
the possession of this committee which have not been returned to him ? 
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Mr. Preyer. Yes, the Chair would be glad to do that. The Chair 
certainly is interested in making sure Mr. Ray has every assistance he 
needs in testifying. 

Mr. Lane. We are pleased to hear about that. We have asked about 
this for 24 hours. 

Mr. Preyer. We don’t want to keep any documents from Mr. Ray. 

The committee will stand in recess informally for about 5 minutes. 
Please remain seated in the hearing room. We will ask the spectators 
not to leave at this time. 

[A brief recess was taken.] 

Mr. Preyer. The committee will resume its sitting, a majority being 
present, a quorum being present. The marshals are asked to bring 
Mr. Ray into the hearing room and then the Chair cautions all the 
audience to please remain seated and stationary when Mr. Ray is 
brought into the room. The marshals will bring Mr. Ray in. 

[Mr. Ray is escorted into the room.] 

Mr. Preyer. In order to clarify this matter, the Chair will call on 
staff member, Eddie Evans, to give us information about what docu- 
ments he received at the Brushy Mountain Prison from Mr. Ray. Mr. 
Evans. 

Mr. Evans. Mr. Ray, do you know me ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Evans. Do you know that I was at Brushy Mountain on eight 
occasions and interviewed you ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Evans. Do you know on some of these occasions you voluntarily 
drew maps when you were making an effort to explain to us different 
locations you had been at? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Evans. What was done with those maps? Were they Xeroxed 
there at the prison ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Evans. Were copies furnished to you ? 

Mr. Ray. I don’t know if they were or not. 

Mr. Evans. Were documents that you provided us, were Xeroxed 
copies made at the prison ? 

Mr. Ray. Things that I do at the prison — you’re talking about mate- 
rials you got from me at the prison, not the Huie papers. 

Mr. Evans. Not the Huie papers. I am talking about the documents 
that you provided us with during the interviews. 

Mr. Ray. Yeah; I think Jack Kershaw has them, and he claims 
they’re his under some type of legal theory. I don’t have them. 

Mr. Evans. Did the committee leave you with a copy of vour 
documents? 

Mr. Ray. Yes; I think you left them with the attorney, Jack 
Kershaw. 

Mr. Lane. I don’t think there is really any need to raise your voice 
in asking a very simple question, no matter what the Government em- 
ployees in the audience. 

Mr. Preyer. Proceed, Mr. Evans. 

Mr. Ray. I don’t want those documents anyway. 

Mr. Evans. Every document you gave us at the prison, if it was an 
original document of yours, was it Xeroxed in the prison by the prison 
personnel ? 
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Mr. Ray. Yes ; I think it was always Xeroxed. 

Mr. Evans. And returned to you. 

Mr. Ray. It was returned to Mr. Kershaw ; he has them. 

Mr. Evans. They were returned to you or your attorney in your 
presence ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes ; that’s correct. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Evans.. 

The Chair will recognize Mr. Jeremy Akers for some further in- 
formation on this subject, 

Mr. Akers. Mr. Chairman, approximately 1% years ago, I com- 
municated with Mr. William Bradford Huie in an attempt to obtain 
from him copies of a series of handwritten statements which had been 
provided to him through Mr. Arthur Hanes by Mr. Ray in which 
Mr. Ray described his travels and actions from th© time he escaped 
from Missouri State Prison to the time he was captured in London, 
England. 

Mr. Huie told me that he was no longer in possession of those hand- 
written documents, that they at that time were in the possession of his 
attorney, Mr. Gareth Aden of Nashville, Tenn. He said he had no 
objection to providing the committee with copies of those statements. 

I then contacted Mr. Aden and requested copies of the statements. 
Mr. Aden then sent copies of those handwritten statements to me by 
Air Express. Those copies of those statements are now in the posses- 
sion of the committee. 

At no time, to my knowledge, did the committee ever receive copies 
of those statements from Mr. Ray. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Akers. 

Finally, the committee recognizes Mr. Blakey to complete the back- 
ground on this subject. 

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, I would note that several members of 
the committee, including the chairman, Mr. Edgar, Mr. Sawyer, and 
Mr. Devine, traveled to Brushy Mountain, Tenn. on July 21, 1978. 
Present at that meeting was Mr. Mark Lane, counsel for Mr. Ray, and 
Mr. Ray himself. Recordings of that conference were made by Mr. 
Lane and by the committee, and I would like to read a portion of that 
at this time. 

And I will read it by identifying the speaking person as I introduce 
each item of material : 

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Ray, let me clarify one thing. You indicated that you couldn’t 
remember all of what you had said to the committee. You have copies of the 
transcripts that were made of all your private conversations with the committee, 
don’t you? 

Mr. Ray. No; I don’t have them. I don’t — do you have them? 

Mr. Lane. Yes. 

Mr. Ray. Well, it doesn’t make any difference anyway, but the only thing is, 
it may be certain areas where I didn’t testify before the staff and which could 
come up in the statement. 

Mr. Blakey. Frankly, I just wanted to clarify that because as Mr. Lane, I 
am sure, will indicate we’ve had a Uttle problem with the mail occasionally. We 
have sent things to him and, or at least I have directed people to send things 
to him, and apparently did not always get there. Now, we did really some months 
ago send to Mr. Lane typewritten transcripts and I think copies of the tapes for 
all of your interviews, and if there was anything Uke that that we had that has 
not gotten to you, we really wanted to find out about it so that we could get it to 
you long before your appearance. 

Mr. Ray. Well, I don’t think I’ll need it. I know. I attempted once to get ma- 
terial I gave William Bradford Huie. This was typewritten, handwritten material 
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that I gave him in 1968, and I think that would help my recollection. I finally 
got a copy of it in 1972 and I gave it to an attorney and I wasn’t able to get it 
back. 

I think Jack Kershaw, while he was representing me before the committee, 
he got a copy of it from an attorney in Chattanooga who got it from another 
attorney. I was going to get a copy of it from Mr. Kershaw but he didn’t want 
to finance the Xeroxing and I think he turned it over to this committee. So, I 
never did get it, but I don’t believe I’ll need it anyway. 

Mr. Lane. Would you like to make a request of that to the chairman? 

Mr. Ray. No. I don’t think. I think I can get along without it. 

Mr. Chairman. Is there anything that you have asked our committee or our 
staff people for that you have not been given to you? 

Mr. Ray. No, the only thing I ever asked the staff for was a copy of the 
transcript of, I think the guilty plea proceedings. I think Mr. Blakey mailed a 
copy of it to me. That’s the only thing I have ever asked for. 

Mr. Chairman. OK. 

Mr. Lane. I do not know what that is about except that at this point 
there is a great controversy about an area which is covered in those 
documents and Mr. Ray said yesterday he would like to see the docu- 
ments. That is all we are asking for, to look at those documents. 

Mr. Preyer. This background has been brought out to explain why 
the 20,000-word document is not present here in court ; that is, it was 
not anticipated it would be needed. We will make that document avail- 
able to you. It will probably be later this afternoon before we would be 
able to get it to you. The committee will make it available to you. 

Mr. Lane. Thank you. We did ask for it yesterday, Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. In the meantime, the Chair will ask all questioners if 
they will attempt to avoid that area. The Chair will recognize Con- 
gressman Fauntroy at this time. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ray. Pardon me, could I just say one more thing, Mr. Chair- 
man? I got four papers here I would like to enter them into as ex- 
hibits. One of them are supplements to the statements I made and the 
committee may want to ask me some questions about these. If I could 
enter them in now and maybe later on I could get a Xeroxed copy of 
them back. 

Mr. Preyer. Will the clerk take the documents of Mr. Ray and mark 
them for identification, and we will offer them into evidence. 

Mr. Ray. One of them is a letter from the National Archives that I 
received July 11, 1978. Another one is a — they pertain to the material 
now sequestered in the National Archives pertaining to the Martin 
Luther King case. 

The other one is an article by columnist Jack Anderson, dated Octo- 
ber 10, 1975. This article, Mr. Anderson, he’s referring to these tapes. 
I will just quote a section of it. 

He said : 

Witnesses recalled that some supporters of Dr. King let their jubilation get out 
of hand, brought prostitutes in the hotel and raised a ruckus. The witness re- 
members clearly that King was not among them but on the contrary, tried to 
quiet the celebration. 

I read that to try to make the point there is nothing in these papers 
that, tapes that would embarrass anyone. 

The other document is by another columnist named Paul Scott, 
dated July, 1978. 1 will quote an excerpt from him : 

While committee probers have reviewed all the FBI investigative reports on 
the King assassination, they still have not sought permission to examine hun- 
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dreds of other FBI documents and tapes on the 1968 activities of King associates 
which a Federal judge ordered sealed in February 1977. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Ray, the Chair does not want to interrupt you on 
this. What is your argument about the documents as to what they say 
and what they contend is properly a matter that should be taken up at 
the conclusion of all of your testimony, and you will be given time to 
make a statement. We will at this time have these documents marked 
and entered into the record, and then if you wish to comment on them 
further, when you have completed your testimony, we will recognize 
you at that time. 

Mr. Ray. Yeah, well, it was my understanding I would be leaving 
here today and I just wanted to get these in the record. 

Mr. Preyer. All right. If the clerk will mark those for the record. 

[The documents referred to were marked for identification for the 
record, and follow :] 
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General National Archives 

Services and 

Administration Records Service Washington, DC 204GS 


July 11, 1978 


Mr. James E. Ray #65477 
Brushy Mountain Prison 
Petros, TN 37845 

Dear Mr. Ray: 

This is in reply to your letter of June 27, 1978, concerning records 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation relating to Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

On January 31, 1977, the United States District Court for the District 
of Columbia ordered that: 

"within ninety (90) days of the date of the entry of this Order, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation shall assemble at its 
headquarters in Washington, D. C. , all known copies of the 
recorded tapes, and transcripts thereof, resulting from the 
FBI's rrdcrophonic surveillance, between 1963 and 1968, of the 
plaintiff's former president, Martin Luther King, Jr.; and all 
known copies of the tapes, transcripts and logs resulting from 
the FBI's telephone wiretapping, between 1963 and 1968, of the 
plaintiff's offices in Atlanta, Georgia and New York, New York, 
the home of Martin Luther King, Jr. , and places of public 
accomodation occupied by Martin Luther King, Jr." 

The Court further ordered: 

"that at the expiration of the said ninety (90) day period, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation shall deliver to this Court 
under seal an inventory of said tapes and documents and shall 
deliver said tapes and documents to the custody of the National 
Archives and Records Service, to be maintained by the Archivist 
of the United States under seal for a period of fifty (50) 
years." 

It was also ordered that: _ 

"the Archivist of the United States shall take such actions as 
are necessary to the preservation of said tapes and documents 


MLK Exhibit F-113 




but s h a l l not disclose the tapes or documents, or their contents, 
except pursuant to a specific Order from a court of competent 
Jurisdiction requiring disclosure. w 

These records have not been made available to any researchers since they 
have been in the custody of the National Archives. Access to the records 
would require an appropriate court order. We do not know if any 
researcher has attempted to obtain such an order. 

The records are intact as received from the F.B.I. and are stored in a 
se cxire area. 

If we can be of any further assistance, please let us know. 

Sincerely, 



CLARENCE IF. LTON5, JR. 
Chief 

Judicial and Fiscal Branch 
Civil Archives Division 


MLK Exhibit F-113 — (Continued) 
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THE TENNE5SEAN, Fridoy, October 10, 1975 


Clearing Up Martin 
Luther King Smeary 


WASHINGTON - Associates 
,the late Dr. Martin Luther 
Ag Jr. have asked us to inves- 
gate the FBI’s smear charges 
gainst him and to publish our 
west findings. His widow, they 
iy, hopes we will clear his 
a me. 

We have found that the FBI 
imetime after 1964 began leak- 
g stories about Dr. King’s al- 
ged sexual exploits and sup- 
ped Communist ties. The leaks 
ere ordered personally by the 
te J. Edgar Hoover who had 
■veloped a fierce hatred for the 
>ick leader.. 

Joover began the smear cam- 
agn after learning in advance 
Jit Dr. King would get the 1964 
fo»el peace prize. The selection 
•as reported to the late FBI 
'net in a secret memo from his 
ttelligence network. He was so 
ifuriated that he scrawled 
ords of outrage on the memo in 
ue pencil, we were told. 

Not long afterwards, Hoover 
was visited by Atlanta’s police 
chief, Herbert Jenkins, who was 
then president of 'the Interna- 
tional Association of Chiefs of 
Police. . 

Suddenly, out of context. 
Hoover blurted that he had three 
enemies whom he hated more 
than anyone else in the world. He 
identified them as his former 
deputy Quinn Tamm, ex-Atty. 
Gen. Robert Kennedy and Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

The dumbfounded Jenkins 
later encountered his friend, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Sr.', on the 
streets of Atlanta. Jenkins took 
the occasion to warn the old man 
pointedly that “Junior better be 
on the alert. It may be that the 
FBI is looking into him and they 
look pretty thoroughly.” 

Indeed, the FBI kept the civil 
rights crusader under surveil- 
lance and even bugged his hotel 
suites. Then the FBI used the 
information to start a whispering 
campaign against him. At the 
urging of his associates, we have 
now checked into the stories that 
the FBI spread about him. Here 
f are our findings: 

’ Did Dr. King have secret Com- 
munist connections? He was in 
touch with a known Communist 



attorney in New York City, who 
tried to influence his civil rights 
campaign. However, Dr. King 
never let the Communists take 
over his movement and re- 
mained a staunch anti-Commu- 
nist. ' 

He eventually accepted some 
of the attorney’s anti- Vietnam 
War views. But those who knew 
Dr. King agree he was motivated 
by humanity, not ideology. 

Did the FBI tape a sex orgy, 
involving Dr. King, at Washing- 
ton’s old Willard Hotel? Wit- 
nesses who were with him at the 
Willard recall that he used some 
ribald language but indulged in 
no sexual acts. 

There was evidence on the 
tape, according to those who 
heard it, that sexual intercourse 
occurred. But Dr. King was not 
one of the lovers. The man’s 
voice was identified as that of an 
acquaintance. 

Did Dr. King, while in Norway 
to accept the Nobel peace prize, 
chase a woman through an Oslo 
hotel? Rumors of the hot pursuit 
were whispered around Wash- 
ington by the FBI. 

Witnesses recall that some 
supporters of Dr. King let their 
jubilation get out of hand, 
brought prostitutes into the hotel 
and raised a ruckus. The wit- 
nesses remember clearly that 
King was not among them but, on 
the contrary, tried to quiet the 
celebration. 

* Did Dr. King carry on a ro- 
mance with the wife of a Los 
Angeles dentist? To check out 
this FBI report, we spoke direct- 
ly with both the dentist and his 
wife. Both agreed that she was 
Dr. King’s close friend but not his 
lover. Thus the FBI’s attempt to 


besmirch the great civil rights 
leader, as Dr. King himself pre- 
dicted before his martyrdom, 
has backfired against the FBI. 

Footnote: Neither Dr. Martin 
Luther King Sr. nor Herbert 
Jenkins would comment about 
the incidents involving them. But 
our sources had direct knowl- 
edge of the incidents. 

They also told about another 
warning which Jenkins gave to 
Hr. Martin Luther King Jr. be-, 
fbre a dangerous visit to Alaba- 
ma. “Don’t go to Alabama or 
they’ll kill you,’! urged the At- 
lanta police chief. 

The black leader replied quiet- 
ly: “If that’s theLord’s will.” On 
April 4, 1968, still guided by the 
Lord’s will, he was assassinated 
in Memphis, Tenn. 

INTERPOL INVESTIGA- 
TION: A confidential Senate 
memo raises questions about the 
use of FBI data, which is dis- 
tributed to dictatorships through 
Interpol, the international police 
agency. 

The staff memo, addressed to 
Sen. Joseph Montoya, D.-N.M., 
notes that nations of all political 
persuasions have access to FBI 
data through a computer at the 
Treasury Dept. 

“Should the U.S. underwrite a 
burgeoning international d 
bank it cannot fully monitoi 
asks the memo. “The possibi 
of laundering a request by 
Iron Curtain country for in; 
mation on an American citize 
should be explored, the me 
urges. 

It points out that little is knc 
of the Interpol headquart- 
operation in Paris. “Some cl; 
fication of Interpol and its aci 
ities cannot but be helpful 
understanding to what ext 
ours has become a ‘dossier s( 
ety,”’ the memo declares. 

Sen. Montoya has agreed 
hold hearings next month to f 
out more about Interpol. 

Footnote: Spokesmen insis 
that American government c 
ployes keep careful tabs on 
erything released from U.S. fi 
to Interpol. Only information 
criminals and criminal acts . 
provided, the spokesmen c 
tended. 
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New King Assassination 
Hearings To Be Televised 


By Paul Scoll 

WASHINGTON— James Earl Ray, the convicted killer of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, is going to finally get his chance to 
tell his story over nationwide TV and radio — that is if he 
still wants the national forum. 

The House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations is offering Ray the top billing in 
five days of public hearings set to begin on 
August 14 into the King assassination and 
the handling of its investigation by the FBI 
and local and state law enforcement offi- 
cials in Tennessee. 

Since his public admission of guilt and. 
life sentencing in a Tennessee State Court, 

Ray personally has hinted in letters to 
members of Congress, including Sen. James 
Eastland* D. Miss., chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, that others were involved in the King 
Assassination. 

When contacted in the past, however, Ray has refused to 
testify unless allowed to come to Washington and appear 
publicly before a Senate or House Committee without having 
first to reveal his proposed testimony in advance of the 

hearing. 

With no way to check out the accuracy of what Ray 
might say in advance of his public appearance, members of 
Congress including Senator Eastland have shied away from 
giving the convicted killer a national forum. 

Rep. Louis Stokes, D.O., chairman of the Select Commit- 
tee on Assassinations, has now sent word to Ray that he can 
testify on his terms. Although Committee investigators have 
questioned Ray in his prison cell, they still don’t have any 
idea of what he will say. 

The Committee’s invitation to Ray was indicated in a 
memorandum which Representative Stokes is circulating to 
members of Congress. In detailing plans for a series of public 
hearings in the fall. Representative Stokes reported: 

“The schedule now comtemplates holding approximately 
20 days of hearings into each assassination. The first five 
days of the public hearings planned are on the assassination 
of Dr. King. These hearings will commence on the 14th of 
August The hearings will be concerned with Dr. King’s ac- 
< tivities in Memphis in 1968, his assassination and the Involve 
jig -men t if ap y, of Mr. James Earl Ray in the assassinaYffinf^h 
/T* effort will be made to secure the testimony of Mr. Ray In 
public sessions at that time. Other hearings will involve the 
assassination of President John Kennedy.** 

OTHER INVOLVED IN SLAYING — By including the 
words “if any" in the sentence regarding the involvement of 
Ray in the assassination. Representative Stokes has raised 


speculation that his committee may be planning to show that 
Others were responsible for the killing of King. 

When questioned by several of his colleagues, Represen- 
tative Stokes refused to confirm or deny whether Committee 
probers have uncovered new evidence that would involve 
others in King’s assassination. All the Cleveland Democrat 
will say is that field investigations are continuing. 

The Committee’s inquiry already has ranged over three 
continents with investigators retracing Ray’s travelings 
abroad following the King assassination. Ray was arrested in 
London after returning from Portugal. The Committee’s in- 
quiry already has cost more than $2.5 million. 

While Committee probers have reviewed all of the FBI’s 
investigative reports on the King assassination, they still 
have not sought permission to examine hundreds of other 
FBI’s documents and tapes on the 1968 activities of King and 
associates which a federal judge ordered sealed in February, 
1977. 

A number of these documents and tapes deal with known 
secret communists, who were closely associated with the 
Civil Rights leader shortly before his assassination. Since 
these persons were deeply involved in the planning of King’s 
activities and knew his movements in Memphis, the docu- 
ments should be examined for possible new leads in the 
tragic slaying. 

The U.S. Federal Court here was petitioned to have these 
documents and tapes sealed by officials of the Southern 
Christian leadership conference, which King headed at the 
time of his slaying. The reasons they gave for their request 
was that the information involved King’s private life and 
contacts and was gathered by FBI monitoring. 
t If the Committee is te thoroughly explore the activities 
of King and these associates in Memphis during the period 
before his assassination. FBI sources say the lawmakers must 
obtain permission from the Court to examine these docu- 
i ments and tapes because of the information they contain. 

k THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION - The Stokes Com- 
mittee has scheduled 18 days of public hearings in September 
to consider evidence uncovered in the assassination of the 
late President Kennedy. 

While Chairman Stokes isn’t saying anything publicly, 
other committee members reveal privately that none of the 
new information obtained by their staff so far upsets the 
Warren Commission’s finding that Lee Harvey Oswald was 
the assassin. 

The investigations of both the Kennedy and King assas- 
sinations by the Stokes Committee is expected to be 
completed by the end of the year. A final report is expected 
to be made to the full Congress early in 1978. 

James Earl Ray’s public testimony could be a major fac- 
tor in shaping both the tone and content of the Committee's 
final report on the assassination of King. . . 
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I do not think there is any definite indication that you will be leaving 
here today, but we will mark them to make sure. 

The Chair will recognize Congressman Fauntroy at this time. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The line of questioning which I intend to pursue will require the 
best of the witness’ recollection, and for fear that it may be stated at 
a later time that he had not had an opportunity to bring himself 
abreast of the 20,000 words, I very reluctantly yield my time at this 
time, hopefully that I will have an opportunity to question the witness 
on his recall of the circumstances surrounding the assassination of 
Dr. King before he leaves this session. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair will recognize Mr. Sawyer in that event. 
Thank you, Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I wonder if I could ask Ms. Berning to move a little bit one way or 
the other because she is right in line between me and the witness. 

Before we really start talking about a couple of things, I want to 
talk with you about — I would like for you and I to get a little feel for 
each other on our relative memory and credibility, let’s say, you as well 
as me. 

Do you recall that following the meeting with some four members of 
the committee at Brushy Mountain, one of which I was, that I had a 
later discussion there that same day with you, your attorney was pres- 
ent, Mr. Lane, and your brother, Jerry was present, and I want you to 
follow this because I want to be sure we are both on the same wave 
length because it is one of the few things we were both there on. 

I explained to you that I was a full-time trial lawyer for about 30 
years, that I had tried 10 first-degree murder cases, 5 for the defense 
and 5 for the prosecution, one of the few kind of cases I never lost 
on either side. So, I considered myself fairly well informed on them. 

Mr. Ray. Like Percy Foreman, I think. 

Mr. Sawyer. Yes; you said that at that time. I do not put myself in 
that class, but I am just saying what I said to you at that time, and 
that I was familiar with the evidence in the case that I looked over and 
that without passing on your guilt or innocence, I could just say pro- 
fessionally that I could not successfully defend you in face of that 
evidence as a defense lawyer and, in my opinion, I could not miss con- 
victing you of first-degree murder based on that same evidence. 

What I wanted to talk to you about was that the one thing that had 
disturbed me about this case was that some people had hired you, some 
people or some group, political or otherwise, to do this and that if 
that was true, and if you were willing to provide me with the identity 
on a confidential basis of those individuals, and I pointed out I was 
not interested in a brother of yours or something of that type, and 
with corroboration, because your testimony would not be worth any- 
thing in a criminal prosecution without full corroboration, I would be 
willing on my own and without the blessings and sanctions of this 
committee to go to the Governors of the States of Tennessee and 
Missouri, the two States to which you owe time, and see what kind of 
a proposition they might be willing to make by way of a commutation 
or reduction or whatever in the public interest in order to be able to 
bring to trial and convict those people ; that I would be willing to do 
that and I would bring back whatever they would offer and you can 
accept it or reject it for your cooperation. 


36-174 0 - 79 -2 
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Is that substantially the conversation we had ? 

Mr. Eat. I think with one or two exceptions. 

Mr. Sawyer. What are the one or two exceptions ? 

Mr. Kay. I don’t believe I recall you saying you couldn’t — that you 
knew I would be convicted if you defended me. Usually a lawyer, he 
usually talks to the defendant before he makes that type of a 
statement. 

Mr. Sawyer. Didn’t I state to you though in my opinion the evidence 
was overwhelming and I as a defense lawyer could not successfully 
defend you, that if I was a prosecutor armed with this evidence, I 
could convict you ? Now, that is what I said, isn’t that true ? 

Mr. Kay. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Sawyer. I am not arguing whether I was right or wrong. I am 
trying to see if we argree on what I said. 

Mr. Kay. I agree you offered me some type of a deal through the — I 
recall you mentioned the Governor of Tennessee, Missouri, yes. Gen- 
erally, I recall what you say. I think I have a few different 
recollections. 

Mr. Sawyer. What do you differently recollect? Let’s get that 
straight. 

Mr. Kay. I don’t think he was — I don’t recall you ever saying if you 
defend me, you know, I would be convicted or anything like that. 

Mr. Sawyer. I did not say that; I just said I could not successfully 
defend you, in my opinion, based on the evidence. 

Mr. Ray. Based on the prosecution’s evidence. 

Mr. Sawyer. Right. But what I said and the proposal I made to you 
is substantially as I have just stated ; is that correct s 

Mr. Kay. Yes, that’s correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. All right, now you pleaded guilty to first-degree mur- 
der in front of Judge Preston Battle in Tennessee, did you not? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. First-degree murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Mr. Ray. It was sort of a technical plea, but it was the first-degree 
murder, I assume. 

Mr. Sawyer. You have pleaded guilty before. I mean, this wasn’t 
the first time you have ever pleaded guilty, right ? 

Mr. Ray. No, I have entered pleas before, yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. And I presume each time you did enter a plea the judge 
went down the usual litany of questions telling you what your rights 
are, asking you if you had been promised anything or pressured into 
a plea, whether you make it fairly and freely, and so forth ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, that is the usual. 

Mr. Sawyer. So you are familiar with this. 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. You pleaded guilty to armed robbery, for one thing, 
right ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, robbery, yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Armed robbery, right? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, one armed robbery; that is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. With a gun, right? 

Mr. Ray. No, I never did plead guilty. I was convicted of armed 
robbery I believe in St. Louis. I was convicted of robbery and I pleaded 
guilty to robbery. So you have made your point. 
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Mr. Sawyer. And you have also told us about another armed rob- 
bery with a gun that you were neither prosecuted or charged with, 
the one in the brothel up in Montreal, right ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. Now, in those cases was the gun you used a real gun ? 

Mr. Ray. A real one ? 

Mr. Sawyer. Yes. 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Was it loaded? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. What would you have done, or what did you intend to 
do if there had been resistance in either of those cases by the person 
being robbed ? 

Mr. Lane. I object to the question. I know this is not a courtroom, 
although you have on several occasions again this morning referred to 
it as a courtroom. I know it is not a courtroom, but I do think that there 
are some rules of evidence which are based upon some standards of 
decency. And I object strongly to this question as to what he would 
have done under certain circumstances. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair will sustain the objection to the question. 

Mr. Lane. Thank you. 

Mr. Sawyer. But in each case the gun was loaded, right ? 

Mr. Lane. Well, I object to that because that question has been asked 
and it has been answered already. 

Mr. Preyer. The objection is overruled. 

Mr. Ray. It has been a number of years ago. 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, can you answer the question now ? 

Mr. Ray. The same question, yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Now, let’s talk a little bit about the guilty plea that 
you entered. You didn’t just walk into court and say “I plead guilty to 
killing Martin Luther King,” did you ? 

Mr. Ray. No, that didn’t come about overnight. 

Mr. Sawyer. And, as a matter of fact, you started out with an at- 
torney named Hanes ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Ray. That is correct, yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. And then you in effect fired him and hired Percy 
Foreman? 

Mr. Ray. I didn’t exactly fire him. I was prepared to go to trial with 
him on, I think it was, November 12, 1967 [sic]. However, my brother 
came to visit me a couple days before we were supposed to go to trial, 
I think 3 days before, and he said that the novelist, William Bradford 
Huie, had offered him $10,000 for me if I wouldn’t take the witness 
stand in the trial. It was always my intention to take the witness stand. 

And he asked me if I wanted him to find another attorney. I told 
him, no, it was too late. 

So, 2 or 3 days later Percy Foreman appeared at the jail and he had 
these contracts in hand. I will show — let me show you the contracts. 
They were all commercial contracts. 

Mr. Sawyer. I have seen them. But you are certainly free to take 
them out if you want to. 

Mr. Ray,. Well, these are some more. That is a few of them. Some of 
these I never did see until 1974 when he filed a habeas corpus petition. 
They were secret contracts. 
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Well, anyway, when Percy Foreman came to jail there was a long 
conversation — not a long one, but about an hour — of how Hanes and 
Huie were interested in taking advantage of me. And if he got into 
the case, why there would be no more contracts. And he had plenty of 
money ; he would finance the case. 

And after the trial, why then we would make some arrangements to 
pay him. But in the meantime if I would just get rid of Hanes and 
get Hanes out and him in, why then he would go ahead and defend me. 

And subsequently he told the judge the same thing. 

Mr. Sawyer. But, now, coming back to the question I asked you, 
you did discharge Hanes, in any event, and hire Foreman? 

Mr. Ray. After that conversation, yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. And then in February 1969 you wrote a letter, or 
signed a letter, to Foreman authorizing him to enter a guilty plea; 
is that correct? 

Mr. Ray. No; that is not correct. That was a very — I don’t have a 
copy of the letter 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, just a minute. We will give you a copy. 

Could you give him MLK F-78 as marked in my book, please? 

[Document handed to the witness for his inspection.] 
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; You have asked sie to ‘ put in wri ting ’ iay author! za- 
to you to negotiate a plea of* guilty in the curd er 
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Mr. Sawyer. First of all, do you have it in front of you, the exhibit 
F-78 ? 

Mr. Lane. Yes ; he does. And he is trying to read it now. Mr. Sawyer. 

Mr. Ray. There was another document similar to this one dated Feb- 
ruary 13, the forerunner to this document. Really this — the other docu- 
ment, you have to have them both together in order to get a clear pic- 
ture of them. But I recall signing this, yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. That is your signature on the bottom of it, right ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Let me just read it for the record. It is very short. 

I presume this was prepared by Mr. Foreman as opposed to you, al- 
though it was signed by you ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes ; he bought this it was February 18. Yes; I think that 
is the same day he went to see my family and tried to get them to per- 
suade me to plead guilty. 

Mr. Sawyer. Let’s just read this for the record. It is just several 
paragraphs. 

Shelby County Jail, Memphis, Tennessee, February 18, 1960. Addressed to 
Percy Foreman, Esquire, Attorney at Law, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Dear Mr. Foreman : You have asked me to put in writing my authorization 
to you to negotiate a plea of guilty in the murder case pending in Shelby County, 
Tennessee (Memphis), in which I am indicted for the murder of Martin Luther 
King. That is the purpose of this letter. 

I appreciate the fact that you have stated you are willing to contest this case 
through the trial court and the appellate courts of Tennessee and, if necessary, 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. But you have told me that an appeal 
is not necessarily synonymous with reversal. And I already knew that. 

We have together analyzed the evidence against me, and both of us have con- 
cluded that it is impossible to controvert certain incriminating fingerprints, iden- 
tification and other circumstances. We both believe that ultimately a trial or 
trials will result in a final conviction, and that the alternate punishment will 
be either life, 99 years in the penitentiary or death in the electric chair. 

Therefore, this is my authority to you to negotiate a plea of guilty on my 
behalf for any term of years or with a waiver of the death penalty. If you are 
successful in doing so, I will enter such a plea at the convenience of the court and 
all concerned. You have guaranteed me that if I do enter such a plea that the 
death penalty needs must be waived and that I will not be sentenced to death. 

Sincerely yours, James Earl Ray. 

Do you remember signing such a letter ? 

Mr. Ray. Did Percy Foreman write that or me ? 

Mr. Sawyer. Pardon ? 

Mr. Ray. Did you say — did Percy Foreman write that letter or did 
I write it to him ? 

Mr. Sawyer. No ; I said probably I assume he wrote it but you signed 
it ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Ray. I don’t have that here. Could I read that a second. I haven’t 
seen that in about 10 years. 

Mr. Sawyer. I thought you had it. I thought we had given you a 
copy of it, what I just read. If I didn’t, we will correct the error. 

Mr. Ray. OK. 

Mr. Sawyer. You have a copy of what I just read, right? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. And you did sign that letter addressed to Percy 
Foreman? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, that is correct. 
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Mr. Sawyer. All right. Now, further than that, under Tennessee 
practice, they apparently had a stipulation practice where to plead 
guilty you enter into a stipulation of facts ; is that correct? 

Mr. Eat. That is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. And by a stipulation you understand what I mean; 
it is an agreement by both parties to something is what we use the term 
“stipulation” for legally. You understand that? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, I understand that. 

Mr. Sawyer. So it is an agreement between both sides of the case. 

Now, I wonder if the clerk would be kind enough to provide the 
witness with exhibit No. F-79 in my book. 

[Document handed to the witness for inspection.] 

Mr. Sawyer. Are you familiar with that document, witness, or do 
you want some time to take a look at it ? 

Mr. Ray. This one? 

Mr. Sawyer. Yes. 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. You are familiar with it? 

Mr. Ray. Well, I am not — I haven’t read it for quite a while, but I 
recognize it. 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, maybe we will read some of it together. You 
understand again, as I said, this is an agreement between the defense 
and the prosecution as to the matters covered? 

Mr. Ray. Could I just say something first ? 

Mr. Sawyer. Sure. 

Mr. Ray. This is really a fraudulent document here. I will attempt 
to explain why. 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, we will let you point that out as we go along. 

Mr. Ray. Yes, but I don’t like to read a fraudulent document on the 
news media. And I would like to explain it before we get into this 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, sure, go ahead. 

Mr. Ray. This is the first document 

Mr. Lane. First of all, I would like to have a short time for Mr. 
Ray to read the document before we proceed with his explanation. 

May we have that, Mr. Preyer ? 

Mr. Preyer. If Mr. Ray feels he needs to read the document, cer- 
tainly. I think he wanted to explain first why it was a fraudulent 
document. If he wishes to go ahead and offer that explanation, if it is 
not necessary to read it, to explain that. We will recognize him on that 
point. 

Mr. Ray. Well, in the first place, this is the first set of stipulations 
that was presented to me. And they are numbered 56. And at the time 
they were presented to me I was still trying to talk Percy Foreman 
into trial. And we was arguing back and forth on these stipulations. 
And he was — he would say, well, which one don’t you agree to. And I 
would say, well, this one and this one, and he would make a pencil 
mark on it. And he was negotiating back and forth with the prosecut- 
ing attorney. 

Now, this is, like I say, the first one. Now, we had one article in here 
about on — it is a 17 — it has got that inked out now. Now, this was — 
at this time William Bradford Huie was having some type of a con- 
troversy with George Wallace. They are both from Alabama. And 
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Huie wanted to get some stipulation in here about Wallace. And I 
didn’t think that was my political interest, and I had him take it out. 

Then he come back with a second set of stipulations, and they were 
55, 1 think. Well, I disagreed with them. And now, they came up miss- 
ing somewhere for several years — not several years — I would say about 
1 year. 

Anyway, when I sued Percy Foreman for a breach of contract in a 
civil rights violation, he filed another set of stipulations in a district 
court in Memphis. 

Now, we started arguing about these stipulations some more right 
up until a couple of days before the guilty plea, I do recall that there 
were four sets of stipulations. The last set of stipulations, I believe, 
was what you call voir dire. And that was about, I don’t know how 
many questions were stipulations on there. 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, just let me just interrupt briefly. The voir dire 
is what the judge asks you verbally in the courtroom. And we will get 
to that next. 

Mr. Kay. Well, that is what — - — 

Mr. Sawyer. But first we are going to talk about the rest of the 
stipulations. 

Mr. Kay. These stipulations, I never did know they were going to 
be presented in court until they were filed in the district court in 
Memphis in 1970, or December 1969. 

And what Foreman had done, he had made pencil marks on these 
and then he apparently erased them, and filed them in Federal court 
to support his case. 

And, consequently in 1974 when we asked Percy Foreman about 
these stipulations, how come they surfaced when they were supposed 
to be destroyed and the voir dire was supposed to be the stipulations, 
my attorney, James Lesar, asked me, he said, what did you mark the 
stipulations with when you were negotiating with him? And he re- 
fused to answer. 

So these are really trickery, or whatever you want to call it ; just say 
a smart lawyer. 

Mr. Sawyer. Do you want time now to — have you completed your 
statement ? Do vou want time to readthem ? 

Mr. Ray. OK, I will read the stipulations now. 

TShort pause.] 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Have you had a chance to look at them or do you still 
want more time ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes ; that is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. All right, now, each page of this set of stipulations is 
initialed by both you and Percy Foreman, right? 

Mr. Ray. Yes ; that is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. Each page ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Correct? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Let’s just see wdiat it says. It says: 

Proposed stipulation as to material facts which the State would prove in the 
course of this trial through lay and expert witnesses. In the course of the pres- 
entation to the jury, the details of the evidentiary facts establishing these 
material facts will be enlarged upon. 
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1. That on April 21, 1967, defendant, Janies Earl Ray, bought a six-transistor 
Channel Master radio at the Missouri State Penitentiary and his ID No. 00416 
scratched on the end and this same radio was in the blue zipper bag dropped in 
front of Canipe’s shortly after 6 :00 p.m. on April 4, 1968. 

Is that what No. 1 says? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer: 

2. That as John L. Rayns defendant was employed at the Indian Trail Restau- 
rant, Winnetka, 111., 5-3 to 6-24-67. 

No. 2; is that correct? 

Mr. Ray. That is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer: 

3. That on 7-17-67 defendant registered as John L. Rayns at the Bourgard 
Motel in Montreal, Canada. 

Is that correct ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Lane. Excuse me, Mr. Sawyer, when you say “is that correct,” 
does that mean have you read it correctly or is the factual material 
correct ? 

Mr. Sawyer. No, I am asking him have I read it correctly. 

Mr. Lane. That is your question, have you read it correctly? 

Mr. Sawyer: 

4. That on 7-18-67 defendant executed a lease at Harkay Apartments, 3589 
Notre Dame East, using the name Eric S. Galt. 

Correct ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. “5.” — and when I ask you if it is correct, I am reaffirm- 
ing what your counsel said, I am asking whether I read that correctly. 

5. That on 7-19-67 defendant purchased a suit from Tip Top Tailors in Mon- 
treal and this suit was recovered from defendant’s luggage after arrest in London. 

Correct ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer: 

6. That on July 21, 1967, defendant was fitted for a suit at English and Scotch 
Woolen Go. in Montreal, said suit being subsequently shipped to defendant as 
Eric S. Galt at 2608 South Highland, Birmingham, Ala. 

Correct ? 

Mr. Ray. Correct. 

Mr. Sawyer: 

7. That on August 26, 1967, as Eric Galt, defendant rented a room at 2608 
South Highland, Birmingham, Ala. 

Right? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer : 

8. That as Eric S. Galt defendant rented safe deposit box at Birmingham Trust 
National Bank. 

Correct ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. And at the bottom then is your initial on that page, 
and “PF” which I assume is Percy Foreman’s initials: correct? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 
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Mr. Sawyer. Then page 2 : 

9. That defendant purchased a 1966 white Mustang for $1,995.00 from Wil- 
liam D. Paisley and that defendant, as Eric S. Galt, transferred registration on 
said vehicle and obtained Alabama driver’s license as Eric Starvo Galt. 

Correct ? 

Mr. Bay. That is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer : 

10. That on 10-2-67 defendant purchased a 1968 Alabama license 1-38993 for 
said Mustang. 

Correct ? 

Mr. Bay. That is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer : 

11. That as Eric S. Galt defendant wrote letter to Superior Bulk Film Co., 
advising defendant was leaving for Mexico, dated 10-5-67 and would send Mexi- 
can address. 

Bight? 

Mr. Bay. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer: 

12. That as Eric S. Galt defendant entered Mexico on a tourist permit on 
October 7, 1967, remaining in this country until the middle of November, 1967. 

Bight? 

Mr. Bay. That is right. 

Mr. Sawyer : 

13. That defendant wrote Bulk Film Co., requesting refund check be mailed 
to Eric Galt at Hotel Rio, Puerto Vallarto, Mexico. 

Correct ? 

Mr. Bay. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer : 

14. That oil November 19, 1967, defendant rented apartment 6 at 1535 North 
Serrano, Los Angeles, Calif., as Eric S. Galt. 

Correct ? 

Mr. Bay. That is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer : 

15. That on November 20, 1967, defendant wrote letter to Superior Bulk Film 
requesting refund be sent to him at Serrano address. 

Bight ? 

Mr. Bay. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer : 

16. That as Eric S. Galt defendant took dancing lessons at National Dance 
Studio in Long Beach, Calif., from December 5, 1967 through February 12, 196S. 

Bight ? 

Mr. Bay. Yes ; that is right. 

Mr. Sawyer : 

17. That in December, 1967, defendant drove to New Orleans with Charlie 
Stein and brought Rita Stein’s children back to Los Angeles. 

And then there is crossed out a continuation saying : 

after having taken Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Martin to George Wal- 
lace’s headquarters in Los Angeles for purpose of registering for Wallace. 

And there is a pen line drawn out — crossing out that part ; is that 
correct ? 
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Mr. Ray. That is correct. 

Mr. Lane. Well, not quite correct. You said George Wallace’s, it is 
actually singular there, but otherwise it is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. You apparently objected to — I assume you objected 
to that part as either not being accurate or you couldn’t agree to it ; 
is that correct? 

Mr. Ray. Yes ; that was one. 

Mr. Sawyer. And that is why it was crossed out? Is that correct? 

Mr. Ray. Actually she registered for Republicans. 

Mr. Sawyer. But, in any event, you objected to that apparently as 
inaccurate and, therefore, it was crossed out ; correct ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes ; that is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. And then your initials are on the bottom of that page 
together with the initials of Percy Foreman, right? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Is that correct. 

Mr. Lane. May we have a moment, please ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes ; that is correct. 

Mr. Lane. Instead of asking Mr. Ray if your reading is correct each 
time, why don’t you just read it and he sees an objection, we will 
object. 

Mr. Sawyer. Then if he doesn’t object, I will assume I have read 
it correctly. 

Mr. Lane. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Those were your initials and Percy Foreman’s at the 
bottom of that page, too ? 

Mr. Ray. On page 2 ? 

Mr. Sawyer. With that cross-out that I 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Then if I read something wrong here, you can interject. 
Otherwise, I w ill assume you are in agreement. 

Page 3 : 

18. That defendant registered at the Provincial Motel in New Orleans as Eric 
S. Galt. 

19. That as Eric Galt defendant used laundry service at Avalon Cleaners in 
Los Angeles and sheets laundered by this company recovered from his Mustang 
in Atlanta. 

Mr. Lane. You left out the second word in the sentence. Otherwise, 
you read it very well. 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, thank you. 

Was the second v-ord important ? 

Mr. Lane. No, I don’t think we have to pay any attention to details 
when we are reading evidence into the record. 

Mr. Sawyer : 

20. That as Eric Galt defendant had shorts and undershirt — recovered from 
the blue zipper bag in front of Canipe’s — laundered at the Home Service 
Laundry in Los Angeles. 

21. That as Eric S. Galt defendant enrolled in and attended the International 
School of Bartending in Los Angeles during the period of 1-19 to 3-2-68. 

22. That defendant took up residence at the St. Francis Hotel in Los Angeles on 
1 - 21 - 68 . 

23. That on March 5, 1968, defendant had plastic surgery performed on his 
nose by Dr. Russell C. Hadley in Hollywood, Calif. 

24. That on March 17, 1968, defendant executed change of mailing address 
card from St. Francis Hotel in Los Angeles to General Delivery, Atlanta, Ga. 
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25. That en route from Los Angeles defendant dropped off a package of 
clothing belonging to Marie Martin’s daughter in New Orleans. 

26. That as Eric S. Galt defendant spent night at Flamingo Motel in Selma, 
Ala. 

27. That defendant rented room at Jimmy Garner’s Roominghouse in Atlanta, 
Ga., on March 24, 1968. 

28. That on March 29, 1968, as Harvey Lowmeyer bought .243 caliber rifle with 
Redfield scope at Aeromarine Supply Co., in Brimingham. 

And then there are your initials and those of Percy Foreman at 
the bottom of that page. 

29. That on March 30, 1968, defendant returned above rifle and exchanged 
it for 30.06 caliber Remington rifle which defendant subsequently used to shoot 
Dr. Martin Luther King and dropped in front of Canipe’s shortly after 6 p.m., 
April 4, 1968. 

Mr. Lane. Just for the record, Gus Canipe, who owns the Canipc 
Amusement Co. pronounces his name Canipe. 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, I presume his pronunciation of his own name 
has to be approved 

Mr. Lane. Shall we go on with it. 

Mr. Sawyer: 

30. That on March 31, 1968, defendant paid Jimmy Garner for a second 
week’s rent and wrote name Eric S. Galt on envelope and gave to Garner. 

31. That on April 1, 1968, defendant left laundry at Piedmont Laundry in 
Atlanta. 

32. That on April 3, 1968, defendant purchased shaving kit at Rexall Drug 
Store in Memphis. 

33. That defendant registered as Eric S. Galt in Rebel Motel, Memphis, Tenn., 
on April 3, 1968. 

34. That on April 4, 1968, as John Willard, defendant rented room 5-B from 
Mrs. Betty Brewer at 422V£ South Main in Memphis, Tenn. 

Mr. Lane. That is Bessie Brewer. 

Mr. Sawyer. Bessie Brewer. Excuse me. 

35. That on April 4, 1968, defendant purchased Bushnell binoculars and case 
from York Arms Co. on South Main Street. 

36. That defendant parked his white Mustang on Main Street just south of 
Canipe’s. 

37. That at approximately 6:01 p.m., April 4, 1968, defendant fired a shot from 
the second floor bathroom of the roominghouse and fatally wounded Dr. Martin 
Luther King who was standing on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel. 

38. That defendant ran from second floor and dropped the rifle, box, 9 rounds 
of ammunition, a green and red bedspread and a blue zipper bag containing 
various items including: (1) tack hammer and pliers. 

And that page is initialed both by you and by Percy Foreman. 

Mr. Lane. The document reads, although again it is probably un- 
important, a green and brown bedspread, not a green and red one, at 
least on the copy which we have been given. 

Mr. Sawyer. I will accept the correction. 

(2) April 4 issue of Commercial Appeal. 

These are continuing the items contained in that bag. 

(3) Bushnell binoculars, case and box. 

(4) Shaving kit from Rexall Drug. 

(5) Channel Master pocket sized radio. 

(6) Two unopened cans of Schlitz beer. 

(7) Hair brush and miscellaneous toiletry items. 

(8) Pair of men’s shorts and undershirt. 

39. That defendant left scene in his 1966 white Mustang and on the morning 
of April 5, 1968, left this car parked in Capitol Homes parking lot in Atlanta, Ga. 
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40. That defendant picked up laundry from Piedmont Cleaners and left note 
for Jimmy Garner on April 5, 1968. 

41. That on April 8, 1968, the defendant as Paul Bridgman rented a room at 
102 Ossington West, Toronto, Canada. 

42. That on April 10, the defendant wrote letter as Paul Bridgman requesting 
copy of birth certificate. 

43. That as Paul Bridgman defendant had passport photo made in Toronto. 

44. The defendant as Ramon George Sneyd rented room at 962 Dundas Street 
in Toronto. 

45. That defendant applied for passport and booked passage through the Ken- 
nedy Travel Bureau on flight to London as Ramon George Sneyd. 

46. That defendant obtained birth certificate in name of Sneyd. 

47. That defendant flew to London as Sneyd. 

48. That defendant exchanged ticket and flew to Lisbon, Portugal. 

49. That in Lisbon the defendant obtained new passport correcting last name 
from Sneya — that is S-n-e-y-a to Sneyd — S-n-e-y-d. 

And that page is initialed by both you and Percy Foreman, correct? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer : 

50. That on May 17, 1968, defendant flew back to London. 

51. That in London the defendant as Sneyd lived respectively at the Heath- 
field House, New Earls Court and Pax Hotel until June 8, 1968. 

52. That the defendant was arrested at Heathfield Airport, London, as he 
was preparing to go to Brussels on June 8, 1968. 

53. That in addition to the two passports, birth certificates of Sneyd, several 
items of correspondence, including some from Kennedy Travel Bureau, and 
a cash ticket from Andy’s Men Shop in Toronto, Canada, dated May 6, 1968, the 
defendant had in his possession a .38 caliber revolver of Japanese make at the 
time of arrest. 

54. That the defendant’s luggage contained the suit from Tip Top tailors and 
Scotch Woolen from Montreal and also a 220 Polaroid camera, as well as the 
items on list furnished pursuant to request. 

55. That the defendant was fingerprinted by Inspector Brine of Scotland Yard 
at Heathrow Airport. 

56. That various items were obtained from the 1966 white Mustang in Atlanta 
on April 11, 1968, including : clothing, floor mats, bed linen and pillows, sweepings, 
et cetera ; that items from room 5-B in Memphis, the bathroom at 422 % South 
Main, items from the room of defendant at Jimmy Garner’s in Atlanta and the 
items recovered from in front of Canipe’s, as well as other physical evidence 
heretofore mentioned, would be the basis of expert testimony concerning bal- 
listics, handwriting, fingerprints and identification by hairs and fibers. 

In addition to the above-stipulated presentation the State expects to call one 
or two lay corpus witnesses, the county medical examiner and two law enforce- 
ment officers. 

And that page is initialed by you and signed in full by Percy Fore- 
man. Correct? 

Mr. Ray. That is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. Then following that stipulation, or agreement on facts 
by both the defendant and the prosecution, under Tennessee law they 
also then conduct an open court voir dire or a verbal examination by 
the judge ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Ray. That is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. I wonder would the clerk be kind enough to furnish 
the witness with exhibit No. F-80 in my book ? 

[Document handed to the witness.] 

Mr. Lane. Now, Mr. Sawyer, if you are going to ask questions about 
this, perhaps you ought to give Mr. Ray time to read this document. 

Mr. Sawyer. Sure. 

Mr. Lane. It appears to be 108 pages long. It may take 
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Mr. Sawyer. I am only going to deal with about five or six pages 
of it. You are welcome to read the rest of it if you want. 

Mr. Lane. Well, if you could 

Mr. Sawyer. I don’t have the full transcript in front of me. I only 
have part of March 10, 1969, at 9 :30 a.m. That is at page 3, 1 believe. At 
the top of the page it says March 10, 1969, 9 :30 a.m. 

Mr. Lane. Let us take out page 3. If you can tell us what pages you 
are going to refer to, maybe Mr. Ray can just read those pages if they 
appear to be in context. 

Mr. Sawyer. I understand you have been provided with the excerpts 
from that proceeding that I am going to concern myself with. But if 
you have the full thing, if there is anything else you want out of it 

Mr. Lane. Yes, but the copy we have doesn’t have the page numbers 
on it ; that is the excerpts. So it would be very hard to 

Mr. Sawyer. But you have been furnished now with the same 
excerpts I have, as I understand it. 

Mr. Lane. Do you have page numbers on yours? 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, mine nave written in page 3 and subsequent and 
so forth. 

Mr. Lane. Well, what we have is — well, we don’t have one with the 
page number. If you can number it then we could know that we are 
talking about the same pages. 

Mr. Lane. Thank you. 

We are sorry we have taken so long, but I think probably it was 
worthwhile, Mr. Sawyer, if I could converse with you for a moment. 
I think that the pages which you have chosen were so wrenched out 
of context that there is no way to understand them. You have pages 3 
through 8 and 23 through 26. Twenty-three begins with the discussion 
of Mr. Ray’s talking about a conspiracy in the case, reacting, is that 
not correct ? Am I reading this correctly ? 

Mr. Sawyer. That’s correct. 

Mr. Lane. But he is referring to a statement made by Mr. Foreman 
on a page which you have not excerpted and that is pages 15 and 16. 

Mr. Sawyer. Suppose when I finish, I give Mr. Ray the privilege 
of reading any of the rest — he’s got the full transcript there, anything 
he feels important that I didn’t cover, would that be satisfactory ? 

Mr. Lane. Do you understand what I am saying, Mr. Sawyer? 

Mr. Sawyer. Yes. . 

Mr. Lane. You are asking him questions on page 23. He says he is 
reacting to a statement made by Mr. Foreman, but you don’t have the 
statement by Mr. Foreman before you. Do you understand that? 

Mr. Sawyer. Yes, I understand. 

Mr. Lane. I think that’s all right? OK. We would like to have pages 
15 and 16 also considered, because there is no way to understand 23 
through 26 without first reading 15 to 16. 

Mr. Sawyer. Before we get into the open court plea, the only thing 
in all those stipulations that you objected to, apparently, because it 
was crossed out, was the statement with respect to your having taken 
these people to the George Wallace campaign headquarters for reg- 
istration and that was lined out because you objected to it. 

Mr. Ray. No ; that was just one of the objections. 

Mr, Sawyer. Pardon ? 
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Mr. Rat. I think — that was one of the objections because that that 
was one — I think Mr. Huie and Wallace were having some type of a 
controversy in Alabama at that time, and Mr. Huie wanted that in 
there. That was one of the objections because I thought it was a po- 
litical squabble. There were several other objections. As I mentioned, 
there’s at least three sets of these stipulations in various different 
courts. I think Gerald Franks, the novelist, has a set of them different 
than this. I believe he published them in his book. But Percy Foreman, 
he’s sort of wild, and it is difficult to pin all these stipulations down. 

Mr. Sawyer. But the ones I read, all six pages, with your initials 
and Foreman on there, there is one thing crossed out because you ob- 
jected to it, and that’s the part about taking these people to register at 
George Wallace’s headquarters in Los Angeles; is that correct? 

Mr. Ray. That was one of the objections. He made 

Mr. Sawyer. And that one is lined out ; is that right ? 

Mr. Ray. He made pencil marks on the objections and he returned 
them back to the Attorney General and said we were arguing back and 
forth. 

Mr. Sawyer. But that particular one that I referred to is lined out 
with a pen line right through it because you objected to it. 

Mr. Ray. He told me, he said this has nothing to do with the guilty 
plea. He said William Bradford Huie wanted this one in there, so he 
just marked it out. 

Mr. Sawyer. But it is lined out. 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. It is the only one that I read that is lined out. 

Mr. Ray. It is the only one the State wasn’t interested in getting 
in and Foreman wasn’t interested in getting in. 

Mr. Sawyer. Let us refer, if you will, to the proceedings in open 
court in Tennessee, March 10, 1969 — 9 :30 a.m. 

The Court. All right, sir, I believe the only matter we have pending before us 
is the matter of James Earl Ray. 

Mr. Foreman. Would Your Honor give me just a minute? 

The Court. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Foreman. May it please the Court, in this cause we have prepared and 
the Defendant and I have signed and Mr. Stanton, Sr., and Jr., will now sign 
a petition for waiver of trial and request for the acceptance of plea of guilty, 
and we have an order now. Would the Clerk pass this up? 

May I just interject here, not on the transcript, but so that we under- 
stand, Mr. Hugh Stanton, Sr., and Jr., were the public defenders there 
in Memphis, is that correct? 

Mr. Ray. At that time, yes, they are prosecutors now. 

Mr. Sawyer. And they had been assigned by the Judge to also work 
on your case along with Percy Foreman ; correct? 

Mr. Ray. Yes; they had been assigned. 

Mr. Sawyer. “Thereupon, the said document” — back to the 
transcript — 

Thereupon, the said document was passed to the Court. 

The Court. I see. Then this is a compromise and a settlement on a plea of 
guilty to murder in the first degree and an agreed settlement of 99 years in 
the penitentiary ; is that true? 

Mr. Foreman. Yes, that’s it. That is the agreement, Your Honor. 

The Court. Is that the agreement? 
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Mr. Canale 

and he, I presume, is the prosecuting attorney there ? 

Mr. Ray. That’s correct. 

Mr. Canale. Yes, sir. 

The Court. All right, I will have to voir dire Mr. Ray. 

Mr. James Earl Ray stand. 

[Thereupon the defendant complied with the request of the Court] 

The Court. Have your lawyers explained all your rights to you and do you 
understand them? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, sir. 

The Court. Ho you know that you have a right to a trial by jury on the charge 
of murder in the first degree against you, the punishment for murder in the 
first degree ranging from death by electrocution to any time over 20 years? 

The burden of proof is on the State of Tennessee to prove you guilty beyond 
a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainty, and the decision of the jury must 
be unanimous both as to guilt and punishment. 

In the event of a jury verdict against you, you have the right to file a motion 
for a new trial addressed to the trial judge. In the event of an adverse ruling 
against you on your motion for a new trial, you would have the right to successive 
appeals to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals and the Supreme Court of 
Tennessee and to file a petition for review by the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

Do you understand that you have all these rights? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, sir. 

The Court. You are entering a plea of guilty to murder in the first degree, as 
charged in the indictment, and are compromising and settling your case on an 
agreed punishment of 99 years in the State penitentiary. 

Is that what you want to do? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, I have been — that's — yes. 

The Court. Is that what you want to do ? 

Mr. Ray. That’s right. 

The Court. Do you understand that you are waiving, which means giving up a 
formal trial by your plea of guilty, although the laws of this State require the 
prosecution to present certain evidence to the jury in all cases of pleas of guilty 
to murder in the first degree? 

By your plea of guilty you are also waiving your right to (1) your motion 
for a new trial, (2) successive appeals to the supreme court to the Tennessee 
Court of Criminal Appeals, and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and, (3) a 
petition to review it by the Supreme Court of the United States. 

By your plea of guilty you are also abandoning and waiving your objections 
and exceptions to all the motions and petitions in which the court has heretofore 
ruled against you in whole or in part, among them being ; 

One: Motion to withdraw a plea and quash indictment; 

Two : Motion to inspect the evidence ; 

Three : Motion to remove lights and cameras from the jail ; 

Four : Motion for private consultation with the attorney ; 

Five : Petition to authorize Defendant to take depositions ; 

Six : Motion to permit conference with Huie ; 

Seven : Motion to permit photographs ; 

Eight : Motion to designate Court reporters ; 

Nine : Motion to stipulate testimony ; 

Ten : Suggestions of proper name. 

You are waiving and giving up all these rights? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, sir. 

The Court. Has anything besides your sentence of 99 years in the penitentiary 
been promised you to get you to plead guilty ? 

Mr. Ray. No, no one has used pressure. 

The Court. Are you pleading guilty to murder in the first degree in this case 
because you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under such circumstances that would 
make you legally guilty of murder in ithe first degree under the laws explained to 
you by your lawyers ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, legally guilty, uh-huh. 

The Court. Is this plea of guilty to murder in the first degree with agreed 
punishment of 99 years in the State penitentiary, freely, voluntarily and under- 
standingly made and entered by you ? 
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Mr. Ray. Yes, sir. 

The Court. Is this plea of guilty on your part the free act of your free will 
made with full knowledge and understanding of its meaning and consequences? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, sir. 

The Court. You may be seated. 

[Thereupon the Defendant complied with the request of the court.] 

The Court. All right, sir, are you ready for a jury ? 

Mr. Foreman. Yes, Your Honor. 

The Court. All right sir, call 12 names, take them one at a time out of it — 

I presume it is the box, although the next page is missing. I jumped 
to page 23 now in what I have in front of me. If you want some other 
pages read in there in between, feel free. 

Mr. Lane. It is not that I want it read. It just seems to me there is 
no way to understand pages that you have picked out, 23, 26, without 
first looking at the statement by Mr. Foreman which Mr. Ray starts 
referring to on page 23. If you want to do it your way. 

Mr. Sawyer. I just don’t have it in front of me. 1 was thinking if 
there was something you wanted read. My transcript I have in front 
of me goes to page 23. 

I read page 23. 

Mr. Shaw. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Foreman. Would you write the same verdict also? Your answer is the 
same? 

Mr. Shaw. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Foreman. Mr. Cariota, is that your answer, sir ? 

Mr. Cariota. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Foreman. And you Mr. Ballard? 

Mr. Ballard. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Foreman. You would? Thank you very much. Thank you, Your Honor. 

The Court. Do both sides accept the jury? 

Mr. Foreman. We do, Your Honor. 

Mr. Canale. The State does, Your Honor. 

Mr. Ray. Your Honor, I would like to say something, too, if I may. 

The Court. All right. 

Mr. Ray. I don’t want to change anything that I have said. I don’t want to add 
anything onto it either. The only thing I have to say is, I don’t exactly accept the 
theories of Mr. Clark. 

In other words, I am not bound to accept these theories of Mr. Clark. 

Mr. Foreman. Who is Mr. Clark? 

Mr. Ray. Ramsey Clark. 

Mr. Foreman. Oh. 

Mr. Ray. And Mr. Hoover. 

Mr. Foreman. Mr. who? 

Mr. Ray. Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. The only thing I say I am not — I agree to all 
these stipulations. I am not trying to change anything. I just want to add some- 
thing onto it. 

The Court. You don’t agree with whose theories? 

Mr. Ray. I mean Mr. Canale, Mr. Foreman, Mr. Ramsey Clark. I mean on a 
conspiracy thing. I don’t want to add something onto it which I haven’t agreed 
to in the past. 

Mr. Foreman. I think that what he is saying is that he doesn’t think that 
Ramsey Clark’s right or J. Edgar Hoover is right. I didn’t argue them as evidence 
in this case. I simply stated that underwriting and backing up the opinions of 
General Canale that they made the same statement. You are not required to agree 
to or withdraw or anything else. 

The Court. You still — your answers to these questions that I asked you would 
still be the same? 

Mr. Ray. Y^es, sir, the only thing is I just didn’t want to add anything onto 
them. That was all. 

The Court. There is nothing in these answers to these questions I asked you. 
In other words, you change none of them ? 


36-174 0 - 79 -3 
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Mr. Ray. No, sir. No, sir. 

The Court. In other words, you are pleading guilty and taking 99 years, and 
I think the main question here that I want to ask you is this. Are you pleading 
guilty to murder in the first degree in this case because you killed Dr. Martin 
Luther King under the circumstances it would make you legally guilty of murder 
in the first degree under the laws explained to you by your lawyers ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, sir, make me guilty on that. 

The Court. Your answers are still yes? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, sir. 

The Court. All right, that is all. You may swear the jury. 

[Thereupon, the jury was sworn.] 

The Court. Swear the officers, too, four or five of them. 

And so forth. 

Now, do you recall those events taking place in the courtroom ? 

Mr, Ray. Yes; did you say I could read two other pages to clarify? 
Mr. Sawyer. Sure. 

Mr. Lane. Let me just read into the record so we can know what 
that whole colloquy was about. The colloquy was about a statement 
made by Mr. Foreman which appears on page 16 of your exhibit. Mr. 
Foreman said, 

Took me a month to convince myself of the fact which the Attorney General 
of the United States and J. Edgar Hoover of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion announced last July ; that is, just what General Canale shas told you that 
there was not a conspiracy. 

That appears on page 16. 1 think Mr. Ray has something he would 
like to read also, 

Mr. Sawyer. If I could interject just for the edification of the public 
who might not totally understand Attorneys General are very often 
referred to as General so and so. So it’s not a general as such. It’s an 
Attorney General. 

Mr. Ray. There’s continuity to these documents. They’re not all 
separate, as Mr. Lane, he read this one here. There’s also another one. 
This one you had me read is March 10, right, correct, 1969 ? 

Mr. Sawyer. That’s correct. 

Mr. Ray. The forerunner to this would be March 9, 1969, I will 
read it. 

“Dear James Earl” — this is a document contract. It is just more of 
a legal — the guilty plea. It pertains to the guilty plea, but — yes — it’s 
a letter from Percy Foreman the day before the guilty plea, it is two 
letters ; informal contracts. 

Dear James Earl, you have heretofore assigned to me all of your royalties from 
magazine articles, books, motion pictures or other revenue to be derived from 
the writings of William Bradford Huie. These are my own property uncondi- 
tionally. However, you have heretofore authorized and requested me tc negotiate 
a guilty plea in the State of Tennessee through its District Attorney General and 
with the approval of the trial judge would waive a death penalty. You agreed to 
accept a sentence of 99 years. It was contemplated that your case will be dis- 
posed of tomorrow, March 10, by the above plea and sentence. This will shorten 
the trial considerably. In consideration of the time it will save me, I am willing 
to make the following adjustment to my fee arrangements with you. 

If the plea is entered and the sentence accepted and no embarrassing circum- 
stances take place in the courtroom, I am willing to assign to any bank, trust 
company or individuals selected by you all my receipts under the above assign- 
ment in excess of $165,000. 

In other words, if I don’t plead guilty, he don’t get the $165,000. 

These funds over and above the first $165,000 will be held by such bank, trust 
company or individual subject to your order. I have either spent or obligated 
myself to spend In the excess of $14,000. Now, I think these expenses should be 
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paid in addition to a $150,000 fee. I am sure the expenses will exceed $15,000, 
but 1 am willing to rest on that figure. 

Letter Number 2 : 

Dear James Earl : You have asked that I advance to Jerry Ray $500 of the 
$5,000 referring to the first $5,000 paid by William Bradford Huie. At that time, 
I had spent in excess of $9,500 on your case. Since then, I have spent in excess of 
$4,000. But I am willing to advance Jerry $500 and add it to the $165,000 men- 
tioned in my other letter to you today. 

In other words, I would receive the first $165,000 but I would not make any 
other advancements. Just this $500. And this advance also is contingent upon the 
plea of guilty and the sentence going through on March 10, 1969, without any 
unseemly conduct on your part in court. 

P.S., the rifle and the Mustang was tied up in a suit filed by Renfro Hayes, 
the private detective who worked for Mr. Haynes. Court costs and attorney fees 
will be necessary, perhaps to get them released. I will credit the $165,000 with 
whatever they bring over the cost of obtaining them, if any. 

There are just two or three short lines here. 

In a forerunner to this contract — I will read from William Bradford 
Huie’s book. This is a contract that he printed in there, page 193. 
There is Mr. Huie talking. 

In December, Mr. Foreman had pneumonia and lost a month’s work. But on 
Friday, January 24th, 1969, he flew into HuntsviUe Airport where I met him 
and we talked for another four hours between planes. The result was that on 
January 29th, we signed an amenuatory agreement in which Mr. Hanes got 
out and transferred all his rights to Ray and affirmed all his grants to me with 
all actions being approved by Mr. Foreman. Then on February 3, 1969, Mr. Fore- 
man plucked Ray clean by having him sign a notarized two-way agreements, 
which read in part : 

Know by all men by these presents that I, James Earl Ray, present in Memphis, 
Tennessee, Shelby County, Tennessee, for and in consideration of his agreement 
to represent me in trial or trials in cases pending in Shelby County, Tennessee. 

And he goes on to say I gave him everything, but I think maybe a 
relevant part here, he said trial or trials, guilty pleas are not trials 
under Tennessee law, are they ? 

Mr. Sawyer. If you are through reading, let me come back and 
ask you a couple of questions now about some of the things we have 
read through. 

As I understand it, having read some of your interviews and what- 
not, you say, and correct me if I am not stating this correctly, that 
part of the reason you signed all these agreements of fact and pleaded 
guilty in open court was part of the reason, is that you have been kept 
m jail, in Tennessee, Memphis, Tenn., with lights on all night; you 
could not sleep and that your health had somewhat deteriorated be- 
cause of these conditions. 

And you were, therefore, in a weakened, susceptible condition. Is 
that one of the sets of reasons ? We will get to the others too. 

Mr. Ray. That’s j ust one of them, yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. But that is one of them. 

Mr. Ray. That’s one of them, yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. You could not get any sleep in the jail. 

Mr. Ray. It was difficult. 

Mr. Sawyer. But did you get sleep? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, I did get sleep. I say it was difficult to get sleep. 

Mr. Sawyer. You did not get very much sleep. 

Mr. Ray. Well, I don’t know how much I got. 

Mr. Sawyer. I wonder if the clerk would be good enough to give the 
witness exhibit MLK No. F-84 in my book. 

[The witness was handed the exhibit.] 
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Mr. Sawyer. Do you have exhibit MLK F-84 in front of you ? 

Mr. Lane. I wonder, Mr. Sawyer, if you have a copy where the post- 
mark is visible so we can see the date. 

Mr, Sawyer. It is not very visible on mine either, frankly. 

Mr. Lane. Well, I presume these were made from something which 
was visible. Could we see the original or some clear Xerox so we can 
know what we are dealing with here. 

Mr. Sawyer. On mine, I do not know how yours is, but I think I 
can read 4 October on the date stamp. 

Mr. Lane. All right. Is that what yours reads ? 

Mr. Sawyer. That is what mine reads. Can you see it on yours? 

Mr. Lane. I see some markings there ; it is hard to tell. 

Mr. Sawyer. Is it 4 and then a space O-C-T ? 

Mr. Lane. It could be 4 October and it could be other things as 
well, but that is a possibility. It could be “Octember” or something 
right else. 

Mr. Sawyer. This is a handwritten letter by you 

Mr. Lane. It could be 11 ; it could be 7. It is really the date we are 
interested in. 

Mr. Sawyer. This is a handwritten letter by you to your then 
attorney, Mr. Hanes, from the jail ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. It says, “I’ll just write a short letter to let you know 
everything is all right. Am still gaining weight and sleeping 8% hours 
a day. Jerry is coming down shortly, but I’m going to have him wait 
until I see you again,” and so forth. 

The part I read is the part I was interested in. You wrote that letter ? 

Mr. Ray. That’s to William Bradford Huie ? 

Mr. Sawyer. I believe it is to Hanes, Mr. Arthur Hanes, Jr., who was 
then your attorney — Sr., excuse me. Is that correct? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. And then another reason you gave, as I recall it, for 

Mr. Lane. I wonder if it is going to be possible for Mr. Ray to 
respond to the context of the questions instead of the specifics? I 
mean, Mr. Sawyer, you came to see me in the prison as one trial lawyer 
to another. 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, I wouldn’t put it quite that way. but go ahead. 

Mr. Lane. Well, I claimed to be a trial lawyer and I took your word 
for it, although — you told us how you had never lost a capital case. 
It is the same kind of thing Mr. Ray had heard from Percy Foreman 
when he Avas trying to get him to plead guilty also; same language. 

Mr. Sawyer. The only thing I took exception to was one trial lawyer 
to another. 

Mr. Lane. I have been trying criminal cases all around the country 
for 29 years now. In any event, you know as a trial lawyer 

Mr. Sawyer. I do not know what question the witness is 

Mr. Lane. It will just take me a moment. 

Mr. Sawyer. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Lane. Are you afraid of hearing question, Mr. Sawyer ? 

Mr. Sawyer. You are getting into an argument 

Mr. Lane. I just want to make one statement. You and I know that 
there are coerced pleas all around the country which are reversed, and 
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they always have the same litany read into the record before a person 
pleads guilty, even when he is coerced. 

And you know reading this may give the impression to the American 
people 

Mr. Sawyer. I do not care to debate this. 

Mr. Lane. You know that, Mr. Sawyer, very well. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Lane, you have a right to make objections to ques- 
tions that are put to Mr. Ray and Mr. Ray has a right and he has 
explained the circumstances of the plea. 

Mr. Lane. I think he should be given an opportunity now to explain 
the circumstances of the plea. 

Mr. Sawyer. I will be glad to give him that opportunity. 

Mr. Lane. Fine, that is what we want. 

Mr. Ray. Well, I could read through these statements and all that. 
I’ll try to be brief and just answer by reading another letter. Your 
letter is dated October — 4th of October. I hadn’t been in jail too long 
that time. Usually this is a gradual process. If you are stuck in soli- 
tary confinement, you don’t deteriorate overnight. It usually takes 4 
or 5 months. Sometimes it takes 7 or 8 months. 

Your letter was dated October 4, 1968. Well, here is one I wrote 
December 12 — December 23, 1968, to my brother. 

I will just write a few lines. Everything is about the same. Tell Carol thanks ; 

I received the card. The next time you come down, I might have to write 
Curtis — that’s Congressman Thomas Curtis, who used to be a Representative 
of Missouri. 

I can’t even get a blood test without first getting an OK from Ramsey Clark 
and that usually takes about a month and my arm has been bothering me for a 
couple of days. 

I believe the committee has this letter. So, this is sort of a gradual 
process, this solitary confinement, not being able to sleep and food and 
stuff of that nature. 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, you were present, I presume, at the testimony 
of Dr. DeMere who gave you a physical before you were sent off to 
prison from the jail, when he testified as to your general good health, 
the fact you could walk the whole length of your cell, which is a large 
cell, as I understand it, on your hands and do daily exercises with 
the guards, doing situps, propping your legs on the bars, which is a 
very difficult kind of setup. Do you recall that? 

Mr. Ray. First, Dr. DeMere was the prosecuting attorney’s brother- 
in-law. 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, whoever it was, you were present when he 
testified. 

Mr. Ray. Yes, I do attempt to maintain my health when I’m in 
solitary confinement conditions. I’ll agree with you on that. 

Mr. Sawyer. Could you really walk the whole length of the cell 
on your hands, standing upside down ? 

Mr. Ray. When I first came in there, I probably could when I first 
came in, but I’m sure during this latter period I wasn’t. 

Mr. Sawyer. But then the guards used to come up and you would 
do exercises every day of that type and of situps and what not, isn’t 
that true? 

Mr. Ray. Whenever I’m in solitary confinement, I do make an at- 
tempt to maintain my health as long as possible, yes. 
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Mr. Sawyer. You had a colored television set access in the jail 

Mr. Ray. No, I don’t believe I had a colored television set. 

Mr. Sawyer. Right outside the bars that you could have control. 

Mr. Ray. There was a black and white television set outside 
the bars 

Mr. Sawyer. Black and white then 

Mr. Lane. Mr. Chairman, will the prosecuting attorney please 
allow the defendant to finish his answers? He has interrupted him 
three times in the last minute or two. Will he be allowed to finish the 
answers ? He’s the star ; we were told that a little while ago. 

Mr. Preyer. The witness is allowed to complete his testimony. 
Proceed. 

Mr. Ray. Mr. Sawyer, I asked them to take the television set out of 
the bars because I couldn’t sleep and it was on all night long. That is 
one of the complaints I believe we made in court when we asked the 
lights be cut off. 

Mr. Sawyer. You also had your own private shower in that cell 
block. 

Mr. Ray. Private shower? 

Mr. Sawyer. Yes. 

Mr. Ray. Well, it was a jailhouse shower — if you want to call it 
private. 

Mr. Sawyer. But you had a private one in your own cell, didn’t 
you? 

Mr. Ray. No, there wasn’t anyone in there with me, no. 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, that would make it pretty private, wouldn’t it? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Lane. Mr. Sawyer, you know if someone of the Soviet Union 
was held under lights for 8 months you 

Mr. Sawyer. Mr. Chairman, please, I do not want to argue with 
counsel. 

Mr. Lane. I can see you do not want to and I know why. You want 
to present just your side and you do not want the American people 
to have the other side at all. 

Mr. Preyer. I want Mr. Ray to answer, Mr. Lane. 

We are not here to argue the case. 

Mr. Lane. I understand that, but if a Soviet prisoner was held with 
lights on 24 hours a day for 8 months, you’d all be screaming about it. 
But here he is and he is an American ; why doesn’t that concern you ? 

Mr. Preyer. That is enough, Mr. Lane. 

Mr. Lane. It is too much. That is my point. 

Mr. Preyer. We want to hear from Mr. Ray. Proceed, Mr. Sawyer. 

Mr. Sawyer. Another complaint that I believe was made is that 
Percy Foreman really did not represent you, that he, in effect, pushed 
you into a guilty plea and that the reason you agreed to all these things 
you agreed to is because he, in effect, did not represent you and pushed 
you into that ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Ray. That’s correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. Is that a fair statement? 

Mr. Ray. That’s a fair statement. 

Mr. Sawyer. Of your claim, that is a fair statement of what you 
said. Did you at any point in time until after you pleaded guilty make 
any complaint in the court at all about Mr. Foreman ? 



36 


Mr. Ray. Did I complain to the court about Mr. Foreman? 

Mr. Sawyer. Right. 

Mr. Ray. Well, I don’t have letters right here with me just now, but 
the day after the guilty plea 

Mr. Sawyer. I am talking about before the guilty plea, excuse me, 
that was the question. 

Mr. Ray. As far as the guilty plea, if I had to do it all over again, 
right now, I can’t see why I would do anything any differently based 
on the position Percy Foreman, the judge and the prosecutor had me 
in. 

I have read off material yesterday about the — these various ways 
the legal system — I think we have one judge here, I think, would agree 
with me, you use to coerced guilty pleas. All you have to do is read 
“Crime and Legal Processes” by William J. Chamles, the section — see 
part 2, section 12, Donell J. Newman, pleading guilty for considera- 
tion ; the study of Barton Justice. 

Section 13, Abraham Bloomberg; the practice of law is a confidence 
game, organizational “cooptation” of a profession. 

So, there’s no really, no big guilty, big deal about maneuvering a 
defendant to a guilty plea. I don’t want to ask you any questions, but 
I think you would agree with me that all guilty pleas are not made in 
heaven. 

Mr. Sawyer. Now, can you answer my question that was: Did you 
at any time make any complaint to the court about your lack of repre- 
sentation by Mr. Percy Foreman until after you entered the guilty 
plea? 

Mr. Ray Well, when I made the change of attorneys from Percy 
Foreman to — from Arthur Hanes to Percy Foreman, the trial judge 
did tell me during that change that I couldn’t make anv more changes 
and subsequently, as I mentioned in the statement, Percy Foreman 
entered into — after he entered into the contracts with Huie and re- 
ceived, I think, $10,000, he perjured himself to the trial judge and 
told the trial judge there was no funds for to hire an outside at- 
torney. Consequently, he asked him to appoint the piiblic defender, 
Mr. Hugh Stanton. That is the one you referred to awhile ago. He is a 
prosecuting attorney now. And once Mr. Stanton got into the case, 
then Mr. Foreman got sick one time and if for some reason he would 
have passed on, then I would have had Stanton, public defender, as 
the defense lawyer. 

Mr. Sawyer. Now, once again, could you answer my question ? Did 
you at any point in time complain to the trial judge, or on the record, 
about your lack of representation by Percy Foreman ? 

Mr. Ray. The only time I did - 

Mr. Sawyer. It is a simple question. 

Mr. Ray. I got into an argument with him on the day of the plea. 
That is the only time that I ever complained to him in open court. 

Mr Sawyer. I am just asking you did you ever make any complaint 
to the judge, or on the record in the case, prior to your plea, before 
your plea of guilty, about your lack of representation by Mr. Percy 
Foreman ? 

Mr. Ray. No, I did on the day of the plea. We had some disagree- 
ments but not — when we were talking about Ramsey Clark and J. 
Edgar Hoover. 
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Mr. Sawyer. The part we read ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. You made no complaint at any time to the judge, or on 
the record, about your lack of adequate representation ? 

Mr. Ray. It would have been useless. The judge done told me I 
couldn’t dismiss him. 

Mr. Sawyer. The answer is “No?” 

Mr. Ray. That is correct. 

Mr. Sawyer. As a matter of fact, when the judge also appointed to 
assist in your trial the public defender, you wrote a personal letter to 
Mr. Stanton making it clear that you wanted as your chief counsel 
Percy Foreman and he was not to understand that he was to be chief 
counsel or call any shots. 

Mr. Ray. Yes, I wrote this letter in January. That is when Percy 
Foreman was sick. I was under the impression then Percy Foreman 
w as going to trial. However, it wasn’t until February 13 when Foreman 
started talking about the guilty plea. Until February 13, 1 never had 
any disagreements with Foreman because his position was that we were 
going to a jury trial. 

Mr. Sawyer. Would you hand the witness MLK exhibit No. F-77, 
please ? 

Do you have MLK exhibit No. F-77 in front of you? 

Mr. Sawyer. I request that MLK exhibit F-77 be entered into the 
record at this point. 

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, it may be entered into the record 
at this point. 
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Mr* Lane. He is reading it now, Mr. Sawyer. 

Mr. Sawyer. Are you finished reading ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr, Sawyer. It is a letter dated January 20, 1969, to Mr. Hugh Stan- 
ton, Sr., the public defender, that has been appointed by the court to 
assist in your defense. 

Mr. Lane. I haven’t had a chance to finish reading it yet. It might 
speed things up, if anybody is concerned about that, if we were given 
two documents at the same time. Mr. Ray could read one and I can read 
the other. 

[Short pause.] 

Mr. Lane. I have finished reading the letter now, Mr. Sawyer. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you. This is a letter dated January 20, 1969, to 
Mr. Stanton, the public defender, in your own handwriting, and I may 
just call your attention to the part on the first page, down about line 8, 
where you are referring to Mr. Foreman. You say : 

He is still and will remain chief counsel as far as I am concerned regardless 
of what the Court, Attorney General, press, has to say, or what Mr. Huie may 
desire through the Attorney General’s office. I think the right to choose counsel 
is one of the few prerogatives I have, and I don’t intend to relinquish it again, 
as I did in London through ignorance. 

Naturally, if Mr. Foreman should become incapacitated for a period of time 
I would probably have to engage other counsel. However, I am sure he will be 
aU right in a few days. 

That was your statement to the public defender who had been ap- 
pointed to also assist in your defense ; is that correct % 

Mr. Ray. Yes; at that time I was very well satisfied with Mr. Fore- 
man. That was January 20, 1969. 

. Mr. Lane. Excuse me just a minute. I don’t think he is quite finished. 

Mr. Ray. Are we going to read the whole letter, Mr. Sawyer ? 

Mr. Sawyer. No. But you can read some of it if you want to. I just 
wanted to make the point you then stated. 

Mr. Ray. I will go ahead and read it. I will read the whole letter : 

In the courtroom hearing, Friday the 17th, you informed me you would visit 
me at the jail shortly to discuss the instant case. After reflecting on this and 
interpretation the local press gives to Judge Battle’s hearing, I think we should 
postpone meeting until I hear from Mr. Foreman, as I expect to shortly, as I am 
writing him today. He still remains chief counsel as far as I am concerned re- 
gardless of what the Court and Attorney General and the press has to say or 
what Mr. Huie may desire through the Attorney General’s office. 

Then you read that. You read the part about prerogative of coun- 
sel. I will skip to page 2. What was that ? 

Mr. Lane. I could do it more briefly in just a moment. This tetter is 
predicated upon the fact Mr. Foreman is going to go to trial for Mr. 
Ray, and in the letter Ray says he makes reference to the 360 witnesses, 
and Mr. Canale, the Memphis district attorney general, is planning 
to call, and concludes, Mr. Foreman has told me that he will interview 
all these witnesses or have someone who will interview them — or have 
someone interview them do so. 

So this is predicated upon trial. Mr. Foreman didn’t interview any 
of the witnesses so the problem developed a little later, as you know. 

Mr. Sawyer. Just one more thing, witness. I also understand that 
when you pleaded guilty you thought you would have a good chance 
of getting some post-conviction relief; in other words, the plea set 
aside or something. Is that true ? 
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Mr. Ray. Yes, there was never any investigation by Percy Foreman, 
and I thought possibly after I entered the guilty plea, why, if I could 
find someone to investigate the case, there would be exculpatory evi- 
dence and we could file for a post conviction. In fact, I did. The day 
after I entered the guilty plea, I did file a motion for a new hearing. 
That was because of statements Mr. Foreman was making to the press. 

Mr. Sawyer. When you did enter the plea, part of your strategy in 
doing that was that you thought you would then be in a good position 
to get a new trial ? 

Mr. Ray. No, it wasn’t no strategy. As these contracts are read off 
indicate, I didn’t have no position other than enter a guilty plea. I 
thought if I could get someone to investigate the case then possibly I 
could file a post-conviction hearing. 

Mr. Sawyer. I see. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 

Mr. Preyer. For the sake of the record, before we leave this ques- 
tioning, the two letters which the witness has read, one, the letter from 
Percy Foreman to Ray, which he read into the record in its entirety, 
will be marked as MLK exhibit No. F-121. 

[Document referred to was marked for identification as MLK ex- 
hibit No. F-121, entered into the record, and follows :] 
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Mr. Fo reman delivered to Ray these two letters, dated March 9: 
Dear James Earl; 

You have heretofore assigned to me all of your royalties from 
magazine articles, book, motion picture, or other revenue- to be 
derived from the writings of William Bradford Huie. These are 
my own property unconditionally. 

However, you have heretofore authorized and requested me to 
negotiate a plea of guilty if the State of Tennessee through its 
District Attorney General and with the approval of the trial judge 
would waive the death penalty. You agreed to accept a sentence 
of 99 years. 

It is contemplated that your case will be disposed of tomorrow, 
March 10, by the above plea and sentence. This will shorten the 
trial considerably. In consideration of the time it will save me, 

I am willing to make the following adjustment of my fee anange-' 
ment with you: 

If the plea is entered and the sentence accepted and no embar- 
rassing circumstances take place in the courtroom, I am willing 
to assign to any bank, trust company or individual selected by you 
all my receipts under the above assignment in excess of $165,000. 
These funds over and above the first $165,000 will be held by 
such bank, trust company or individual subject to your order. 

I have either spent or obligated myself to spend in excess of 
$14,000, and I think these expenses should be paid in addition to 
a $150,000 fee. I am sure the expenses will exceed the $15,000, 
but I am willing to rest of that figure. 

Yours truly, 
Percy Foreman 

Dear James Earl: 

You have asked that I advance to Jerry Ray $500 of the 
“$5,000”, referring to the first $5,000 paid by William Bradford 
Huie. At that time I had spent in excess of $9,500 on your case. 
Since then I have spent in excess of $4,000 additional. 

But I am willing to advance Jerry $500 and add it to the 
$165,000 mentioned in my other letter to you today. In other 
words, I would receive the first $165,500. But I would not make 
any other advances — just this one $500. And this advance also is 
contingent upon tne plea of guilty and sentence going through on 
March 10, 1969, without any unseemly conduct on your part in 
court. 

P. S. The rifle and the white Mustang are tied up in the suit 
filed by Renfro Hayes [the private detective who worked for Mr. 
Hanes]. Court costs and attorneys fees will be necessary, perhaps, 
to get them released. I will credit the $165,500 with whatever they 
bring over the cost of obtaining them, if any. 

Both those letters are signed by Mr. Foreman and acknowledged 
with the signature of James Earl Ray. 


MLK Exhibit F-121 



43 


Mr. Preyer. The letter read in part by the witness dated Dec. 23, 
1968, to his brother, will be marked as MLK exhibit No. F-122, and 
entered into the record. 

[Document referred to was marked for identification into the record 
as MLK exhibit No. F-122, entered into the record, and follows:] 





MLK Exhibit F-122 
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Mr. Pkeyer. If the witness desires, they will be offered into the record 
at this point. 

Mr. Sawyer. I would also like to have introduced the stipulations, 
MLK exhibit No. F-79, and the voir dire, MLK exhibit No. F-80 in 
open court, the transcripts of which I also used. 

Mr. Preyer. So ordered. They will be introduced into the record at 
this point. 

[Whereupon, Martin Luther King exhibit Nos. F-79 and F-80 were 
marked for identification for the record, and follow :] 


36-174 0 - 79 -4 
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MLK Exhibit F-79 

STATE OF TENNESSEE VS. JAMES EARL RAY 

' PROPOSED STIPULATION AS TO MATERIAL FACTS WHICH THE 
STATE WOULD PROVE IN THE COURSE OF THIS TRIAL THROUGH 
' LAY AND EXPERT WITNESSES. IN THE COURSE OF THE PRES- 
ENTATION TO THE JURY, THE DETAILS OF THE EVIDENTIARY 
FACTS ESTABLISHING THESE MATERIAL FACTS WILL BE 
ENLARGED UPON: 

1. That on April 21, 1967, defendant, James Earl Ray, bought 
a six- transistor Channel Master radio at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary and his ID No. 00416 scratched on the end and 
this same radio was in the blue zipper bag dropped in front 
of Canipe*s shortly after 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968. 

2. That as John L. Rayns defendant was employed at the Indian 
Trail Restaurant, Winnetka, Illinois, 5-3 to 6-24-67. 

3. that on 7-17-67 defendant registered as John L. Rayns at 
the Bourgard Motel in Montreal, Canada. 

4. That on 7-18-67 defendant executed a lease at Harkay Apart- 
ments, 3589 Notre Dame East, using the name Eric S. Galt. 

5. That on 7-19-67 defendant purchased a suit from Tip Top 
Tailors in Montreal and this suit was recovered from defendant’s 
luggage after arrest in London. 

6. That on July 21, 1967, defendant was fitted for a suit 

at English and Scotch Woolen Co. in Montreal ^_said suit being 
subsequently shipped to defendant as Eric S. Galt at 2608 South 
Highland, Birmingham, Alabama. 

7. That on August 26, 1967, as Eric Galt, defendant rented a 
room at 2608 South Highland, Birmingham, Alabama. 

8. That as Eric S. Galt defendant rented safe deposit box at 
Birmingham Trust National Bank. 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE VS. JAMES EARL RAY 
STIPULATIONS — 


9. That defendant purchased a 1966 white Mustang for $1,995.00 
from William D. Paisley and that defendant, as Eric S. Galt, 
transferred registration on said vehicle and obtained Alabama 
Driver's license as Eric Starvo Galt. 

10. That on 10-2-67 defendant purchased a 1968 Alabama Li- 


cense 1-38993 for said Mustang. 

11- That as Eric S. Galt defendant wrote letter to Superior 
Bulk Film Co. advising defendant was leaving for Mexico, dated 
10-5-67 and would send Mexican address. 

12. That as Eric S. Galt defendant entered Mexico on a tourist 

permit on October 7, 1967, remaining in this country until the 
middle of November, 1967. • "l^Y- . . 

13. That defendant wrote Bulk Film Company requesting refund 

check be mailed to Eric Galt at Hotel Rio, Puerto Vallarto, 
Mexico. " . • ■' : 


14. That on November 19, 1967, defendant rented Apartment 6 at 
1535 North Serrano, Los Angeles, California, as Eric S. Galt. . 


15. That on November 20, 1967, defendant wrote letter to 
Superior Bulk Film requesting refund be sent to him at Serrano 
address. v , j 


16. That as Eric S. Galt defendant took dancing lessons at 

National Dance Studio in Long Beach, California, from December 5 
1967, through February 12, 1968. . . 

17. That in December, 1967, defendant drove to New Orleans 

with Charlie Stein and brought Rita Stein's children back to 
Los Angelas, >> wttutx taken Charle s— St e - in-, Rita -Ste te-and 

M nr i- ft Martin fn Geor ge— Wa- 1 lace headqua rters xn LoST Ange dres— for 
pu^p^e--of ,-re-gds^rdn-g--ftrr--Wajr-Tace. 



48 


Page 3 

STATE OF TENNESSEE VS* JAMES EARL RAY 

STIPULATIONS- - ------ . .... : 

18. That defendant registered at the Provincial Motel in New 
Orleans as Eric S. Galt. 

19. That as Eric Galt defendant used laundry service at Avalon 
Cleaners in Los Angeles and sheets laundered by this company 
recovered from his Mustang in Atlanta. 

20. That as Eric Galt defendant had shorts and undershirt 
(recovered from the blue zipper bag in front of Canipe's) 
laundered at the Home Service Laundry in Los Angeles. 

21. That as Eric S. Galt defendant enrolled in and attended 
the International School of Bartending in Los Angeles during 
the period of 1-19 to 3-2-68. 

22. That defendant took up residence at the St. Francis Hotel 
in Los Angeles on 1-21-68. 

23. That on March 5, 1968, defendant had plastic surgery per- 

formed on his nose by Dr. Russell C. Hadley in Hollywood, 
California. - •• 

24. That on March 17, 1968, defendant executed change of mailing 
address card from St. Francis Hotel in Los Angeles to General 
Delivery, Atlanta, Georgia. 

25. That enroute from Los Angeles defendant dropped off a 
package of clothing belonging to Marie Martin's daughter in New 
Orleans. 

26. That as Eric S. Galt defendant spent night at Flamingo 
Motel in Selma, Alabama. 

27. That defendant rented room at Jimmy Garners Rooming House 

in Atlanta,-Georgia, on March 24, 1968.- - 

28. That on March 29, 1968, as Harvey Lowmeyer bought .243 cal. 
rifle with Redfield Scope from Aeromarine Supply Co. in Birmingham, 


Alabama. 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE VS. JAMES EARL RAY 
" STIPULATIONS 

29. That on March 30, 1968, defendant returned above rifle and 
exchanged it for 30-06 Springfield caliber Remington rifle 
which defendant subsequently used to shoot Dr. Martin Luther 
King and dropped in front of Canipe’s shortly after 6:00 p.m. 
April 4, 1968. 

30. That on March 31, 1968, defendant paid Jimmy Gamer for a 
second week's rent and wrote name Eric S. Galt on envelope and 
gave to Garner. 

31. That on April 1, 1968, defendant left laundry at Piedmont 
Laundry in Atlanta. 

32. That on April 3, .1968, defendant purchased shaving kit at 
Rexall Drug Store in Memphis. 

33. That defendant registered as Eric S. Galt in Rebel Motel, 
Memphis, Tennessee on April 3, 1968. 

34. That on April 4, 1968, as John Willard defendant rented 
Room 5B from Mrs. Bessie Brewer at 422 1/2 South Main in Memphis 
Tennessee. 

35. That on April 4, 1968, defendant purchased Bushnell binoc- 
ulars and case from York Arras Co. on South Main Street. 

36. That defendant parked his white Mustang on Main Street 
just south of Canipe's. 

37. That at approximately 6:01 p.m., April 4, 1968, defendant 
fired a shot from the second floor bathroom of the rooming 
house and fatally wounded Dr. Martin Luther King who was stands 
ing on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel. 

38. That defendant ran from second floor and -dropped the rifle, 
box, 9 rounds of ammunition, a green and brown bedspread and a 
blue zipper bag containing various items including: 

(1) tack hammer and pliers 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE VS. JAMES EARL RAY 

STIPULATIONS 

(2) April 4 issue of COMMERCIAL APPEAL 

(3) Bushnell Binoculars, case and box 

(4) Shaving kit from Rexall Drug 

(5) Channel Master pocket size radio 

(6) Two unopened cans of Schlitz beer 

(7) Hair brush and miscellaneous toiletry items 

(8) Pair of men's shorts and undershirt 

39. That defendant left scene in his 1966 white Mustang and on 
the morning of April 5, 1968, left this car parked in Capitol 
Homes parking lot in Atlanta, Georgia. 

40. That defendant picked up laundry from Piedmont Cleaners 
and left note for Jimmy Gamer on April S, 1968. 

41. That on April 8, 1968, the defendant as Paul Bridgman 
rented room at 102 Ossington West, Toronto, Canada. 

42. That on April 10 the defendant wrote letter as Paul Bridgman 
requesting copy of birth certificate. 

43. That as Paul Bridgman defendant had passport photo made 
in Toronto. 

44. That defendant as Ramon George Sneyd rented room at 962 
Dundas Street in Toronto. 

45. That defendant applied for passport and booked passage 

through the Kennedy Travel Bureau on flight to London as Ramon 
George Sneyd. . . 

46. That defendant obtained birth certificate in name of Sneyd* 

47. That defendant flew to London as Sneyd. 

48. That defendant exchanged ticket and flew to Lisbon, Portugal. 

49. That in Lisbon the defendant obtained new passport correcting 
last name from Sneya to Sneyd. 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE VS. JAMES EARL RAY 
- STIPULATIONS . ; 

50. That on May 17 , 1968, defendant flew back to London. 

51. That in London the defendant as Sneyd lived respectively 
at the Heathfield House, New Earls Court and Pax Hotel until 
June 8, 1968. 

52. That the defendant was arrested at Heathfield Airport, 

London, as he was preparing to go to Brussels on June 8, 1968. 

53. That in addition to the two passports , birth certificate 

of Sneyd, several items of correspondence, including some from 
Kennedy Travel Bureau, and a cash ticket from Andy's Men Shop 
in Toronto, Canada, dated May 6, 1968, the defendant had in 
his possession a 38 caliber revolver of Japanese make at the 
time of arrest. \ 

54. That the defendant's luggage contained the suit from Tip 

Top Tailors and Scotch Woolen from Montreal and also a 220 Polaroid 
camera, as well as items on list furnished pursuant to request. 

55. That the defendant was fingerprinted by Insp. Brine of 
Scotland Yard at Heathrow Airport. 

56. That various items were obtained from the 1966 white Mustang 
in Atlanta on April 11 , 1968, including: ; clothing, floor mats, 
bed linen and pillows, sweepings, "etc."; that items from 

Room SB in Memphis, the bathroom at 422 1/2 South Main, items 
from the room of defendant at Jimmy Garners in Atlanta and the 
items recovered from in front of Canipe's, as well as other’ 
physical evidence heretofore mentioned, would be the basis of 
expert testimony concerning ballistics, handwriting, finger- 
prints and identification by hairs and fibers. 

In addition to the above -stipulated presentation the State ex- 
pects to call one or two lay Corpus witnesses, the County Medi- 
cal Examiner and two law enforcement officers. 
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MLK Exhibit F-80 

HI THE- CRrSIKAL COURT 07 SHELBY COUUTY, 7ESHESSEE 
DIVISION* III 


STATE 0? 7EHSESSEE, ) 

•' > ' 

•Coaplainant , ) 

. ■’*■ ; ) , • : ■■■>.■ 

versus ) Ko. 166^1 5 Murder In The 

) Pirst Decree 

JAMES EARL RAY, ) 

ALIAS ERIC STAS VO SALT, ) No. 16819 Carrying a 

ALIAS J OH: I WILLARD, ) Dangerous Weapon 

ALIAS HARVEY LGWTIZYER, ) 

ALIAS HARVEY LOWMYER, ) 


) 

Defendant. ) 
> 



BE IT REMEMBERED, That the above-styled cause cace 


on to be heard this 10th day of March, 1969, before the 
Honorable W. Preston Battle, Judre, presiding, before a Jury 
duly impaneled and sworn to try the issues herein joined, 
wherein evidence was introduced and the following proceedings 
were had, to-wit: 


APPEARANCES 

Per the Ccaplainant- — — Oen. Phil H. Canale 

Mr. Robert K. Dwyer 
Mr. Jan«3 Beasley 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Shelby County Office Building 
Memphis, Tennessee, 
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For the Defendant— — Mr . Perc7 Foreman 

8Qli South Coast Building 
Houston, Texas 

Hr* Hugh feV Stanton, Sr* 
Mr. Hugh tf* Stanton, Jr. 
l#incoln American Tower 
Mecphls, Tennessee 
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MARCH 10, 1969 - 9:30 A ,M, 

THE COURT: All right, sir, I believe 

the only natter we have pending before us 
is the matter of Janes Earl Ray. 

MR. FOREMAN: Would Your Honor give me 

Just a minute? 

THE COURT: Yes, sir. 

HR. FOREMAN: May it please the Court, 

in this cause we have prepared, and the 
Defendant and I have signed and Mr. Hugh 
Stanton, Sr., and Jr., willncw sign, a pe- 
tition for waiver of trial and request for 
the acceptance of a plea of guilty, and we 
have an Order, now. 

Would the Clerk pass this up? 

, .(Thereupon, the said document was 
passed to the Court.) 

THE COURT: I see. Then this is a 

compromise and a settlement on a plea of 
guilty to murder in the first degree on an * 
agreed settlement of 99 years in the peni- ‘ 
tentiary; is that true? 

MR. FOREMAN: Yes, that's it. That is 

the agreement. Your Honor. 
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THE COURT: Is that the agreement? 

MR* CAaJALE: Yes, sir* 

:.TKE COURT: ' All right, I will have to 
voir dire Mr* Ray* 

Mr. Janes Earl Hay, stand* 

(Thereupon, the Defendant complied 
with the request of the Court.) 

THE COURT: Have your lawyers explained 

all your rights to you and do you. understand 
then? . 

MR. HAY: Yes, sir* 

/ THE COURT: Do you know that you have 

a right to a trial by Jury on the charge of 
murder- -in the first degree against you, the 
punishment; for nurder in the first degree 
ranging fron death by electrocution to any 
bine over 20 years? 

The burden of proof is on the State of 
Tennessee to prove you guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt and to a noral certainty, * " 
and the decision of the jury must be unani~ 
sous both as to guilt and punishment. 

In the event of a jury verdict against 
you, you would have the right to file a 
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notion for a new trial addressed to the 
trial Juice .. In the event or an adverse 
ruling: against you on your notion for a 
new trial, you would have the right to 
successive appeals to tho Tennessee Court 
of Crlnlnal Appeals and the Supreme Court 
of Tennessee and to file a petition for 
review by the Suprene Court of the United 
States. 

Do you understand that you have all of 
.these rights? 

HR. RAY: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: You are entering a plea of 

guilty to nurd cr in the first degree, as 

, 

charged* in the indie tnent, and are conpro- 
nising and settling your case on an agreed 
punishnent of 59 years in the State # 
Penitentiary. 

Is this what you want to do? 

Krt. RAT: Yes. I have been — That’s 

yes — - 

THE COURT: Is that what you want to 

do? 


MR. RAY: That * s right 
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THE COURT: Do you. understand that 

you are waiving which aeons giving up, 
a fornal trial by your plea of guilty, al- 
though the laws of this State require the 
prosecution to present certain evidence to 
a Jury in all cases of pleas of guilty to 
siurder in the first degree? 

By your plea of guilty, you are also 
waiving your right to: 

One, your notion for a new trial; 

Two, successive appeals to the Supreme 
Court, to the Tennessee Court of Criminal 
Appeals, and the Suprene Court of Tennessee; 



Three, a petition to review it by the 
Suprene Court of the United States, 

By your plea of guilty, you are also 
abandoning and waiving your objections and ' 
exceptions to all the notions and petitions"’ 
in which the Court has heretofore ruled 
against you, in whole or in part, anong 
then being: 

One, Motion to withdraw a plea and quash 


indie tnent 
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JEwo, Motion to Inspect the evidence; 

Three, Motion to remove lights and 
.cameras froa the Jail; 

Four, Motion for private consultation 
with Attorney; 

Five, Petition to authorize Defendant 
to take depositions; 

Six, Motion to permit conference with 

Kule; 

Seven, Motion to permit photographs; 

* Sight, Motion to designate Court 
Reporters; 

Nine, Motion to stipulate testimony; 

„Tan,. Suggestion of proper name. 

You are waiving and giving up all these 
rights? 

HH. RAY: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Has anything besides your - 

sentence of 99 years in the penitentiary been 
promised to you to get you to plead guilty? 

MR. RAY: No, no one has U3ed pressure. 

THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty to 

murder In the first degree in this case be- 
cause you killed Ur. Martin Luther King under 
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such c Ire ’.instances that would snke you 
legally guilty of nurdcr In the first de- 
gree urler the law as explained to you by 
your lawyers? 

HR. HAY: Yes, legally guilty, uh-huh. 

THE COURT: Is this plea of guilty to 

nurder in the first decree with agreed 
punlshnent of 99 years in the State peni- 
tentiary freely, voluntarily and understand- 
Ingly node and entered by you? 

HH« HAY: Yes, sir, 

THE COURT: Is this plea of guilty on 

your part the free act of your free will, 
nade with your full knowledge and understand- 
ing of»its neanlng and consequences? 

HR. HAY: Yes, sir, 

THE COURT: You nay be seated, 

(thereupon, the Defendant conplied 
with the request of the Court . ) 

THE COURT: All right, sir,, are you 

ready for a Jury? 

MR. FO?.E!!AK: Yes, Your Honor, 

THE COURT: All right, sir, call 12 

nanes, take then one at a tice cut of the 
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box and call the none, 

DEPUTY: Janes V* Ballard; Cua Carlota; 

Johnny Shaw; Janes M. Abran; John Blackwell; 
Asos G. Black, Jr; J. Paul Howard; Hiller 
Wllllan3on; Robert S. St, Pierre, S-t. 
P-I-e-r-r-e. 

KR. ST. PIERRE: Here. 

DEPUTY: Janes R. Pate; Joe Stovall, Jr; 

Richard Lee Counsellor. 

Acos G. Black? 

H!t. BLACK: Yes. 

DEPUTY: Have a seat In the box. 

John W. Blackwell; Janes <J. Abran; 

Robert S. St. Pierre; Miller Hilliaason; 

J. Paui- Howard; Robert Lee Counsellor. 

Last s^at.V 

Joe Stovall, Jr.; Janes R. Pate; 

Johnny Shaw; Gus Carlota; Janes W. Ballard. 
(Thereupon, the Jurors were seated 
In the Jury box.) 

GEN. CANALE: May it please the Court, 

Gentlenen of the Jury, I will introduce 
oy self • My nane is Phil M. Canale, Jr. I 
an the District Attorney here in Shelby 
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.Count y, Tennessee . 

This la ay Executive Assistant, Mr. 
Robert Dwyer, Assistant Attorney General, 

Hr, Janes Seasley, both in ny office* 

The next gentlenan is Mr* Percy 
Porenan, who represents the Defendant, Mr. 
.Janes Earl Ray, in this case; Mr. Hugh 
Stanton, Sr., also representing Hr. Ray; 

Mr* Hugh Stanton, Jr., representing: Mr* Ray, 
and Mr# Janes Earl Ray is seated in the 
second row here behind his attorney. 

Gentlenen, the case we have for con- 
sideration today is the case of the State 
of Tennessee against Janes Earl Ray, who 
is charged >by the State of Tennessee in an 
indictnent of nurder invfche first decree, 
growing out of the slaying on April 4th of 
1963, or Dr. Martin Luther Kins, Jr# 

New, Gentlenen, this Defendant, Hr . 
Janes Earl Ray, has the right under our law 
to a trial by Jury. He also has a right to 
enter a plea of guilty if he so desires. 

This Doming, Mr. Porenan, his attorney, 
has announced to the Court that Janes Earl 
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Bay desires to charge his plea fron not 
-guilty to guilty* 

The Court , before you entered the . 
room In here, entered the courtroom In 
here, has questioned the Defendant, .Jases 
Earl Hay, about the voluntariness of his 
plea, and Baking sure that he has been 
explained all of his rights* The Court 
has done that and the Defendant has stated 
that this Is a voluntary plea on his part, 
and that was done before you cane In the 
courtroom* 

How, In such a situation as this, re* 
presenting the people of the State cf 
Tennessee, I have to make a recommendation 
as to punl absent in the case, and on the 

plea of guilty to the Defendant for the 

/ 

slaying of Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., I 
have recommended a sentence of 95 years In 
the State penitentiary at KaBhville. 

Now, Gentlemen, can each of you sit 
here as Jurors, and we will put on some 
proor for your consideration, can each of 
you sit here as Jurors and accept that plea 
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of guilty of the Defendant , Janes Earl Hay, 
and the recommended punishment which has 
been accepted , offered by the State and ac- 
cepted by Jones Earl Hay, the punlshnent of 
99 years in the State penitentiary at 
Kashvllle? 

Can each of you do that? 

(Thereupon, the jurors Indicated 

that they could do so*) 

' GEK. CAKALE* A1X right, sir. 

TliE COURT: Do you wish the Jury to be 

sworn at this tine? 

GEN* CANALE: Xot Just yet. Your Honor. 

I want to cake a few core re narks. 

~*It lsi ineunbent upon the State In a 
plea of guilty to murder In the first degree 
to put on certain proof for your consideration. 

We have to put on proof of what we law- 
yers call the proof of the corpus delicti 
which is the body of the crise. Ve will^also 
put on several lay witnesses or police offi- 
cers to Till you in on certain important as- 
pects of this case, and then we will introduce 
certain physical evidence through these 
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witnesses, and Mr. Beasley,, or Mr. Dwyer 
will question these witnesses, and *?r. 
Beasley will give you an agreed stipula- 
tion of facts that the State has gotten 
up which contains what the State would 
prove b7 witnesses If this went to trial, 
and you will have the benefit of all that 
Information through this stipulation of 
fact which has been agreed to by the State 
and by the Defendant as to what the State 
would prove If this natter went to trial* 

, I just want to nake one core statement 
to you gentlemen before we proceed with 
this natter. 

There have naturally in any case that 
has had this notoriety, there have been 
rumors going all around, perhaps sone of 
70U havo heard sone of these rumors, that 
Mr. Janes Earl Bay was a dupe In this thing 
or a fall guy or a member of a conspiracy 
In a plan to kill, conspired plan to kill 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

X want to state to you as your Attorney 
General tiiat we have no proof other than 
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that Dr. Martin Duther Kins/ Jr. was killed 
by Janes Earl Hay and Janes Earl Hay alone, 
not In concert with anyone else. 

Our office has examined over 5*000 
printed paces of invest! sat ion work done by 
local police , by national police organiza- 
tions* and by international law enforce- 
nent agencies. We have exaained over 300 
physical bits of evidence, physical exhibits. 

Three non in ny office, Mr. Dwyer, Hr. 
Beasley, and Hr. John Carlyle, the chief 
investigator in the Attorney General* s Office, 
— you can't see hin over here — have trav- 
eled thousands of niles all over this country 
and*tp’Essny cities, in foreign countries on 
this investigation, our own independent In- 
vestigation, and 1 Just state to you frankly 
that we have no evidence that there was any 
conspiracy involved in this. 

I will state this to you further: If at 

any tine there is evidence presented, ccn- 
petent evidence presented, which we can in- 
vestigate and bear out, that there was a con- 
spiracy involved in this, I assure you as 
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your Attorney General that we will take 
prompt and vigorous action In searching . 

It out and In asking that Indie taents be 
returned, if there ere other people or 
should have. If it ever should develop 
that other people were Involved, and you 
have ay assurance on that* JJot only ce 
but the local law enforcement officers and 
your national law enforceaent officers, and 
X Just* wanted to give you that thought* 

Thank you very nuch, Gentlemen. 

MU* .POZIEFSAH: May I? 

Oentlencn of the Jury, X an Percy Foreaan, 
permitted by Hie Honor to appear, and It is 
an honor tfo appear, in this court for thin 
case* 

X never expected, hoped or had any idea 
when I entered this case that I would be able 
to accomplish anything except perhaps save 
this nan* s life. 

All of us, all of you were as well- 
Inforccd as was I about the facts of this case 
due to the fact that we do have such an ef- 
fective news media, both electronic and press 
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HR* SHAW: Yea, sir. 

HR* FOREMAN: You would write the sane 

verdict also? Your answer is the sane? 

HR. SHAW: Yea, sir. 

HR. FOREMAN: Hr. Cariota, is that 

your answer, sir? 

HR. CARIOTA: Yea, sir. 

MR. FOREMAN: And you, Mr. Ballard? 

HR. BALLARD: Yea, sir. 

HR. FORETAN i You would? Thank you. 
Thank you very nuch. 

Thank you. Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Do both aides accept the 

Jury? 

>21. Foreman: V© do. Your Honor. 

GEN. CANALE: The State does. Your 

Honor. 

MR. RAY: Your Honor, I would like to 

say something too, if I nay. 

THE COURT: All right. 

HR. RAY: I don't want to change any- 

thing that I have said. I don't want to 
add anything onto it either. The only thing 
I have to say is, I don't exactly accept 
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the theories of Mr, Clark. 

In other words . 1 an not bound to 
accept these theories of Mr. Clark. 

HR. FOREMAN: Who la Mr. Clark? 

HR. RAY: Ramsey Clark. 

HR. FOREMAN: Oh. 

MR. RAY: And Kr. Hoover. 

HR. FOREMAN: Hr. v.fco? 

HR. RAY: Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. The 

only thins. I say I an not — I agree to 
.all these stipulations. I an not trying to 
change anything. 1 Just want to add some^ 
thing onto It. 

THE COURT: You don't agree with 

whose theories? 

HR. RAY: I meant Mr. Canale. Kr. 

Poresan. Mr. Ransey Clark. I nean on the 
conspiracy thing. I don f t want to add 
eonethlng onto It which 1 haven 9 t agreed 
to In the past. 

MR. FOREMAN: I think that what he Is 

saying Is that he doesn't think that Ransey 
Clark's right or J. Edgar Hoover Is right. 

I didn't argue them as evidence In 



this case* I siaply stated that, under- 
writing and backing up the opinions of 
General Canale, that they had cade the 
sane statement* 

You are not required to agree or 
withdraw or anything else. 

TEE COUItT: You still — your answers 

to these questions that X asked you would 
still be the sace? 

KR. RAY: Yes, 3ir* 

The only thing is I Just didn*t want 
to add anything onto then. That was all* 
THE COURT: There is nothing in these 

answers to these questions I asked you, 
in other wbrds, you change none of those? 
MR. RAY: Ho, sir. No, sir* 

THE COURT: In other word 3, you are 

pleading guilty and taking 99 years, and 
I think the cain question here that I want 
to ask you is this: 

Are you pleading guilty to nurder in 
the first degree in thi3 case because you 
killed Dr. Martin Luther King under such 
clrcusstances that would cake you legally 
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and magazines. Took ne a month to convince 
nyself of that fact which the Attorney 
General of the United States and J. Set gar 
Hoover of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
announced last July; that is, Just what 
Gen* Canale has told you, that there was not 
a conspiracy. 

I have talked i/lth my client more than 
50 hours, I would estimate, and cross- 
examination most of that tlrse, checkins each 
hour, minute, each expenditure of noney down 
to even 50 and 75 cents for shaves and hair- 
cuts, pursuing the — 

I have rone through agreed reconrenda- 
tlonc'in cApltal cases many tines, and I 
know from past experience some of the ques- 
tions that cone to your mind as jurors, and 
I think you are entitled to have them an- 
swered new before you are sworn as Jurors. 

Or.e of the things you are wondering is, 
if this agreement has been rt-a.de between the 
prosecution and defense, why should we be 
brought In here at all? 

Gentlemen of the Jury, that goes back 
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several hundred years la the Jurisprudence 
of Anglo-Saxon law, and lt f s a part of the 
law of every state In the Union that X know 
about In capital cases, that capital case 
neans a case where one of the alternate 
punlshnents Is the possibility of Infliction 
of death, and the law Is so concerned about 
not establishing sordid chambered sessions 
where people *s lives will be bartered, that 
they require what the Constitution calls a 
public trial, and you are the public in this 
case and you must understand what *3 going 
on; You are the brakoe, but not one of you 
is required to sit on this Jury. You have 

***'*. i 

a right, any one of you, who thinks that It 
would be contrary to your conscience to 
write the penalty agreed upon by the prose- 
cution and approved by the Court. If there 
is any one of you who feels, for any reason, 
you would rather be excused, why I am sure 
His Honor will excuse you at this time be- 
fore the Jury is sworn and call someone else 
to take your place. 

Those of us who have spent our lives in 
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the courtroom, and particularly In the field 
of what's called cr Inina 1 law* ve are sup- 
posed to be able to evaluate a case. This 
Is the extrene penalty 3 hort of one step* 

-he death penalty Is by nany people thought 
to be worse punishment than life or S9 
years in the penitentiary. I don't think 
there. Is any punishment at all to death ex- 
cept from the time punishment Is assessed 
until It Is carried Into execution* because 
certainly there Is no punishment after than. 

What* through the fact that you have 
a District Attorney General* who is as big 
as his office, if not bigger* a nan who is 
not pri^*r}ly concerned with the scalps on 
his belt. He Is not trying to get a glor- 
ious reputation to run for some higher office, 
and the fact that 70U have a Judge* 'a sin- 
cere humane and compassionate nan, has en- 
abled us to do here what some of the other 
celebrated trials were not able. 

There Is Just as compassionate a District 
Attorney in Los Angeles as there Is here* 

Just as big a nan, but the Judge would not 
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agree In that case, and that*s why that 
-case Is going on. 

But here In Shelby County, Tennessee, 
you are blessed with a Judiciary anil with 
a prosecuting attorney, who are able to 
look at this ease as well as any other 
case and not be swept off their feet by 
the backwash of publicity, and there is 
no special consideration here, 

I an advised by ny co-counsel, Hugh 
Stanton, Sr., that there has never been a 
tine In the history of Shelby County when 
a plea of guilty was entered that the death 
penalty was not waived. 

So all that we have here Is the sane 
precedent, equal Justice being applied as 
It would be If this were Joe Blow, John Doe 
or Richard Roe Instead of Janes Earl Ray. 

How, with that, I want to ask each of- 
you individually Just one single question. 

It is polling the Jury in advance. 

Hr* Black, who Is Mr. Black? 

Hr. Black, are you willing to assess 
the punishment that His Honor and Gen. Canale 
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and the attorneys for the defense have 
agreed upon In this case, 99 years? 

HR. BLACK: Tea • 

HR. FOREMAN: You are* Thank you, 

air* And Hr* Blackwell, are you like* 
wise willing to — is there anything in 
your conscience that would rebel at 
writing this penalty agreed upon in this* 
ease? 

And you, Mr* Abrams, la that your 
answer also, and if accepted as a Juror 
In this case, you will underwrite the ver- 
dict and the Judgment of the Court and 
prosecuting attorney and defense counsel? 

MB. ABRAMS: Yes, sir. 

"MR. FOREMAN: Thank you, Hr. Abraa. 

And you are Mr* St* Pierre? 

MR. ST. PIERRE: That is correct* 

. HR* FOREMAN: That is St* Pierre, 

Isn't it? 

1 bet they haven’t pronounced it 
right here yet* 

MR. ST* PIERRE: That is one 

HR* FOREMAN: Are you, Mr. St* Pierre, 
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willing to subscribe to the verdict of 
99-year sentence In this case If ac- 
cepted as a Juror? 

HR. ST. PIERRE: Yes. 

HR. FOREMAN: Thank you. And you 

are Mr. Williamson? 

HR. WILLIAMSON: Yes, sir. 

MR. FOREMAN : Is that your answer 

also? 

MR. WILLIAMSON: Yes, sir. 

MR. FOREMAN: And If you are sworn 

as a Juror In this case, you will assess 
the penalty agreed upon and as recommended 
by your Attorney General and approved by 
His Honor, > Judge Battle? 

MR. WILLIAMSON: Yes, sir. 

MR. FOREMAN; And you, Mr. Howard? 

HR. HOWARD: Yes, sir. 

MR. FOREMAN: Will you likewise assess 

the penalty of 99 years If you are accepted 
as a Juror In this case? 

HR. HOWARD: Yes, sir. 

HR, FOREMAN: Thank you. And you are 


Mr. Counsellor? 
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HR. COUNSELLOR: Yes, sir. 

HR. FOREMAN: Thank you. Hr. Counsellor 

Is your answer the sane as these gentle— 
men on the back seat? 

HR. COUNSELLOR: Yes, sir. 

MR. FOREMAN: You will underwrite that 

'’•verdict ■ 

MR. COUNSELLOR? Yes, sir. 

HR. FORUIAIi: — if accepted as a 

juror. 

And you, Mr. Stovall? 

MR. STOVALL: That is ny answer also. 

MR. FOREMAN: Thank you, sir. We 

have a Judge Stovall in Houston. 

Mr.- Pate? 

' " JHR.’PATE: Y«s, sir. * 

HR. FOREMAN: Would you underwrite 

the verdict of 99 years as agreed upon and 
reconnended by your Attorney Qeneral? 

HR. PATE: Yes, sir. 

MR. FOREMAN: And agreed to by the 

defense in this case and by the Defendant? 

And Hr. Shaw, is that your answer 


also? 
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guilty of nuraer in the first degree under 
the law as explained to you by your lawyers? 

HR, RAY: Yes, sir, make ne guilty on 

that* 

THE COURT:' Your answers are still yes? 

MR, RAY: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: All right, sir, that is all. 

You aay swear the Jury. 

(Thereupon, the Jury was sworn,) 

TJS COURT: Swear the officers, too, 

four or five of then. 

-Everyone who is to be sworn, ask the 
officers to cone in. 

(Thereupon, the of f icers were sworn, ) 
~G£K. ^AUALE: Your Honor, I will read 

the indie tsent to the Jury at this tine. 

THE COURT: All right, sir. 

GEU. CAHALE: Gentlemen of the Jury, the 

indictnent in this case reads as follows: 

"State of Tennessee, Shelby County, 
Criminal Court or Shelby County, January 
term, 1963. 

"The Grand Jurors of the State of 
Tennessee, duly elected, inpanel ed,. sworn 
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and charged to inquire in and for the 
.tody of the County of Shelby, in the 
State aforesaid, upon their oath pre— 
sent that Janes Earl Kay, alias Eric 
Starvo Galt, alias John Villard, alias 
Harvey Loieseyer, spelled L-o-w-a-e-y-e-r, 
.alias Harvey Lownyer, spelled 
l-o— w-o— y-e— r, late of the County afore- 
said, heretofore, to-wit, on the $fch day 
of April, 1963, before the finding of this 
indictsent, in the County aforesaid, did 
unlawfully, feloniously, wilfully, de- 
liberately, preneditatedly, and with 

malice aforethought kill and murder 

* ■ * 

Martin Luther King, Jr., against the peace 
and dignity of the State of Tennessee." 

Thl3 is signed by myself, Phil H. 
Canale, Jr., Attorney General, Criminal 
Court or Shelby County, Tennessee, and it 
was returned a true bill by the Shelby 
County Grand Jury on the 7th day of May, 
1968, and signed W. F. 3owld, Foreman cf 
the Grand Jury. 

MR. FOREMAN: To which. Gentlemen of 
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the Jury, the Defendant, Janes Earl Ray, 
enters a plea of guilty, 

MR* DWYER: Mr, Oray, call Reverend 


Kyle, please, sir 
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SAMSEL E. T.TLZ3 

The said witness, being first duly sworn, testified 
as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
5T MR. DVYER: 

Q Will you state your nase to this Court and Jury, 

please, air? 

A Sasuel E. Eyles. 

Q And where do you live, sir? 

A 2215 South Parkway East, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Q Your profession Is what, air? 

A 'I an in the ninistry. 

Q And what denomination do you belong to. Rev. Kyles? 

A Baptist. 

Q And the.nai^e of your church, please, sir? 

A Monumental Baptist Church. 

Q And where is that located, sir? 

A 704 South Parkway East, Memphis, Tennessee. 

C Rev. Kyles, I will ask you If you knew a san by the 

name of Martin Luther Kins, Jr.? 

A Yes, I co. 

Q Was he a friend of yours. Rev. Kyles? 

A Yes, we were personal friends. 

And this was over a period of how many years. 


Q 
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please, air? 

A About ten years. 

Q Rev. Kyles, I aa going to direct your attention and 

menory back to the date of April the 4th, 1963. 

Do you recall that date, sir? 

A Tea, I do. 

Q And around 6:00 P.3, on that date where were you? 

A I was In the Lorraine Motel In Boon 306. 

Q And the purpose of being down there was what. Rev. 

Kyles? 

A I had gone to pick Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. up 

to go hone, go to ny house at 2215 South Parkway East for a 
soul food dinner. 

Q And had Dr. King agreed to go out to your hone and 

eat dinner wlth> you7 
A Yes. 

Q All right, now, a few clnutes prior to 6:00 P.M., 

Rev. Kyles, do you recall your location at that tine? 

A Yes. I spent about 45 ninutes In Rooa 306 with Dr. 

King. 

Q Were you engaging with conversation with hla at that 

tine. Rev. Kyles? 

A Yes, I was. . 

Q Was Dr. King alive and In good health and In good 
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spirits at that tlsc and at that location? 

A Yes, he was* 

Q All right, now, Rev. Kyles, X aa going to ask you, 

with the Court’s permission, to step down from the witness 
stand. If you will* 

Will you cone down here, Reverend? 

I an going to show you a simulated nock-up of the 
section of the city, Rev. Kyles, and ask you from this if 
you can identify the Lorraine Hotel? 

A Yes, I can. 

Q All right now. Rev, Kyles, if you would, step over 

here so these gentlemen can see you, please, sir. 

Can you give us tho location on the mock-up for 
the benefit of the Court and Jury where Dr. King’s room was 
on that date-?- » 

A Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, approxiaately right 

here (indicating). 

Q That was the upper floor of that motel, is that 

correct? 

A Yes, that’s correct. 

Q And you were in the room with Dr. King, Rev. Kyles? 

A Yes, I was. 

Q All right, now, right at 6; 00 P.M., did he leave the 

room or did you leave the room or what took place down there? 
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A Uhj fairly close to 6:00 ?.M. we were going to leave 

for dinner. Dr* Abernathy was also In the roan. Dr* Xing 
cane out. 1 was still in the room* tie cane out on the bal- 
cony and was greeting sorte of the people who were in the 
courtyard, and he cane back in the rooa, I believe to get 
bis coat, and the both of us cane out together, and we stood 
at this point on the balcony for about, about three minutes 
greeting sene people who else were going to dinner with us. 
And we stood together there about three or four minutes, and 
I turned to ny right to walk away and said I was going and 
get my car and tale* seme of the people who were going to 
dinner* . 

I got approximately 5 or 6 steps away fron him and 
I heard what I now know to be a shot, and I looked over the 
railing. I thought it was a car backfiring, or something^ 
and when X realised what had happened, I turned back to ay 
left and saw Dr. King lying in a position thusly with a 
tremendous wound in his right side. He was laying in this 
position with the wound here (indicating). 

Q All right. Can 70 U depict on there with your, 

finger, Hev. Kyles, whereabouts was Dr. Xing lying at that 
tine? 

A In the little indented point here (indicating). 

There Is a little indented place where the balcony cones and 
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goes In, j 

• ' I 

He was — he was — he had fallen In this little 

cove-like with his feet pressed against the railing, and he 
was lying in a pool of blood at that point* 

Q Reverend, you noticed a gaping wound, did you say, 

about his face? 

A Yes, and it tore this ouch of his face away that - 

I could see, and also noticed that the shot had cut his 
necktie. Just cut it right off at that point* 

I rdaenber that because he had been trying to find 
out — he thought sonebody was playing a trick In the roon — 
he couldn't find his necktie and he did finally find it, and 
we had had sone conversation about his shirt and his neck- 
tie* - 

Q A £2 rlgrft, now, at that tine did Dr* King say any- 
thing to you. Rev. Kyles? . 

A You nean while lying there? 

Q While lying there. 

A Ho, he didn't speak a word. 

Q Ho word. All right, now, what did you do then. 

Reverend? 

A I innediately cane to him and when I saw this 

wound in his face, I ran in the roon and picked up the phene 
to try and get an anbulance and I didn't have success at 
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that because I think the operator had left. She must have 
heard the shot, and cone out. 

So I ease back out and looked over the railing and 
I hollered to somebody, police, I believe, to call an anbu- 
lance and they had already called one, and then I went back 
Into the room and took the spreads off the beds In the roon 
and covered hla, covered him as he was lying there# 

Q Old you go to the hospital with Or# Xing, Rev# 

Xyles? 

A No, I didn't# I remained at the Lorraine to handle 

the phones. We were trying to get In touch with Atlanta and 
Mrs. King. 

Q Rev# Kyles, when you wre on the balcony, after hear- 

Ing the shot, did you look over towards the rooming house? 

A Yes, X did# I heard some people asking, I think 

they were the police, which way the shot cone fron, and there 

were some people pointing# and we all looked In that direc- 
tion. 

Q I will ask you to point on the mock-up here, and X 

will ask you, in the back of the roosting house. Rev# Kyles, 
if you will. 

Do you see the area over there? 

A Over here (indicating)? 


Q 


Yes# 
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A Yea. 

Q Eight in the back, did yon look down in there, in 

that area? 

A Yes, X looked over here because there were bushes 

and things* It wasn*t clear like this (indicating)* 

Q All right* X an going to hand you a photograph 

and ask you. Reverend, if this will depict, this photograph 
will depict the area as it was when you looked over there 
on that evening? 

A It does. 

Q All right, now, X will ask you. Rev* Kyles, did 

you see anybody moving about over there? 

A Ho, I didn # t* 

Q All right. Cone on back, if you will. Reverend. 

- i 

» • (thereupon, the witness resumed 

the witness stand.) 

Q I an going to show you another picture. Rev, Kyles, 

and ask you if you can Identify It for ce, please? 

A Yes. This Is a scene looking north on Mulberry 

Street right in front of the Lorraine Motel, right on the 
parking lot area. 

Q As X asked you the area in back of the rooming house, 

did you look over In that area. Rev. Kyles? 

A Yes, I did. 
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Q Did you see anybody covins about over there? 

A Ho. At the point X looked, I could see the officers 

coning, coning towards — 

3 Cowards the sotel? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q All right, now, Rev. Kyles, did you attend the 

funeral of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

A Yes, I did, in Atlanta, Ga. 

Q I an going to hand you a photograph. Rev. Kyles, 

and ask you if you can identify it, please? 

A Yes. ?hat f s a photograph of Dr. King. 

Q And does that depict the wound that you saw on his 

face when you saw hin on April the Ath, 1963? 

A Yes, it does. 

.MR. DWYER: If the Court pleases, I 

would like to have these photographs 
passed to the Jury for Its consideration. 

THE COURT: Have they been inarked? 

KR. DWYER; We are going to nake 
then all a conposlte exhibit. If the 
Court pleases. 

THE COURT: Ch, you are. 

HR. DWYER: All of them. 

THE COURT: All right, sir. 
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(Thereupon* the said photo£xaphs 
were passed to the Jury.) 

Q Rev. Kyles* what you have testified to* did it 

happen in Keisphis* Shelby County, Tennessee* prior to May 7 > 
1963 ? 

A Yes* it did. 

HR* DWYER: That is all. You ray 

step down* Rev. Kyles. Thank you very 
such. 

(Witness Excused) 

MR. DWYERs Mr. ihauncy Eskridge, 

Mr. Gray. 
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CHAJSSY ESKRIDGE 

The said witness, being first duly sworn, testified 
as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMIKATIC:; . " '^ v. 

BY MR, DVYER: 

Q Will you state your nane to this Court and Jury, 

please, sir? 

A My nace Is Chauncy Eskridge, E— s-k-r-i-d-g-e. 

Q And where do you live, Mr* Eskridge? 

A Chicago, Illinois* 

» . « 

Q And your profession is what, sir? 

A I am attorney at law* 

Q Mr. Eskridge, I an going to direct your attention 

and your cemory back to April 4, 1963* Do you recall that 
date, sir? 

A I do. 

Q And. on that date do you recall where you were? 

A In Menphis, Tennessee. 

Q Around 6:00 P.H. on that date, do you recall where 

you were, Mr. Eskridge? 

A I do* 

Q And where was that, sir? 

A At the Lorraine Hotel* 

Q And your purpose for being there was what, sir? 
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A Visiting with Dr # King, and I was his lawyer* 

Q You represented Dr. King? 

A Yes* : 

Q How, Mr. Eskridge, X am going to ask you to cose 

down, if you will, please, sir, and let ne show you a nock* 
up of that part of the city. 

(Witness conplles with request.) 

Q If you will. If you will take the pointer, Mr. 

Eskridge, and orient yourself a little bit there. 

Around 6:00 P.M. on that date, where were you lo- 
cated, air? 

Cone around here, Mr. Eskridge, so the Jury can see 
what you are doing. 

A I was standing in the courtway looking up at the 

door at 30 6,- ‘the noon 306, and I would have been about here 
(indicating). 

Q All right, sir, now at that tine were you engaging 

Dr. King in conversation or anything like that. Hr. Eskridge? 
A Well, at 6:00 o'clock he cane out of the room. I 

was awaiting hin to go to dinner and I was at the car. The 
driver of the car was standing in front of ce. We were both 
on the lefthand side of the car, and Hev. Andrew Young was 
on the righthand side of the car. 

At any sonent we were expecting Dr. King to corce 
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from the roost* He opened the door, and cane out one time and 
he said something about, "Tell Jesse we are ready to go*" 

He went back in to put in his shirttall and a Tew 
minutes later he cane out with his coat on and he put his 
coat on and put his hand on the rail and leaned over the 
rail and said, "Okay, start the car." 

Whereupon, the sound cane froo ay right ear and 
said, "Zing!" 

And I looked to ny left rear to see what it was* 

And I turned back and looked and he was laying on his back* 
Q Mr* Eskridge, when you turned to your left, did you 

look 'back over towards a rooming house there shown on the 
mock-up? 

A I did. 

Q Did^you see anybody moving about over there at that 

time? 

A I did not. 

Q All right, now, when you turned back, you saw Dr* 

King, he was sprawled out on the balcony; is that right? 

A That* s right. 

Q Did you go to the hospital with Dr* King? 

A 1 did* 

Q And at that tine were you informed that he was dead 


A 


I was 
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Did you attend his funeral, Krv Eskridge? 

I did. 

And- that funeral took place where? 

In Atlanta, Ga. 

You ray resune- the stand there, Mr. Eskridge. 
(Thereupon, the witness resuned 
the witness stand.) 

MH. DWYER : You nay step down. Thank 

you very nuch, Mr. Eskridge. 

(Witness Excused) 

KR.. DWYER: Dr. Francisco, Mr* Gray# 
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DR. JSP.RY THCMA3 FRANCISCO 
The said witness, being first duly sworn, testified 
as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY HR, D'tYZH: 

Q Will you state your naae to this Court and Jury, 

please, sir? 

A Jerry Thomas Francisco* 

Q And ybur profession lo what, sir? 

A Physician. 

Q Are you licensed to practice In the State of 

Tennessee, Dr* Francisco? 

A Yes. 

Q Dr." ‘Francesco, I will ask you If you hold a position 

In our County government here? 

A Yes. 

Q And that position Is what, sir? 

A County Medical Examiner for Shelby County. 

Q What field of medicine have you specialized In, Dr. 

Francisco? 

A The field of pathology and forensic pathology. 

Q Pathology is basically what, sir? 

A Pathology in its simplest terns Is defined as study 

of .disease, that branch of medicine that concerns itself with 
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the causes of disease, the effects of disease upon the tody, 
including trauma, injuries to the tody* 

Q Dr* Francisco, X will ask you if you were acting In 

that capacity as County Medical Examiner on April A, 1963? 

A Yes. 

Q And I will ask you if around 8:47 P.M. on that date 

if you reneaber where you were, sir? 

A Tea. 

Q And will you tell us,, please? 

A In the oedlcal examiner laboratories at the University 

of Tennessee. 

Q X will ask you If at that tine if you had an oc- 

casion to view a dead body? 

A Yes. 

*r 

Q X will show you a photograph that has been shown 

as an exhibit in this case and ask you if that is the body 
that you saw at that tine at that location? 

A Yes. 

Q Dr. Francisco, I will ask you what If anything did 

you do in relation to that body? 

A An autopsy was per formed. 

Q And an autopsy is what, sir? 

A An autopsy is a scientific and systematic examination 

of the body after death in order to determine any wounds. 
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injuries, or diseases present on the tody* 

Q Will you tell us what your examination reflected. 

Dr. Francisco? 

A The ex&zin&tlon revealed a gunshot wound to the 

right side of the face, passing through the body into the 
neck, through the spinal cord at the base of the neck, with 
the bullet lodging beneath the skin near the shoulder blade 
on the left. 

Q Cause of death was what. Dr. Francisco? 

A A gunshot wound to the cervical and thoracic spinal 

cord. 

Q In your ncdlcal opinion, how soon did death occur 

from that wound? 

A Shortly after death, shortly after injury. ' 

Q Did yop* recover anything from the body. Dr. 

Francisco? 

A Yes. 

Q I an going to show you an object and ask you if 

you can identify those. Dr. Francisco? 

A Yes. 

Q And what is that, please, sir? 

A This is the bullet that was removed froc the body 

at the tine of the autopsy. 

Q What, if anything, did you do with that bullet. 
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Dr. Francisco* that you recovered? 

A This bullet wan Identified b7 nucber and delivered 

to representative of the police dcpartnent. 

Q Dr. Francisco, pursuant to the — firsts let ne ask 

you* would 70U give ne an angle or the gentlemen of the jury 
an angle of that wound* Doctor, say* on your own body. If 
you would* please* sir? 

A The angle was from above downward* from right to 

left, passing through the chin, base of the neck*, spinal 
cord Into the back* an angle of something about' like this 
os the body (Indicating). 

Q * * • Pursuant to our Instructions, Dr. Pranclsco* did 

you visit the scene* sir? 

A Yes. 

Q And did you nake certain testa out there or observa- 

tions at the scene? 

A Yes. 

Q Dr. Francisco* I will ask you If you will step dowr 

please, sir, and cone over to the nock-up* please? . 

(Thereupon* the witness coaplied 
with request.) 

Q The tests. Dr. Francisco* were what* please* sir? 

A The tests Included going to the floor* going to 

the floor of the raotel In this area and going to the room 
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over here, viewing fros this point In the rooo to this lo- 
cation on the motel balcony, and in viewing fron back of 
the rooo in this area adjacent to the raotel (indicating). 

Q In other words, then. Doctor, you were angling fron 

the roon in the rooming house to the balcony; is that cor- 
rect, sir? 

A That Is correct. 

Q And then angling fron the back on the ground of the 

rooning house to the balcony; is that correct? — 

A That is correct. 

Q Which one was consistent with the angle of wound. 

Dr. Francisco? 

A The location of the window. 

(Thereupon, the witness resumed 

* t 

. . the witness stand.) - 

HR. DWYER: That is all. Thank you. 

Dr. Francisco. You nay come down, sir. 

(Witness Excused) 

HR. DWYER: Inspector Zachary. 

HR. BEASLEY: Your Honor pledse, 

could I step over by Hr. Carlisle to pass 


hin 
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K* 5,. ZACHARY 

The said witness, being first duly sworn, testified 
as follows: 

BISECT EXAMINATION 
BY ME, D?.’YK3: 

Q Will you state your name to this Court and Jury, 

please, sir? 

A Um £• Zachary* 

Q By whom are you employed, sir? 

A Memphis Police Department* 

Q . How long have you been with the Department? 

A ' • * Almost 22 years* 

Q Do you have a rank or rating with the Department? 

A Inspector of Police* 

Q Insp,.' Zachary, I will ask you if you were employed 

by the Memphis Police Department on April the 4th, 1S6S? 

A I was. 

Q You were In what capacity on that date, please, sir, 

with the Department? * 

A Inspector In charge of the Homicide Bureau.'" 

Q Inspector, I will ask you_j£f you recall the hour 

of 6:00 P.M* on that date? 

A I do, sir. 

Q And your location at that time? 
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A I was at Police Headquarters at that tine* 

Q Inspector, what, if anything, occurred? 

A I heard a broadcast on the radio that Dr, Martin 

Luther Kins- had teen shot at the Lorraine Motel* 

G What did you do, sir? 

A Immediately went to the Lorraine Motel, 

Q And when you got down there were you the commanding 

officer in charge of the scene at that tine. Inspector? 

A I was, 

Q Did you issue certain instructions and have photo- 

graphs and -things of that kind nr.de? 

A ‘ ’ * I did. 

G Detail non to start making investigation ox" that 

area; is that correct. Inspector? 

A I dld/Vea, sir. 

0. Inspector, I am going to ask you if you went up to 

Main Street at that tine? 

A I did. 

Q I?ow, will you step dovm, please, sir, so we' night 

orient ourselves here? ^ 

(Thereupon, the witness complied 
with request.) 

G In regards to Main Street cn the nock-up. Inspector, 

did you find anything up there, and in particular. In front 
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of Canipe Anuccnent Company? 

A I did. 

G Would you point that out and let these gentlemen cf 

the Jury see where you are referring to? 

(Thereupon, the witness complied 
with request*) 

Q All right. Inspector, what. If anything, did you 

find there, please, sir? 

A I found a package rolled up In a bedspread which 

consisted of a blue briefcase and a Browning pasteboard box 
containing a rifle* 

* * * It was in this doorway at about this location right 

here (indicating). 

5 Let ne show you a photograph and ask 70U If that 

reflects the packagq that you found on that evening. 
Inspector? 

A It does, yes, sir. 

Q What, if anything, did you have cause to be done 

to the package, please, sir? 

A At that particular tine I put a guard on it with 

instructions to let no one touch It or move It until we 
could take photographs of It. 

Q Did you later take this package or bundle, as you 

night refer to It, to Headquarters? 
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A I did* yea* sir, 

Q All right* Inspector* if you will* cone back over 

here* please » 

(Thereupon* the witness resuned 
the witness stand,) 

Q I an going to show you a spread* Inspector* and ask 

you if that la the spread that was wrapped around the pack- 
age?. 

A Yes* air* it is, 

Q All right. Can I have that back* please? 

(Thereupon* the said object was 
passed to counsel,) 

Q Show you a box* Inspector* and ask you if that was 

In the bundle down there? 

A Yes^sirj 

Q Show you a rifle* Inspector* and ask you if that 

was in the box? 

A It was* yes* sir. 

Q All right. Show you a plastic zipper bag and ask 

you if that was in the bundle* Inspector? 

A It was* yes* sir, 

Q You took these objects up to Headquarters* Inspector 

Zachary? 

A I did, : 
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Q Did you go into the zipper bag at Headquarters? 

A Z did, yes* sir, by using a coathanger to unzip it. 

Q I an going to ask you If you found a binocular case 

in there, Inap. Zachary? 

A Tea, air. 

Q A couple ^f cans of beer, Schlitz beer? 

A Tea, air* 

Q Did you find those in there? 

A I did. 

Q Shaving kit? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q * ’* * Show you a garnent that la wrapped up. I believe 

that la a tee shirt, Insp. Zachary. 

A Yea, air. 

Q Fain .of UT\dershorta? 

A Yea, air. 

Q Pair of binoculars? 

A Yes, air. 

Q Pasteboard box that looks like binoculars cane in? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Vaa that in there. Inspector? 

i 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And a hair brush? 


A 


Yes, sir 
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Q There £3 a translator radio; was that in. there. 

Inspector? 

A Yes, It was. 

Q A pair of pliers and a harder? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q A paper bar; was that In the bundle. Inspector, in 

the plastic ban? 

A Yes, air* 

Q There is a newspaper. Commercial Appeal , Insp* 

Zachary, was that In there? 

A > . •„ . Yes, sir* 

Q Inspector, what did you do with the plastic zipper 

bag at Headquarters? 

A I turned it and the contents, with the exception 

of the tee shirt and shorts, over to the F.B.I. sometime 
around 10:00 P.M. that night. 

Q Was that up there in your office. Inspector? 

A Yes, sir* 

Q And do you recall was Mr. Jensen of the Kemphls 

F,B*I* there? 

A He was, yes, sir. 

Q And those objects were turned over to him; Is that 

correct? 


A 


Yes, sir 
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Q There is eone cartridges. Inspector; were they in 

the ripper ban? 

A No, sir* I believe they were in the pasteboard bar 

with the rifle* 

Q With the rifle? 

A Yes, sir* 

Z The purpose of turning these objects that you have 

identified here over to the F*3*I* was to be sent to . 
Washington for its exanlnatlon, Insp* Zachary? 

A That is correct, yes, sir, 

MR* DWYERs You nay cone down, Insp* 

Zachary* Thank you very much, sir, 

(Witness Excused) 

~f!H, DWYER: Mr* Robert Jensen, Mr, 

• , 

Gray* 
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The said witness, being; first duly sworn, testified 
as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR . DWYER S 

Q Vill you state your name to this Court and Jury, 

please, sir? 

A I an Robert G. Jensen. 

Q And by whom are you enployed, sir? 

A 3y the F.B.I. 

Q And you are stationed where, sir? 

A In Memphis. 

Q Mr. Jensen, how Ion?; have you been with the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation? 

A Be 22;yeai*s in April. 

5 . What position were you in in the Memphis area on 

April the **th, 1$68, Mr .Jensen? 

A I am. the Special Agent in charge of the Memphis 

Division. 

Cj I will ask you arouna 6:05 P.M. on that date, do 

you recall *.vhere you were, Mr. Jensen? 

A Yes, sir. I was in the office of the F.5.I. 

Q And did you receive a call at that tine? 


A 


I did 
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Q And as a result of the call* what* If anything* did 

70U do* to. Jensen? 

A I called ny Washington headquarters to advise then 

of the information which I had received* and then subse- 
quently dispatched men to assist In the Investigation. 

Q All right* now* Mr* Jensen* you dispatched your 

agents to enter Into this investigation* at what tine on 
that date* would you say? 

A Probably around 6:30. 

Q All right* now* Mr. Jensen* I will ask you If you 

recall where you were at 10:00 P.M. on that date? 

A Yes* sir* I was In the Memphis Police Department. 

Q And I will ask you If anything was turned over to 

you in your official capacity on that date at that time by 

the Memphis "Police* Department? 

■* • * * 

A Yes. Certain evidence was turned over to me that 

night. 

* 

Q I am going to ask you* Mr. Jensen* to look at — 

there is a green spread here* here is some pliers and a 
hammer, here is a rifle* here is some shaving articles* 
binoculars, beer cans* newspaper* tee shirt* shorts* there 
is a transistor radio over there (indicating). 

I will ask you if those objects were turned over to 
you by Insp. Zachary of the Memphis Police Department? 
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A Yes, they were. 

Q And the purpose of that was what, sir? 

A In order that I could send then to our laboratory 

for examination* 

Q And did you do that, Mr. Jensen? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And can you tell us briefly how that was done, sir? 

A Yes. The evidence was taken over to ny office, 

was personally wrapped under ay supervision, and when all 
the material was wrapped, I dispatched an agent to 
Washington to physically carry the naterial to the labora- 
tory. 

Q All right, now, Mr. Jensen, did you continue to 

make an investigation in your capacity in thi3 killing of 

i 

Dr. Kins? 

A Yes, we did. 

Q And X will ask you on tho next date, April the 5th, 

if you instructed your men to nake a canvass of the hotels 
and motels in Shelby County? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q A 3 a result of that, was any evidence uncovered? 

A Yes, 3ir. We found a registration card at the 

Rebel Motel, 

Q The name on that registration card was what, sir? 
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A Eric S. Galt* 

Q Did you find that this Eric S* Galt was driving a 

Mustang, white Mustang autonobile? 

A Yes, air* 

Q All right, now, Hr* Jensen, I guess you were co- 

ordinating the P.B.X.'s part of the investigation; is that 
correct , sir? 

A Yea, sir* 

q And in regards to the rifle, did that direct the 

F.B.I. to any area in our country? 

A Yes, sir, it did. 

Q And to where, sir? 

A Veil, first to the manufacturer, and we determined 

that based on the numbers appearing on the rifle that it 
had fceen senVfco a* distributor in Birmingham, Alabama, and 
was subsequently sold by Aero Marine Supply Company. 

Q Were you looking for Eric S. Galt in Birmingham, 

Alabama, at that tine? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q All right, now, Mr. Jensen, I will ask you if your 

Investigation led you to Atlanta, Georgia? 

A Yes, it did. 

Q Was the Mustang automobile recovered there, sir? 

A Yes, it was. It was recovered on the 11th of 
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April. -1 . : 

Q After the autosoblle was recovered. Hr. Jensen, 

did you find stickers on it to Indicate that It had been in 
Mexico? 

A Yes, It did. There were stickers on the automobile. 

Q Did the investigation by the Federal bureau of 

Investigation extend into Mexico? 

A It did. 

Q How, I as going to, ask you, Mr. Jensen, the pliers 

and the hammer that were shown to Insp. Zachary and to you, 

did they lead the 7.3.1. to any area of the country? 

A It led us to Los Angeles, California. 

Q Did you find where they had been sold out there? 

A Ve found a hardware store that maintained comparable 

* - » 

items*, 'yes, siri ; 

Q And the name of that, if you can recall it? 

A Ranage, R-a-a-a-s-e, is the best of ny recollection. 

Q The tee shirt and shorts, did that lead the*F.3.I. 

to any area of our country? 

A Yes, sir, the Vest Coast. 

Q And did you find where the laundry narks originated 

from out there? 

A Yes, sir, we did. Also in Los Angeles. 

Q Did the 7.5.X. * s investigation extend Into Canada, 
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Mr, Jensen? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did the F.3.X. v s investigation extend into Portugal 

and to England? 

A Yes, sir, it did. 

Q Did the investigation cade by the F.5.I. culninate 

In the arrest of Janes Earl Ray? 

A Yes, it did. 

HR. DVYER: That is all. I thank you 

very niich, Mr. Jensen. You nay cone down. 

(Witness Excused) 

MR. DWYER: That is all the proof the 

State cares to offer at this tine, if the 
Court ‘pleases, except 3one stipulations by 
Mr. Beasley. 

THE COURT: All right, sir. Is that 

a lengthy stipulation? 

MR. BEASLEY: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Well, I think we have been 

going about an hour and 15 ninutes. Maybe 
we had better have a short recess. Sup- 
pose we take a short recess. 

Gentlenen, go to your roon. 


(RECESS) 
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TiiE COURT: Are you gentlemen ready 

for the Jury* or do you want to do some 
nore scene-shift Inc: around? 

HR. BEASLEY: Uo, sir. I think we 

are ready* yes* sir. 

TKE COURT: Brine then in. 

(Thereupon* the following proceed- 
ings were had in the presence 
and hearing of the Jury: ) 

HR. BEASLEY: Way It please the 

Court* Gentlemen of the Jury* I propose 
at this tine to narrate to you gentlemen 
a stipulation of the facts and evidence 
that the State would prove in addition 
to„Vfce testimony that you heretofore heard 
in the trial of this cause. 

Gentlemen* if you look in this di- 
rection* this is an enlargement cf this 
area that is reflected on the overall nock- 
up here (Indicating). 

ThSc* specifically. Is the rooming 
house designated as 422 1/2 South Main* 
the upper floor. We have removed the roof 
so you can see the various rooms that are 
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reflected In this sock-up * 

The State would show In the course 
of its proof* Gentleaen of the Jury* 
through Mrs* Bessie Brewer* who was ea— 
ployed as manager of this rooming house* 
that on the afternoon of April the ftth* 
between 3:00 and 3:30 F.H. in the after- 
noon* the Defendant appeared here at 
Mrs. Brewer* a office or apartaent that 
was used as an office in this rooming 
house. Under the nane* John Willard* re- 
quested a room for a week. 

Mrs. Brewer showed hin room 8 which 

Is on the south side of the rooming house. 

This room was not satisfactory. There was 
- -* * „ ■ 
some statement made with reference to not 

needing a refrigerator* stove* request 

for a single sleeping roon. 

Mrs. Brewer took hin around this 
passageway. As you will^note* there is 
a division between these two buildings* 
a space in between which has been closed 
out here (indicating). There is a 
passageway that leads over to the north 
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side of 422 1/2 South Main* You see 
here rooms (indicating). This is a 
little corridor leading down by the 
rooms* He was taken to room 5-3 which 
Is located in this section (indicating)* 
The Defendant did rent this room for a 
week fro® Mrs. Brewer. 

The State's proof would then show 
that,. at approximately 4:00 P.K., the 
Defendant appeared at the York Arms 
Company which is located one mile north 
of this rooming house, one-half mile, 
excuse me, one-half nlle north of the 
rooming ,houae on Main Street here in 
Memphis; that at that tine he purchased 
from Hr. Ralph Carpenter the binoculars, 
Bushnell binoculars, that have hereto- 
fore been shown in evidence. They were 
in a case. That ease was likewise shown 
in evidence in a box on which the price 
was recorded of the binoculars. They 
were placed in a sack by Mr. Carpenter 
after collecting some $41.55, including 
tax, from the Defendant. 
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Now, Oentlenen, coning back to the overall 
nock-up, the State's proof would show that 
between 4:30 and 4:45 P.M., Mrs* Elisabeth 
Copeland , who worked across the street 
fron this area designated as Canlpe 
Anus ament Company, observed a snail white 
autonoblle pull up and park In this gen- 
eral area, as designated by the smaller 
car here on the nock-up, to the north of 
this light pole and to the south here of 
Canlpe Anusenent Company (Indicating)* 

Mrs* Copeland told Mrs* Peggy Hurley, 
tt Peggy, your husband Is here for you*" 

When Mrs • Hurley cane to the window and 

■'***-. » 

looked out, she says, "No, that la not 
my husband. Our car la a Falcon, white 
Falcon. This Is a white Mustang." She 
did note a nan sitting In the car. 

Shortly thereafter. Hr a* Hurley's 
husband arrived, she got In the car and 
left. When Mrs. Copeland left her place 
of employment, was picked up by her hus- 
band at approximately 5:20 P*H*, the car 
was still there* There was no one in the 
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c&p at thst tine • 

In the meantime, back upstairs at 
422 1/2 South Main, Charles Quitman Stevens p 
who occupied these two rooms adjacent to a 
bathrooa here (Indicating) , Mr, Stevens , 
who earlier In the afternoon had observed 
Mrs, Brewer as she talked to the Defendant 
with reference to renting the room, Mr. 
Stevens was working on a radio adjacent to 
this wall right here (Indicating). He 
heard movements over In the apartment 5-B 
rented to the Defendant , movements around 
as If furniture being moved. He also 
heard footsteps from this area Into the 
bathroom (Indicating). 

During this period of time* Hr. William 
Anchutz, who lived In this apartment, 
(Indicating), had on several occasions gone 
and attempted the door to the bathroom and 
had even questioned Hr. Stevens about who 
was In the bathroom. 

At approximately 6:00 P.M., Mr. Stevens 
heard the shot coming apparently through 
this wall from the bathroom (Indicating). 
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.He then got up, went through this roon 
out Into the corridor In tine to see the 
left profile of the Defendant as he turned 
down this passageway which leads to an 
opening with a stairwell going down to 
Main Street (Indicating). 

Nov, Gentlemen, In — you can see 
here this aock-up, this offset area here 
Is In front of Canlpe Arausenent Company 
(indicating). It is reflected here on 
this nock-up at this point (indicating). 
Hr. Guy Warren Canlpe, along with two 
customers, Bernell Finley and Julius 
Orahan, were in Canlpe Anuseaent Conpany 

when, they {leard a thud in the area in- 
% ^ 
nedlately here and up In this little off- 
set (Indicating), and, looking out, saw 
the back of a white nan going away froa 
that area In a general southern direction 
on down Main Street, observing momentarily 
thereafter a white Hustang pull froa the 
curb, head north on Main Street with one 
occupant. 

This package was subsequently guarded 
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and found to be the rifle , the box, the 
suitcase, wrapped in the green spread, 
etc., that has heretofore been intro* 
duced to you gentlemen through some of 
the witnesses. 

Various officers fron attack unit, 

which consisted of three cars, had come 

In at approximately five minutes before 

6:00 P.M. to utilize the facilities of 

the Sutler Plre Station as deploted here 

(Indicating), for a short break, having 

worked all day. This consisted of three 

squad cars. These cars had pulled in, 

\ 

parked with the foremost car up, extending 
out .here , toward the sidewalk (indicating). 
This is immediately south of the rooming 
house. 

These officers being in the assembly 
room area, some in the rest room, etc., 
upon hearing the shot, various officers 
would testify as to coming out the rear 
door here (indicating), coming over into 
this area, Jumping down some 10-foot wall 
here (indicating), and proceeding over 
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Into the motel where they coaid observe 
the body lying there, as has been here- 
tofore described to you. 

Some of these officers went back up 
into this area (indicating), particularly 
Patrolman Landers, climbed, scaled this 
vail, went back up in this area, checked 
this area (indicating). Other officers 
proceeded on down to the next intersecting 
street back and come back south, running 
south on Main Street. 

As has been testified to, a guard 
was placed on the package of evidence in 
this area, (indicating), and was subse— 

w* r 

quently turned over to Mr. Jensen of the 
who delivered it to one of his 
agents who carried it to Washington. 

Upon the officers of the Memphis 
Police Department reaching the scene, 
going up into the area, talked with Mrs. 
Brewer, Mr. Anchutz, Mr. Stevens, they 
entered Hocn 5-B. 

. The testimony would show. Gentlemen, 
that there had been a chest of drawers 
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sitting b7 a window located on the south 
side of this apartment. This chest of 
drawers had been coved from the tine !lrs* 
Brewer rented the apartment . There was 
a straight chair sitting at that location* 
You could sit In this chair and could look 
froa the window and could see the Lorraine 
Motel, In a rather awkward position 7pu 
would have to get Into to look out through 
there* 

In the officers entering this roon, 
they found two leather straps, one lying 
upon a couch In the roon, one lying upon 
the floor, which was subsequently deter- 
mined .to be straps which would fit the 
case and the binoculars that were found 
down In front of Canlpe Anusenent Company* 

There were certain Items taken from 
this roon by the officers, such as a 
pillow, sone coverings on the bed for 
subsequent comparison, and I will touch 
on those briefly with you in a few min- 
utes* 

The proof would show, Gentlenen, 
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that the homicide officers conins into this 
area of the bathroom, inspecting the bath- 
tub here (indicating), found narks in the 
bottom of the tub consistent with shoe or 
scuff narks* 

The window, which is in line, as I 
will indicate here, this is the window that* 
reflected here with the Lorraine Motel 
(Indicating)* was open* At the bottom, from 
the bottom, the screen was pushed off and 
was found down in this area here 
(indicating)* 

The sill of this window in the bath- 
room was observed by Insp* Zachary to have 
what, .appeared to be a fresh indentation 
In it. This sill was ordered removed, was 
cut away, was subsequently sent to the 
P.B.X. for comparison, and the proof would 
show through expert testimony that the 
markings on this sill were consistent with - 
the machine markings as reflected on the 
barrel of the 30*06 rifle which has here- 
tofore been introduced to you gentlemen. 

In an effort to identify any and all 
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white Mustangs in the area of Memphis on 
that night, extensive Investigation was 
made. Including to the Hebei Motel, where 
a registration card reflected one, Eric 
S. Galt, had registered at approximately 
7* 15 P.M. on the evening of April the 3**d. 

Ke was driving a Mustang, bearing Alabama 
license 1-38993* with an address, 2503 
South Highland, Birmingham, Alabama. 

7Ji* procf would further show that 
Hr. Ivy Welch, who was the night manager 
of this Hebei Motel, observed this par- 
ticular car parked there during that night; 
he observed the Mexican stickers on this “ 
car-, ..and ^lso verified the license number. 

After having traced the rifle through 
the manufacturer and to Sira Ingham, the 
State would show through Mr. Hugh 1. Baker 
of Aero Marine, a sporting goods place lc-- 
c&ted in Birmingham, that on Friday, March 
2Sth, he sold a 243 caliber Winchester -3? 
rifle, which is a little smaller caliter 
than this 30.05, to the Defendant under the 
name of Harvey Lowmeyer, with an address in 
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Birmingham that was different to the 
2603 South Highland , proved to he no one 
of that naae living at that address* 

Capt* John DeShazo would be brought 
from his duty station In Japan to testify 
as to his being present and observing the 
purchase of this rifle along with a 
Red field Scope which was mounted on the 
rifle by Hr* Baker at that tine* 

Hr. Donald F* Woods of the Aero Marine 
Supply Company would be called to testify 
that later In the evening or afternoon of 
March the 29 th* he received a phone call 
fron a person identified as Harvey Lowmeyer 
with .reference to exchanging the rifle, 
the 243 caliber for a 30*06 caliber* ?'r* 
Woods gave directions with reference to 
bringing the gun in at 9:00 o'clock on 
Saturday morning, which would have been 
Saturday morning, and that was done* He 
changed the scope Tron the 243 to the 30.06, 
and at 3:00 o'clock that afternoon de- 
livered the 30.06, which is the sane rifle 
which has been identified here in the 
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courtroon to the Defendant along with — 
he didn’t have a box with a scope on It* 

The regular Herzington box wouldn’t fit 
and that’s the reason for the Browning 
automatic shotgun box being used to deliver 
this rifle In. 

The proof would show In the Investi- 
gation in the 31mlncrhan area that the 
license on this vehicle, that this vehicle, 
the Mustang, was fornerly owned by Mr. 
Killian B. Paisley. Mr. Paisley would 
be called to testify with reference to 
having sold this white Mustang for $1,995 
on August 30th, 1967* to Eric S. Galt 
after*, having run an ad in the Blrninghan 
newspaper with reference to the car. 

At the tine Mr. Paisley delivered thi3 
car and received the noney, there Was some 
conversation with reference to not having ' 
a driver’s license. He cautioned the per- 
son, the Defendant identified as Eric Salt 
about this, and was told that he would 
take, when he went to pet his driver’s 
license, he oust have a licensed driver with 
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ilia* So he said, *1 will take the fellow 
fron the roosing house.® 

Investigation would aove over to 
2603 South Highland In Slrslnchan, Alabana. 
Mr. Peter Cherpes would be called to testi- 
fy as the manager of that place that he had 
rented a rooa to Eric Galt on August the 
26th, 1957, for $22.50 a week. Including 
breakfast and supper, and proof would fur* 
ther show that Mr. Cherpes did accompany 
Galt to obtain his driver* s license. The 
driver* o license record which we would 
introduce In the cause In this case would 
reflect that the driver’s license nunber 
of Mr..’ Cherpes on the application which 
was signed with the full nane, Eric Starvo 
Oalt. 

The state would show through these 
records also that the 1967 license nunber, * 
which was assigned to Mr. Paisley, was 
transferred to Eric S. Galt, and that 
subsequently on October the 2nd, that the 
new license nunber was obtained, the 1963 
license, 1-38993* by the Defendant as 
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Eric S. Galt. 

The State* s proof would further show 
that the Defendant left the Birmingham 
vicinity on or about October the 5th. 

He entered Mexico on October the 7th. He 
renalned there In Mexico until about the 
nlddle of November, 1967. 

The State*a proof would then pick 
the Defendant up, using the nane, Eric 
Starvo Galt, when he appeared In Los 
Angeles, California, at an address, 1535 
H* Slrano, and rented an apartnent fron 
a Mrs. Marguerite Powers, who would be 
brought In to testify with reference to 
this, i > 

Also from Los Angeles, the State 
would call Mrs. Marie Martin, who would 
testify that she net the Defendant under 
the nane Galt, while she was working at 
theSul^an Room there In Los Angeles, 
and that pursuant to having net Mr. Galt, 
became acquainted with hin, that she later 
Introduced hin to her cousin, one, Rita 
Stein, and Rita Stein had two children In 
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Hew Orleans, Louisiana, she wanted brought 
to Los Angeles. 

As a result of this friendship be- 
tween Hiss Martin and having met Rita Stein 
and also her brother, Charles Stein, it 
was agreed on the 15th of Deceaber that the 
Defendant, driving his Mustang, would take 
and he did take Charles Stein to Hew Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

The State's proof would Introduce the 
records through the manager of the Provincial 
. Hotel to show that the Defendant as Eric 
Galt, 2603 South Highland, Birmingham, 
Alabama, driving the Mustang, did register 
and stayed in room 126 on Deceaber 17th, 
checked out on December 19th. 

At that tine the proof would show 
that, along with Charles Stein and the two 
children of Rita Stein, the Defendant pro- . 
ceeded back to Los Angeles. 

The State would show through Mrs. 

Mary Lucy Panella, the aanager of the 
Hoae Service Laundry Company, located at 
5280 Hollywood Boulevard, that the 
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Defendant , as Erie Galt, was oust oner of 
her laundry during the period of December 
1967 until early March *68* She will 
Identify laundry markings as reflected 
on the shorts and the undershirt dropped 
In front of Canlpe's as being laundry 
marks she had placed on these two par* 
tlcular garments while the Defendant 
was there as a customer* 

Mr* Avidson, Rodney Avidson, who 
operated the dance studio at Long Beach, 
California, would testify with reference 
to knowing the Defendant as Eric S* Galt 
during the period from December the 5th 
until February the 12th while Mr* Galt 
was taking dancing lessons at his place 
of business* 

Through the testimony of Mr* Thomas 
Beeves Lau, the State would show that 
the Defendant, under the name of Eric S. 
Galt, enrolled in the International School 
of Bartending there in Los Angeles, and he 
attended this school from January the 19th 
until March the 2nd, when he graduated* 
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We were able to obtain a. photograph In 
color reflecting the graduation picture 
from Mr* Lau, which you will see does 
show the Defendant along with Mr* Lau, 
who was standing, as you gentlemen view 
the picture, to the Defendant's left and 
Is holding the diploma In front of him 
with the name, Eric S. Galt* 

Dr* Russell C* Hadley, of Hollywood, 
California, would be called by the State 
to testify that. In his capacity as a 
plastic surgeon, he did perform an oper- 
ation on the nose of the Defendant under 
the name, Eric Galt, on March the 5th of 
1968 t 

He would show that on March the 17th 
of 1963, the Defendant, using the name of 
Eric S* Galt, executed a change-of -address 
card from the St* Francis Hotel, where he 
had moved to from 1535 H. Slrano, showing 
the new address to be General Delivery, 
Atlanta, Georgia; that In route from Los 
Angeles back east across the country, the 
Defendant did deliver certain Items of 
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clothing and some books or a carton of 
personal belongings to the daughter of 
Mary Martin who was residing in New 
Orleans, Louisiana* 

Further tracing the Defendant still, 
aa Eric S, Galt, he spent the night of 
March 22nd at the Flamingo Motel located 
in Selna, Alabama, 

Ve would show through Hr, Jimmy 
Garner, who operates a rooming house in 
Atlanta, Georgia, that he rented a room 
. to the Defendant under the name, Eric 
S, Galt, on March the 24th, 1968; that 
he collected a week 1 8 rent and subse- 
quently on March the 31at, collected a 
*"*•* r 

second' week* 3 rent from the Defendant as 
Eric 3, Galt; that at the tine of col- 
lecting the rent on March the 31st, that 
the Defendant did write his name out as 
Eric S, Galt on an envelope, and this en- 
velope was subsequently turned in in the 
course of this investigation. 

That on the morning of April the 5th, 
Mr, Garner went into the room that had been 
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rented to the Defendant as Erie Galt* and 

for purposes of changing the linen* at that 

time he found a note In substance saying* 

"I have to go to Birmingham. I will be 

back later to pick up ay* within about a 

week to pick up ay television set and ny 

other articles"; that on April the 14th of 

1968* s one ten days after the murder In 

Memphis* Mr. Garner did give permission 

to the members of the Atlanta F.B.I. office 

, to make a search of the premises there 

at his rooming house which had* the room 

which had subsequently been rented to the 

Defendant. 

* 

TIrs. Annie Peters would be called by 
the State to testify with reference to the 
operation of the Piedmont Laundry* which 
Is located around the corner from Jimmy 
Garner’s rooming house;, that on April the _ 
1st* the Defendant* as Eric Galt* left 
certain laundry and cleaning there; that 
on the morning of April the 5th, 1968* at 
around mid-norning* he returned and picked 
up this laundry and dry cleaning.. 
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The State would then show that on the 
corning of April the 5th, 1956, several 
people who lived In the Capitol Hones 
Apartment Project, located In Atlanta, 
Georgia, Included among then, a Hr a • Lucy 
Cate, who would be called as a State* s 
witness, observed this white Mustang pull 
Into this parking area of the Capitol Hones, 
back In, and a white can leave this Mustang, 
a sole white can. 

The State would further show that this 
car stayed In this location froa approxi- 
oately between 8:15 and 3:30 A.M., some- 
where in that area, of the corning of April 
the 5th, until April 11th, when as the -re- 
suit of several of the people In the neigh- 
borhood talking about the car, a pastor of 
one of the people was called to the scene, 
and he subsequently called the Atlanta po— - 
lice, and we would show through Detective -- 
Roy Lee Davis of the auto theft division 
of the Atlanta Police, that he was dis- 
patched to the scene; he did observe this 
1966 Mustang, bearing license No. 1-33993* 
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In the course of checking to check out 
whether or not this was a stolen car, of 
course, following the cus tonary police pro* 
cedure, the Information on this car was 
picked up and, of course, it was the car 
being sought In reference to the Investi- 
gation here in Memphis already* And, sub- 
sequently, the car was taken into custody 
by the officers of the Pederal Bureau of 
Investigation* And the officers. In check- 
ing this car out, observed several Items In 
the trunk which proved to be significant* 
Specifically, and without taking time 
to bring these all out, they are wrapped, 
we d.q : hav^ then here, & dark blue short 
sleeved shirt; there were two bed sheets In 
the trunk of the car; a pillowcase; a rug 
from the trunk was taken, along with a 
pillow; sweepings were made of the floor 
mats all through the car* There was a 
styrofoam case which was determined to be 
the styrofoam case in which, the type 
styrofoam case in which a Polaroid 220 
camera Is packaged and shipped and sold* 
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Also, the 1967 license number which had 
tag, which was in the car* This Is the 
same tag that had been registered to Mr* 
Paisley, was transferred in early 
Septenber to the Defendant as Eric S* 
Galt, and, of course, bearing the 1968 
Alabama license, 1-38993* 

The officers of the 3ure&u there, 
who nade the search of the roon rented 
b 7 Jinny Garner, would testify with ref- 
erence to a number of naps that were 
found, including the naps of Atlanta, 
naps of Texas and Oklahoma, naps of Los 

Angeles, nap of California, naps of 

•■"***.> 

Louisiana, nap of Arizona and Hew Mexico, 
nap of Birainghaa, end also a cap of 
Mexico; that these items along with the, 
th6se naps along with the handwritten 
nane, Eric S. Galt, was delivered over to 
the laboratory and will be touched upon 
in the testimony fron that end in Just a 
nonent • 

The state* s proof would then shift 
to Toronto, Canada, where we would show 
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through Mrs, Ada n Sokowski that on April 8, 
1968, the Defendant appeared at her home. 

She had rooms for rent there at 102 
Ossington West at Toronto, Canada* That 
the Defendant rented a room under the name, 
Paul Bridgeman. That after the Defendant 
had moved from her establishment, .she re- 
ceived a letter from the office of the 
Registrar General, which handles, among 
other things, birth certificate applica- 
tions, addressed to Paul Bridge man, and 
it was returned unclaimed. 

Mrs. Mable Agnew, who operates a 

photographic studio there in Toronto, Canada, 

**•**.-> 

would* 'testify that on April the 11th of 
I960, she took passport photographs of the 
Defendant under the name of Paul Bridgeman. 
Copies of those photographs would be, of 
course, introduced in evidence. 

Mrs. Lillian Spencer ^of the Kennedy 
Travel Bureau, which is located in Toronto, 
Canada, would testify that the Defendant, 
using the name of Ramon George Sneya, 
did contact her on April the 16th, made 
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application for a Canadian passport and 
booked passage to London on an excursion 
flight that was to leave May the 6th and 
return May the 21st; that he subsequently 
returned to her place of business and 
picked up the passport and his tickets on 
Hay 2nd, 1963* 

Mrs* Sung Fung Loo, who is a Chinese 
lady operating a rooming house or a hone 
In which she rented rooms, would testify 
that the Defendant cane to her place at 
962 Dundas in Toronto, Canada, and rented 
a room from her on April the 19th under 
the nane of Ranon George Sneyd. 

**•*.'■ t - 

*We would call the Hon. H.F.C. Humphreys 
who Is a Deputy Registrar of the province 
of Ontario, Canada. He would testify and 
produce fron official records a letter 
signed Paul Bridgenan, dated VlO/63, re- 
questing a copy of a birth certificate. 

Said certificate was subsequently nailed 
to 102 Osslngton Vest and returned not 
claimed . 

He would Introduce a letter signed 
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George Ranon Sneyd, dated April l6th» 1965, 
requesting a copy of a birth certificate 
be sailed to 962 Dundas Street . 

He would Identify the birth certlfl— 
cate card In the nase of Ranon George 
Sneyd as being the one sent by his office 
In response to this request , this being 
one and the sane birth certificate card 
recovered fron the Defendant at the tine 
of his arrest in London, England. 

The State would show through Intro- 
ducing these gentlemen, Eric S. Galt to 
be a prominent business nan In Toronto, 
Canada; Paul 3rldgeican Is a Consultant 
with the Toronto Board of Education; 

Ramon Oeorge Sneyd Is a member of the 
Toronto Metropolitan Police, and although 
these men live In rather close proximity 
to each other In the City of Toronto, 
until this investigation they never knew 
each other nor did any or them ever know 
the Defendant, 

The State’s proof would then con- 
tinue and show that the Defendant, as 
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Raaon George Sneyd* did fly to London* 
arriving on May the 7th* 1963 . 

A Miss Monica Baker* who is a re- 
ceptionist for the 30AC in London* would 
testify with reference to exchanging the 
return ticket back to Toronto for the 
Defendant in exchange for a ticket to 
Lisbon* Portugal* and giving a 3 rail re- 
fund* as X recall* something around 114* 00. 

Inspector Paasou of the Portuguese 
National Police in Lisbon* Portugal* would 
be called by the State and would Introduce 
through bin official records reflecting 
the entry into Lisbon* Portugal* by the 
Defendant on May the 3th* 1963* and hi 3 
exit on May the 17th* 1963* and* further, 
with reference to pursuant to law there* 
where they have to r.ake a record of any 
foreigner staying even overnight in a cotel 
or a hotel* with reference to his staying 
at the Hotel Portugal during this period 
of tine. 

Mrs. M&nuella T. Lopez* employed by 
the Canadian Embassy in Lisbon* Portugal* 
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would testify as to how the Defendant cane 
to the enbassy on May the 15th of 19c3, 
for the purpose of having a nane corrected 
on the Canadian passport. The nane re- 
flected Sneya, S-n-e-y-a, rather than 
S-n-e-y-d. The passport was cancelled, 
a new passport was Issued with the nane 
correctly spelled S— n-e— y— d. 

Mr. ?ana, who was a* rcenber of the 
Portuguese Police there in Lisbon, checked 
both passports and allowed the Defendant 
to leave for flight to London on May the 
17th. 

The State *s proof would show, 
Gentlencn of the Jury, that upon the 
Defendants return to Louden, as. Haacn 
George Gneyd, he lived at the Heathrield 
House Hotel from May the 17th to Hay 23th. 
He lived in Hew Marl's Court in London, 
Lnclanu, frcci Hay 22th to June the pth, 
and at the Pax Hotel frer; June pth until 
June the 3th. 

In the near. tine, after nany hours of 
extra duty by sienbers of the Royal 



139 


Canadian Mounted Police, including preparing 
this picture of Janes Earl Hay with all 
passports, it was determined that the pic- 
ture on the passport of Ranon George Sneyd 
was identical to James Earl Ray, although 
in the passport picture the Defendant was 
wearing glasses. 

Through the cooperative efforts in 
law enforcement, officials of tfew Scotland 
yard in London, England, and the Portuguese 
International Police, the search was started 
for Ranon George Sneyd. 

Upon request for assistance in this 
cgpc. Chief Inspector Ron Burroughs of New 
Scotland Yard set up the Investigation. 

All entry and exit points in the country 
were notified and a special fugitive team 
was set up. - 

We would show that Detective Chief *• 
Inspector Kenneth Thompson of New Scotland 
Yard and Detective Sgt. Peter Ayd were 
caking an extensive Investigation and learn- 
ing the things that I have heretofore 


enumerated to you 
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The Defendant, as Ration George Sneyd, 
appeared at the Heath Row London Airport, 
attempting to board a flight to Brussels; 
that at approximately 11:30 A*M* on June 
the 8th, 1903, Detective Sgt. Phillip 
Frederick Birch, of Hew Scotland Yard, who 
was seated next to the Immigration officer 
checking passports, when the Defendant 
presented the two passports, the one can- 
celled in the nane Sneya, the current pass- 
port In the nane Sneyd, which both of these 
pas sport 8 would be Introduced and shown to 
you gentlemen. 

Immediately Sgt. Birch, based on In- 
quiries that had previously cone to him, 

% 

asked the Defendant to talk with hin, step 
out of the line and talk with. him with 
reference to these passports* 

Sgt. Birch would testify that after 
the Defendant accompanied him from this 
area around to the office that was used 
there by the police and he placed a call 
to the headquarters and told them that he 
had Ranon George Sneyd, he was Instructed 
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at that tine to cake a safety search p which 
he did aake, and he found one .35 caliber 
snub-nosed Liberty 3 revolver on the person 
of the Defendant. 

Also on his person were the tickets 
fron London to Brussels and soae of the 
ticket stabs* etc.* on the London to Toronto 
flight along with various Itena of corres- 
pondence which would be introduced as being 
relevant tut not particularly for purposes 
of this inquiry. 

Chier Insp. Arthur Bryan, of l<ew Scotland 
Yard, would be called as the fingerprint ex- 
pert with over 21 years experience. He 
would testify that he accompanied Supt. Butler 
of Kew Scotland Yard to Heath Hew Airport in 
response to this call. He obtained prints 
fron the Defendant. He compared then with 
prints that had been sent to then in the 
course of this investigation fron the United 
States, and would testify that this was one 
and the sane person, Ranon George Sneyd and 
Janes Earl Ray were one and the same person. 

Chief Supt. Thomas Butler, who is now 


36-174 0 - 79 -10 
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retired after seme 3$ years of service with 
Hew Scotland Yard, would be called to test!* 
fy with reference to his going to the airport 
In response to this call, his questioning 
the Defendant with reference to the pass- 
ports and a pistol and cautioning hia with 
reference to his rights, et cetera; that he 
then contacted the American authorities and 
subsequently turned the Defendant, was 
subsequently turned over to the American 
authorities. 

From the luggage of the Defendant there 
were numerous items which, moving along I 
will Just mention to you here rather than 
taking the time to pull then out of this 
area here, a Polaroid camera which was de- 
termined to fit the styrofoam box that had 
been recovered from the Mustang in Atlanta, 
Georgia; a suit of clothes which Mr. J. B* 
Pluvier, of the Tip-Top Tailors in Montreal, 
Canada, would testify he sold to Eric Galt 
of 253? Notre Dane Street back on July 19th, 
1967. 

There was another suit of clothes. 
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which iir . Edward John Fagan, who Is the 
owner of the English and Scotch Woolens 
and that Is a tailoring concern 

In Montreal, Canada — would testify that 
on April -- excuse me — that on July the 
21st, 1967* Eric S. Oalt was neasured for 
a suit of clothes, at that tine living at 
2599 Notre Dane In Montreal, Canada; that 
between the ordering and the completion of 
the suit, their records reflect a request 
that this suit be forwarded to the Defendant, 
as Eric S. Galt, at 26 0 8 South Highland In 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

This was done. This is the same suit 

that ‘leas recovered fron the Defendant at 
% 

the tine of hlc arrest in London, England. 

The State would also. In the Montreal 
area during the period of July and August 
of 1967, show that the Defendant, as Eric 
S. Calt, did rent an apartment at 2539 Notre 
Dame In Montreal, and that he occupied this 
In the general period cf July the lSth through 
August 29th of 1967. 

Also, and going even back beyond that. 
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the State would introduce in evidence 
proof to show that during the period of 
May 3rd to June 24th, the Defendant, as 
John L. Raines, was employed by a Mr. 
and Mrs. Klingerraan at the Indian Trail 
Restaurant which is located in Vlnnetka, 
Illinois. 

Various experts fron the P.B.I. 
laboratory would be called to testify, and 
their testimony would be in substance as 
follows: 

Mr. George J. Bonebrake, who has been 
working with fingerprints since 1941, 
would testify that at 5:15 A.M., April 5th, 
1968*, he received the following Items a3 
has been heretofore testified to; that is, 
the rifle, the Items that, from the bag, 
that were delivered to him by the repre- 
sentative from the Memphis P.B.I. office, 
with reference "to this material from the 
front, recovered from the front of Canipe’s 
Amusement place here, that he found a 
print of sufficient clarity, fingerprint 
of sufficient clarity on the rifle itself; 
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he found another print of sufficient clarity 
for identification on the scope, the Redfield 
scope mounted on the rifle; he found a print 
on the aftershave bottle, which is in the 
little packet that was obtained or purchased 
fron the Rexall Drug Store in Whitehaven, 
Tennessee, which was part of the itens that 
we have heretofore mentioned to you. Ke 
found a print on the binoculars. He found 
a print on one of the Schlltx Beer cans. 

He found a print on the front pace of the 
April 4th issue of the Memphis Connercial 
Appeal. That on April the 17th he received 
this map of Mexico which was, the State 

*r ' 

would hdve shown, wa3 obtained from the 
room. Jinny Garner's rooming house; that 
he found prints of sufficient clarity on 
that nap for identification purposes; that 
he started an extensive investigation 
through fugitive files consisting of some 
53 ,000 fingerprint cards, and on April the 
19th he identified all the above-mentioned 
prints that I have mentioned to you froa 
these itens as being identical with the 
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records bearing the name and photograph of 
Janes Earl Hay. 

That on June the 2*lth, 1963, he con- 

pared the prlnta fron these itens that I 

have mentioned to you Kith the prints that 

he obtained from Insp* Bryan In London, 

England. Mr. Bonebrake went to London. 

He also conpared on July the 22nd the prints 

obtained from Janes Earl Hay when he was 

brought and delivered to the sheriff of 

Shelby County here at our Jail, and would 

testify that In his opinion all the above- 

mentioned prints were made by one and the 

sane person to the exclusion of all other 
* - 

persons In the world. 

That on May 6 th, 1968, he also examined 
a modern photo book store coupon, bearing 
the name, Eric 5. Galt, 2608 Highland, 
Birninghan, Alabana, and found a thumb print 
Identical with the other prints heretofore 
mentioned and which he attributed to James 
Earl Hay. That further on August the 27th, 
i 960 , he examined several checks from the 
Indian Trail Restaurant payable to John L. 
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Haines and found a thumb print Identical 
Kith the left thumb print of Janes Earl 
Hay* 

Itr. Robert A, Frazier, the chief, 
firearms identification unit at the F*3*I*, 
with 27 years experience, would testify 
as to examination and firing of this rifle, 
30 * 06 , that has been heretofore introduced* 
He examined the cartridges, the hull 
fron the chanber of this rifle, the slug 
removed fron the body of Dr* Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and would testify as to his con- 
clusions as follows: 

The ’death slug was identical in all 
physical characteristics with the five 
loaded 30.06 Springfield cartridges found 
in the bag in front of Canipe's* The cart- 
ridge case had in fact been Tired in this 
30*06 rifle. That the death slug removed 
from the body contained land and groove 
impressions and direction of twist con- 
sistent with those that were in the barrel 
of this rifle. 

That he also cade microscopic 
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comparison between the fresh dent In the 
nlll of the window at the bathroom, 422 1/2 
South ttaln, and concluded that the nicro- 
scoplc evidence In this dent was consistent 
In all ways with the sane microscopic 
narks as appear on the barrel of this rifle, 
30.06 rifle. 

That his examination of the 243 caliber 
Winchester rifle, which had been purchased 
on March the 29th and returned on March the 
30 th, was not capable of chambering or fir- 
ing a slug. There were certain deposits 
on the end of the bolt which had to be 
chiseled away before this gun was capable 
of "bbins 'fired. That is the gun that was 
returned . 

Morris 5. Clark would be called as 
another expert froa the F.E.I., with ref- 
erence to hair and fiber examinations, and 
he prepared microscopic slides fros this 
green spread. Ke also made examinations 
of the pillow that was removed froa 5-B, 
the bed clothing recoved froa 5-3. and he 
found fibers of the same type as Is on this 
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green bedspread on the following Items which 
were obtained from Roon 5-B; that Is, on 
the bed coverings as well as this little 
pillow which was found on the sofa in Room 
5-3, That Is the room In the rooming house • 
That he found fibers of the exact same type 
on the following Items recovered from the 
white Mustang In Atlanta , Georgia? on the 
sweat shirt , on the two sheets, on a Jacket, 
pillowcase, walking shorts, rug from the 
trunk, pillow from the trunk, and sweepings 
from the car* That he prepared slides of 
hair, human hair he removed from this hair 
brush that was recovered at the scene in 
front of* Canlpe's, and that he found hairs 
on the sweatshirt, sheet, pillowcase, the 
rugs from the trunk, and in the sweepings 
from the Mustang, and found these hairs to 
have the same characteristics in every 
respect as the hairs found on the hair 
brush dropped in front of Canipe*s, and 
also as to hairs which were recovered after 
a haircut here in the Shelby County Jail 
as the Defendant, James Earl Ray* 
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Ee would further Identify the 
styrofoan covering that X have mentioned 
to you, or the styrofoam case, which was 
taken from the 'Mustang In Atlanta, as 
being Identical as the type used to 
package Polaroid 220 camera, which was 
the cancra that was found In Ray* s luggage 
at the tine of his arrest In London, 

England. 

the State would also offer the testi- 
mony of Janes H. Morgan, who Is an expert 
examiner of questioned documents, coin- 
nonly referred to as a handwriting expert, 
and would show his examinations and con- 
clusions,' as follows: 

That the sane person who prepared and 
signed the application and note under the 
signature of Eric S. Galt, identified as 
the Defendant, along with Mr. Lau out at 
the bartending school in Los Angeles, also 
signed the registration card at the Hebei 
Motel in Memphis, signed the registration 
at the Provincial Hotel in Lew Orleans, 
signed the motor vehicle transfer application 
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fron ITr • Paisley to Eric S, Galt; signed 
the driver's license application under the 
name of Eric Starvo Oalt to obtain an 
Alabama driver*s license, and to be the 
sane person who rented a safety deposit 
box at the Blmlnghan Trust National Bank 
in August, 1967 $ under the nace of Eric 
S, Galt, 

Also to be the sane person who pre- 
pared the writing on the Modern Book Store 
coupon which also bore a print of James 
Earl Hay; and also the saxe person who 
wrote on the envelope for Jinny Garner at 
the rocning house In Atlanta the name Eric 
S. GAlt. ' 

Thero were many other documents used 
In tracing the Defendant in establishing 
who he was and bringing this ca3e down to 
this point, and I've Just tried to high- 
light those for you gentlemen. 

If the Court please, that covers our 
stipulation. 

•THE COURT: All right, is there any- 

thing anyone would want to say at this tine? 
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MR. FOREMAN: No , Your* Honor. 

THE COURT: A XX right, gentlemen. 

All of you who can do as you said you would 
do and accept this compromise settlement 
on a guilty plea and punishment of 99 years 
In the State penitentiary, hold up your 
right hand. 

(Thereupon, the Jury complied 
with the request of the Court.) 

THE COURT: 1 believe that is every- 

one. All right, you can have someone 
sign the verdict, Mr. Blaakwell. 

(Thereupon, the verdict was signed.) 
THE COURT: James Earl Ray, stand. 

(Thereupon, the Defendant compiled 
with the request of the Court.) 

THE COURT: On your plea of guilty to 

murder in the first degree, as charged in 
the Indictment, it is the Judgment of the \ 
Court that you be confined for 99 years in 
the State penitentiary. 

You nay be seated. 

(Thereupon, the Defendant complied 
with the request of the Court. 5 
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THE COURT; How, wo have been here 
for some tine and I don’t propose to keep 
u a here nuch longer, but X think that the 
Court should nake a few remarks at this 
place in the proceedings. 

The fact was recognized soon after 
this tragic murder took place that there 
was no possible conclusion to the case 
which would satisfy everybody. And it 
was decided at that time that the only 
thing that the Judge who drew the unlucky 
number, which was no, could do was to try 
this case as nearly as possible like all 
other, cases and to scrupulously follow 
the law and the dictates of his own con- 
science, I feel that I have done this, 

?-fenphis has been blamed for the death 
of Dr, King, to ne, wrongfully and ir- 
rationally, Neither the decedent nor his 
killer lived here and their orbits merely 
intersected here. 

The State has made out a case of first 
degree murder by lying in wait. And the 
question night arise in many minds, "Why 
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accept any plea at all? Why not try him, 
try to him the electric chair?* 

Well, I have been a Judge since 1959, 
and I nyself have sentenced at least 
seven nen to the electric chair, maybe a 
few more. My fellow Judges in this County 
have sentenced several others to execution. 
There has been no execution of any 
prisoners from Shelby County In this State 
since I took the Bench in 1959* 

All the trends in this country are 
in the direction of doing away with capital 
punishment altogether. 

Then how about the conspiracy angle 
of this case and the punishment of any co- 
conspirator? 

It ha3 been established by the prose- 
cution that at this time they are not in 
possession of any evidence to indict any- 
one as a co-conspirator in this case. Of 
course, this is not conclusive evidence 
that there was no conspiracy. It merely 
means as of this time there is not suf- 
ficient evidence available to make out a 
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case of probable cause against anybody* 

However* If this Defendant was a 
aesber of a conspiracy to kill the de- 
cedent* no member of such conspiracy can 
ever live i or security or lie 
down to pleasant dreams* because in this 
State there Is no statute of llnltatlqns 
In capital cases such as this* And while 
It Is not always the case* ray 35 years In 
these criminal courts have convinced me 
that in the great majority of cases* Hamlet 
was right when he said* "Murder* though It 
hath no tongue* will speak with most mi- 
raculous organ." 
v 

I believe the settlement of this 

% 

case is a Just one to both the Defendant 
and the State. I have accepted and ap- 
proved the settlement. The Defendant Is 
represented by able and eminent counsel.* 
All his rights and all the safeguards sur- 
rounding him have been zealously and con- 
scientiously observed and adhered to. 

I cannot let this occasion pass with- 
out paying tribute to Tennessee* Southern* 
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American and Western free world Justice 
and security which was truly a tean ef- 
fort involving scores and even hundreds 
of persons. 

You have heard from stipulation here 
the police department s of Canada, of 
Mexico, of -Portugal, of England, of the 
P.B.I., the local police, the State of 
Tennessee, the Sheriff^ office here has 
had the onus of this prisoner^ security. . 

I highly praise them all. I think that 
it took the team effort to bring this 
case to a Just conclusion. 

I must also mention Mr. Charles Heines, 
the Sheriff* s liaison with the hews media, 
and finally, my amici curale committee, 
whose efforts have been of inestimable 
value to me. 

. I wish all these people to know 
officially and personally that I appreciate 
their efforts in bringing this case to a 
Just conclusion, and If I have overlooked 
anyone I want to especially thank then too. 

Defendant in open court has voluntarily 
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admitted his guilt to first degree cairder, 
this In the presence of the Court and this 
coapany, and he has pled guilty before 
this Jury and accepted his punishnent. 

This Court, nor no one else, knows 
what the future will bring, but I subnit 
that up to now we have not done too badly 
here for a "decadent river town". 

If I nay be permitted to add a light 
touch* to a solenn occasion, X would like 
to paraphrase the great and eloquent 
Winston Churchill, who, in defiant reply 
to an Axis threat that they were going to 
wring England • s neck like a chicken, said, 
"Sone chicken, aone neck." 

I would like to reply to our Mecphis 
critic, "Gone river, sone town." 

Is there anything else? 

CE!I. CANALE: Yes, sir. Your Honor, ‘ 

we have this dangerous weapons indictnent, 
and I would like for the Court to — I 
reconcend a nol proa on that without cause 

An Your Honor knows, he was indicted 
for this before he was apprehended in 
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London* Carrying a dangerous weapon Is 
not an extraditable offense under our 
treaty with England , and the treaty also 
says that whatever be wasn’t brought back 
on, he cannot be. held to try It on, and 
as far as carrying a dangerous weapon, 

I reconnend a nol pros without cause on 
It, Your Honor* 

THE CCUHT: I have already ruled that 

we couldn’t travel — 

OEM* C A.* I ALE: Your Honor has already 

said ve couldn’t travel on that, didn't 
you? 

Just one nore thing for the record. 
Your Honor* 

It was stipulated and agreed between 
the defense and nyself that these nock-ups 
we have in the courtroos, the two nock-ups 
of the scene, were accurate replicas of 
the scene down there. We have referred to 
then quite a bit, but I Just thought I 
better put it in the record, that it was 
stipulated and agreed that they were ac- 
curate nock-ups to scale* 
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THE COURT: All right, sir*’ Sow, 

I believe that I have been told that 
lunch has been prepared for the Jury* 

DEPUTY: Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right, gentlenen, 

you have spent a long nornlng, so you 
will get a lunch out of It anyway*. 

All right. Is there anything else 
before we recess? 

All right, you can adjourn the Co6rt* 
(ADJOURNMENT) 
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Mr. Preyer. The Chair recognizes Mr. McKinney of Connecticut. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman, I also reluctantly join my colleague 
from Washington and waive my rights of questioning. It is obvious 
that the witness would not have the time to review the material that 
he has requested. And, I would need to have him review that material 
for my line of questioning. 

I yield my time. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair recognizes Mr. Ford of Tennessee. 

Mr. Lane. I wonder — excuse me. I wonder if we are going to recess 
at noon as we have been doing until now, or if you have another plan ? 
If so, could we be informed? 

Mr. Preyer. We began an hour late this morning so that we would 
like to run a little longer, but the Chair anticipates recessing fairly 
shortly. 

Mr. Lane. May I say, Mr. Preyer, in order to avoid that happening, 
if we are here another day. I generally get here about 8 o’clock. It is 
generally about a quarter to 9 when Mr. Blakey allows me to come in 
here and gives me a ticket. If I could be given my ticket and not kept 
beyond the guard at 8 o’clock, then I could see my client and have a 
1-hour interview, which Mr. Stokes promised us we could have each 
morning, would take place, and we could start again at 9 o’clock. If 
that could be arranged for tomorrow, if there has to be a tomor- 
row, I would appreciate it. 

Mr. Preyer, I understand Mr. Blakey gives you the ticket when Mr. 
Ray arrives so that you can discuss with your client as soon as he is 
here, and we certainly will insure that you have the full hour with your 
client. 

Mr. Lane. Thank you. 

Mr. Preyer. One reason we delayed the beginning of the proceed- 
ings this morning. Mr. Ford of Tennessee. 

Mr. Ford. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. At this time, Mr. Chairman, 
I would like to pass until Mr. Ray has had the opportunity to refresh 
his memory on the 20,000-word document. In doing so, Mr. Chairman, 
I would also like to ask unanimous consent to add as part of the record 
a staff report, which is a summary of statements made by James Earl 
Ray from his arrest in June 1968 through June 30, 1978. It is Mr. 
Ray’s story, as told by Mr. Ray. extending from his escape from the 
Missouri State Prison on April 23, 1967, through the assassination of 
Dr. King in April 1968, to his apprehension in London on June 8, 1968 ; 
and also that this be made a part of the record and be available for 
the public by the U.S. Government Printing Office here in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

I would also state for the record, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Ray 
pleaded guilty in 1968 to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. He was convicted and is now serving a 99-year sentence. We have 
been sitting here for more than 2 days listening to Mr. Rav denying 
any involvement relating to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, and he has pleaded for an opportunity to tell his story, and the 
American public is waiting to hear that story. However, the American 
public wants facts, not fiction, they want the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

[The staff report titled “Compilation of the Statements of James 
Earl Ray” as mentioned earlier, follows :] 
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I. — INTRODUCTION 

This Staff Report is a compilation of the statements made by J ames 
Earl Ray from his arrest in June of 1968 through June 30, 1978. It is 
Mr. Ray’s story as told by Mr. Ray, extending from his escape from 
Missouri State Prison on April 23, 1967, through the assassination of 
Dr. King in April of 1968, to his apprehension in London on June 8, 
1968. It has been organized as a chronological narrative to facilitate 
the presentation of the years’ events. It is based solely on statements 
made by or attributed to Mr. Ray ; it does not rely upon or cite other 
source material, or evidence the Committee has uncovered. It is based, 
to a large extent, on the eight interviews conducted by the staff with 
Mr. Ray at Brushy Mountain, Tenn. These interviews, in their en- 
tirety, will be published as an appendix to the Final Report that will 
be issued by the Select Committee. 

This Staff Report should not be read as implying that the Committee 
believes or disbelieves the events occurred as described. There are in- 
consistencies in the stories that Mr. Ray has told, and some of these are 
noted in the Staff Report. Mr. Ray himself has acknowledged that he 
has made errors during his interviews with the Committee staff : “I 
know I made a lot of errors in there on where I was at certain times. 
I didn’t keep no diary or anything when I was on the street ; this was 
mostly recollection.” Mr. Ray has also noted that “it is a matter of 
credibility if I make too many errors * * (HSCA interview with 
James Earl Ray on July 21, 1978) . 

The Committee is currently analyzing and investigating all aspects 
of Mr. Ray’s story to ascertain the true facts. The Final Report will 
contain a complete analysis of Mr. Ray’s statements; it will incorpo- 
rate all the material that the Select Committee has acquired as a result 
of its investigation. 

(l) 
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II.— THE ESCAPE 

James Earl Ray began serving at Missouri State Prison on March 
17, 1960, a 20-year sentence for armed robbery. He escaped from Mis- 
souri State Prison in Jefferson City on April 28, 1967. He recalls that 
a few days before the escape he was visited by one of his brothers, and 
says that the brother probably was John. 1 He has stated that the 
visit was unrelated to his breakout from the prison. He has maintained 
that no family members were in any way involved in the escape. 

Question . Who visited you before you escaped ? 

Answer. Uh, it was John, uh, well it was one of my brothers 
that visited a couple of days before I escaped. 

Question, Which one ? 

Answer, John or Jerry, I J m not too positive now which one 
it was. It was, I believe it was John, I’m not certain. 

Question, What happened during that meeting? 

Answer. Uh, nothing. 

Question, Did you tell him that you were going to come 
out? 

Answer. No, I didn’t tell him anything. That would have 
been illegal. 

Question, Why not ? 

Answer. Uh, I don’t know. I don’t — I can’t remember all 
what I told him, but I mean they all knew, both Jerry and 
John knew that I was thinking about escaping. So, it wouldn’t 
of been no revelation if I, if I would of mentioned something 
about escaping. But there was no prearranged deal where 
he would be outside waiting in front of the prison, and I’d 
jump out and jump in the car. (HSCA 8) 

Ray says he escaped from the prison at Jefferson City by conceal- 
ing himself in a bread box which was being delivered outside the 
walls. 2 Ray states that he received no outside assistance in the escape ; 


1 Ray has said that his brother John had a pass in his name to visit at Missouri 
State Prison, and that John as well as his other brother Jerry both used it. It 
is therefore not possible, Ray says, to determine exactly which brother visited 
on April 22 by looking at the prison record. (House Select Committee on Assassi- 
nations Interview No. 8). The Select Committee has interviewed Mr. Ray on the 
following dates: (1) March 22, 1977; (2) March 28, 1977; (3) April 14, 1977; 
(4) April 29, 1977; (5) May 3, 1977; (6) September 29, 1977; (7) November 14, 
1977 ; (8) December 2, 1977. Interview Number 7 was conducted after an oath 
was administered to Mr. Ray. These interviews will be cited as HSCA — through- 
out this Staff Report. These interviews will be published in their entirety as part 
of the Final Report. 

* Until the eighth interview with the Committee, Ray told a different story of 
the escape. In his earlier statements, first given to W. B. Huie in 1968, Ray 
claimed that he scaled the wall at Missouri State Prison without any aid whatso- 
ever from any other prisoners. (20,000 Words by James Earl Ray as written for 
William Bradford Huie, the author, Installment Number 10. Hereinafter cited 
as 20,000 No. — . The 20,000 Words were written by Ray in response to written 

(Continued) 
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however, he has stated that he did receive help from several inmates. 
As Ray explains it, these inmates provided two types of assistance : 
they helped to conceal him inside the bread box and then loaded the 
box onto the delivery truck (HSCA 8), and they misled the prison 
officials by arranging the report of the false story that Ray was hiding 
inside the walls somewhere. 

Question. How was the escape planned ? 

Answer. Uh, well, I watched the, I watched the — I watched 
the bread going out and I could see that — I’d watched it leave 
the platform, and I know, the only place it could be shook 
down would be in between the, in the tunnel. So that’s just a 
chance you take, it could be very well, you know you could be 
caught in the tunnel, but, you know, it’s worth a chance, six 
months or whatever. 

Question. How many people did you plan this with? 

Answer. I think probably one or two. I didn’t plan it with 
no one, I think, I just told them what I was going to do. I 
think probably two people at the most knew and, uh, I think 
one individual he told a, an informer that I was going to hide 
inside the prison and the informer told the Warden and then 
that way they wouldn’t be looking for me too quick. 
(HSCA 8). 

Ray is unwilling to identify the inmates who helped him, and mini- 
mizes the significance of their assistance; in addition, he emphasizes 
that no guards or other officials were involved. (HSCA 8) 

Question. When you say the guards didn’t do anything to 
hinder you, what do you mean by that ? 

Answer. Well, that, that might of been a misstatement. I 
mean, they didn’t, they just did the same thing they always 
do. Usually the guards have a routine and you watch them 
after 6 or 8 months, and usually if you have a relief guard on, 
you don’t try to escape when he’s on because he might do some- 

( Continued) 

questions, submitted to him by Huie, who was preparing a series of articles for 
Look magazine, and for his later book — He Slew The Dreamer by William Brad- 
ford Huie, Delacorte Press, 1970 (hereinafter cited as Dreamer ). The 20,000 
Words will be printed as an appendix to the Select Committee’s Final Report. 
In HSCA 8, Ray explains that he refused on earlier occasions to tell the truth 
about the escape because he didn’t want to inform on the fellow inmates who 
had helped him. 

Question . So, therefore, because you thought you might be going back 
to Missouri State Prison some day, you told Huie that you went over the 
wall rather than you went through the bread room ? 

Answer. Yeah, there’s two reasons. There’s one reason, about, you 
know, being an informer, and you know, putting the heat on someone else. 

And there’s another reason, I’m Just, uh, uh, I just feel bad about them 
personally. I can’t explain that. 

Question . You what? 

Answer. 1 just have — I’m sort — I’m sort of hostile to them for personal 
reasons, I can’t explain it, but— — ■ 

Question . Hostile to whom? 

Answer. Informers — I don’t know. I mean, informing on someone, a 
close associate or something like that — I’m just hostile to it. 

Question. Well, what I’m trying to 

Answer. I think it’s short sighted. (HSCA 8) 
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thing to hinder you, you know, he might go and make a more 
thorough search or something. Usually anyone who follows 
a routine a certain length of time, just like I go to bed a certain 
time every night. There was no collusion or anything between 
me and any of the prison officials. (HSCA 8) 

Once outside the w^alls and away from the delivery truck, Ray says he 
made his way to some nearby railroad tracks and began walking west, 
toward Kansas City. He walked along the tracks for about 6 days, 
traveling at first only by night and then later deciding that he could 
risk being seen in the daytime. On the third day, he broke into a 
fisherman’s trailer and stole some food and clothing. When his shoes 
wore out on the fourth or fifth day, he broke into a small country store 
and stole some new shoes and more food. By the sixth day, Ray had 
reached a small town about 35 miles west of Jefferson City and was 
exhausted. He then decided to double back and visit East St. Louis. 
Late that same evening he boarded a train which was passing through 
town and rode it all the way back across Missouri. (HSCA 8) Ray 
states that there was no reason for his decision to return east to St. 
Louis — the train was, however, traveling in that direction. 

Question . Did you have any idea when you got on the train 
where it was going ? 

Answer. Well, it had to be going to St. Louis because the 
tracks just run two directions, east and west. 

Question . No spurs where it could turned off and headed 
towards another city or another town ? 

Answer. Well, it could have but I don’t think it would 
of. I know I crossed these spurs once, but I think there were 
just short spurs that, in other words, they didn’t go to another 
town, they’d just go to another track going in the same 
direction. 

Question . Well, did you know you had to get back to 
St. Louis to meet someone? 

Answer. No, I was just trying to get away from the prison, 
That’s the only thing I was trying to do. Uh, I could of just 
as well went the other direction, it was no, there was no sig- 
nificance in going any direction, it was just putting as many 
distances between me and the prison as possible. (HSCA 8) 

When Ray escaped from Jefferson City he carried with him about 
$250 in cash, a small transistor radio, a social security number (not a 
card) in the name “John L. Rayns,” and the telephone number of an 
old associate of his in East St. Louis, Jack Gawron. (HSCA 8) When 
the train got to St. Louis, Ray hopped off, took a cab across the river 
into East St. Louis, and tried to contact Gawron. Gawron was not 
around, however, so he caught a second cab to Edwardsville, 3 bought 
a bus ticket there, and rode on to Chicago. (HSCA 8) 


3 This story that he was unable to contact anyone in East St. Louis and there- 
fore took a cab to Edwardsville contradicts Ray’s earlier version, in which he 
said that he did contact a friend in East St. Louis who drove him to Edwardsville. 

Answer. * * * and there was also an individual from East St. Louis, 
the same boy, he hauled me one time from East St. Louis, from where I 

(Continued) 
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Question. * * * You went to see Gawron, right? 

Answer, Yes. 

Question. Alright, what happened after you got to 
Gawron’s ? 

Answer. Uh, I guess — he wasn’t there, he was probably 
sick. * * * 

Question. You took a cab all the way to Edwardsville ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. How far is that ? 

Answer. It’s quite a ways. It’s about, I’d say it’s 10 miles, 
anyway. It might be more. 

Question. Are you sure it was a cab that you took to 
Edwardsville ? 

Answer. I’m pos — I’m almost positive. * * * (HSCA 8) 


(Continued) 

escaped, to Edwardsville, 111, and caught a bus, and I went to 
Chicago * * *. 

* * * 

Answer. * * * The individual that took me to — now, he took me to 
Edwardsville. It wasn’t no family member, or anything like that, be- 
cause I kept away from them * * * (HSCA 2) 

Bay suggests that he probably told this earlier story to the committee in order 
to protect Gawron. He does not explain, however, how he could be protecting 
Gawron by involving him in his flight from Missouri State Prison, when in fact 
Gawron was not involved. 

Question. * * * But why did you want to inculpate a friend, if all it 
was was a cab ? I could see if you, if you actuaUy had a friend who took 
you there, to lie and say “I took a cab ” 

Answer. Yes. 

Question . — Because you don’t want to implicate the friend. But if it 
really is a cab, why implicate a friend and tell him (i.e. Huie) that a 
friend took you. 

Answer. There really is no logical reason for it. I just wrote it down 
for Huie, and I was thinking about the friend in the next sequence, too, 
because sooner or later I’m going to have to get to that part, so I just, 
you know, just put it all in there (the story that Gawron gave Bay a 
pistol just before Hay left for Montreal). (HSCA 8) 
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III. — CHICAGO 
(April 30 to July 17, 1967) 

When he arrived in Chicago, Ray looked for a suitable apartment 
and finally located one on Sheffield Avenue which he rented as J ohn 
L. Rayns. He has stated that there was no special reason for his 
renting at this particular address. 

Question . And how did you come about the North Sheffield 
Street address ? You told you had lived in the area before, but 
how did you come upon 2731 ? 

Answer. I just walked down in the gen — , I just walked 
down the street, and, I’d, I, a, I, you know, I saw the, saw the 
for rent sign. (HSCA 8) 

Similarly, Ray had no particular reason for changing apartments 
when, after about a month in Chicago, he moved to Lunt Street. This 
second address was simply closer to Ray’s place of employment. 
(20,000 No. 8) 

Soon after his arrival in Chicago, Ray located a job at the Indian 
Trails Restaurant in nearby Winnetka through the want ads in the 
Chicago Tribune . (HSCA 8) 1 Ray worked at the Indian Trails for 
about 6 weeks (from May 3 to June 25, 1967) and calculates that he 
managed to save about $450. (20,000 No. 13) He purchased an old 
car and acquired some identifications papers as John L. Rayns: a car 
title, a temporary driver’s license, and a social security card. (20,000 
No. 9, 13) 

While in Chicago, Ray was in contact with his brother Jerry Ray. 
Ray outlines the various meetings and phone calls as follows : 

(1) Sometime in May, about a week after his arrival in Chicago, 
Rav called Jerry to ask him if the police were sur veiling his family, 
and to arrange a meeting. 

Question. Well, your brother Jerry, where were you living 
when you first contacted him after the first time? 

Answer. Well, that would be the Sheffield or Sedwick 
Street, whatever it is, that’s, I contacted him the first time 
from that address. 

Question, How did you contact him, by phone ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question . And how long was that after you arrived at 
Edwardsville, that you contacted him ? 

Answer. Well, this is just recollection, I think it would be 
about a week at the most. 


1 Ray has said that his employers at the Indian Trails bandaged his feet, which 
were swollen from his 6-day walk along the railroad tracks. 

(T) 
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Question, And what was that conversation pertaining to ? 

Answer. T think I asked him to meet me somewhere and I 
think I also asked him if he, if the police were around sur- 
veilling because I think they were, I understand in St. Louis 
they were watching my brothers and sisters. 

Question, And what did he say ? 

Answer. He said no. (HSCA 8) 

(2) Several days later, Ray met with Jerry in a tavern on Howard 
Street between Chicago and Evansville. He says that their conversa- 
tion was just about general matters. 

Question, Where did you arrange to meet with him ? 

Answer. That would probably be the Howard Street. I 
know it’s the, it’s the street that divides Chicago from Evans- 
ville, Ind., Evansville, 111. 

Question, What happened when you met with Jerry ? 

Answer. Well, we just went in the bar and talked for a 
while. 

Question, What day about was that ? 

Answer. That would of probably been about a week after I, 
week after I checked in, I rented a room on Sheffield. 

Question, And what did you two talk about ? 

Answer. J think he said something about how I got out of 
prison, I think I said I made a parole, but it was a joke, so, 
and I think we discussed, and I think I told him I was going 
to leave the United States when I got some money and things 
of that nature. 

Question. Did he give you things of value, money and, or 
anything else ? 

Answer. Uh, no. He usually don’t have too much money. 

Question Well, did, did you talk about money with him ? 

Answer. No, I didn’t discuss money with him. I was — I 
probably just discussed getting identification, I was thinking 
I had an identification problem at that time. (HSCA 8) 

(3) At some unspecified time, probably close to the time Ray quit, 
J erry called him at the Indian Trails. 

Question. While you were working at Indian Trail, did you 
get any telephone calls? 

Answer, I don’t know. It seemed to me that I may have 
gotten one from my brother, but I don’t think I did. 

Question. Well, if you can think back and tell us whether 
you recall having any calls at Indian Trail, where you got 
into an excited conversation ? 

Answer. No, no excited conversation. (HSCA 2) 

(4) Ray’s final contacts with Jerry are difficult to detail precisely. 
He has told the committee that he met with Jerry at the Cypress Inn, 
after he quit the Indian Trails, to tell him that he was going to Canada. 

Question. Did you see your brother in the Cypress Inn? 
Your brother Jerry? 

Answer. Cypress ? That could of been it if it’s in that area 
of where he’s working at. I know I seen him once out there, 
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I’m almost positive now, being that we've talked about — I saw 
him once in that area Avliere, general area of where he worked 
at. 

Question. And that Avas, you say, was the social visit you 
paid him ? 

Answer. That was probably, yeah, that was just probably 
the visit Avith me telling him that I Avas leaving the country 
or something of that nature. (HSCA 8) 

Ray has also said that lie met Avith Jerry at the Lunt Street apart- 
ment when he returned to Chicago to pick up his last paycheck. 

Answer. * * * I did get the check from the Post Office box, 
but Pm not certain if it was after the first time I went there 
or not. I know I — I knoAv I did stay in the Lunt Street address, 
maybe one night, possibly two, but, now I think Perry came 
to see me there one, once. * * * (HSCA 8) 

It is unclear whether these are actually the same visit, or whether Ray 
is referring to separate visits. 2 

Ray states that during these various visits and phone calls, he and 
his brother did not make any plans for future dealings, and that his 
brother did not offer him any material assistance. 

Question . Did he give you things of value, money and, or 
anything else? 

Answer. Uh, no. He usually don’t have too much money. 

Question. Well, did, did you talk about money with him? 

AnsAver. No, I didn’t discuss money Avith him. I Avas — I 
probably just discussed getting identification, I was thinking, 

I had an identification problem at that time. . . . 

Question. But you did not request money from the family 
after you came out when you didn’t have any possessions at 
all and all you had was a couple hundred dollars ? 

Answer. Actually, I didn’t need any more and as far as, 
as I mentioned the family didn’t have all that money any- 
way. * * * (HSCA 8) 

As for John or his sister Carol, Ray says that he never saAv either 
of them at all. 

Question. While you were, from the time you escaped until 
the time that you quit work at Indian Trails, had you con- 
tacted your brother J ohn ? 

Answer. No, he was in, he was in St. Louis, I believe, at 
that time. 


2 Ray told Huie in the “20,000 Words” that he had no contact with his brother 
Jerry or with any other family member while in Chicago. 

* * * No, I didn’t go to Alton or see my relatives. My reason for not 
seeing any relatives is that criminal charges can be filed against a rela- 
tive or anyone else for harboring a fugitive if the police can prove it. 
(20,000 No. 9) 

Although Ray has since admitted seeing Jerry, this passage still seems to explain 
why he would tell Huie a different story. 

In his interview published in Playboy magazine, in September 1977, Ray says 
that he met with Jerry three or four times for drinks in Northbrooke, 111., where 
Jerry worked. 
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Question . You hadn’t contacted him from the time of the 
escape until you left the Indian Trails ? 

Answer. Uh, no. * * * 

Question. What about your sister Carol ? 

Answer. Uh, no, she had been in the same situation, she 
was in St. Louis, too. I imagine the police would of been sur- 
veilling her. (HSCA 8) 

In late June, Ray quit his job at the Indian Trails. He states that 
he was nervous about using his brother’s social security number 
(20,000 No. 11), and that he wanted to go ahead with a plan he had 
been considering since before the jailbreak: he wanted to move to 
Canada, obtain a false passport, and continue on to some third 
country. 

Question . When you left the prison you were planning to 
go to Canada, were you not ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Why was that ? 

Answer. To get out of the United States. 

Question. And did you have any plans as to what you were 
going to do in Canada at the time you escaped ? 

Answer. Yes, I thought that maybe I could get a passport 
once I got to Canada and go to Brazil or some English- 
speaking country. 

Question. Did you have any contacts in mind that you were 
going to meet in Canada ? 

Answer. No, I thought — I hadn’t had any details but I 
thought there was a procedure where you could get a passport 
whereby you could leave the country, and I’ve read a case on 
an individual by the name of Birri — , Birrell, I believe his 
name is. He went to, he went to Brazil on a forged passport 
from Canada. (HSCA 8) 

Canada appealed to Ray for several reasons : he had been in Canada 
before, for 2 months in 1959 (but had been unable to find work) ; 
he wanted to go where English was a major language; he believed 
that the Canadians, particularly the French Canadians, were less 
inquisitive about strangers than most people (HSCA 2) ; and finally, 
as he mentions above, he had heard of another criminal, Lowell Bir- 
rell, who had made it to Canada, obtained a phony passport, and 
traveled to safety in Brazil. (20,000 No. 13) Before leaving the United 
States, however, Ray made two trips back to the area in which most 
of his family still lived, southeast Illinois. 

Immediately after quitting his job, Ray drove to Quincy, 111., where 
his Aunt Mabel Fuller lived. There was a delay in getting his last 
paycheck from the Indian Trails, and Ray says that he wanted to 
wait for the check some place where there would not be any “heat” on 
him. (HSCA 8) 3 Ray doesn’t think he ever saw his Aunt Mabel in 
Quincy (HSCA 8) but he probably did see Ted Crawley, a hotel clerk 
and old acquaintance (HSCA 8), ‘Willy Qualls, a bartender (HSCA 
2) and a fellow named John Shir (phonetic) . (HSCA 8) 


3 It is unclear why Ray would think he could return to the house of a relative 
to avoid the police, since he states that he didn’t want to see his brothers or sister 
because he feared they would be under surveillance. (HSCA 8) 
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After several days in Quincy, Eay says lie returned to Chicago to 
pick up his last paycheck. He stayed a night or two at his old Lunt 
Street address and possibly met with his brother Jerry. 

From Chicago, Eay drove back to east Illinois, this time to East St. 
Louis. As on the trip to Quincy, Eay says he was returning home to 
visit relatives, but again states that he never saw any. 

Question . Why’d you go there if you were, if you had 
already decided to go to Canada ? 

Answer. I would intend to see some of my relatives down 
there but I never did see them, but I did see a, this friend I 
mentioned to you. * * * (HSCA8) 

The friend he mentions was Jack Gawron, the same person whom he 
had intended to contact in East St. Louis just after his escape. Eay 
was successful in this second attempt to contact Gawron, and he ob- 
tained a pistol from him free. 4 (HSCA 8) He had also hoped to ask 
Gawron to contact his brother (presumably John, who was in St. 
Louis) and tell him to set up a post office box under a false name so that 
Eay might be able to contact his family once he was in Canada. Eay 
says he wanted to use this complicated procedure to avoid any direct 
contact with his relatives. As it turned out, however, he decided when 
he got to town that the scheme was too dangerous. 

Question . Then what happened, where did you go to from 
there ? 

Answer. F rom there, I went to, I was going down to see my 
relatives. I was going to try to get this guy I knew across the 
river to get my brother and tell him I was going to Canada. 

It was my intention to go up there and have my brother or 
someone establish an assumed name in a post office and that 
way I could write them if I knew the assumed name before- 
hand. In other words if they could, say if they rented a box in 
Illinois under the Smith name, then I would just write them 
under Smith, but I, when I went down there I never did, I 
never did contact my brother or anything. I was concerned 
about them shadowing his house or something like that. 
(HSCA 2) 

Before leaving East St. Louis for Canada, Eay sold the car he had 
gotten in Chicago and bought another, more reliable one. (HSCA 2) 
He spent 3 nights on the road to Montreal : 

My stops from East St. Louis to Montreal were, first night 
Indianapolis, Ind; second Toronto, Canada; three, Dorion 
(outside Montreal). (20,000 No. 13) 

* Before the eighth interview, Ray had told the committee that the man who 
gave him a ride from East St. Louis to Edwardsville immediately after the escape, 
and the man who gave him this pistol, were one and the same person. 

Question . Who were you in touch with here other than that person 
(i.e. Gawron) ? 

Answer. There wasn’t no one. He gave me a pistol, I got a pistol from 
him, the only thing X had. 

Question. This is this person that had helped you before ? 

Answer. Yes. (HSCA 2) 

As explained in footnote 3, supra, of the “Escape” chapter, Ray changed his 
story in HSCA 8 and told the committee that there was no man who gave him a 
ride to Edwardsville. He didn’t change his story, however, about Gawron’s giving 
him the gun. 
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IV. — CANADA I — MONTREAL 
(July 17 to August 21, 1967) 

Until his arrival in Canada, Ray had been using his brother’s name, 
“John Larry Rayns.” In Montreal, however, he dropped this alias and 
began using a new name, “Eric Starvo Galt.” Ray states that he 
decided on the Galt alias while in Chicago, but he is unable to remem- 
ber exactly how he came up with it. 1 

Question, How did it come about that you used the Galt 
name ? 

Answer. I have no idea. I just — just a name. I might have 
seen it in the phone book or something. 

Question, Where were you when you saw this name in the 
phone book ? 

Answer. I don’t know if I saw it in a phone book. I just, 

I’m just trying to explain to you where I could have gotten 
these various names from. (HSCA 2) 

Ray states that he did -not know at this time that Eric S. Galt was a 
real person. 

Question, Now, do you know if there is a real Eric S. Galt? 

Answer. In Canada ? 

Question, In Canada. 

Answer. Well, the novelist Gerold Frank said there was, 
but I don’t know if there is or not. I assumed he wouldn’t lie 
about it. (HSCA 2) 

Ray explains that he had always intended to develop a wholly new 
identity for himself after the escape and had only used the Rayns 
alias in Chicago because he had some identification for it (the Social 
Security number). Once across the border, he planned to use his 


1 There is a small town called "Galt” near Montreal, but Ray has denied that 
this was the source of the alias. 

Question . Did you see the name Galt on toy road sign? 

Answer. Huie said that, but that wasn’t the, the way I got the name. 

I’m positive of that. (HSCA 2 ) 

Ray also says that he has no recollection of getting the name from an Ian Fleming 
“007” novel or an Ayn Rand novel (HSCA 2; HSCA 8). In the “20,000 Words,” 
Ray wrote that he had made up the Galt alias while at Jefferson City. 

* * * You have asked me where I got the name, Galt name. I said I 
didn’t think it important, as I couldn’t prove what I say. But I had 
chose that name about 3 or 4 years before I escaped. I had taken it be- 
cause it was unusual, hence easy to remember. (20,000 No. 15) 

In HSCA 8, Ray specifically denies this statement. 

Question, Did you know about, that you were going to use that name 
when you were still in Jeff City ? 

Answer. No, I never, I didn’t have no idea I’d use that name in Jeff 
City. I don’t know when I picked it up. (HSCA 8) 
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brother’s alias when it was necessary to show some type of I.D. card 
such as a driver’s license, but on all other occasions he would pose as 
Galt. 

Question, Well, you didn’t have any identification for Galt, 
did you, when you first used it ? 

Answer. No, but I intended to establish identification. I was 
using this — I used this — I was using this Rayns name and 
Galt. I wasn’t just using the Galt name, I was trying to estab- 
lish identification for Galt before I got rid of the Rayns iden- 
tification. For instance, when I left Canada, I was still using 
the Rayns one when I would go into a motel or anything, and 
I’d use the Galt for other matters. * * * 

Question . What was the distinction ? What instances would 
you use Galt, and what instances would you use Rayns ? 

Answer. The only instances I would use Rayns was when 
I’d go in the motel somewhere where you have to register with' 
your license plate number. (HSCA 2) 

On the night before he took a room in Montreal, Ray stayed at a 
motel in Dorion, just outside the city. During the evening he drove into 
one of the “red light” districts of Montreal, went to a saloon fre- 
quented by gamblers and prostitutes, and picked up a woman. 

On St. Catherine East in Montreal between the 1400 block and 
2000 block there is a lot of nightclubs, and prostitutes hang 
out in these places. The procedure is the girls leave the club 
with you and the two of you take a cab to an apartment run 
by whoever she is working for. I picked up one of these girls, 
the best looking one I would find, as I thought she would be 
in the more prosperous place. We went to the apartment, 
whereupon I gave her $25 which she took to the office. After 
I left I got the address. (20,000 No. 13) 

The next day, Ray returned to Montreal and took a room at the Har-K 
apartments (the first time he used the Galt alias). He had to pay 
2 months’ rent in advance ($150) and was running short on cash. 
(HSCA 8) ' 

The next night, I took my car and parked close to this house. 
Then went back to this dub and picked up the same girl. We 
then caught a cab to the same house. After I had gave her 
another $25 and we were ready to leave, I put the gun on her 
and took her to the office. After she had got the manager 
there by knocking, I put the gun on him. I had her take her 
stockings off and tie his hands and feet while he laid on the 
bed. After a little persuasion I got approximately $1,700 
out of a cabinet. I then told the girl to get under the bed and 
left. (20,000 No. 13) 2 

As explained above, Ray badly needed this money. He had left East 
St. Louis with only about $250 in his pocket (HSCA 8), and 


3 Ray has often altered details of this story. Huie claims in his book, He Stew 
the Dreamer , (p. 38) that Ray first told Hanes that he robbed a brothel of $800 
and then changed his mind and said he had actually robbed a supermarket of 
$1,700. Ray has frequently admitted that he did give Huie the bogus foodstore 

(Continued) 
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the lease oil the Har-K room had taken a large piece of that. (20,000 
No. 13) The robbery, then, gave him some capital and relieved some 
of his financial worries. One of the first things he did with the money 
was to go to some Montreal clothes shops and outfit himself with some 
new suits, shirts, slacks, et cetera. (HSCA3) 3 


(Continued) 

version. He explains that he felt Hanes and Huie were allowing too much of his 
story to leak to the authorities, and he wanted to test them by providing them 
with a phony story and then waiting to see who would turn up with it. 

Answer. * * * I ran Hanes the first time, I ran the complete story 
down, testimony about the robbing, the gambUng place, the girl place. 

Question . You told that to Hanes? 

Answer. Yes, well, then later on all these papers would keep coming 
in on me. You know, I’d tell Hanes something and he’d tell Huie, and 
then I’d get more witnesses against me. So, then, I told him, I said, 
well, I really didn’t rob this place, I robbed a supermarket in Canada. 

And, but then he went and told Huie that I really hadn’t robbed a 
gambling place, that I had robbed a supermarket and Huie sent his 
bearer of bad news in, that’s Hanes Jr., saying, that he didn’t want me 
to fabricate any stories, but it wasn’t a question of fabricating stories, 
it was a question of me, you know, me giving attorney information that 
attorneys give to book writers and the book writers would give it to the 
FBI. 

Question. Well, did Huie get the first account that you had given to 
Hanes, the fact that it was a gambling establishment? 

Answer. Yes, he got that. 

Question. But then you changed it and told Hanes to give Huie, that 
it was not a gambling establishment, but it was a grocery store ? 

Answer. Well, I told Hanes, I told Hanes it was a grocery store, but I 
told him not to tell Huie. Well, he went and told Huie, so Huie told 
Hanes’ son to come and tell me that he wanted — that he didn’t want that 
type of information, that he knew I robbed the market. (HSCA 3) 

Ray denies, however, that he gave Hanes or Huie a dollar amount for the super- 
market story. (HSCA 3) 

In 20,000 No. 13, Ray states he robbed the brothel for $1,700. Since 1969, 
Ray has repeated this last version, although he has changed the dollar amount : 
$1,600-$1,700 in the transcript of the March 9, 1977. CBS News Special Reports, 
Interview with James Earl Ray by Dan Rather ; $1,500 in HSCA 3 ; and $1,700 
in HSCA 8. 

3 Some controversy has developed about these clothes and the money which Ray 
used to buy them. Ray checked into the Har-K apartments on July 18 and paid 
$150 for 2 months’ rent. On the next day , he purchased more than $200 worth of 
clothes from the Tip-Top Tailors in Montreal. As Ray explains it, the robbery of 
the brothel took 2 nights — one to case the place and one to commit the robbery. 
It is important, then, that he cased the brothel on the 17th, the night before he 
checked into the Har-K, so that he could rob it the night of the 18th and still have 
time to make the purchase at the Tip-Top on the 19th. In the 20,000 Words, 
No. 13, however, this is not the apparent sequence of events. Ray implies that he 
had already checked into the Har-K when he first visited the brothel. 

* * * I was also getting short on money after leasing an apartment for 
6 months. I paid the first and last months’ rent, which totaled $150. This 
was the place in the 2600 block on Notre Dame East. (20,000 No. 13) 

Ray then details the story of the robbery. If this were the true sequence of events, 
then Ray would be left with no explanation for his sudden spending spree, since 
he would be robbing the pimp on the evening of the 19th, after the clothes 
purchase. 

In HSCA 8, Ray retells the story as it is given in the Staff Report and largely 
eliminates this problem with his time sequence. He says that he had already 
rented the Har-K apartment on the night of the robbery, but that for some reason 
he spent the night hiding in a parking lot. 

Answer. * * * And I got in the car and went over in the — I drove 
around, I got back on St. Catherine Street East. This time, I went south. 

(Continued) 
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Ray’s intention in coming to Canada was to obtain a false passport 
which he could use to get to a third country. Shortly after liis arrival, 
therefore, he contacted a travel agency and asked about the procedures 
for acquiring Canadian travel documents. He states that he was told 
he needed a “guarantor” to make an application: that is, someone 
who would swear to his 2-year residence in Canada. 

* * * the first thing I did upon my arrival in Montreal was 
to call a travel agency and ask what documents was necessary 
to get a passport. They told me none, but I had to have some- 
one who knew me for 2 years. (I later found out this was 
wrong.) (20,000 No. 13) 

This discovery was a shock to Ray and appeared to place some major 
obstacles between him and the passport, so he decided to look for his 
travel papers in some other quarter. He began hanging around the 
docks and local bars, looking for passage out of Canada on a freighter 
and hoping perhaps to find some drunken sailor whom he might rob 
of his merchant marine documents. (HSCA 3) One of these water- 
side taverns was the Neptune Bar, where he met Raoul. 4 

Ray describes his first meeting with Raoul as follows : 

I think the first time I contacted Raoul was about the second 
time I frequented the bar with the pilot wheels in the window 
(the Neptune Bar). He started the conversation. I know he 
asked me if I was an American. I told him yes. After some 
general conversation I told him I was thinking on [sic] 
immigrating to Canada and questioned him on the prospects 
of getting a job on a ship. He had indicated to me that he 
had worked on a ship or was working on one. (20,000 No. 13) 

Ray had been talking to various people in the area, making inquiries 
about the availability of identification, and evidently someone had 
mentioned him to Raoul. 

I think maybe someone told him that I was making inquiries 
because, I don’t know how, I made inquiries like that a lot of 
times before in bars. It’s just a certain way you talk and you 
don’t, you don’t ask anyone that ques — , that type of question, 
you know, right off, you got to work around to it. But, I asked 
him about, I think I mentioned I was from the United States 
and I, I’d ask him how you’d go about getting, would it be 
difficult for someone from the United States to get Canadian 
seaman’s papers or something of that order. (HSCA 8) 


(Continued) 

I went in the English section, and I stayed there in a parking lot the 
rest of the night. I didn’t go into a motel or anything. And, that was on 
the, that was the, that would of been on the 18th, if I’ve got it wrote 
downright. (HSCA 8) 

4 Hay states that, except in Mexico, Raoul was always alone, and that he never 
divulged the identities of any of his criminal connections. Occasionally, however, 
Ray refers to Raoul in the plural. For instance, in his interview with Dan Rather, 
he describes his contacts in Canada. 

Answer. * * * Then later on I met with some people. I thought they 
were possibly narcotics smugglers. 
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This meeting with Raoul at the Neptune was only the first of many. 
Altogether, they met 8 or 10 times. (HSCA 3) Ray does not specify 
which topics were discussed at each of these meetings, but he says that 
the earlier ones were exploratory in nature : Ray told Raoul of his 
need for identification and passage out of the country, 5 and Raoul told 
Ray that he might be able to assist if Ray would reciprocate and help 
him with some smuggling schemes at the TT.S. border. 

Question . OK, can you tell us how long were you in Canada 
at the time that you first -met Raoul ? 

Answer. I guess about a week or so. 

Question . Tell us about that. 

Answer. Well, I first met him in the bar down there. I met 
two or three other individuals similar to him. We just, I was 
just, my main discussion with these various individuals in- 
cluding him was ways and means of getting a passport, and 
he, after certain discussions he mentioned the possibility. He 
didirt refer to them as passports, he referred to them as 
travel documents and he mentioned that he might be able to 
get one if I would assist him in some way in crossing the 
border. (HSCA 3) 

Ray recalls that he had no way of contacting Raoul at this time. They 
simply made plans at the end of each conversation to meet again, 
usually at the Neptune Bar (HSCA 3). Raoul evidently spent a good 
deal of time there, because Ray says that even if one of them were 
unable to make an appointed meeting, it was usually no difficult matter 
rescheduling things. (HSCA 3) 

Ray has described Raoul as a red-haired Latin of medium build. 6 


8 Ray says that lie never told Raoul that “Galt” was only an alias or that he 
was an escaped con, nor did he ever give Raoul a photo for the promised travel 
documents. (HSCA 3) 

6 Huie claims that Ray first told Hanes that Raoul was a “blonde Latin about 
35 * * *” (Look, 11/12/68, p. 104), but then Ray changed this to say he was 
actually a “red-haired French Canadian’’ ( Dreamer , p. 37). Ray has denied that 
he ever made the statement that Raoul was blonde. 

Question . Well, what color hair did you write (to Huie) ? 

Answer. Oh, it had a slight red tint to it. I told him that it looked like 
it might been dyed. And, on the, it was dark. 

Question. And he mistook that, you letters, for blonde? 

Answer. I don’t know how he did it, but he did it. (HSCA 7) 

Ray's most frequent description of Raoul is the one quoted in the Staff Report. 
There have been occasional discrepancies. 

(1) In his 1969 Supplemental Deposition, Ray says Raoul’s complexion was 
lighter than his own, instead of ruddy and dark. (S.D., p. 14). Testimony of 
James Earl Ray in Supplemental Deposition on November 22, 1969, in Ray v. 
Foreman. 

(2) In HSCA 3, Raoul’s complexion is ruddy and dark. (HSCA 3) 

(3) In the Playboy interview, Raoul had “sandy-colored” hair instead of dark 
red or auburn hair. 

Finally, Ray has said that Raoul resembled, though evidently was not identical 
with, the first bum behind the policeman in the famous Dealey Plaza “hobo” 
photograph taken right after the assassination of President Kennedy. 

Question. And which particular person in those photo or photos looks 
like Raoul or has resemblance to him ? 

Answer. Well, the first one behind the policeman. 

(Continued) 
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Question. How would you describe him ? 

Answer. Five foot ten, 150, similar to the picture I dis- 
cussed a while ago. (Dealy Plaza “hobo” photo taken after 
the assassination of President Kennedy in Dallas.) 

Question. Five ten, 150 pounds, what kind of hair ? 

Answer. Darkish red, real dark. 

Question. What quality of hair ? Fine ? Coarse ? 

Answer. Well, slightly wavy. 

Question. What color complexion did he have ? 

Answer. Ruddy, dark. 

Question. Do you remember the color of his eyes ? 

Answer. Brown, I assumed. I know 

Question. And there’s no distinguishing characteristics 
about him ? 

Answer. I don’t notice any. 

Answer. He was in a business suit, no necktie, just the 
shirt * * * 


(Continued) 

Question. Is that definitely not Raoul, but somebody who has resem- 
blance to him, is that what you are saying? 

Answer. Very similar, but, as I mentioned before, I don’t, I don’t — 

I’m not going to make any visual identification of anyone, but that per- 
son is the most similar to any picture I have ever seen of him. 

Question . Let me ask you this. Taking into consideration the vague- 
ness of any photograph, and small size, and all that, could that be Raonl ? 

Answer. * * * Well, I’m not going to say anyone could be or couldn’t 
be, I’m just saying it’s a striking similarity. The only thing 

Question. Striking similarity? 

Answer. The only thing I ever seen, anything that’s different, was in 
profiles, this fellow seems a little fuller in the face than profiles. 

Question. What are the similarities? Can you go into that? 

Answer. Well, the size and the type of hair, features. 

Question. Now, what are the dissimilarities between this person (the 
Dealey Plaza photo) from Raoul? 

Answer. Well, the one seems more coarser, or maybe slightly heavier — 
that the, that’s the only 

Question. Coarse in the face, you mean? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Ip what way? 

Answer. Well, his features are not as sharp, I don’t think the front 
one looks £harp, but that one don’t look — it’s been quite a while, and I 
can’t — that’s just my recollection. (IISCA 3) 

In interviews with the staff, Ray refuses to identify Raoul, even if he were 
capable of making such an identification. 

Question. * * * If someone came over with a picture of Raoul, or 
somehow or other Raoul was within eye shot, and we asked you whether 
or not this was Raoul, would you — and you truly believed that that was 
Raoul— -would you so state? 

Answer. No. No, I don’t believe I’d make any visual identification and 
so forth. (HSCA 3) 

Ray specifically denies that this refusal would be based upon fear of reprisals by 
other co-conspirators. 

Question. Or is it fear of what will happen to you? 

Answer. No, it’s not the fear part, it’s just the — I’m just opposed to it 
in instinctive grounds, or something, on making these identifications of 
people. I don’t think this is all that important. I think we can get around 
this. (HSCA 3) 
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Question What makes you think this guy is Latin ? 

Answer. Latin. Well, I have had a lot of association with 
Spanish-speaking people. I can tell their accent, so I assumed 
he was Spanish-speaking. 

Question . So it was a kind of Spanish accent. 

Answer. That’s correct. Not too much. (HSCA 3) 

In the midst of these meetings with Raoul, Ray decided to go for a 
week to Grey Rocks, a Canadian mountain resort. Although he was 
interested in the proposition which Raoul was outlining for him, he 
still hoped to get a passport without involving himself in any criminal 
activities. At the resort, he thought, he might find someone who would 
be willing to swear as his guarantor. The first 5 or 6 days of his vaca- 
tion were uneventful, but on the evening of the last day he met a woman 
who he later learned worked for the Canadian Government. They 
stayed together that night and then, after traveling separately to 
Montreal, spent another night together in Ray’s room at the Har-K 
(this time with the woman’s girlfriend). Ray has told the committee 
that he was interested in the woman as a possible guarantor, but that 
he didn’t say anything to her at the time. Instead he resumed the meet- 
ings with Raoul. (20,000 No. 13 ; HSCA 3) 7 

During this second set of meetings, Ray made a tentative agreement 
with Raoul to help him smuggle some unspecified contraband across 
the border in exchange for the false travel papers and some money. 
Ray says that eventually Raoul offered him a total payoff of ten to 
twelve thousand dollars (20,000 No. 12), but Ray only expected a few 
hundred for the operation at Detroit/ Windsor. 

Question. What was the agreement, that if you deliver this 
stuff across the border, what would he do for you % 

Answer. I’d get a small amount of funds plus travel 
documents. 

Question. What did you mean by small amount, say, could 
you give us a dollar amount ? 

Answer. No, I couldn’t give you a dollar amount. I, I guess, 
how you, how you interpret funds. I consider a small amount 
two or three hundred or maybe five hundred dollars. (HSCA 

3) 

Evidently the rest of the money would come later, in the second part 
of the deal. Ray was to move to Alabama, where Raoul would buy him 
a new car and pay his living expenses. In return, Ray would help 
Raoul in a second smuggling operation, this time across the Mexican 
border. 


T Summarizing the sequence of events outlined in the Staff Report, Ray took 
the room at the Har-K, robbed the brothel, bought some clothes, met Raoul, and 
then went to Grey Rocks. In the “20,000 Words,” he offered a different sequence : 
He took the room, robbed the brothel, went to Grey Rocks, returned and bought 
the clothes, and then met Raoul. Picking up the account up at the end of the 
robbery * * * 

* * * I got approximately $1,700 out of a cabinet. I then told the girl 
to get under the bed and left. After a couple days I went to Grey Rocks 
for a week. When I got back I bought some clothing and started hanging 
around the waterfront * * * (20,000 No. 13) 
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Question . Now, the conversation you got into with Raoul 
was that you were going to do something for him ? 

Answer. Yes, that’s right. 

Question . What was that conversation, what did he say? 

Answer. Well, take something across the border, some 
packages, in the car, I had, in the automobile. 

Question . And what did he say was going to be in the 
packages ? 

Answer. He didn’t comment. 

Question. And what were you going to get in exchange for 
doing that ? 

Answer. Well, I thought, it was a small amount of money 
plus a passport. 

Question . And where were you to meet him after you went 
across the border ? 

Answer. The first time, well, I didn’t get all the details 
until I actually got in Windsor. You want to go chronolog- 
ically, after I left Canada, then I went to, we decided on a date 
to meet in Windsor, Canada, the date, where to meet and all 
that stuff. We went through that. 

Question. What I was getting at is, if you were going to 
take something across the border for him, what does Mobile 
have to do with it, if he was going to meet you on the Cana- 
dian, the American side of the border ? 

Answer. Well, his original proposition was that after we 
took the stuff across the border, well, we’d, I got the general 
impressions that we might go somewhere else and do^ some- 
thing similar to that in Mexico, and I would go to Mobile and 
stay down there and I assumed he went to New Orleans * * * 
(HSCA 3) 

Several days before he was scheduled to be in Windsor for the 
border operation. Rav decided to try his female friend in Ottawa 
once more. He left Montreal, drove to Ottawa, and visited with her 
for a day or so. but he finally decided that he could not risk asking 
her to serve as his guarantor and would have to deal with Raoul 
instead. 

Question. What kind of work did your friend do ? 

Answer. Well, I found out when we got to Ottawa that she 
was employed by the Canadian Government. 

Question . In what capacity ? 

Answer. I don’t know just what capacity. That’s another 
thing I 

Question. And did you state what you wanted her to do as 
far as aiding- you ? 

Answer. Well, I had two choices, I mean to try to get her 
to aid me or go to Detroit and I thought that being she worked 
for the government, it might not be a good idea to ask her to 
sign a fraudulent document. 

Question. Did you tell her anything about your status that 
you were from the States or what happened to you there in 
anyway ? 
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Answer. I never told her I was involved with any, any- 
thing criminal. I think I told her I was in the real estate busi- 
ness or something, but I can’t remember all the details of just 
what I told her. (HSCA3) 

At Windsor, Ray met Raoul and smuggled two sets of packages 
across the border. 

I was due to meet Raoul at 3 p.m. in the railroad station. 
After I arrived at the station, I waited about 30 minutes and 
he came in with an attache case and said let’s go. On the way 
to the tunnel he took three packages out and put them behind 
the back part of the seat where you rest your back. I let him 
off after this and he said he would meet me on the other side 
(I think it was where they exchange money) but told me to 
give him about 5 minutes to get a cab to cross. I went through 
the custom alright and he met me on the other side. He then 
directed me to a side street where he removed the packages. 

He then directed me to what I am fairly sure is the bus sta- 
tion. He went in there while I drove around the block. I 
picked him up. Then he said we had to go back again. He 
didn’t have the case. He told me where to meet him, train sta- 
tion, and he again got a cab while I waited about 10 minutes. 
(20,000 No. 12) 

Ray speculates that on this first trip he may have been carrying only 
a bag of flour. 

Question. How did he know when he gave you the narcotics 
the first time that you wouldn’t just take off with them and 
not, not give them to him on the American side ? 

Answer. Well, I assumed that, I discussed that with inves- 
tigators and they, I assumed that the first time was a dry run 
so to speak, it wasn’t nothing, it might have been flour or any- 
thing. Just an assumption. I’m trying to put myself in some- 
one else’s place. I never, I wouldn’t trust a criminal accom- 
plice if I wasn’t familiar with him. (HSCA 3) 

On the second trip across, Ray passed over the bridge and was stopped 
for a customs inspection, at which he was forced to declare his tele- 
vision set. 

I declared the TV set. I had to pull in a lane. A customs officer 
came out and not only looked at the TV set but searched the 
car. He pulled on the back seat but since you had to raise it up 
plus the fact I had clothing hung on the back seat, he didn’t 
get the seat out. This procedure took about 30 minutes and cost 
aoout $4.50. Raoul was a little nervous and wanted to know 
where I had been. I showed him a receipt I got from the 
customs officer for paying the import tax on the TV. We 
then went through the same procedure except when I picked 
him up the second time we went to a side street and parked. 
(20,000 No. 12) 
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On the side street, Raoul told him that he didn’t have the passport, but 
he did give him about $1,500, 8 much more than Ray had expected, and 
a New Orleans telephone number which Ray could use to contact him. 
(HSCA 3) 

He then told me that if I would go along with him he would 
not only get me traveling documents but also ten or twelve 
thousand dollars. He then told me what he wanted me to do. 

No. 1, get rid of the car I had (It was old) . 

No. 2, go to Mobile, Ala., where we would meet at a place of 
his choice. 

I then asked him what I was expected to do and I got the 
impression that he wanted me to take weapons into Mexico or 
help in some way. He assured me it would be relatively safe. 

I then agreed to go along with what he asked except I told 
him I would rather go to Birmingham instead of Mobile. Be- 
cause, one, I have an allergy, the dampness of the gulf coast 
bothers me. Two, Birmingham is larger, hence easier to get 
lost in. 

He then told me he would go to Birmingham to set up a 
meeting place, and that he would write me a general delivery 
letter to Birmingham telling me where and when to meet 
him, and that he would finance a car plus living expenses. I 
then took him back to the station and left for Chicago. 
(20,000 No. 12) 

When they parted, Ray drove to Chicago, gave his car to his brother 
Jerry, (who was broke) (HSCA 3), and then he caught a train to 
Birmingham. (20,000 No. 12) 


9 Ray has told 2 different stories about the amount of money Raoul gave him in 
Detroit. In the “20,000 Words,” he said he received $750. 

* * * when I picked him up the second time, we went to a side street and 
parked. He gave me $750 but told me he couldn’t as yet get any travel 
documents. (20,000 No. 12). 

This became $1,700 or $1,800 in the interview with Dan Rather. 

Answer. * * * And, I was given a certain amount of money. I think — 
it wasn’t a large amount. It was seventeen or eighteen hundred doUars. 
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V.— BIRMINGHAM I 
(August 25 to October 5, 1967) 

Ray came into Birmingham on the train, stayed a night at a hotel 
near the station using the alias John L. Rayns, and then registered 
the next day at Peter Cherpes’ rooming house, where he remained 
until his departure for Mexico. (HSCA 3) Shortly after his arrival, 
he went to the post office and picked up a general delivery letter from 
Raoul which instructed him to come to the Starlight Lounge that 
night. 

Question . What day did he say to meet ? 

Answer. I think it was the day I got the letter. I think it 
was, I’m not positive, but I believe it was that night. 

Question . What day, what day was that? 

Answer. That’s why I’m not positive, though, I think it 
was on a Monday, but I’m not sure, but I have a recollection 
of being there during the weekend when I first, when I first 
got to Cherpes’ I think I rented the room off of him during the 
weekend. * * * (HSCA 3) 

At the meeting, Raoul told Ray he wanted him to find and purchase a 
suitable car. (HSCA 3) Ray was willing, and after a couple of days 
of searching, he saw an ad in the paper for William Paisley’s white 
Mustang. He went out to Paisley’s that evening, had Paisley take 
him for a ride (he didn’t have an Alabama license, so he couldn’t 
drive himself), and told him he was interested in buying it. (HSCA 
3) The next morning, he received $2,000 in cash from Raoul, paid 
Paisley $1,995, and drove his new Mustang to Cherpes. 

When we met the next morning he gave me the money. I asked 
him to go with me to get the car, telling him he could drive it 
to Cherpes place as my Illinois license had expired. He said 
no, to have the seller diive it home, but I picked up the car in 
a parking lot by the bank and made it all right to the place 
I was staying. The people who sold it to me were both working 
so couldn’t drive it. And I don’t think I asked them. (20,000 
No. 21) 

At the rooming house, he and Raoul discussed the trip to Mexico, and 
Raoul requested that Ray buy him some photographic equipment. 

I don’t want to go into this too much, as I don’t know too 
much about the equipment I was buying. I do know it was a 
new type of camera or movie and had something to do with 
distant movie taking and infrared. (20,000 No. 16) 

( 23 ) 



185 


Before Raoul left, he gave Ray a new number in Baton Rouge which 
Ray could call for instructions (although this number did not replace 
the New Orleans number) . 

Question . What was that conversation ? 

Answer. Well, generally it was he wanted some type of 
photographic equipment and he gave me a list of what that 
was. I don’t recall what it was, but, he gave me another phone 
number, I think it was a backup phone number which I just 
run down to him. 

Question. This was a number where ? For where ? 

Answer. In Baton Rouge. (HSCA 3) 

Raoul also gave him $1,000 for the photo equipment and his living ex- 
penses, and Ray gave him one of the two sets of keys to the Mustang. 
(20,000 No. 16; HSCA 3) 

Sometime after Raoul left Birmingham, Ray mail-ordered the 
photographic equipment. He believed that Raoul wanted him to carry 
the equipment across the border ; he is unable to explain why Raoul 
could not have purchased the equipment himself and then given it to 
Ray just before they reached Mexico. 

Question. What did he say was the reason for the camera 
equipment ? 

Answer. He said he wanted to take it to Mexico. 

Question. For what purpose? 

Answer. I assumed he wanted to sell it. 

Question. Was there any reason he did not buy it and that 
he wanted you to buy it ? 

Answer. Well, I just assumed I could get it across the border 
easier than he could. I know we, I think he had one problem 
crossing the border, and I assumed it is usually easier for, this 
is on hindsight, it’s usually easier for a North American to 
cross the 'border than it would be a Spanish type person. 

* * * 

Question. Well, did you ever ask him, why are you giving 
me this $500, why are you making me buy all this film equip- 
ment, I don’t know anything about films, you buy whatever 
you are interested in, I’ll meet you wherever we are going to 
meet, and I’ll take it across the border. Did you ever have any 
conversation with him like that ? 

Answer. No, I never did question him about it. I didn’t want 
to turn the $500 down anyway. 

Question. But you were intending to buy the film 
equipment ? 

Answer. Yes I, so later on 

Question. So it was just really a burden for you, you weren’t 
intending to take off with it ? 

Answer. It ended up a lot of trouble, yes, I agree with that. 
(HSCA 3) 

Nevertheless, Ray ordered the equipment from a Chicago firm (whose 
name was perhaps given to him by Raoul). When the equipment was 
sent, he discovered that the firm had included the wrong camera be- 
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cause they had no stock for the one Raoul had requested. Ray remem- 
bers returning this substitute camera, and he thinks that he eventually 
did locate the correct one, but he is not sure where— perhaps at a local 
Birmingham store. 

Question. Did you go to various camera stores in Birming- 
ham 'before you contacted the firm in Chicago ? 

Answer. I don’t know if I did or not. I think — I’m inclined 
to think I didn’t because, because I think, I later on, I got the 
type that I was supposed to get in the first place. I think I got 
it in Birmingham, but I’m not positive, I’m vague about this 
camera business because I wasn’t too interested in it. The only 
thing I am really clear is one item that, that was sent me was 
wrong, the wrong part, and I reordered it. (HSCA 3) 

As the new owner of the Mustang, Ray realized that he would need 
an Alabama driver’s license and a set of Alabama tags, so he applied 
for and received both under the name “Eric Starvo Galt” (20,000 No. 
21) . He had rented a safe deposit box at a local bank, and he kept the 
old Rayns driver’s license there, along with some of the cash Raoul 
had given him in Detroit and Birmingham, and a pistol he had re- 
cently acquired (HSCA 2 and HSCA 3) . He had purchased the pistol 
through the classified ads from a local resident. 

Question. When did you purchase this pistol ? 

Answer. Well, it was probably 2 or 3 weeks after I arrived 
in Birmingham. 

Question. And how did you obtain the pistol ? 

Answer. Well, there was a, I got it through a want ad in 
the newspaper. * * * 

Question. And who did you buy it from ? 

Answer. I don’t know, some individual in a residential 
section of town. 

Question. And that’s a legitimate purchase in Alabama, is 
that right? 

Answer. I guess it’s not illegitimate, so 

Question. What kind of pistol did you purchase ? 

Answer. .38. (HSCA 3) 

Another purchase which Ray made in Birmingham was a Polaroid 
camera, which he bought for himself. He says that he had developed 
a personal interest in photography while handling Raoul’s order. 
(HSCA 3) 

Ray has stated that he frequented two lounges while in Birming- 
ham, the Starlight and a nightclub connected with someone named 
Magoulas. He remembers very little of any interest about either of 
these two night spots: The Starlight was run by an Italian, and 
Magoulas’s was probably run by a Greek, since the name sounds 
Greek.* 


1 In HSCA 3, Ray seems to use the Magoulas name unintentionally. He is dis- 
cussing the story, which he told his landlord Cherpes, that he had worked in a 
shipbuilding yard. 

Question. Did you say what state the shipbuilding yard was in? 
Answer. No, Tm not just certain what I told. The only thing that 
clearly — clear recollection that I have, that I told Magoulas, is that I had 

(Continued) 
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Question. You used the word back there, I didn’t under- 
stand. Magoulas, what’s that ? 

Answer. At Cherpes’, that’s all I’m talking about. Magou- 
las, he runs the tavern or something. 

Question. In Birmingham ? 

Answer* I think so. He’s — Greek name. 

Question. He runs the Starlight, the Starlight Tavern ? 

Answer. No, I believe an Italian runs that. 

Question. Where would that be in location to 

Answer. Right across from the post office. 

Question. Right across from the post office ? 

Answer. From Cherpes’ it would be quite a ways. It’s 
downtown. 

While in Birmingham, Ray was kept busy with other affairs which 
had no apparent connection with Raoul. He took a series of dance 


(Continued) 

some relatives across the mountains. I can’t think of the town now * - * * 

Question. You used the word back there, I didn’t understand — 
Magoulas, what’s that? 

Answer. At Cherpes, that’s all I’m talking about. Magoulas, he runs 
the tavern or something. 

Question . In Birmingham? 

Answer. I think so. He’s — Greek name. 

Question. He runs the Starlight, the StarUght Tavern? 

Answer. No. I believe an Italian runs that. 

Question. Where would that be in location to — - 

Answer. Right across from the post office. 

Question. Right across from the post office ? 

Answer. From Cherpes it would be quite a ways. It’s downtown. 

Question. Quite a ways. We are talking about the main post office? 

Answer. That’s correct. (HSCA 3) 

Later in the interview, he returns to Magoulas. 

Question. You mentioned this other tavern, Magoulas. 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Did you go in there often, too? 

Answer. I used to go up there at night sometimes. I think that’s the 
place by the train station. 

Question. Were there any other taverns that you went into, that you 
remember? 

Answer. Well, the Starlight and the one across the street from it (a 
restaurant that he describes earlier), and Magoulas, and — I can’t think 
of any. 

Question, The name of this place was Magoulas? Or was Magoulas 
the owner or the manager? 

Answer. I think Magoulas was the owner. I don’t know the name 
of — it was — it is sort of like — it is more of a nightclub than a tavern. 

It set right next to a motel, close to a train station. (HSCA 3) 

In HSCA 5, however, Ray seems much more cautious about Magoulas and is much 
less willing to commit himself to any description of the place or owner. 

Question. Did you see Magoulas before you left Birmingham, did you 
go by his place? 

Answer. I don’t remember Ma — , the only place I recall in Alabama 
is the Starlight, that name, now there are various — Magoulas and those 
other places I’ve been in them, but I don’t, I don’t recall — I don’t recall 
the names. 

Question. Were you ever in Magoulas’ with Raoul? 

Answer. Well, I may have, but I don’t recall, I just don’t recall what’s 
Magoulas’ and what isn’t. (HSCA 5) 
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lessons (20,000 No. 21), he paid several visits to local doctors for var- 
ious ailments (Petition for Habeas Corpus filed by James Earl Ray, 
p. 804 ; HSCA 3), and he initiated some correspondence with some 
Canadian lonely hearts whose addresses he had obtained in Montreal 
(20,000 No. 21). 

Sometime in late September or early October, Ray received a message 
from Raoul asking him to call New Orleans. 2 Ray says he called several 
times 3 and learned that he was to drive to Baton Rouge, make another 
phone call, and receive final instructions for the rendezvous in Mexico. 

Question . And when you left Birmingham did you have a 
definite destination ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question . What was that destination ? 

Answer. Well, the destination was Mexico, but I was sup- 
pose to call to make some kind of call to Baton Rouge or 
Louisiana. But what happened, the camera equipment had 
held me up two or three times. I know I made a couple of calls 
on it * * * 

Answer. * * * I made contact with him several times at 
that time, the fact is, in late, in late September I know I made 
several calls, but most of that was on account of this, on ac- 
count of the camera equipment being late or something. 
(HSCA 3) 

On or about October 6, Ray left Birmingham. 4 Apparently some- 
thing about the whole set-up for the Mexican deal had begun to make 


a It is unclear how Kay received this message. In the “20,000 Words,” he say it 
was a letter. 

♦ * * Sometime, I would guess about the 5th or 6th of October, Raoul 
wrote me and asked me to come to Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. (20,000 
No. 21) 

In HSCA 3, however, Ray says that he only received two letters from Raoul dur- 
ing the entire fugitive period — one when he first arrived in Birmingham and one 
in Los Angeles, when Raoul told Ray to move east to Atlanta. 

Question., When Raoul wrote to you — did you receive other letters from 
Raoul as the months passed, or was this the only one (i.e. the letter 
shortly after Ray arrived in Birmingham, before the car purchase) ? 

Answer. I think the only one, the only other one I received, was in, 
was in Los Angeles, and that was a change of address letter. (HSCA 3) 

* These were evidently the first times that Ray ever called his contact in New 
Orleans at the number Raoul had given him in Detroit. Ray says that he never 
actually spoke to Raoul on the phone — instead, he spoke to a man who usually 
knew where Raoul was and who would sometimes relay instructions. Ray never 
met the man on the phone and doesn’t think he could identify his voice now. Ray 
suggests that this contact kept tabs on persons other than Raoul. 

Answer. * * * Well, I was always under the impression, I always used 
those various phone numbers, maybe five or six times, and I never had 
any trouble contacting anyone. They seemed to know where various other 
parties were at. This one party called Raoul, I never had any trouble, 
they never seemed to have any trouble locating him * * * (HSCA 2) 

In spite of his confidence that his contact would know of Raoul’s whereabouts, he 
says it was not his impression that the New Orleans people controlled Raoul. 
(HSCA 2) 

4 Ray’s story of his drive to Mexico keeps getting more elaborate in details. 

(1) In the “20,000 Words,” Ray says only that he stopped in Louisiana and 
dropped off the safe-deposit box key. (No. 16) 

(Continued) 
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him nervous, because as he left town he decided to make a detour to 
Dallas to consult an old acquaintance from Leavenworth who had him- 
self been involved in the Mexican drug trade and could advise him on 
how to handle the present situation. 5 

Question. Who were you going to see there ? 

Answer. Well, that’s some fellow I knew in Leavenworth 
Penitentiary ana 

Question, . Was that for a criminal enterprise ? 

Answer. Yes, he was a narcotic smuggler in Mexico. I was 
going to ask him about, you know, what the situation was in- 
volved in that type of transaction. Consequently, I cut back 
up toward north Texas and after I got quite a ways up there 
I decided that that might not be a good idea because he may be 
under surveillance himself. So, I went on to, I went on, went 
on to Mexico. (PISCA 3) 

When Kay finally arrived in Baton Kouge, he checked into a local 
motel and called the number there that he had been given by Kaoul 
after the Mustang purchase. 

Answer. Well, it was my impression that I was going to 
pick him up in New Orleans and go on to Mexico, but I think 
what happened was, I was late, something, getting there and 
possibly he went on ahead. I know that happened two or three 
other times, I’d be a day or so late getting to a certain location. 

Question. When you got into Baton Kouge, did you call him 
in New Orleans then? 

Answer. Yes. I did, but after I called the Baton Kouge 
number. 

Question. And did you speak to him on the phone ? 

Answer. Not him, no, someone else. 

Question. Who is this person you spoke to ? 

Answer. I have no idea. 

Question. How did he — How did the conversation go be- 
tween you and this other person 

Answer, Well, I just identified myself and asked him if he 
wanted me to stop by New Orleans and pick up any party in 
a certain area. He said, no, that this Kaoul had done went to 
Mexico and, and, give me an address and gave me a name of a 
motel in Nuevo Laredo. (HSCA 3 and HSCA 6) 

(Continued) 

(2) In HSCA 3 he adds two details: The intended side-trip to Dallas to visit 
an old friend, and the stop in Baton Rouge to call the number Raoul had given 
him in Birmingham. 

(3) In HSCA 6, Ray mentions that he registered at a motel on the outskirts 
of Baton Rouge before calling the number. Since he doesn’t say that he stayed 
overnight in the motel, it is unclear why he checked-in. 

(4) In HSCA 2, Ray mentions that he bought some ammunition somewhere in 
Louisiana. Since this remark occurs in the context of his desire to take the pistol 
into Mexico, perhaps he bought the ammo on the way to Nuevo Laredo. (HSCA 2) 

8 Ray apparently believed in this account that the Mexican operation was going 
to involve narcotics. In HSCA 3, however, he describes his expectation 
differently 

Answer. * * * I was on my way then to Mexico, anyway, with this — - 
what I thought was a gun deal. * * * (HSCA 3) 
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It is not clear whether Ray stayed overnight in this motel before con- 
tinuing on to Nuevo Laredo. Sometime during this stay in Baton 
Rouge, however, he dropped into the mail the key to his Birmingham 
safe-deposit box. He explains that he returned the key because he had 
made his final decision to go on to Mexico. 

Question. Did you leave any back in Birmingham in that 
bank vault? 

Answer. No. I took everything out of the vault. 

Question. Did you close out the vault ? 

Answer. Well, when I got to Baton Rouge and made a 
number of calls and decided I would go into Mexico, and then 
I mailed the key back from Baton Rouge, back to the bank 
and told them I was closing. (HSCA 3) 
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VI.— MEXICO 

(October 7 to November 19, 1967) 

Ray arrived in Nnevo Laredo, Mexico, just across the border from 
Laredo, on about October 7 and checked into a prearranged motel 
which he thinks may have been owned by some characters with criminal 
contacts with Raoul. 

Question. Had he (i.e. Raoul) ever stayed in the same place 
as you before? 

Answer. I can’t think of any place unless it would have 
been the motel in Mexico. 

Question. Did he stay overnight there ? 

Answer. I don’t know if he did or not. 

Question. You are talking about in Nuevo Laredo ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Can you recollect, think back whether or not he 
stayed overnight in that motel ? 

Answer. No, I can’t, it was a, he had a car there, someone 
else did, but I can’t — I can’t — I assumed that’s another one 
of those motels like the New Rebel where the owner is some- 
what under suspicion or something. (HSCA 5) 

Raoul arrived after an hour or so. Together they crossed back into the 
United States, picked up a spare tire from a second automobile parked 
somewhere near the border, and then crossed once again into Mexico. 1 

I think I had been in the motel about 2 hours when Raoul 
came to the room. He told me what he wanted, which was for 
me to follow him across the border. He took a cab and got out 
after we passed through U.S. Customs, and got in with me. He 
then directed me to a car in front of a frame house. After get- 
ting the keys from the driver he opened the trunk and trans- 
ferred a tire on a wheel to my car. I had to put some things in 
the back seat, as the trunk was full. On the trip back, he rode 
with me. When we got to Mexican customs he got out and 
waited beside the building. After getting the visa the customs 
men searchced the car or started to search it. I gave them $3.00 
as Raoul had suggested and they stopped the search and put a 
mark on everything. I didn’t go through customs the first 
time, as I was not sure I was going into the interior of Mexico. 

A visa is not required for crossing the border. We drove to the 
motel where I had checked in and transferred the tire and 
whatever he had in it to the car we had got it out of. We talked 
a short while and he told me what he wanted me to do, which 

iRay thinks that the tire may have 'contained either rare coins or jewelry, but 
he is not sure. ( Interview with Dan Rather. ) . 
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was to haul the tire and its contents through the customs check 
in the interior. I guess that would be about 50 klms. from the 
border (he also told me to keep the photographic equip- 
ment for the time being) . (20,000 No. 2) 

Ray spent the night at the motel (he is not sure where Raoul was) and 
then the next morning followed Raoul and a second, unidentified man, 
both of whom were driving in the second car, to an interior customs 
check point. 

They checked his car and mine. After we had got out of sight 
we again transferred the tire to his car. He gave me $2,000, 
but I don’t think it was wrapped like you get them from a 
bank (Mr. Hanes asked me about this). All I can remember 
is that I am sure they were in $20 bills. He also said he 
couldn’t get the travel documents yet, but he could be sure 
and get them the next time, plus have enough money for me 
to go into business in a new country. He mentioned 10 or 12 
thousand dollars. He also said it would involve taking guns 
and accessories into Mexico. I then told him that I would go 
to Los Angeles when I left Mexico. He said that was all right, 
that he would contact me through General Delivery. (The 
main reason I wanted to go out there was to see if I could get 
a job on an ocean going ship.) (20,000 No. 2) 

In his interviews with the Committee, Ray has said that, in addition 
to the money, Raoul gave him a second New Orleans number to replace 
the first. (H&CA 3) Ray suggested that Raoul might want to take the 
photographic equipment now that they were safely across the border 
but for some reason Raoul refused and asked Ray to keep it. (HSCA 
3) Having reached an understanding on all these matters, the two men 
parted, Ray for Acapulco and Raoul for points unknown. 

Ray has little information to offer about this other man with Raoul : 
he was a Mexican with Indian-like features, and he was the only per- 
son Ray ever saw in Raoul’s company. (20,000 No. 2 ; HSCA 4, and 
HSCA 6) 

From the interior customs station Ray drove on to Acapulco, 
where he vacationed for a few days. Tiring quickly of the tourist 
atmosphere, however, he decided to try Puerto Vallarta. On the way 
there, he stopped in Guadalajara for a few days and had some dental 
work done. (20,000 No. 2) 

Ray stayed at two different hotels in Puerto Vallarta, the Hotels 
Rio and Tropicana (20,000 No. 2) , and his activities seem to have cen- 
tered around these and similar establishments. His acquaintances in- 
cluded a prostitute named Irma who worked at one of the local clubs 
(HSCA 7) and her unidentified boyfriend, who tried to trade Ray 
some land around town for his Mustang (20,000 No. 2). Ray has 
referred to some unidentified female friends (HSCA 3), so evidently 
he knew other prostitutes besides Irma. Late one night at one of the 
hotels, he was visited by a man from Alabama who had seen his auto 
tags and wanted to talk to someone from home. Ray says that he had 
never seen the man before and implies that he didn’t associate with 
him again after this evening (20,000 No. 2). Ray states that he was 
not involved in marijuana trafficking in Puerto Vallarta. 
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Question. * * * somebody somewhere wrote that when 
you left Puerto Vallarta you had like a, pounds of marijuana 
and things like that. Were you moving that in Mexico at all ? 

Answer . No, I believe that’s the one that, Gerold Frank’s, 
his vicious allegation against me. I have some recollection — 
These book writers, they get on your nerves sometimes, feed- 
ing false information * * * (HSCA 3) 

He has acknowledged, however, that he discussed marijuana with 
some unidentified hippies in town (20,000 No. 15), and that he was 
acquainted with one Luis Garcia, a local bartender who may have been 
involved in the trade. 

It was in Mexico that the marijuana charge against me also 
came out. I think that one reason for this charge was that on 
the way to the beach I picked up a hippie who was hitch- 
hiking. He probably remembered my car from newspaper re- 
ports. Anyway, several of them was living on the beach, and 
I was talking to one of the girls about the effect the drug had 
on you, and I think out of this conversation and by them 
knowing me on sight, they might have informed on me to 
the FBI. Also I would think that the hippies would be sym- 
pathetic to people like King, and if they thought I was in- 
volved they would inform. * * * 

There is another bartender who works at one of the hotels 
who might give you some information on my somewhat il- 
legal activities, but I think you should talk to him first, then 
I will verify what he says. He was a fat guy and I don’t 
remember the hotel he worked at * * * (20,000 No. 15) 2 

Ray has stated that some of his time in Puerto Yallarta was spent 
taking pictures of Irma, her boyfriend, and perhaps himself (e.g. 
HSCA 3 and HSCA 7). These pictures were taken with Ray’s own 
Polaroid camera, not with any of Raoul’s equipment. 3 


* This statement by Ray in the “20,000 Words'’ implies that he was involved 
in some sort of Ulegal activity. He has denied this. 

Question . * * * Were you smuggling anything in particular? Were you 
smuggling anything from Mexico into, into California? 

Answer. Uh, no, not particularly. I was thinking about it one time. 
(HSCA 7) 

• Ray has told contradictory stories about these pictures which he says he took 
in Puerto Vallarta. In the “20,000 Words,” Ray says that he took several Polaroid 
photographs, including one of himself. 

* * * Also, I had took a picture of myself in Mexico, the only one I ever 
had taken outside of prison. I saw it made me look younger. * * * 
(20,000 No. 7) 

In HSCA 3, however, he claims that he did not take any photos of himself. 

Question. Did you take pictures of yourself, or did you have others 
take pictures of you in Mexico ? 

Answer. No. (HSCA 3) 

Finally, in HSCA 7, Ray says both that he did and that he didn’t take several 
pictures of himself. 

Answer. * * * I don’t think I ever took a picture (of myself) except 
for the passport. 

Question. Didn’t you take pictures of yourself in Mexico? 

(Continued) 
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Although the stay in Mexico appears largely to have been a vaca- 
tion for Ray, he did make some contacts with Rhodesian immigration 
organizations in an effort to get to a safe, English- speaking country. 

Question. What did you do in Puerto Vallarta ? 

Answer. I tried to get out of the — I attempted to get out of 
the United States down there, through, I think this was where 
: r the Rhodesia questions come up. It was an ad in the U.S. News 
• and World Report wanting unmigrants to Rhodesia. They 

f give an address that you write to, some — and I wrote to them 
and I told them that I was, been, I was a United States citizen 
but I was — I lost it because I was, had been in a foreign army 
or something. I put some story on it and I’d like to immigrate 
to some English-speaking country. But I waited about 2 or 
3 weeks, and I never did get no answer, so I, I went on to 
Los Angeles. (HSCA 3) 

Ray’s vacation finally came to an end in the middle of November. He 
left Puerto Vallarta, drove to Tijuana, and checked into a motel, 
where he searched his car for anything which might make the customs 
agents suspicious or alert them to his fugitive status. In his search, he 
found a cigarette package or carton with a card slipped into it. (HSCA 
7) On the card were written or printed several things : a printed name 
which had been inked out, the name of a city (a “two-part name, like 
New O r l ean s”), and “LEA A” were on the front side; and “Randy 
Rosen— something” and “1180 Northwest River Drive, Miami, Fla.” 
were handwritten on the back side. (HSCA 7) Ray is uncertain where 
the card came from or what significance it had, but apparently he be- 
lieved it meant something since he Says that he only threw it away in 
Los Angeles after copying the handwritten information, and perhaps 
some of the printed information, onto a piece of paper (the numerical 
iriformation he says he copied backward) . In Toronto, after the assassi- 
nation, he threw this piece of paper away as well. 4 

k Question. And this is the card that you say you threw away 
where? 

(Continued) 

Answer. I think I took a couple. That’s why I was thinking of plastic 
surgery, or something. I was thinking about the passport and things. 

‘ Question. Did you wear glasses with them 

- Answer. No, 1 never did take 

r 1 Question. — when you took those pictures of yourself in Mexico? 

Answer. No, I never took pictures. 

. Question . How did you arrange to take pictures of yourself in Mexico? 

Answer. Uh, I never did — That was no big thing, I think I took a 
couple — they have, they have some type of delayed action thing that 
you put on a Polaroid camera and take a picture of yourself, and I took 
two or three of them, I think. I was trying to determine what features 
stood out in the passport, in the picture and things like that. (HSCA 7) 

4 In this seventh interview with the Committee, Ray says that he threw away 
the card in L.A. and then threw away the piece of paper on to which he had 
copied the information, in Toronto. In HSCA 5, however, he said that he threw 
away the card itself in Toronto. 

Question . What did you do with that (i.e. the card) ? 

Answer. I threw it away, I think, when I threw — when I threw the 
other identification away in Toronto. * * * (HSCA 5) 
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Answer. I’m not positive where I threw it away. I may have 
threw it away in Los Angeles or, I don’t think, I know I 
wouldn’t carry it to, I wouldn’t kept it with me. Because I 
know, I wrote, I recall writing the address down backwards 
on a piece of paper and retaining it. 

Question . When you say backwards, the name backwards 
or the number backwards, or both % 

Answer. Well, it would just been the, the, the address of 
the 

* * * 

Question . What happened to the piece of paper that you 
wrote, wrote on in Los Angeles ? Did you retain that ? 

Answer. I’m positive I threw all that, all that material 
away in Toronto when I got new identification. 

Question . And so, and you also threw away the card in 
Toronto ? 

Answer. No, I’m positive I threw that — I would have threw 
that away before that, probably in Mexico or maybe in Los 
Angeles. (HSCA 7) 
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YIL— LOS ANGELES 
(November 19, 1967, to March 18, 1968) 

Ray explains that he went to Los Angeles only to find a job on a ship, 
not to make a connection with Raoul. If he were unsuccessful, of 
course, he would still be able to work with Raoul until some oppor- 
tunity for emigration presented itself. 

Question. What was the reason you went to Los Angeles? 

Answer. Well, one of my main things, I mentioned to Raoul 
that I was going out there, if I didn’t do some other kind of a 
thing, my main thing, I was going to either go to Los Angeles 
or San Francisco to try to get a Merchant Seaman’s papers of 
Coast Guard, you got to go to the Coast Guard to get them. 

Question. Did you more or less give up on Raoul as far 
as 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Giving you any kind of passport ? 

Answer. Yes * * * 

Question . So that was the end of your relationship with 
Raoul as far as you were concerned, when he gave you that 
$2,000 (i.e. in Mexico) ? 

Answer. Yes. Unless I needed 

Question. I’m sorry. 

Answer. Unless I needed money or something, but as far as 
I was concerned I thought at that time I’d probably get out 
of the country one way or the other. The fact is, I was already 
out, but Mexico is not really considered out. (HSCA 3) 

Ray had two residences in California : one in an apartment on North 
Serrano Street, which he chose simply because it seemed to be in a 
suitable residential area, and where he lived from his arrival until the 
middle of January (HSCA 4) ; and another in the St. Francis Hotel, 
where he lived until he left to return east in March. He says there was 
no particular reason for his move to the St. Francis, although, he did 
have several acquaintances who worked or socialized at a bar in the 
hotel. (HSCA 4) 

In order to look for work more easily and efficiently, Ray had a phone 
installed in the North Serrano apartment. (HSCA 3) He made vari- 
ous contacts with possible employers, including a call to the “Big Bear 
Ski Lodge,” some visits to local Merchant Marine and Coast Guard 
offices, and some sort of contact with the IRS. 

During this time I made the following efforts to obtain em- 
ployment. One, attempt to get job (filled out form) with In- 
ternal Revenue. This consist of filling out peoples income tax 
forms. This was in the L.A. Times * * * (20,000 No. 7) 

Ray even placed some ads in the L.A. Times himself advertising that 
he was available as “culinary help”. (HSCA 3) It is not clear what 
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sorts of responses he got to these ads and inquiries, but he states that 
he didn’t take whatever offers he did receive because he didn’t have a 
“Galt” social security card and, for the ship jobs at least, he was afraid 
that his application for legitimate seaman’s papers would result in his 
exposure as a fugitive. 

Question . You said something about investigating false 
Merchant seaman’s papers, did you ever get any papers, Mer- 
chant Seaman’s papers at all ? 

Answer. Uh, no. I never did really get around to it. I, I 
Was doing so many other things, I was trying to get a job, and 
I was, had to go to New Orleans once and I did contact the 
Coast Guard a couple of times. I don’t know, I may have con- 
tacted them once on the phone I had there in Serrano Street, 
and I made, I made some other inquiries, and I think I did 
make a few more inquiries before I went to New Orleans, but 
the thing is, they always seemed to be some, something that 
you, some procedure you had to go through that could let, lead 
to your arrest. It’s not as, quite as easy in the United States as 
it is in Canada. See, Canada don’t require fingerprints or any- 
thing, and the United States, in order to get the Seaman’s 
papers, I found Qut you have to, they have to take one print. 

So, I was trying to scheme around and find out how I could 
get someone else’s prints on there rather than mine. But I 
never did carry it through that far. (HSCA 3) 

Ray has told the Committee that he enrolled in a bartending course^ 
thinking the course would make it easier to get a job in the foreign 
country to which he hoped to escape. (HSCA 3) 1 
In California, he made several efforts to contact groups which could 
assist him in emigrating. He did show some interest in obtaining mer- 
chant marine papers. He also received some information on the South 
African Regional Council through the John Birch Society and con- 
tacted some unidentified Rhodesian organizations. 

During this time I saw an article about the South African 
Regional Council. This Council was supposed to have info, 
about English-speaking countries in Africa, but it didn’t give 
the address. I then called several org. asking info, about this 
consul. One of them was the John Birch Society They said 
they had the address and would sent it to me, which they did 
along with a pamphlet. This pamphlet and the underground 
newspaper are the only publications which could be contro- 
versial. * * * (20,000 No. 7) 

1 Ray has acknowledged to the committee that he paid for a dance course. 
(HSCA 3) This course, plus the bartending course and the psychological and 
hypnotic counseling that he received, cost Ray approximately $800. His willing- 
ness to spend so much money on such non-essential activities raises questions. In 
his fourth interview with the committee, Ray mentions that, as a con, he knew 
phony passports were generally available for about a thousand dollars (HSCA 4). 
During his fugitive period, according to his own story, Ray frequently had more 
than $1,000. 
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Answer. * * * I’m not sure about the. Birch letter, how I got 
that, I think how I come about it would have been two ways 
I called up several organizations one time trying to find out 
about this immigrating to Rhodesia and I also went to the 
book store one time and I had some bumper stickers. * * * 
(HSCA 5) 

He says that for a time he was interested in getting to Columbia, 
South America, because he had heard that Columbia did not require 
a U.S. passport; nothing ever came of this interest. 

Ray says that he arrived in Los Angeles thinking that he might be 
under police surveillance because of his fugitive status and because of 
the operation in Nuevo Laredo with Raoul : 

Answer. * * * Well, that was about, at that time I was, 
imagine that I was getting a lot of heat on me on account of 
these border deals and the escape and all that. (HSCA 3) 

Consequently, he took several measures to insure his safety in the event 
that the police or FBI began to look for him. First, he deliberately 
closed his eyes in the bartending photograph so that it would be more 
difficult to identify him. (HSCA 3) Then he took 8 to 12 polaroid 
photos of himself which he considered to be uncharacteristic and 
distributed them to lonely hearts around the country. Since he did 
not want any of this lonely hearts correspondence returning to his L. A 
address, he rented a “mail drop from a private party in Alhambra, 
Calif., ‘Hedgepeth’ I think is the name.” (20,000 No. 61 Finally, he 
had plastic surgery to alter the appearance of his nose. (20,000 No. 2, 
17) Ray denies that these activities were in any way related to any 
knowledge of the approaching assassination. 

• * * * I certainly wouldn’t have circulated my picture around 
if I thought I was going to be the object of a worldwide man- 
hunt the next month, plastic surgery or not. (20,000 No. 6) 

Ray says that while at the Missouri State Prison he had developed 
an interest in hypnotism and various sorts of parapsychological 
therapy. (HSCA 3) in Los Angeles, partially because of this interest 
and partially out of sheer boredom, he went to see several psychologists 
and hypnotists. 

Question. What did you hope to get out of the hypnosis, 
say, even if this guy had worked out ? 

Answer. It, it was more or less just boredom and I was just 
interested, I had got interested in the penitentiary. I never 
thought it would — The only possible way it could help you is 
that you might be in solitary confinement and it would help 
you and lot of people practice hypnosis and Yoga and all that 
stuff when they are locked up, Yoga exercises, but that could 
be — Since i[ didn’t have any habits to speak of, that would be 
the only way it could assist me. 

Question . But at that time you weren’t expecting to go 
back, were you ? 

Answer. Well, I wasn’t expecting it, but I never had ruled 
it out. (HSCA 3) 
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He sought out an unidentified but, according to Ray, widely known 
hypnotist who recommended Dr. Mark Freeman (20,000 No. 16). Ray 
saw Freeman several times, and he gave him his real name because he 
figured that he would reveal himself under hypnosis anyway. Ray told 
F reeman he suffered from “compulsiveness” or amnesia. 

I went to him about three times, but he didn’t know nothing 
about hypnosis, so I stopped going to him. I also forget what 
I told him was bothering me, either compulsiveness or 
amnesia. I had also gave him my right name (Ray) since I 
thought he might get me under hypnosis and find out my 
right name (I had also given him my phone no. and this is 
one of the reasons I moved from the Serrano St. address as I 
thought I might be put on the top 10 and he would find out.) 
(20,000 No. 16) 

Ray eventually became dissatisfied with Dr. Freeman, so he canceled 
the therapy and went to a third “doctor,” Dr. Xavier Von Koss, a local 
hypnotist. (20,000 No. 16) 

Ray frequented several bars and nightclubs in Los Angeles, among 
them the Sultan Club at the St. Francis Hotel and the Rabbit’s Foot 
Lounge. Ray states that one evening at the Rabbit’s Foot he became 
unwillingly involved in a discussion about racism in Alabama which 
resulted in a fight. 

Answer. * * * you want me to go on now about how I lost 
the keys and all that stuff ? 

Question. Sure. 

Answer. This will just take a short time. I went in the 
tavern and I think I had the Mustang parked across the street 
and everybody was stirred up out there at that time over 
politics or something and somebody said something about my 
Alabama driver’s license, the tags on my car, and something 
about blacks in Alabama and I didn’t say much because I 
didn’t want to get in no kind of a brawl in a tavern and get 
arrested. So, I walked out the door and I started to leave and 
two people followed me out, one a short stocky guy and the 
other kind of tall. Both of them were white. One of them 
pulled my coat over my, down over, started hitting me and 
the one jerked my watch off and then, so I slipped out of the 
coat and it just so happened this time I had the .38 under the 
car seat and I, trying to get over and get some equalizer, but 
I had my keys in my coat pocket, the car keys, but everything 
else they didn’t get anything else. I even had my room keys 
in my front pocket, my pants pocket, the only thing they got 
was the car keys. So, there was a church across the street so, I 
went up around the church and circled back and they come up 
behind some houses on the same side of the street of the tavern 
was and I watched the car until it got daylight and I thought 
the police were going to come over there and investigate the 
car, so they didn’t come over, so I went back to the house and 
changed shirts and then went down to a locksmith on Holly- 
wood Boulevard and had him make me another set of keys 
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and then I went back and bought me another, bought me a 
watch, I think my father has the watch now, I bought a watch 
a couple of blocks down. 

Question. Did you lose your wallet in that incident ? 

Answer. No, I think the only thing I lost was a watch and 
a — See, because if I had lost my wallet I would have lost my 
car title and everything. 

Question. And your driver’s license ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. You don’t recall ever losing your driver’s license 
and contacting Alabama to get another driver’s license ? 

Aoiswer. No, I have, I may have, but I don’t have any recol- 
lection, I tried to think about that on account, but I thought 

if I’d lost them, I would have lost the title too, but 

(HSCA 3) 
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VIII.— THE TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS 
(December 15-21, 1967) 

Sometime in early December, Ray says, he was getting short on cash, 
so he called New Orleans and told the contact there to have Raoul 
write him. 

Question. When you got there (i.e. Los Angeles) , there, did 
you call New Orleans and inform them as to where you were 
staying ? 

Answer. I did later. I told him to write me general delivery 
if he wanted to contact me, and, I do, I went to the post office 
one time, but he never did contact me, and, sometime later on 
I finally contacted New Orleans. 

Question. What means did you use ? Phone ? 

Answer. Yes, telephone. 

* * * 

Question . What was the purpose of calling him when you 
called him from L.A. to New Orleans (i.e. the second time, 
when Raoul did not write him) ? 

Answer. Well, money and passports and things like— If I 
remember, I was primarily interested in money then, because 
I was kind of getting short of money. 

Question. Did you speak to him ? 

Answer. No, not him, no. 

Question. You spoke to someone on the phone ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. You told that person you were interested in 
money and passport? 

Answer. Well, I didn’t say that on the phone. I * * * 

Question. What did you say ?^ 

Answer. Well, I’m not sure, just, I was evasive on it. 

Question. What did the person say to you ? 

Answer. Well, there was some mention about coming down 
a certain date and 

Question. That Raoul would be there ? 

Answer. Yeh, I could make some kind of a meeting down 
there. (HSCA 3) 

Just about this same time, Ray met Marie Martin at the St. Francis 
Hotel, in the Sultan Club where she was a barmaid. Although they 
never became romantically involved, they did develop a casual friend- 
ship and Ray mentioned the New Orleans trip to her. She quickly 
responded that she had a cousin named Charles Stein who. might be 
interested in splitting the cost and the driving on the trip because of 
some nieces he had there whom he wished to bring back to L.A. 
(HSCA 4) Ray told her he was agreeable, and arrangements were 
made. 
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Answer. * * * I told her I had to go to New Orleans one 
time or something, and she asked me if I, if I could pick up — 
she had two nieces down there or something and I said I prob- 
ably could, and she said something about she had some cousin 
or something that would help me drive or something. His 
name was Charles Stein or Martin or something. So I made 
some kind of arrangements with her that if he possibly helped 
me drive or something, why I’d go ahead and haul these two 
children back. (HSCA 4) 

Before they left L.A., however, Martin wanted Ray to take her to 
register at the local George Wallace campaign headquarters. Ray ex- 
plains that she had a boyfriend serving time for a drug arrest and felt 
that she might be able to help him my making some sort of political 
connections. 

Answer. * * * She mentioned once that she — one of the 
highlights that stuck out in the conversation was that she was 
concerned about her boyfriend in the penitentiary and all that, 
and she wanted to know about all — how to get him out and 
things like that. But, of course, I didn’t tell her that I was in 
jail and had some — — * 

Question . You didn’t give her any escape tips ? 

Answer. Hints— No, and she did mention one time that she 
would like to get in politics and see lawyers and all that stuff. 

go 

Question. See lawyers ? 

Answer. Get a lawyer with influence who could possibly 
help her. A lot of, a lot of lawyers go before parole boards and 
things like that. (HSCA 4) 

When Ray went to pick up Martin, he was introduced to Charles and 
Rita Stein, who evidently also had some interest in registering for 
Wallace. Ray dropped the three cousins off at the headquarters and 
then went to a nearby tire store while they were inside. He says that 
he never went inside the headquarters himself. 

Question. Did you take all three of them to this registration 
place when you were going to the tire place ? 

Answer. No ; I just drove by there. I didn’t take them there. 

I parked on the street and they went around to the registration 
place and I went to — I think I parked in a real small street, 

I went to the registration, I went to the, what it was, I think 
it was a JNR or Firestone place. And they went around there, 
but I didn’t go around with them or anything like that. 

Question. So you let the three of them out of the car and 
they went to the registration place and you went to the place 
where you can get some tires ? 

Answer. Yes ; These places are all real close together. I don’t 
think they is a half a block separating where I parked from, 
the registration place from the used tire 

Question. Were the other two going down for the same 
reason that Marie Martin was going down there, that is to 
register in order to get some, so that they could go to a poli- 
tician sometime and say, here’s this woman’s boyfriend who is 
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a good guy, can you do anything to help him get out ? Is that 
the reason ? 

Answer. This took me completely by surprise when Stein 
and this other lady came along. I thought it was just Marie 
Martin. I didn’t know, the fact is, I think this was the first 
time I ever seen Stein. 

Question. But you didn’t know the reason why Stein and his 
sister were going along with Marie Martin ? 

Answer. No, I didn’t. * * * (HSCA 4) 

Soon after this visit to the Wallace headquarters, Ray and Stein left 
for New Orleans. Before leaving, however, Stein wanted to call and 
tell his relatives he was coming. 

Answer. * * * So, the next day when we got ready to leave, I 
saw Stein and he was broke and he wanted to call his sister or 
something, and he was sort of a hippy type, he had beads and 
sandles and all that, a beard and all that stuff. Anyway, I 
decided to go on down there with him, and so I think he called 
and let them know he was coming down ahead of time and he 
told me if he, that if he paid our — that he’d pay the trip back 
if, that he, there and pick them up, he’d have the expense 
money back. (HSCA 4) 

The phone call having been made, the two men left Los Angeles 
and drove straight through, splitting the driving. (HSCA 4) Ray 
stopped only twice, to make phone calls to his brother Jerry. 

Question. * * * On the trip to New Orleans with Stein, did 
he make any phone calls ? 

Answer. No; He didn’t have any money. 

Question. Did you make any phone calls ? 

Answer. As I recall, two. 

Question. And what were those phone calls ? 

Answer. What were the two ? To Jerry Ray. 

Question. And do you recall where you were when you made 
those two calls ? 

Answer. Well, a long ways from Los Angeles. I would guess 
in New Mexico or Arizona. 

Question. What were the purposes of those calls? 

Answer. I just called him — I think I called him once prob- 
ably and he wasn’t there, and I just wanted to tell him I 
was all right and, of course, I didn’t want to call him from 
California. There was no significance in the calls. They 
weren’t of no importance, just saying that I was 

Question. Why did you not want to calk him from 
California ? 

Answer. Well, there’s the possibility of tracing the call or 
something of that nature. The police finding out the general 
area I was living in. (HSCA 4) 

As for conversation during the drive, Ray doesn’t remember what he 
said to Stein, but he figures it could have been pretty much anything, 
since Stein was such a strange fellow. 

Answer. * * * I don’t know what I did tell Stein, I think 
I told him I had some type of business, but it really wouldn’t 
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be important because I could have told him anything, I 
think * * * I think I told her (i.e. Marie Martin) I had 
some business there or something, and Stein, I don’t know 
what I told him, probably nothing. (HSCA 4) 

When they arrived in New Orleans, Ray dropped Stein off, checked 
into a motel in the French Quarter which Stein had recommended, 
the Provincial (HSCA 4) , and then called the New Orleans number. 

Question. All right. And what were the — what — how did 
the conversation go, what did you say, what were your replies ? 

Answer. Well, I give 

Question . What were their replies ? 

Answer. I give them a name of Eric Galt, I just, I men- 
tioned, I said this was Eric Galt and asked if Raoul was 
there, and he said if I could contact him — and there was some 
conversation about well, yes, at a certain — They asked me 
where I was staying at and I run down the address and give 
them the address of that, I don’t know if I gave them the ad- 
dress, but I gave them the location of it or something and 
then he asked me to meet him at this Le Bunny Lounge, I 
think it was, and then I went down there and that was it. 

Question. Was the phone number that you called, was that 
the Le Bunny Lounge ? 

Answer. No, I don’t think so, but I think later on I had 
some people check the Le Bunny Lounge and various pawn 
shops in that area and everything, and none of them corre- 
sponded to that number there. (HSCA 4) 

At the Le Bunny, Raoul told Ray that their next venture would be a 
gunrunning operation into Mexico, 1 and that Ray would end up in 
Cuba, from where he would be able to book passage anywhere in the 
world he wanted to go. 

Question. And what was the conversation at, when you met 
him at this tavern ? 

Answer. Well, we went into the possibilities of Mexico and 
taking guns, and I think that’s the first time guns were ever 
mentioned, and what would be my interest, and I indicated 
that I was interested, and it wasn’t too long a conversation. I 
know I was complaining about money more than anything 
else, and he just give me $500. 

Question. How did he put it when he brought the gun busi- 
ness up ? 

Answer. Well, he put it that I would get a considerable 
amount of money this time. There was mention of twelve 

1 Ray states in the HSCA 3 account quoted in the 'Staff Report that this was 
the first time Raoul ever said anything about gunrunning. Elsewhere in the same 
interview, however, he says that he had been aware of Raoul’s interest in guns 
before he got to Mexico, and in fact had even expected the Mexican operation 
to be a gunrunning deal (HSCA 3). This same contradiction occurs in other 
places in Ray’s interviews. In the “20,000 Words” (No. 12), for instance, Ray 
says that Raoul first mentioned the guns in Detroit, just after the U.S./Canadian 
smuggling operation. In the “20,000 Words” (No. 2) , he repeats that he heard of 
the guns in Mexico. In HSOA 4, he states again that Raoul first mentioned them 
in New Orleans in December. 
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thou — , ten or twelve thousand dollars, and the possibility of * 
a — , He, that’s the only time I ever- — any political question 
ever Come up. He mentioned about there was a possibility' that 
I could go into Cuba and go from there to anywhere m the 
world. And, but I, it was unclear to me how I was going to get 
to Cuba or anything, you know, fight there, go down there vol- 
untarily, and I told him I wasn’t too interested in Cuba, but I 
was interested in ten or twelve thousand and a passport. 
(HSCA 3) 

As always, Raoul did not have the passport, but he did give Ray $500 
and said he would contact him in L.A. in a few months with more 
information. (HSCA 4) Ray specifically states that nothing was said 
at this meeting about the dates for the Mexican operation or about any 
of the cities which Ray would later visit. 

Question. What did he say your next job was going to be? 

Answer. Well, the impression I got, nothing was ever spe- 
cific, but it would be taking some type of military equipment, 
rifles, or something, into Mexico. 

Question . When were you supposed to do that ? 

Answer. There was no date set at that time. * * * 

Question . Was there any mention of Birmingham, Atlanta, 
Memphis, or any other city during that conversation in New 
Orleans? 

Answer. No. I think later by phone or, it must have been 
by phone, there might have been some mention of Atlanta, 

I’m not positive of it, but at that time there was no other than 
New Orleans, there was no mention of any other city. (HSCA 

4 ) 

Sometime after this meeting, Ray told Stein he was ready to head 
back to Los Angeles. Stein wanted to visit with his family, however, 
so the two of them stayed in New Orleans for 2 more days. (HSCA 
3) Ray hasn’t described his activities during these 2 days. 

Ray returned to Los Angeles with Stein and continued to see Marie 
Martin occasionally. He says that he told her she should re-register 
wit h the Republicans, since the Wallace people weren’t likely to help 
her boyfriend in prison. 

Answer. * * * So, she mentioned two or three times later, 
she started talking about this, her boyfriends, she needed to 
do something for him. She had a letter from him and all that, 

I guess. So, I mentioned to her another time that if she was 
really serious about it that she should try to get someone who 
has political influence or something and I suggested that she 
register Republican out there, 'because I think they were in 
charge of the government or something, the State government. 

So, she went back down there and registered. I didn’t take her 
down this time, she went down on her own. (HSCA 4) 

When he began to prepare to leave Los Angeles again in March, he 
traded his larger television to her for her smaller model and gave her 
his set of dumbbells. (HSCA 4) 

Although Ray states that he was not responsible for Marie Martin’s 
decision to register with the Wallace campaign, he does recall that he 
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made contacts with the headquarters on his own in an attempt to get a 
job. 

Question. In Los Angeles, did you go to a Wallace cam- 
paign headquarters or was this a story ? 

Answer. No. When I first came there, that was my only con- 
tact with any Wallace — When I first came there I was looking 
for a — some type of cover — some type of front for me to stay 
in Los Angeles for however long I stayed there, particularly if 
it was four or five months. And I think I called this Wallace 
Headquarters once and asked them something about how long 
they were going to be there or something. And what I was 
going to do, I had all Alabama identification. If I was stopped 
by the police, well, I would just say I was associated with this 
Wallace group out here in some manner, but I found out that 
they probably wouldn’t be there very long, so whenever I’d 
apply for a job or dance school or anything, or bartending 
school, I’d just tell them I was 9ome sort of a entrepreneur out 
of old Mexico, and I was trying to go into business in Los 
Angeles somewheres in some manner. 

Question . I’m not quite clear with what you say, you had 
some contact with the Wallace Headquarters or not ? 

Answer. When I first, when I first came there I was, I 
thought maybe that would be a good cover because there was 
something in the newspaper about it or something, and being 
I had Alabama identification I didn’t, I think I called this 
organization and asked — I was trying to find out how long 
they were going to be there or something, to the best of my 
recollection it was not too long. 

Question. You called them, did you actually visit them ? 

Answer. No; I never did visit them. I just called them on 
the phone. 

Question. So your only contact with Wallace, the Wallace 
campaign was a call on the phone ? 

Answer. That’s it, a call on the phone. 

Question. Did you ever sign any petition for Wallace? 

Answer. No. (HSCA 4) 
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IX.— THE DRIVE EAST 
(March 17-23, 1968) 

As he had promised in New Orleans, Raoul sent Ray a letter some- 
time in late February telling him he was to drive east, join him in New 
Orleans, and continue on to Atlanta. 1 Ray called New Orleans shortly 
thereafter and received more complete information about the trip. 

Question. And this was the result of a letter that was sent 
by Raoul to you ? 

Answer. That’s correct. 

Question . You then called him and what was that conver- 
sation over the phone ? 

Answer. Well, there was some, I know there was mention of 
me to go to New Orleans to make contact there. * * * I have 
some recollection of a little more detail in the phone call than 
I usually got, but I don’t know other than going to New Or- 
leans, I don’t know if there was any mention of possibly going 
somewhere else or not. There was mention of Atlanta hut I 
don’t know when that was first raised. I don’t know if it was 
Los Angeles or where. I know it was raised in Birmingham. 

I’m not certain on that. (HSCA 4) 

After the call, he began to make arrangements to leave Los Angeles. 
Among these arrangements was an offer to Marie Martin to carry 
some boxes, which he thinks contained clothing, to New Orleans. 
(20,000 No. 5 ; HSCA 4) 

Ray states that he was unaware of Dr. King’s presence in Los An- 
geles just before Ray left to meet Raoul. 

1 In the “20,000 Words,” Ray says that Raoul told him in the letter that he 
was to move to Atlanta. 

* * * Sometime, I think in late February, he wrote and asked me to meet 
him at the bar we had met in before, in New Orleans, that we would go 
from New Orleans to Atlanta, Ga. (20,000 No. 5) 

Ray contradicts this version in his interview with Dan Rather. 

Answer. * * * I never knew I was going to Atlanta until I arrived in 
Birmingham, and there was no forwarding address, and, of course — that 
would be very damaging against me — but I’m, I’m just a hundred — 
ninety-nine percent positive there was no — no forwarding address. 

This passage contradicts the “20,000 Words” version ; it also claims that he left 
no forwarding address in Los Angeles. Ray does state in the “20,000 Words” that 
he submitted a notice of his change of address, not to a Post Office, but to the 
Locksmith Institute, a correspondence school. 

* * * This (Raoul’s instructions) left me pressed for time, as I was due 
for an operation (a second plastic surgery operation) and was taking a 
couple of courses, I wrote to Locksmith School saying I was gone to 
Atlanta and not to send any more courses * * * (20,000 No. 5) 
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Question. Well, was lie in Los Angeles when you were in 
Los Angeles ? 

Answer. Well, I don’t know. I read in these books, they said 
he was there at some point in time while I was there, but I 
don’t know when he was there or if he was there as far as that 
goes. (HSCA 4) 

Ray has stated that he assumed that this trip was going to be the* 
first leg of the gunrunning deal mentioned in New Orleans in Decem- 
ber. Ray did not know any of the specifics, however, nor did he know 
when or if he would return to Los Angeles. He does mention that he- 
told Marie Martin that he would be returning. 

Answer. * * * I don’t remember all the conversation (i.e., 
on the phone with Raoul) but I just have a recollection it was 
more detailed about what I should do and when I should do 
it, and I think there might have been more than one city men- 
tioned. There might have been mentioned more than Atlanta. 

I know, I know I wasn’t, it wasn’t definite enough where I 
would pull up roots altogether so to speak. While I don’t file 
a change of address, I knew it wasn’t anything that strong but 
I think there might have been some mention of going into 
another town from New Orleans or something like that, some 
extended trip. (HSCA 4) 

Answer. * * * I just told her (i.e., Marie Martin) that I was 
going down there. I told her that I’d be back, of course, I 
thought the possibilities were slim of that. I don’t know if 
I told anyone else or not. That came up in the casual conver- 
sation in the bar I believe it was. (HSCA 4) 

Unlike the nonstop drive with Stein in December, this trip east was 
leisurely and took several days. Ray stopped at a couple of uniden- 
tified motels at night and says that he probably used the “Galt” alias,. 

Question. Where did you stop on this trip ? 

Answer. I don’t know. This motel is on the way between Los 
Angeles and New Orleans. I can’t recall motels. I know it 
took 2 or 3 days. 

Question. What names did you use when you stopped ? 

Answer. Apparently I used Galt. 

Question. Because you had the car with you ? 

Answer. That’s correct. (HSCA 4). 

One of these motels was evidently a fleabag somewhere in Texas. 
(HSCA 5) 

Ray was a full day late getting to New Orleans, but until he arrived' 
in town he says he made no effort to contact Raoul and tell him he 
was behind schedule. (HSCA 4) Upon arrival he called the contact 
number and was told that Raoul had gone on to Birmingham and' 
would meet him there at the Starlight Lounge the next day. 2 

s In the “20,000 Words,” Ray says he was told to meet Raoul in Birmingham in* 
2 days. 

* * * I was informed he had went on ahead to Birmingham and to 
meet him in the ufeual place in 2 days. (20,000 No. 5) 
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Question * Well, was any reason given as to why he wasn’t 
there waiting for you? 

Answer. No, no, there was no reason. 

Ques turn. What did the man say when you called ? 

Answer. He said he had gone on to Birmingham and for 
me to meet him at a certain, I think it was the next day at the 
Starlight Club in Birmingham. (HSCA 4) 

After dropping off Martin’s packages somewhere on the edge of New 
Orleans, he left town and spent the night in a motel somewhere be- 
tween New Orleans and Biloxi, Miss. 3 

Question* So you delivered the packages, and did you stay 
the night in New Orleans ? 

Answer. No, I had trouble finding the address of, when, 
where to deliver the packages to. I delivered those, I believe it 
was dark, I don’t know what time it was, and after delivering 
the packages I stayed in a motel on the outside of New 
Orleans, between New Orleans and Biloxi, Miss. (HSCA 4) 

The next morning he was back on the road headed for Birmingham, 
but somehow he got lost and wound up spending the night in Selma, 
Ala. Ray strongly denies the charge that he was in Selma because 
Dr. King was in the area; he says that he accidentally got off the 
main highway onto a smaller road to Montgomery, and that he spent 
the night in Selma simply because that happened to be where he was 
when it got dark. 

Question. What did you do the next day ? 

Answer. The next day I went towards Birmingham, to- 
wards Birmingham, and I think possibly I got off the 
main road, although I’m not certain of that because Ala- 
bama roads are not in the same condition as some of the more 
industrial states. After driving all day, I don’t know what 
time I left the motel, after driving however far I drove, I 
got, I think I checked into — later I found out it was a motel 
in Selma, Ala. 

* * * 

Question* [Did you intend to go to Selma ?] 

Answer. No, I didn’t actually intend, it just so happened 
that I stopped there after it was dark. * * * 

Question . Now, was Dr. King in Selma when you were 
there? 

Answer. I have no idea. William Bradford Huie says he 
was in that area, but I don’t have any independent knowledge 
of that. (HSCA 4) 

Ray finally got to Birmingham the next day, a few hours behind 
schedule. 

Question* And what did you do when you arrived in 
Birmingham ? 

Answer. I went to the Starlight, and I met this RaouL 
there. 


a This HSCA 4 version contradicts the earlier story in the ‘‘20,000 Words” 
(No. 5), in which Ray said that he was told he would not have to meet Raoul 
in Birmingham for 2 days and therefore “stayed close to New Orleans” until it 
was time to go. 
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Question . What time of day was that ? 

Answer. Well, that was late again, I don’t know what time 
it was. It was in the afternoon, I’d say probably close to 
noon time, I guess. 

Question. What time were you supposed to be there if you 
were late in arriving ? 

Answer. Well, whatever time it was. I think I was sup- 
posed to be there towards the morning or something, but I 
know I was late or something, a couple of hours I guess. I 
think the lateness was caused by going through Montgomery 
instead of taking a shorter route. (HSCA 4) 

Together, Ray and Raoul drove on to Atlanta, arriving that same 
evening. Ray says Raoul was in a big rush to get to Atlanta, but he 
doesn’t know why. (HSCA 4) 
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X.— ATLANTA I 
(March 23-29, 1968) 

Ray and Raoul arrived in Atlanta just before dusk, and Rax>ul 
guided them to the neighborhood of Peachtree and 14t)h Streets. The 
area was inhabited, by motorcycle gangs and narcotics dealers and 
seemed to Ray to be a bad choice, but Raoul appeared to be “somewhat 
conversant” with the place and evidently wanted Ray to stay there. 
After trying a few other places, they found Gamer’s rooming house. 
Ray says he doesn’t think Raoul had this specific place in mind, only 
the general neighborhood. 

Question . What happened when you got to Atlanta? 

Answer. Well, we started looking for a room and he seemed 
to be familiar with the area and we made several inquiries 
and — I’d say two inquiries — and I think about the third one 
we found a place in the area he seemed to be somewhat con- 
versant with. * * * 

Question, Did Raoul point out this neighborhood to you as 
a place where you should look for rooms ? 

Answer. Well, he, he directed traffic when I drove in and 
the general area, but there was no, it was just general driving 
around a certain area there in town looking for rooms. 

Question. Were you looking for signs on the door saying 
rooms for rent or was it a newspaper that you used ? 

Answer. No, just looking for signs on the door. 

* * * 

Question, Why did Raoul want this particular place? 

Answer. I don’t think he wanted that particular place. We 
went, I think he wanted that particular area. 

Question, Why ? 

Answer. Well, I know now, I didn’t know then, but 

Answer. Well, it was a lot of, sort of a, well, I don’t like to 
use the word hippy all the time, 'but there was a motorcycle 
gang up there and I found out later on there was a lot of nar- 
cotics dealings and stuff like that in that area. It’s more or less 
a sleazy area. I could understand now why I wouldn’t go in 
that area to rent a room myself because that’s where the police 
hang out. (HSCA 4) 

At Gamer’s. Ray went in to rent a room while Raoul remained in 
the car. 

Answer. * * * When I went in, when I went in the room- 
ing house, there was two individuals in there, there was a fel- 
low who owned it and then there was another guy. They were 
both drinking wine and I asked them about a, I set, I was 
sitting in there talking to them, I think I may have took a 
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drink myself and he said something about a room, or he said 
something about, or he said something that he would show it 
to me in a few minutes or something. And he owned the place 

next door, another house where transients are at * * * 

(HSCA 4) 

Ray stayed inside for about a half-hour, prompting Raoul to come in 
and see what was going on. (HSCA 4) Just about the time Raoul 
entered, Garner’s friend departed and Gamer himself passed out, so 
he and Ray went around the comer to get something to eat at a boxcar 
diner. (HSCA 4) 

After some supper, Ray returned to Gamer’s and got a room for the 
night from the landlord. (HSCA 4) Raoul left, but Ray doesn’t know 
where he went — maybe somewhere downtown — since Ray says the 
rooming house was downtown and consequently Raoul didn’t need a 
ear. 

Question . Well, did you think it was strange that he didn’t 
have a car, you had a car, and he leaves you at the restaurant ? 

Did he leave you at the restaurant ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. And doesn’t ask you for a lift anywhere ? 

Answer. No, that’s not too far from downtown, the 1300 
block * * * (HSCA 4) 

The next morning, Ray rented a room from Garner for a week. He 
was able to get the room free, he says, by convincing the landlord that 
he had paid him in advance the night before, when Gamer had been 
so drunk. (HSCA 4) A while later Raoul showed up, and the two 
briefly discussed business. Raoul told Ray he might need him to drive 
him to Miami in a few days. He had mentioned such a trip the night 
before at the diner but had provided no explanation, and he similarly 
declined to shed any light on the trip this next morning. 

Answer. * * * then he asked me not to get too far away 
because he wanted to go to, he wanted me to take him to 
Miami or something, and I don’t know just what the rest of 
the conversation was, that’s the main part of it. 

Question. The main part was what ? 

Answer. For me to stay there because he said, he had, he 
wanted me to, he said I would probably have to run him, 
drive him to Miami or something. He wanted to make a trip 
to Miami for some reason, and I kind of got the impressioil 
that I may be there for, you know, a while from that con- 
versation. I don’t know what give me that idea, making trips 
and things like that. 

Question. That you were going to make trips or that he 
was going to make trips ? 

Answer. Well, he said something about me going with him 
to Miami in the car or something, so I figured maybe it was 
some business there. I don’t know what it was. (HSCA 4) 

As it turned out, Raoul never mentioned the trip again, and Ray never 
learned what it was about. (20,000 No. 5) 

Ray says he was concerned that Raoul should be able to come and 
go freely from his room, without making his presence known to 
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'Garner or anyone else. He had tried to fashion a duplicate room key 
for Raoul, but the original had been difficult to copy and the duplicate 
hadn’t worked well. Consequently, he and Raoul simply agreed that 
he would leave his side door unlocked all the time. This plan didn’t 
work either, however, because the landlord’s sister kept re-locking the 
'door. (HSCA 5) 1 With these matters temporarily resolved, Raoul 
left town, telling Ray he would be back in touch in a few days. 2 

Ray’s stay in Atlanta was not very eventful. He remembers that he 
began to run low on cash and went to two banks in town to exchange 
several hundred dollars of the Canadian currency he had been carry- 
ing since Montreal. (HSCA 7) 3 He frequented several neighborhood 
i;restau rants, including the boxcar diner where he and Raoul had 
eaten on the night of their arrival. (HSCA 5) Sometime during the 
week he purchased a city map and put several circles on it, marking 
the highway he had taken into Atlanta and the neighborhoods of the 
rooming house, restaurants, and banks. 4 He states that these circles 
did not have anything to do with Dr. King or the SCLC — they were 
only intended to help him get his bearings in a strange city. 


1 Ray has told differing stories concerning the key. 

(1) In the “20,000 Words" (No. 5), Ray says he made Raoul a spare key to 
the room and gave it to him that second day in Atlanta. 

(2) In. the HSCA 2 account, Ray doesn’t mention the key. He simply says 
that Raoul kept having troubles getting in and out of the house without the land- 
lord’s noticing him. (HSCA 2) 

(3) Ray doesn’t mention the key in HSCA 4. He says that he told Raoul he 
would leave his door unlocked so Raoul could come and go freely. As it turned 
out, however, the landlady kept locking the door and presumably restricting 
Raoul’s movements. (HSCA 4) 

(4) In HSCA 5, Ray again mentions a key, claiming that he made it for Raoul 
with some tools and a blank key purchased at a locksmith shop. He worked on 
it for a day or so and then gave up because the original was too complicated to 
follow. 

* In the “20,000 Words," Ray mentions that he asked for some money at this 
T time. 

* * * I also asked him for some money, but he said he didn’t have any 
right then but would have the next time we met. (20,000 No. 5) 

i In HSCA 4, Ray specifically denies that he asked Raoul for money. 

Question . Did he give you any money at this time? 

Answer. No. 

Question. Did you ask him for any ? 

Answer. Not at that time. 

Question. I’m just curious, because, look, you asked him back in 
December when you saw him in New Orleans? 

Answer. Well, nothing was mentioned about money or anything like 
it. I think I might have mentioned money at that time, but I didn’t get 
none whether I asked for any or not. There may have been some men- 
tion of money. (HSCA 4) 

•Ray tells two different stories about how much money he actually exchanged 
at the two Atlanta banks. 

(1) In the 20,000 Words, he says he exchanged $200-$300. (20,000 No. 5) 

(2) In HSCA 7, however, Ray says that he exchanged $700 in Canadian 
•currency. 

4 In the Habeas Corpus proceedings, Ray testified that he only circled two 
areas on the map (H.C., p. 966). In the second interview with the Committee, 
IRay said he had circled the four areas described in the Staff Report. 
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Question. Let’s start with the Atlanta map. Where had you 
gotten the Atlanta map from? 

Answer. I either got it from a book store or service station. 

Question. And what was the reason that you marked that 
map ? 

Answer. I usually do that whenever I go into town to get 
my bearing of what’s north, what’s south, where I’m at, where 
I came into town, and everything. 

Question. Well, why did you mark that particular map? 

Answer. I marked where I was staying at. Places I came in, 
the highway I came in off of. Peachtree Street, where I went 
to the bank one time to cash in some money. I marked a 
restaurant on there and I think I glanced at it a few times to 
get my bearings on it, and that was it. 

* * * 

Answer. William Bradford Huie said he found the map in 
Atlanta, somewhere in my suitcase. It had circles of Dr. 
King’s church, his house, his office, and his ministry, his 
church or something, and I knew that was all false. I mean, I 
knew — I started thinking and I knew I marked a map, but I 
knew that would have been a coincidence. If I had marked all 
these places that would have been too big a coincidence. I could 
never explain that away to the jury. So, I got to thinking 
about and I gave it a lot of thought, and that’s the best I could 
come up with (HSCA2) 
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XI.— BIRMINGHAM AND THE PURCHASE OF THE RIFLE 
(March 29-30, 1968) 

One morning 8 days after his departure from Atlanta, Raoul re- 
turned and met Ray at the rooming house. (20,000 No. 5) He said that 
he was ready to put into operation the gunrunning scheme and out- 
lined for Ray the following plan : 

Raoul then explained to me what he wanted me to do, and 
that was to get a large-bore deer rifle fitted with scope, plus 
ammo, also to inquire about the price of cheap foreign rifles. 
After I had bought the rifle we would take it to the buyers and 
see if it was OK. I would then buy 10 of them, the scoped 
ones, and about 200 of the cheap foreign ones. The scoped 
ones would have to be new, the other ones they were not too 
particular about. He wanted me to buy the gun there (in 
Atlanta) * * * (20,000 No. 5) 

Ray suggested that he could more easily buy the rifles in Alabama. 

I then explained to him that I had Alabama I.D. and might 
have trouble getting a gun in Atlanta, especially if I had to 
buy many of them. He said all right, maybe I was right, and 
that we would get the guns in Birmingham. (20,000 No. 5) ; 

(see also HSCA 4). 

With this plan agreed upon, 1 Ray made his preparations for depar- 


1 There are some Inconsistencies in Ray’s story about when Raoul first outlined 
this plan. Ray wrote to Huie that he heard the plan when he and Raoul first 
arrived in Atlanta. 

* * * Up until Raoul and I arrived in Atlanta, he hadn’t said what he 
wanted me to do. He told we while we were eating (at the boxcar diner 
the evening of their arrival) that he would come back the next day about 
12 o’clock, as the landlord would probably be sober then, and he could 
find out what room I had, if any. He came there the next day at about 
that hour. * * * Raoul then explained to me what he wanted me to 
do. * * * (20,000 No. 5) 

Ray has told the Committee, however, that Raoul outlined the gunrunning scheme 
the day he returned to Atlanta after his 8-day absence. 

Question. Did there come about a conversation as to “where you have 
been all these 8 days ?” 

Answer. No, I never made any inquiries. 

Question. Did you ask him, do you want to go down to Miami now? 
Answer. No, I didn’t inquire about that. 

Question. Did he mention Miami? 

Answer. No, he did the talking, and he appeared somewhat in a hurry. 

He mentioned he wanted to go to — he was going to Birmingham, and he 
mentioned at first that he wanted me to see about purchasing weapons 

* * * etc. (HSCA 4) 
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ture. 2 He packed up some of his belongings, but others he left behind at 
the rooming house: his pistol, some clothes, a TV, and a typewriter. 
Ray says that he left these things because they were bulky, not neces- 
sarily because he expected to return to Atlanta. He says that leaving the 
pistol was probably a mistake, since the operation in Mexico could have 
been dangerous. Ray also mentions that he thinks Raoul left a couple x 
of pairs of his own pants in the room. 3 

Question, Did you take all your possessions out of the 
Garner’s Rooming House ? 

Answer. No, 

Question . You were intending to come back ? 

Answer. I didn’t know if I would be or not. 

* * * 

Question, Did you take your pistol with you when you left 
Atlanta ? 

Answer. No, I, I hid that in the basement. 

Question . Why? 

Answer. When I first stopped there. 

Question, Why did you leave it there when you left to go^ 
to Atlanta when you thought that, I’m sorry, when you left 
Atlanta to go to Birmingham, when you thought that your 
next stop would be to Mexico where you would have to deal 
with some people who are buying rifles from you ? 

Answer. I really wasn’t certain that, that I was going to 
Mexico. I thought I was at that time, but as far as the pistol 
went, I probably should have got it and took it with me, but 
I could have always purchased another, they’re not hard to 
buy down there if you got enough money, but I don’t know 
about that, about the pistol. We was in kind of a hurry, I 
guess if I had to do it over again, I would have got it, but I 
didn’t get it. 

Question, What did you take with you when you left At- 
lanta going to Birmingham ? 

Answer. Well, I took a few clothing and I didn’t take any- 
thing bulky. 

Question, You took a few clothing, like what ? 

Answer. Well, change of clothes and — well, it would be easy 
to say what I left. I left the typewriter and a television set. 

Question, And most of your clothes ? 

Answer. Well, all of them clothes wasn’t mine. I think some 
were, he left some there at one time. 

Question. Who did ? 

Answer. Raoul. 

Question. When did he leave it there ? 

Answer. I’m not certain just when he left them there, but — 
(HSCA 4) 


* Ray wrote the following note on a piece of paper discovered in his Shelby 
County jail cell by his guards. 

Said we would be gone couple of days. I left note on bed, when got to 
BIR he made calls, said gone to Memphis. (H.C. Exhibit, Vol. IV) 

* Ray is unable to remember exactly when Raoul left these pants in the room. 
He either left them there when they first arrived in Atlanta (HSCA 7), or when 
Raoul returned to Atlanta 8 days later. (HSCA 4) 


58 



217 


When they arrived in Birmingham, 4 Kay and Kaoul went to a motel r 
and Kay rented a room. 5 * * Inside, Kaoul gave Kay more information 
regarding the gun purchase and then handed him $700.* 

Question, What happened when you arrived there ? 

Answer. Well, we had some conversation about the buying, 
the purchasing of weapons and where we should purchase 
them, and, ana, he seemed to have a little knowledge of Bir- 
mingham, but not too much. * * * (HSCA4) 

* * * 

Question. Did — Had he given you any money to pay for the 
rifle ? 

Answer. Yes ; But I’m not certain just how much money it 
was. It was quite a bit in excess of what it, what the rifle cost. 

Question . Would it be in the neighborhood of seven hun- 
dred — several hundred dollars at least ? 

Answer. That’s correct, that was to cover' the ammunition. 

Question. Ammunition. Did — * * * When did he give you 
the money ? 

Answer. I think that would have been the motel, when we 
come up there and decided on getting, getting it. (HSCA 5) 

★ * * 

Kaoul told me again after we got there to get a large bore 
deer rifle and gave me over $700. (20,000 No. 5) 

From the motel they went to a tavern near the train station which Kay 
thinks was under Greek management, perhaps Magoulas’. (HSCA 4) T 
In the tavern they consulted a phone book 8 and decided to go to Aero- 
marine. (HSCA 4) 9 


4 Ray states in HSCA 4 that Raoul told him to buy a rifle in Atlanta and then 
go to Birmingham. Ray suggested that they buy the rifle in Birmingham because 
he had an Alabama I.D. Ray never explains, however, why Raoul wanted to go 
to Birmingham in the first place. According to his statements, they, never did 
anything there but purchase the rifle. (HSCA 4) 

5 This HSCA 4 version is inconsistent with the earlier, “20,000 Words” story, 

in which Ray dropped Raoul off at the Post Office, rented the room alone, and 
then returned to get his partner. 

* * * When we got to Birmingham, he had me drop me [sic] off at the 
Post Office. He said after I got a room to meet him at the Starlight 
Lounge. After I checked into a motel, I picked him up * * * (20,000 
No. 5) 

8 In the “20,000 Words,” this phone book is a newspaper. (20,000 No. 5) 
they got to Aeromarine. 

* * * Raoul told me again after we got there to get a large bore deer rifle 
and gave me over $700. I asked the salesman for a deer rifle * * * 
(20,000 No. 5) 

T Ray says the Starlight Lounge was run by an Italian, and therefore it could 
not be the tavern run by a Greek to which he refers here. In the “20,000 Words,” 
however, he suggests that it was the Starlight where he and Raoul made the 
decision to go to Aeromarine. 

* * * he said after I got a room to, meet him at the Starlight Lounge. 
After I checked into a motel, I picked him up and we bought a paper. We 
got the address of the Aeromarine Supply out of the want ad section. 
(20,000 No. 5) 

8 In the “20,000 Words,” this phone book is a newspaper. (20,000 No. 5) 

* According to the “20,000 Words,” Ray and Raoul called Aero on the phone 
after deciding to buy the rifle there. 

* * * We got the address of the Aeromarine Supply out of the want ads. 

I called the Aeromarine, and they said they had a large supply of rifles. 
(20,000 No. 5) 
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Kay has told differing stories about whether Raoul accompanied him 
to Aeromarine on this trip or any other trip. In HSCA 5, he stated 
that Raoul was with him while he searched for Aero on the first trip, 
but that he took him back to the motel before actually purchasing the 
guns. 10 

Answer. * * * we went in a filling station and got a map 
and we found out we was one street over too many, or some- 
thing. Now, my recollection here is not clear at all. I think 
where we went by and looked at the place over or something 
(i.e. Aeromarine), and decided to go in there or something, 
but the only thing I can think, reconstruct, is that I took him 
back to the motel and I went in and got the stuff. (HSCA 5) 

Ray, however, does add : “I don’t have no recollection but, I’m just 
reconstructing.” (HSCA 5) 

At Aero, Ray told the clerk that he was going hunting with his 
brother-in-law 11 and would like to see a particular make of rifle (he 
does not remember the type), and also that he was interested in look- 
ing at some foreign, or military, rifles. Ray handled some of the for-, 
eign rifles in the store, but he says that the clerk, evidently not realiz- 
ing that Ray was interested in buying large numbers of these rifles, 
directed his attention away from the cheaper guns and towards the 
more expensive models. (HSCA 5) Ray finally selected what seemed 
to be a suitable rifle, asked to have a scope mounted on it (HSCA 4), 
and got some ammunition. (HSCA 5 ) 

In spite of his statements to Raoul earlier in the day, Ray purchased 
the gun under the alias “Harvey Lowmeyer,” a name he had gotten 
from some friend or criminal associate in Quincy, 111. (HSCA 5). He 
states that, although he had his Alabama “Galt” I.D., he believed it 
would be safer to buy the guns under a different name if possible. If 
the store requested an I.D., he could back out, go somewhere else, and 
still buy the rifle as Eric S. Galt. 

Question, Well, let me ask you under what circumstances 
would you have used the name Galt in purchasing the rifle at 
Aeromarine ? 


10 This question of Raoul's presence at Aero is one of the most difficult for Ray 
to recall In the “20,000 Words” (No. 5), Ray strongly implies that Raoul 
was with him when he drove to Aero, and remained in the car when he went 
inside. 

* * * I called the Aeromarine, and they said they had a large supply of 
rifles. Raoul told me again after we got there to get a large bore deer rifle 
and gave me over $700. I asked the salesman for a deer rifle * * * etc. 
(20,000 No. 5) 

Ray is initially unable to resolve the issue either way. In the fourth interview 
with the Committee, however, some of his remarks imply that Raoul was with 
him, others that Raoul was not with him. Finally, Ray states that Raoul must 
have been with him, but on the second trip, not the first (i.e. the trip to return the 
first gun). (See HSCA 4) In the fifth interview with the Committee, the version 
given in the Staff Report, Ray changes his story and suggests that Raoul was 
with him while he searched for Aero on the first trip, but that he returned to the 
motel and dropped him off before entering the store. 

u Ray sometimes says that he told the clerk he was going hunting with his 
brother , not his brother-in-law. For example, 

Answer. * * * So, I was telling him that my brother was telling me 
what to get * * * (HSCA 4) 
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Answer. Well, probably I would have left there and I 
would have went and talked to him and explained the situa- 
tion to him and then I probably would have went somewhere 
else most likely and, if I, based on my past experiences on 
things like this, I probably would have went and tried, that 
night probably, I would have tried to get some wino’s iden- 
tification and if I couldn’t done that then I would have went 
ahead and used the Galt, but (HSCA 4) . 

In addition to the name, Aero needed an address, so Ray chose a place 
close to where he lived. 

Question, . The address you gave him, was there any special 
reason for gi ving him that address ? 

Answer. I think probably the reason I gave it, it was prob- 
ably an address, a street close by to where I was living at on 
Highland Avenue, and I just picked it out. I usually have 
these things straightened out before I go in there. (HSCA 5) 

Back at the motel, Ray showed the gun to Raoul. To his surprise, 
Raoul looked at it and, without explaining himself, said it was not 
suitable. (20,000 No. 5) 12 Picking up some gun literature which Ray 
thinks he got at Aero, Raoul pointed out or marked the correct rifle 
and instructed him to make an exchange if possible. Ray called Aero, 
told them his brother-in-law didn’t like the first rifle, and asked if he 
might exchange it. They agreed, adding only that they would not be 
able to make the exchange until the next day. 

Question. So, what happened after lie said this is not the 
right weapon ? 

Answer. There was some discussion, I believe it was the 
catalogue or pamphlet, it wasn’t a catalogue, it would prob- 
ably been a pamphlet, what kind to get. So, I think I went 
and made a phone call. I don’t know whether I made a phone 
call from the motel or down the street, and I called the sales- 
man and he said something about, bring it back out, but I 
don’t recall whether I took it out that night or the next 
morning. * * * 

Question. So it’s the same afternoon when you called ? 

Answer. 'Yes. I called, I called the same afternoon as soon 
as the determination was made it was the wrong kind. 

Question. And what did he say when you said that you 
bought the rifle but it was the wrong kind and you wanted to 
exchange it? 

Answer. He said something about, bring it back out and 
he would take care of it. He said he’d do it the next day, I 

“ Ray denies that he knew whether the first rifle had an operational defect. 

Answer. Well, see, I know only what I’ve read, and the first rifle had a 
defect in the barrel, or something. 

Question. You say the first rifle was defective ? 

Answer. I read that in the paper, I don’t know 

Question. Do you know that to be a fact. 

Answer. No, I don’t know it to be a fact. 

Question. Did you ever hear Raoul say to you that the first rifle was 
defective? 

Answer. No, I think his story was— it was the wrong, wrong type. 
(HSCA 5) 
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recall that, but I don’t know if I took it out that night, or in 
the mom — , the next day or not. (HSCA 5) 

By this time it was getting dark, and Raoul, expressing his satisfaction 
with this arrangement, asked Ray to take him “downtown somewhere.” 
Ray complied, but he says he doesn’t know where his associate was 
going or where he spent the night. 13 

Question. What happened then between you and Raoul? 

Answer. Well, after I decided to get the gun the next day, 
we discussed that I would meet him at the motel the next day 
or something. I think I re- rented the room for another day and 
I don’t know where he stayed at, I took him downtown, I 
think, somewhere and 

Question . Do you remember where you dropped him off 
downtown ? This was in Birmingham, right ? 

Answer. Yes. I think it was the post office or something. 
(HSCA 4) 

The next morning, after a brief meeting with Raoul, who had 
returned to the motel, Ray took the rifle back to Aero alone and ex- 
changed it for a second gun. He is not sure whether he left Aero while 
the scope was being mounted, or whether he simply waited in the 
store. 14 


14 In all of Ray’s accounts, he says that he spent only one night in Birmingham, 
at the Travelodge Motel. In HSCA 4, however, certain of his remarks suggest 
otherwise. 

(1) Ray says that, “after I decided to get the gun the next day, we discussed 
that I would meet him at the motel the next day or something. I think 7 re-rented 
the room for another day. • * *” 

(2) Ray then says that he did not drop-off Raoul on “ that first night * * *” 
There was only one night according to Ray’s story. 

(3) Finally, in trying to recall when Raoul returned to the motel, Ray says, 
•‘Let’s see, he came back the next morning — no, I think it was the second 
morning * * *” 

14 Ray’s accounts of his exchange of the rifles have numerous contradictions. 
The version described in the Staff Report is taken largely from HSCA 5 and 
can be summarized as follows : 

(1) Ray got the first rifle on the first day, but Raoul rejected it. 

(2) Both Ray and Raoul spent the night in Birmingham, although Ray 
doesn’t know where Raoul was. 

(3) Ray returned the first rifle on the morning of the second day and ex- 
changed it for the second rifle. 

(4) Ray returned to the motel and showed the second rifle to Raoul, who 
approved it and then left town. 

The third point is contradicted in the “20,000 Words” (No. 5) and in HSCA 4, in 
both of which Ray says he took the first rifle back to Aero on the afternoon of the 
first dm (although he was not able to make the exchange). (HSCA 4) The 
“20,000 Words” (No. 5) also contradicts the second and fourth points. According 
to this earlier story, Ray went back to the motel after leaving the first rifle at 
Aero and told Raoul that he would be able to get the second rifle the next day. 
Raoul said this arrangement was fine, and then he left town, in the evening of the 
first day. ~ . 

HSCA 7, contains two alternative versions of the exchange and Raoul’s de- 
parture, both of which are different from the “20,000 Words,” HSCA 4, and 
HSCA 5. 

(1) In the first alternative, Ray suggests that lie bought and exchanged both 
the rifles on the first day . 

(2) In the second alternative, Ray suggests that he bought and exchanged the 
two rifles on two separate days. It is unclear whether Ray means that he took the 
first rifle back in the afternoon of the first day (HSCA 4) or the morning of the 
second day (HSCA 5). 

(Continued) 
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Question . What did you do the next day ? 

Answer. Well, I went to — I went from — I took the rifle 
back, if in fact I did take it back, I think I did, and I think I 
showed him a pamphlet he had and had written on there what 
I wanted, and we had some discussion about how come the 
error was, first time. And I, he said something, I said some- 
thing about, well, we are going to hunt deer in Wisconsin or 
something, and he said, oh, he said, I thought you were going 
to hunt Alabama deer or something, and that was about it, 
and he went ahead. 

Question . Did he give you any trouble about exchanging 
the rifle? 

Answer. None whatsoever. 

Question . No argument? 

Answer. I think the second was more expensive, so, than, 
the first one. 

Question . Did you pick it up right away, did you wait 
there? 

Answer. I don’t recall that either, I believe I did, but I’m 
not certain. I don’t know how long it takes to fix that. I’m 
just not certain, if I had to guess one way or the other, I’d 
say I waited there until — until he finished it. (HSCA 5) 

In addition to the rifle and scope, Ray says he bought some military 
ammunition on this return trip to Aero. (HSCA 5) 

When Kay returned to the motel Raoul picked up the gun, looked 
it over^ (HSCA 6) and said it would do. 15 


(Continued) 

This second alternative appears to be similar to the HSCA 4 or HSCA 5 ver- 
sion, but in fact it isn’t because Ray adds that, whichever alternative is correct, 
Raoul definitely left town in the evening of the first day. As explained above, 
both HSCA 4 and HSCA 5 have Raoul leaving Birmingham on the second day. 

16 Ray mentions in the “20,000 Words” (No. 5) that the second rifle was not 
the specific model Raoul had requested, but that Raoul accepted it. anyway. This 
detail doesn’t appear in any of the other versions. Ray doesn’t say what model 
Raoul had originally asked for. 

Ray’s statement that Raoul handled the rifle is important. He says that he 
himself had handled the rifle at Aero, but that he did not touch it after Raoul 
picked it up. (HSCA 6) Raoul’s fingerprints, however, were not on the gun. 
He suggests that Raoul was wearing ban&aids or wax on his fingers when he 
touched the rifle, so that his prints were never on the gun. He admits, however, 
that he never saw Raoul wearing either bandaids or wax. (HSCA 6) 

According to the passage from HSCA 5 quoted in the Staff Report, Raoul left 
the rifle with Ray in Birmingham, with instructions to bring it with him to 
Memphis. Ray has always maintained that he did just as Raoul told him and 
delivered the gun at the New Rebel Motel on April 3. In his interview with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, however, Ray says twice that he gave the 
rifle to Raoul in the motel room in Birmingham. “Sunday Morning,” CBC Radio, 
May 15, 1977. 

Question. Let’s back up. When did you deliver the second rifle? 

Answer. To Birmingham? That would have been somewhere in late 
March, uh, 28th or 29th. 

* * * 

Question. When you delivered the rifle, who did you give it to? To 
Raoul, the same guy ? 

Answer. That’s correct, and that was in Birmingham, a motel. 
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Question. After you bring the second rifle back, Raoul looks 
at it, is that correct ? 

Answer. That’s correct. 

Question . He says it’s OK, it’s what he wants ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. OK, what happens then ? 

Answer. Well, there is some discussion about what, where 
I, where I should go and things like that, 5 or 10 minutes. 

Question. What was the content of the discussion ? 

Answer. Well, he wanted me to take it to Memphis and 
there was some addresses written down or something. 

Question . Do you remember those addresses ? 

Answer. One of them was the New Rebel Motel, I believe 
it was. And I should take it up there. I think it was Febru- 
ary 4th,— April the 3rd, and 

Question. Any particular time of day ? 

Answer. No, I don’t recall it, just April 3rd. 

Question. April the 3rd, you were to bring the gun to the 
New Rebel? 

Answer. Yes, that’s correct. 

Question. You were to check into the New Rebel ? Did he 
tell you to do that ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. And did he say anything about what he would be 
doing in the meantime ? 

Answer. I do have some recollection of him saying some- 
thing about he had to go to New Orleans. But if you asked 
me that yesterday, I probably wouldn’t know it, but that’s just 
something I recollect now. 

Question. Did he tell you why he would be going to New 
Orleans? 

Answer. Well, for some type of business or something. It 
had something to do with the gun transaction and so forth. 

Question. Did he say he would be, be meeting any specific 
people in New Orleans? 

Answer. No, I have clear recollection of New Orleans being 
mentioned, but I never have, I never, I don’t recall any names 
being mentioned or anything like that. (HSCA 5) 
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XII.— THE DRIVE TO MEMPHIS 
(March 30 to April 3, 1968) 

The five days from March 30 to April 3 have been a controversial 
period in Ray’s story. Evidence uncovered during the original inves- 
tigation into Dr. King’s assassination indicates that after the purchase 
of the second rifle in Birmingham on March 30, Ray returned to 
Atlanta, and that he was there on March 31 when he paid his second 
week’s rent to Garner, and on April 1 when he took his laundry to the 
cleaners. Ray denies this. He says that he dropped off the laundry on 
March 27, not March 30, and that he paid the rent a day in advance, 
before Raoul returned to Atlanta. ! 

Question. What day did you take your stuff to the cleaners? 

Answer. I probably took it to the cleaners four or five days 
after I was there, but I don’t know. 

Question . What date do you put that on ? 

Answer. Well, when did I take it out? I took it out the 
fifth, I must have put it in about the, it had to been longer 
than that. I had to put it in about the 27th of March, so it 
would be considerably longer than four or five days. 

* * * 

Question . Do you remember what day it was when you paid 
that rent ? 

Answer. The second time ? 

Question . Yes. 

Answer. No, I don’t recall what day it was. I think it was, 

I think I paid him in advance, that, maybe one day. I think 
I paid him maybe a day before the rent was due. (HSCA 4) 

Ray says that, instead of returning to Atlanta, he decided to drive 
straight to Memphis. 

Question. Was there any special reason why you did not go 
back to Atlanta, because you still could have made Memphis 
on the 3rd of April even if you went ba*;k to Atlanta? Was 
there any special reason for an agreement to drive slowly on 
the way to Memphis ? 

Answer. There wasn’t no agreement, but, that was my sug- 
gestion because I wasn’t interested, if I had to go to Memphis, 
to drive back to Atlanta and then to drive way back to 
Memphis I know the FBI says I went back to Memphis April, 
but that’s — (HSCA 4) 

The drive can be outlined as follows (HSCA 5) : 

1. March 30 — Ray spent the night in a motel somewhere 
between Birmingham and Florence, Alabama. 

2. March 31 — Ray spent the night in a motel in Florence, 
Alabama. 
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3. April 1 — Ray spent the night in a motel somewhere in 
northern Mississippi, probably in Corinth. 

4. Ray spent the night in the DeSoto Motel, in Mississippi 
just south of Memphis. 1 

Ray states that it took him four days to drive from Birmingham to 
Memphis. Ray has told the Committee that he only drove 3 or 4 hours 
a day — the rest of the time he simply lounged around. He says that he 
did not fire the rifle or even handle it during the drive. 2 

Question. Did you try the rifle out at all ? 

. Answer. No, I didn’t. 

. Question. Where was it, was it in the back seat or the trunk 
or where ? 

Answer. It was in the trunk, I assumed that, because I 
wouldn’t have laid it in lie back seat. (HSCA 5) 

There had also been some controversy about the DeSoto Motel. Ray 
originally told Huie and Hanes that this was the place where he had 
rendezvoused with Raoul. He told Foreman several months later that 
he had ihet Raoul at the New Rebel Motel, not the DeSoto. In his first 
interview with the Committee, Ray explains this confusion. 

Answer. * * * I' think, uh, I’m not sure how I made the 
accident, but I think when Hanes was defending me, or maybe 
it was Foreman, we got the motels mixed up. Uh, I think one 
reason we got the motels mixed-up is, I may have thought the 


'The version of the drive in HSCA 1 is inconsistent with this HSCA 5 ver- 
sion. The two accounts are contrasted below. 

March 29 '■ : 

HSCA 5 — Ray was in Birmingham buying the rifle. 

HSCA 1 — Ray was in some unidentified motel in Alabama. 

March SO . 

HSCA 5—Ray was somewhere between Birmingham and Florence, 

. ..... .. ; Alabama. 

HSCA 1 — Ray was in Florence. 

March 81 

HSCA 5 — Ray was in Florence, Alabama, 
ei”: - .HSCA 1* — Ray was in some unidentified motel in Alabama. 

April 1 

HSCA 5 — Ray was in northern Mississippi, probably in Corinth. 

HSCA 1 — Ray was in some unidentified motel in Alabama. 

a Huie states! in Dreamer; p. 115 that Ray told him he fired the rifle near 
Corinth; Mississippi. Ray has stated that he did give Hanes a story in 
August (HSCA 7) , and he has. even stated that he unintentionally gave Hanes 
some incorrect details. (HSCA 7) Ray denies that he told Huie this. In fact, Ray 
says that he did not handle the rifle at all during the drive. He testified in the 
Habeas Corpus proceedings that he had his pistol with him during the drive 
and therefore had no interest in the rifle. 

Question. Bid you ever try to put any shells in the second one (i.e. the 
second rifle, the 30.06) ? 

Answer. No, I never did. I had another one. I, wasn’t concerned too 
much about these. 

Question. What kind did you have ? 

Answer. A small one. 

■Question. A .38 Liberty Chief revolver? 

Answer. That’s correct. (Habeas Corpus, p. 068) 

In HSCA 4, however, Ray says that he didn’t have the pistol, that he had left 
it in Atlanta. 
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New Rebel was the DeSoto and vice-versa, I think maybe 
another reason was that none of the attorneys representing 
me — in fact, there’s no one ever found the DeSoto Motel until 
Harold Weisberg, he found it. (HSCA 1) 

He gives a similar explanation to Dan Rather. 

Question. So on April 2, you were at the DeSoto Motel in 
Mississippi ? And did you see Raoul at this time ? 

Answer. No, that’s where I — I had some conflict with at- 
torneys because I gave them — the hotel where I, actually 
named was a, a Rebel Motel. The New Rebel Motel in 
Memphis. But I got the motels confused, especially when — 
the attorney then that was representing was named Arthur 
Hanes. And he made a fairly good investigation, but he was 
unable to find this one motel. And I think that is how we got 
confused on these various names of the motels. 

After checking into the DeSoto sometime in the afternoon of April 2, 
Ray went to a nearby drugstore and bought himself a razor. 3 He says 
lie had left his old one in Atlanta. (HSCA 6) Either later that same 
day or the next day, Ray found a barber and got a haircut. (HSCA 5) 


8 Ray says that he left his old razor in Atlanta on March 29 (HSCA 6), and 
that he bought the new one in a Rexall Drug Store in Memphis on April 2, 
the same day that he got a haircut (HSCA 5). By April 2, Ray would have had 
a 4 or 5 days' growth, since he would not have shaved since March 29. He says, 
however, that it was his habit to shave every morning. (HSCA 7) 
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XIII.— THE NEW REBEL MOTEL 
(April 3, 1968) 

On April 3, Ray left the DeSoto Motel, drove across the Mississippi- 
Tennessee State line, and checked into a room at the New Rebel Motel 
in Memphis. Somewhere on a highway outside of Memphis he realized 
that one of his tires had a slow leak, so he stopped and changed it. 
(HSCA 2) 

Late that evening Raoul showed up. Ray says that he doesn’t know 
where Raoul was coming from or how he got there. 

Question, Well, you’ve met this, you’vfe met Raoul on differ- 
ent occasions as late as — the last time you met him before the 
rooming house, was at the New Rebel, is that right ? 

Answer. That’s correct. 

Question, What car did he drive ? 

Answer. I have no idea. 

Question, Well, when he came to the New Rebel, he came in 
a car, didn’t he ? 

Answer. I don’t know. He came to the door with a rain coat 
on and he knocked on the door. I let him in. I didn’t see any 
car. (HSCA 2) 

Raoul told Ray that he wanted him to go down to a particular rooming 
house on the river the next day and rent a room out of which they 
would then work the first stage of the gunrunning deal. Ray says that 
he figured Raoul wanted the room in a seedy, run-down part of town 
because it would be safer ; bums and winos would be less likely to take 
notice of any unusual activity, and Ray, Raoul, and the buyers would 
therefore be able to move about more freely. 1 

Question. * * * why couldn’t you have stayed at the New 
Rebel? Why did you have to move from one place to another? 

Answer. Well, I don’t know, I, uh, I couldn’t ask that. I 
was always moving, seems like I was always going from one 
place to the other. I assumed that that place was, uh, a place 
like that would be more conducive probably to something 
illegal than a place like the New Rebel, where more, more or 
less legitimate people’s around. Where, this place on Main 
Street, I understand now, was, you don’t think, nothing would 
be suspicious down there, or anything, any type of transaction 
would be normal. (HSCAl) 


1 Ray acknowledges that he did not feel very secure in the area of the rooming 
house. He even says he was worried someone might steal some of his belongings 
out of his room. 

Answer. * * * There was no lock on the door, that’s why I didn’t 
bring all my clothing up there, and things. I just brought the bare 
minimum. (HSCA 5) 
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Raoul wanted him to rent the room in his own name (presumably 
“Galt”) , but Ray argued that this was a bad idea and suggested he use 
the alias “John Willard.” Ray doesn’t remember where he got the 
Willard name. (HSCA 5) Raoul repeated some of the plan— about 
returning to Birmingham, getting more rifles, and running them into 
Mexico (HSCA 1)— and then wrote out the address of Jim’s Grill, a 
tavern beneath the rooming house, and told Ray to meet him there 
about 3 o’clock the next afternoon. 

Question, And you were to be in the room at what time? 

Answer. About 3 o’clock. 

Question, Did he say where he would meet you ? 

Answer. Well, I’m not — I’m not — I can’t recall all the 
details on this, but I think the first meeting was supposed to 
be in Jim’s Grill, underneath * * * (HSCA 5) 

Question, By the way, what, what were you looking for 
when you were looking for the rooming house? Did you have 
some note that you were looking at, some, some — ? 

Answer. Yes, I had a note. 

Question, What, what was on the note ? 

Answer. Ah, it was Jim’s Grill or Restaurant, or some' 
thing. 

Question, Was there an address ? 

Answer. I don’t know if it’s a grill — huh ? 

Question, Was there an address on it too? Yes? 

Answer. Yes. (HSCA 6) 

Sometime earlier in the day, Ray had brought the rifle into the room 
wrapped in a sheet or a bedspread, and it had remained wrapped up 
throughout their conversation. Just before Raoul left, Ray gave him 
the gun. 2 


2 Ray can only speculate on why Raoul was willing to assume the risk of trans- 
porting the rifle to Memphis himself : 

Question . Well wasn’t it the fact that you, what was the reason that 
he sent you in to buy the rifle rather than buy it himself? 

Answer. Well, I can’t, I can’t understand it, I don’t know. 

Question . Well wasn’t it that you were taking the risk, he was paying 
so you were taking the 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. — risk of buying the rifle and transporting the rifle? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Then why did he take it upon himself to transport the rifle 
from the New Rebel to this rooming house where all the world could see 
him walking in with that rifle into that rooming house in broad daylight? 

Answer. Well, I don’t know if there’s any testimony ever been how’s 
the rifle got to the rooming house. I don’t know, it could of been took up 
there at nighttime or it could of been, maybe it was never in there, I 
don’t know. 

* * * 

Question. * * * Uh, but you’re talking about a rifle that you are trans- 
porting all across the Mississippi to the New Rebel and then Raoul de- 
cides to transport it the last leg of the way up until the very place where 
he doesn’t want to be seen with the rifle if he’s planning to shoot Dr. 
King. Why, why do you suspect that he would of done that? Why didn’t 
he have you transport it up there? 

Answer. I really don’t know why, that would be relying on me quite 
a bit seems like to me to get a rifle in here a certain time. I, I suppose 
if you were going to shoot someone, you, you’d want, you really wasn’t 
sure whether it was going to be day or night, you’d want, you’d want 
to have it a little ahead of time. * * * (HSCA 6) 
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Question. Did you, did you give the rifle to him at the 

Answer. That’s correct. 

Question. — at the New Rebel ? 

Answer. That’s the last I saw of it. (HSCA 1 ) 

Question. When you brought it into the New Rebel, was 
there, was there anything wrapped around it ? 

Answer. Ah, I have a recollection of, something may have 
been wrapped around it, but I’m not, I’m not, I’m not posi- 
tive. I think, if I had to testify under oath, I would say it was 
something wrapped around it. 

Question. What ? 

Answer. Maybe a sheet, possibly a sheet. 

Question. So when you gave it to him there was a sheet 
wrapped around it? 

Answer. It might have been, yes, or something darker, but 
I’m not, I couldn’t — the only thing I would say is, there was 
something wrapped around it when I got rid of it. (HSCA 6) 

When Raoul left the motel room, he had the gun under his coat. 
(HSCA 5) 
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XIV.— FINDING BESSIE BREWER’S ROOMING HOUSE 

(April 4) 

Shortly before lunch the next day — the day Dr. King was shot — 
Kay checked out of the New Rebel, bought a local newspaper, and 
drove down around south Memphis looking for a sandwich and a 
beer and wasting time until 3 o’clock. (HSOA 5) Kay has stated that, 
although the newspaper had Dr. King’s picture on the front page, he 
didn’t pay any attention to it and didn’t know of the civil rights 
leader’s presence in town. 

Question . Did you pick up the newspaper, the Memphis 
newspaper during those, during that time (i.e. while driving 
around) ? 

Answer. I have no recollection of it but I usually always 
buy a morning paper so it would have been unusual if I hadn’t 
of bought it. 

Question . Did you know anything about the sanitiation 
workers’ strike ? 

Answer. No, I wouldn’t 

Question . Did you know that there was a sanitation work- 
ers’ strike while you were in Memphis ? 

Answer. No, I had no idea, sanitation strike. 

Question. Did you know that Dr. King was due to arrive in 
Memphis ? 

Answer. No, I had no idea then. 

Question . Did you know who Doctor King was ? 

Answer. I probably had a vague idea, but I don’t have any 
strong idea. As far as him arriving in Memphis, I understand 

he didn’t know he was supposed to arrive there himself. So — 

* * * 

Question. What I mean is, did you know that there was 
such a person when you were in Memphis ? Did you know that 
there was such a person as Dr. Martin Luther King, and that 
he was a — purported to be a civil rights leader ? 

Answer. At that time, at the particular time I was in Mem- 
phis I had no idea, but I probably, I may have had a vague 
idea that there was such an individual, but, if it would be in 
the paper, not only about him but President Johnson, or some- 
one else— * * * (HSCA 5) 

As the time for the scheduled meeting approached, Kay left south 
Memphis, drove into the downtown riverfront area, parked his car 
in a lot eight or nine blocks from the rooming house, and began to 
search for Jim’s Grill on foot. (HSCA 5) 1 He stopped and asked 

1 Hay has contradicted himself about the location of the lot. In the Habeas 
Corpus proceedings (p. 973) and in his interview with the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation, he said it was two or three miles from the rooming house. In 
HSCA 1, he said six blocks. In notes written for his attorney Robert Hill follow- 
ing the guilty plea, Ray stated that it was one mile. (The “Hill” material, here- 
inafter referred to as “Hill”, will be published as part of the Final Report.) 
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directions from a couple of people — perhaps the lot attendant, perhaps 
a bartender (20,000 No. 5) — before entering Jim’s Bar or Cafe, where 
he ordered a beer or drink and was told that Jim’s Grill was just 
down the street. (HSCA 5, HSCA 6) 2 In the cafe he noticed two 
strange men watching him. 3 

Answer. One was dressed like a Navy seaman or some- 
thing. The other one, he was dressed up, he had dark clothes 
on too. I guess everybody was wearing dark clothes around 
there. He had dark clothes on. 

Question. You say dressed up, was he wearing a peacoat 
or 

Answer. One of them was, yes. He looked like a^ well, one 
of them looked like a regular merchant seaman, the other one 
looked like he may be some type of officer or something. . 

Question. You mean a uniform? 

Answer. No. But, you know, he was — Just give you that 
appearance. Some people gives you certain appearances, some 
don’t. (HSCA 6) 

2 The implication in the Rather, and HSCA 1 interviews is that Ray went 
into Jim’s Bar because the name was similar to Jim’s Grill. For example, 

Answer. * * * I think it was Jim’s Bar or something — the names were 
so similar. I think one is Jim’s Grill and 

Question. That is just below the rooming house? 

Answer. That’s right underneath it (i.e. Jim’s Grill). But there is a 
grill named Jim’s too (i.e. Jim’s Bar), I believe, but it is across the 
street, down farther. And that was my problem the first time. I got in 
the wrong Jim’s. (Interview with Dan Rather) 

In HSCA 5 and HSCA 6, however, Ray says he did not learn the name of Jim’s 
Bar until after he was arrested, and that he was definitely not confusing this 
tavern with the grill he was looking for. He was simply asking for directions. 

3 There are some unresolved questions concerning these two strangers. First, 
Ray mentions only one stranger in the “20,000 Words.” 

* * * I saw one guy twice in both taverns on Main St., and he looked at 
me kind of funny * * * (20,000 No. 5) 

Secondly, Ray does not explain how these two men could have gotten into Jim’s 
Bar before he did, since he had just wandered in looking for directions himself. 
Ray later changes his story and states that the two men probably slipped into the 
bar after him. 

Question. * * * How would they know that you were going to inadvert- 
ently go in there? 

Answer. I, I couldn’t say. Unless they was following me when I got out 
of the car or something like that. 

Question. Following you when you got out of the car, and yet they were 
in there when you walked in ? 

Answer. I don’t know if they were in there when I walked in or not, 

I just saw them in there * * * (HSCA 6) 
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XV.— MOVEMENTS AROUND MAIN STREET 
(April 4) 


His difficulties in locating Jim’s Grill had made Ray a little late for 
his meeting with Raoul, so when he finally found the place, he went 
straight inside. Raoul apparently was running even further behind 
schedule than Ray, because he was not iu the tavern. 1 Much to Ray’s 
surprise, however, the two strange men from Jim’s Bar were there, 
observing him as before and acting suspiciously. 2 

Question , . Was Raoul in there (Jim’s Grill) when you saw 
this guy (actually two men) in there? 

Answer. No ; I don’t believe he was. 

Question . All right, when did you first 

Answer. The fact is, I’m positive. 

Question . When did you first see Raoul ? 

Answer. Well, that’s what makes me think that I seen Raoul 
the second time and seen this guy the first time, because I have 
no recollection at all of seeing both in there at the same time. 

Question . All right, so you, you didn’t see Raoul in there 
but you saw this guy in there ? 

Answer. Yes. , 

Question , . Then what did you do ? 

Answer. Ah, well, I think that’s when I left there and went 
down and got the Mustang. 

Question* All right, you brought the Mustang back, where 
did you park it ? 

Answer. Ah, I parked it in front of Jim’s Grill. (HSCA 6) 


1 In the HSCA 1 and HSCA 5 versions, Raoul was in Jim’s Grill when Ray 
first went in. 

Question. And when you parked at 3 :30, then you walked to the — to 
the rooming house and went into the rooming house and rented the room. 

Is that correct? 

Answer. That’s correct. 

Question . Did you go into Jim’s Grill before you went into the rooming 
house? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. And what happened when you went into Jim’s Grill? 

Answer. That’s where we — I met the individual — in Jim’s Grill. 

Question. And what happened when you met him there? 

Answer. Well, that’s when we discussed renting the room and all 
that * * * (HSCA 1) 

2 The two strangers’ reappearance is surprising. Ray says that they were 
able to leave the first tavern before Ray and guess that he was going to the Grill. 
Perhaps they asked the bartender in Jim’s Bar where he was headed, or perhaps 
they just got to the Grill by coincidence, but at any rate they got there before 
Ray did (although Ray also suggests that they must have followed him). It was 
their uncanny ability to follow his movements which first made Ray suspicious. 
(HSCA 6) 

Except in the “20,000 Words” and HSCA 6, Ray does not mention these stran- 
gers in any account. 
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Having walked back to the parking lot to get his car, 8 Ray drove to 
the Grill, parked outside on the street, went in and found Raoul wait- 
ing for him. 4 By this time the two strangers had left. 

Question. * * * you parked the car right, directly in front 
of Jim’s Grill ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. All right, then what did you do ? 

Answer. Then that’s, I think that’s when I met Raoul, after 
I parked the car at that time. 

Question. Where did you meet Raoul at ? 

Answer. Inside there. 

Question. Was this guy (i.e. the two strangers) still there? 

Answer. No; Now, when I went in there the second time 
there wasn’t nobody in there except this guy that calls himself 
Raoul. I do remember that clearly, because the first time I was 
in there, there was quite a few people in there. (HSCA 6) 

As was his fashion, Raoul was wearing a buttoned-up shirt with no 
tie, a suit coat, a dark shirt, and dark blue or brown pants. (HSCA 6) 
He may also have had a transistor radio in his pocket. (HSCA 6) 5 
Ray says that he himself was wearing a white shirt, a necktie, and a 
dark gray or blue suit. (HSCA 6) 

After speaking briefly with Raoul, Ray went upstairs, 6 rented a 
room from Bessie Brewer, and signed the rooming house register. 7 

Answer. I inquired with the lady if she had a room, and 
she said she had two. She said she had a sleeping room and 
a housekeeping room. I don’t — * * * 

Question. A housekeeping room would be a bigger room 
with a stove and with kitchen utilities ? 

Answer. That’s correct. * * * 

Question. Did you go into the housekeeping room ? 

Answer. I don*t recollect if she showed me or not. She may 
have showed it to me. * * * 

* According to HSOA 1 and HSOA 5, Ray rented the room before he returned 
to get his car. Ray claims that he has no direct recollection of these events, that 
he is just “reconstructing” them. 

Answer. * * * I know I went back and got the car from the parking 
lot, but I'm not real certain just when I got it, whether it was before I 
rented the room or after I rented the room. I’ll just have to reconstruct 
this on what I think I would do now, and I think I would probably get 
the car after I rented the room. (HSCA 5) 

In HSCA 1 and HSCA 5 Ray states he rented the room and then returned to 
the parking lot. HSCA 5, however, also includes a meeting with Raoul in Jim’s 
Grill after the rental but before the return to the car. This meeting is not men- 
tioned at all in HSCA 1. 

* Ray says in HSOA 1 and HSCA 5 that he did not meet Raoul in the GriU 
after getting the car. 

5 Ray has mentioned this transistor radio on several occasions. In “Hill”, 
Ray suggests that Raoul and others may have been keeping in touch by radio and 
coordinating their movements. This is the only time Ray makes such a suggestion. 

8 In “Hill”, Ray says that he sat in the car with Raoul for several min- 
utes after returning from the parking lot but before renting the room. He then 
went in, rented the room, came back outside, and sat with Raoul in the car again. 

7 In “Hill”, Ray said that he did not sign the register. 
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Question, Well, I’m just asking you, at this time do you 
know where that other room faced ? 

Answer. I’m not sure she showed me. I have a vague recol- 
lection that she told me, she said something about I have two 
rooms, and she said something about a, she may have shown 
me the one and mentioned something about she had a sleep- 
ing room. But I took the sleeping room. I don’t recall all the 
details. * * * 

Question, Did you sign a register there ? 

Answer. Yes. (HSCA 5) 

Apparently Raoul remained downstairs in the Grill while Ray rented 
the room. Ray says that Raoul never gave him any instructions about 
which room to rent or ever showed any general interest* 

Question, Did he tell you where he wanted that room to be 
in the rooming house ? 

Answer. No. That was, it was just a mention of the room, 
and that was it. 

Question, For all you knew, you could have been in a room 
that faced out onto Main Street, right ? 

Answer. Well, these rooms are, there’s no problem going 
from one to the other if you want to go in one. 

Question, But he didn’t give you any directions, you could 
have just as easily taken a room in the, as you just go directly 
up the stairs facing the front and Main Street right? 

Answer. I don’t recall at this time any directions to rent 
any specific room. (HSCA 5) 

Sometime shortly after he paid the landlady, Ray was joined in the 
room by Raoul. 8 Ray says that Raoul didn’t have the rifle with him 
then or at any other time when they were together that day. 8 

8 In “Hill”, Hay said that Raoul and he sat in the Mustang immediately after 
he rented the room. They were still in the car when Raoul told him to go buy 
the binoculars. , „ 

Ray neglects to mention in the HSCA 6 version or the 20,000 Words (No. 5) — 
the version described in the Staff Report— how Raoul eventually came to be in the 
room he had rented. In HSCA 1, and HSCA 5, Ray did explain how Raoul got to 
Rm. 5B. In this explanation, Ray met Raoul in the Grill the first time, rented the 
room, and then returned to get the car. A question arises, however, in that Ray 
says that, after paying the landlady, he went straight to the parking lot without 
stopping in the Grill to tell Raoul which room he had taken. When he returned 
to the rooming house he says he went upstairs and found Raoul in 5B, but 
he can’t explain how Raoul had gotten up there. As mentioned elsewhere, Ray 
states very explicitly that Raoul had never told him which room to rent or even 
shown any particular interest. Ray has made several suggestions to help ex- 
plain his story : first, perhaps Raoul asked Bessie Brewer ; second, perhaps Raoul 
went up and looked around the house until he found Ray’s room (though Ray 
had left nothing in it) ; third, perhaps Raoul knew the lay-out of the rooming 
house already; and finally, perhaps Raoul had his own room there. (HSCA 6) 
• Ray says he did not take the rifle up to the room or ever see any weapons in 
the area. In HSCA 2, however, he refers several times to the guns which he 
figured were in the area. For example, 

Question. You assumed that the shooting had occurred from the room- 
ing house at the time you heard about your white — a white Mustang be- 
ing mentioned in connection with the shooting? 

Answer. Well, that went through my mind, with all them rifles and 
things up there * * * (HSCA 2) 
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Question. Had you seen any guns in the rooming house ? 

Answer. No ; I hadn’t saw any. 

Question. On any of the occasions that you saw Raoul in 
the rooming house, did you see him with a rifle or a con- 
tainer that might contain a rifle ? 

Answer. No; I didn’t see anything up there. I think pos- 
sibly a radio. (HSCA 2) 

Raoul told Ray that he wanted him to go down the street and purchase 
a pair of infra-red binoculars at a particular store. 10 Ray left the 
rooming house and walked north on Main Street, but he was unable to 
locate the store Raoul had in mind so he returned to the room, got more 
precise directions, and tried again. This time he found the store. When 
he asked for the infra-red glasses he was told he would have to go to an 
Army surplus store. Believing that Raoul wouldn’t really care, he pur- 
chased a pair of regular binoculars, paid for them with some of the 
money he had left over from the rifle purchase in Birmingham, and 
returned once more to Brewer’s. (HSCA 1, HSCA 2) He may have 
stopped for a sandwich along the way. When he got to the room- 
ing house, he picked up some of his belongings from the trunk of the 
Mustang and took them upstairs. (20,000 No. 5) 11 These belongings 
included the overnight bag and its contents, the bedspread, and the 
newspaper. (HSCA 6) 

Ray says that at various times during this afternoon he visited the 
Chickasaw Restaurant and Jim’s Grill. It is difficult to determine 
exactly when he went where. In HSCA 6, Ray says that he was in Jim’s 
Grill three times : once, before going to get his car, when he had a beer 
and saw the two strangers from Jim’s Bar; once, after returning with 
his car, when he had a coke or a beer and talked with Raoul ; and once, 
sometime later, with Raoul (he says he is possibly confusing this with 


“The story of the purchase of the binoculars outlined in the Staff Report 
involves two trips to the store. In the “20,000 Words,” however, Ray wrote that 
he only went to the store one time and did not get lost. 

♦ * * After we had got up to the room, he told me I might as well bring 
my things uip, as we would be there three or four days. Also to go down 
to a store (which he directed me) and get a pair of infrared binoculars, 
as the people wanted some of them too. I went to the store and asked for 
a set of infra-red glasses, but the salesman told me you had to get them 
at Army Surplus, as you couldn’t buy that type of lens at civilian stores. 

I then bought a set of regular binoculars, thinking I could get the lens at 
a surplus store. On my way back I got my suitcase out of the back of the 
car. (20,000 No. 5) 

In “Hill”, Ray says he and Raoul were sitting in the Mustang when 
Raoul told him to purchase the binoculars. 

11 Ray contradicts this sequence of events in HSCA 5, when he says that he 
took his belongings out of the Mustang after getting his car from the lot but 
before going to purchase the binoculars. 

Answer. * * * I assumed if he wanted the binoculars, he would be 
there waiting for me to get them when I came back. So I just threw my 
suitcase on the bed and threw — I think I threw the bedspread on the 
thing, and sat down on the bed and discussed it, and that was it. (HSCA 
5) 
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the first visit). (HSCA 6) 12 At the Chickasaw, a nearby drugstore, he 
had a meal or perhaps some ice cream after he bought the binoculars. 
(HSCA 1) 

13 This HSCA 6 version provides the clearest outline of these trips to the res- 
taurants. In other interviews, however, Ray is much less definite. For example, 

Question. So you gave the binoculars over to him, you were in the room 
for about 2 or 3 minutes, you think? 

Answer. Approximately. 

Question. And then you went out — you think you went left rather than 
right, as you had gone with the binoculars? 

Answer. Well, I could have went three places, either left to the 
Chickasaw, or downstairs to the tavern, or to the other tavern where 
I think I had a sandwich or something. (HSCA 2) 
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XVI.— THE TRIP TO THE GAS STATION S/THE 
ASSASSINATION 

(April 4) 

After getting something to eat at the Chickasaw, Ray returned to 
his room, where Raoul told him he would need the car that evening. 
Ray is not sure whether Raoul told him to stay away from the room- 
ing house, or whether he simply decided for himself to go out. In any 
event, Ray left Raoul in the room and went down to sit in the Mustang 
for 10 or 15 minutes. 

Question, Five twenty, where were you (i.e. after the trip 
to the Chickasaw) ? 

Answer. That’s probably when I was at the, I was in the 
room at 

Question, And what happened then ? 

Answer. That’s when we had the discussion about, he, he 
was going to use the Mustang that night, and I could go some- 
where and kill some time, or somewhere, a movie or some- 
thing, and I think about that time, I think I — I know I sat 
in the car one time about ten minutes thinking what I was 
going to do. * * * (HSCA 5) 

When he left the Mustang, Ray went over to Jim’s Bar, from where 
he intended to go on to a movie. 1 2 At the bar, however, he remembered 
he had never fixed the tire which had developed a leak on the highway 
the day before. Since Raoul would be using the car in a short while, 
he decided he would get the tire fixed first, and then go to the movie.* 


1 In some of his interviews Ray says that he went into Jim’s Grill sometime 
before going to Jim’s Bar, but he is not consistent on this point. In the Rather 
interview, HSCA 2, and HSCA 6, Ray doesn’t mention the Grill at all. In HSCA 1, 
however, he thinks that he went into the Grill after speaking to Raoul but before 
sitting in the Mustang. In HSCA 5 he says he went into the Grill after sitting in 
the Mustang. 

In most of his interviews (e.g. HSCA 1 ; HSCA 2; HSCA 5), Ray claims that 
he went over to Jim’s Bar after leaving the Mustang. In HSCA 6, however, Ray 
says this was not Jim’s Bar but some other tavern near Jim’s Bar. This third 
tavern was near the cinema where he intended to go after fixing the Mustang, 
but he can’t remember where Jim’s Bar was in relation to the cinema. (HSCA 6) 

2 Since 1969, Ray has consistently told the “gas station” story which is out- 
lined in the narrative. Before that, however, he told what has come to be known 
as the “sheet story.” Ray has acknowledged on several occasions that he told it 
to Hanes. He claims that Huie was pressuring him to produce some dramatic 
details about the assassination, especially about possible KKK involvement, so 
he invented the story and gave it to Hanes. Ray says that Hanes immediately 
realized that Ray was fabricating the story. 

The story is as follows. 

Ray was sitting in the Mustang at 6 o’clock, when he heard a shot. He 
saw Raoul run down to the street from the room, throw down the rifle 
and bundle, and then hop into the car with him, covering himself with 

(Continued) 
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Answer. * * * I went to the tavern, and I was in there for 
a while, and then I, the night before that, I had a flat tire, and 
I hadn’t been able to get it fixed. TTh, so I came back up and 
decided to get it fixed. * * * (HSCA 1) 

Eay drove to two different service stations — perhaps a Phillips 
and/or a Gulf — about eight blocks from the rooming house, but he 
doesn’t think that he ever got any service at either one. The first was 
definitely busy and unable to help him, and the second, though it per- 
haps sold him some gas, was also unable to repair the tire. (HSCA 1) 3 

f Answer. Well, I drove off and I made a right hand turn, 
and, I don’t know exactly, I can’t recall just how far I drove 
off, and I went several blocks the other way, and I run into 
this service station down there. I have some recollection of 
there being two of them down there because I think I went 
in two of them. 

Question. Two service stations ? 

Answer. Yes. I think the first one of them, I think I asked 
to get the car fixed. It was a busy time of day, and I think I 
may have gotten some gasoline at the other one, but I don’t, 

I’m not sure just * * * (HSCA 2) 

Unable to get the tire patched, Eay circled back around to the area 
of the rooming house and discovered a police car parked sideways on 
Main Street blocking traffic. Something about the squad car made him 


(Continued) 

a sheet. Ray drove off, and after about eight blocks, Raoul hopped back 
out at a red light. Ray then drove south. 

Ray’s testimony in the Habeas Corpus is curious. He seems to suggest that he told 
Hanes that he, Ray, dropped the gun on the sidewalk, not Raoul. 

Question. Did Mr. Hanes ask you how come those binoculars were 
found there on the sidewalk at 422% Main, and how that binocular strap 
happened to be found in the room you rented ? 

Answer. He asked me generally if I had any ideas on it. That’s when 
we began going into these hypotheses. 

Question. Did you tell him the truth? 

Answer. I told him the truth. 

Question. The hypothesis is not necessarily the truth, is it? 

Answer. Well, I suppose if I told him I didn’t dump it down there he 
would try to figure out who did and why. 

Question. And you told him you did dump it down there? 

Answer. That’s correct. 

Question. You told him you were sitting in the car about 6:00 and 
someone came running out and went down and jumped in the back seat, 
right? 

Answer. No. I believe that’s what I told Mr. Huie about three or four 
months later. (Habeas Corpus, p. 974) 

8 At the first station, he says, he inquired about having his back rear tire re- 
paired. There was considerable traffic in and out of the station, so Ray was 
forced to wait. Eventually he was told that the attendant could not repair the 
'tire at that time, so he left and went on to the second station. There he thinks 
that he bought gas. Ray’s explanation for his failure to request gas at the first 
station and his failure to request a tire repair at the second station is that he 
was nervous — he felt he was being followed, and he was on edge because of the 
guns in the rooming house. (HSCA 2) 
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nervous, so he turned south and drove out of Memphis. 4 He thinks 
that he drove through some of the poorer, black neighborhoods in his 
effort to get to a main thoroughfare. (HSCA 2) 

Answer. * * * and the garage attendant, whatever he was, 
he said it was the busy time of day, and he didn’t have time to 
fix it or something, so I drove on around, and, I guess it would 
be going south. I turned around and circled back toward the 
rooming house, and when I got to, it was either a block from 
the rooming house, or a half — It was either a block and a half, 
or a half block, I don’t know which. But there was a police car 
parked in the middle of the street. And, I’m not sure whether 
the police told me to get out of there or 1 just instinctively got 
out, but I know I, I took off, I went the other direction, I 
went south * * * (HSCA 1) 

Although Ray says he doesn’t remember hearing any ambulance or 
police sirens and certainly never heard the shot (HSCA 2), he says 
he must have been at or just leaving one of the service stations when 
Dr. King was killed. 5 He frequently adds, however, that this is based 
not on a recollection but on his investigation of the case. 

Question. Do you recall where you were? Just give us a full 
statement about what happened. Where you were when Dr. 
King was killed. 

Answer. Well, we made investigations of statements and 
interviewed various witnesses and things like that. We tried 
to pin down just where I was at. And, I was most, most likely 
either in a service station or just leaving it. * * * (Inter- 
view with Mark Lane, February 7, 1977) 


* Ray has frequently changed his story about whether he spoke to the policeman 
in the squad car. 

(1) He told Dan Rather that the policeman told him to clear out of the area. 

(2) He told the Committee in HSCA 1 that he was not sure whether the cop 
told him to leave or whether he just took off “instinctively.” 

(3) In HSCA 2 Ray said that he didn’t think the cop said anything to him. 
Perhaps he just waved him off. 

(4) Finally, in HSCA 5, Ray decided that the cop neither spoke to him nor 
waved him off. 

5 In “Hill”, Ray says that he was either at the service station or the “Drug 
Store Restaurant” when the shot was fired. 
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XVII.— FLIGHT FROM MEMPHIS 
(April 4r-5, 1968) 

Ray says that he was ignorant of Raoul’s involvement in any plot to 
assassinate Dr. King, but that he did become nervous when he saw thfe 
policemen in the neighborhood of the rooming house. He says that he 
had four reasons for fleeing Memphis : a natural instinct to avoid the 
police ; his nervousness about the rifle and the gunrunning operation ; 
a suspicion that informants might be giving the police information 
about the operation ; and his fugitive status. 

Question . Why did you decide just to get out of there when 
you saw the police car ? 

Answer. Well, I— -There were guns around there, and that’s 
one reason, that’s a violation of the law. I had a twenty year 
sentence in Missouri, and that’s another one. I didn’t want to 
be questioned by the police under any circumstances. 

Question. What about ? 

Answer. I think maybe instinct might have been stronger 
than any one of those reasons. I think the natural thing to do 
is just to get away, out of there, from the police. 

* * * 

Question . Had Raoul given you any instructions or any 
indication whatever that he might be involved in something 
in that rooming house, that it might cause a sudden visit by 
the police ? 

Answer. Well, I guess that rifle was enough, plus the con- 
versation that maybe I may get more and bring up there, there 
was enough conversation to that. I knew that it wouldn’t be 
unusual for the police to break in there. And of course there 
was a lot of Informants floating around there. (HSCA 2) 

Although he wanted to get away from Brewer’s rooming house, Ray 
says that he wasn’t intending to leave the area or run-out on Raoul. He 
only wanted to drive out of town far enough to be safe from the police, 
and then he intended to stop at a phone booth and call New Orleans to 
learn what had happened. 1 

1 Ray has frequently said that he intended to drive all the way to New Orleans 
and then call his contact. For example, 

Answer. * * * it was my intention to go to New Orleans to try to find 
out what more or less happened in the area * * * (Lane Interview ; see 
also Rather interview and HSCA 1) 

Ray has acknowledged, however, that he was mistaken if and when he ever told 
anyone that he intended to go to New Orleans. 

Question. I thought you were telling us the last time (i.e. HSCA 1) 
that your intention was to go to New Orleans after you saw the poUce 
car. Was that what you told us the last time? 

Answer. No, uh — Well, if I did, I told you wrong. My intention was 
never to go down there. (HSCA 2) 
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Answer. * * * My intention was that, to get out of the area 
so that certain, certain — maybe a few miles and call New Or- 
leans and try to find out it something happened, and if it 
wasn’t, why I would have went On back. (HSCA 2) 

Somewhere just south of Memphis, however, he turned on his radio 
and learned, in two broadcasts, that Dr. King had been murdered. The 
first broadcast had no details about the slaying, and Kay says that he 
really didn’t pay that much attention to it. 2 

Question . What did that first broadcast that you heard say, 
as best as you can remember ? 

Answer. Well, the first broadcast, I think it said that 
Martin Luther King had been wounded or shot or something. 

It didn’t say he had been murdered or anything like that. It 
just said it was some kind of a shooting, or something. It was 
kind of vague. 

* * * 

Question , . I’m talking about the 10 or 15 minutes between 
the time that you first heard the bulletin until the time that 
this Mustang was mentioned (i.e. the second broadcast) , when 
you first heard the bulletin that Dr. King had been shot. Did 
you in your mind then realize that this had nothing to do with 
you or Raoul ? 

Answer. I didn’t even pay too much attention to that. There 
was another bulletin, and I listened to it, and I think music 
was on before it, and 

Question . But his question is that, when you heard that, did 
you at least then assume that that must have been what that 
police car was blocking the 

Answer. No, no, there was no connection there whatsoever. 
(HSCA 2) 

Fifteen minutes after the first broadcast Ray heard a second broadcast 
which announced that the police were looking for a white Mustang in 
connection with the assassination. Ray apparently decided that the 
police were looking for his Mustang, so he changed his plans and 
turned east across Mississippi, headed for Atlanta. 

Question, . And you then heard a second bulletin, is that 
correct? 

Answer. I’m not sure if that was a bulletin. That may have 
been the news. 

Question , . You heard a second matter on- — what can you best 
remember, did you hear in that ? 

Answer. Well, I don’t know what else. I know they men- 
tioned the white Mustang. 


2 According to this version of the two radio broadcasts described in the Staff 
Report, Ray paid very little attention to the first broadcast and only turned east 
towards Atlanta when he heard the second broadcast. In “Hill”, however, Ray 
contradicts this story and says that he turned east after hearing the first 
broadcast. 

* * * When I got quite a way into Mississippi, I heard King had been 
shot. I then turned left at the next intersection toward Alabama. Next 
I heard a white Mustang was seen in the area. Then I had to assume 
they were looking for me. * * * 
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Question, What do you remember that they said about a 
white Mustang ? 

Answer. Well, they said it was leaving the area, or some- 
thing like that. 

Question . Did they tell you then whether King was dead or 
not? 

Answer. I don’t recall. I don’t recall too much about — I 
wasn’t paying too much, a lot of attention to it until they 
mentioned the Mustang. I got interested in it then. * * * 
(HSCA 2) 

Kay has given some reasons why he associated himself and his 
Mustang with the assassination. Ray says that he was generally appre- 
hensive about the gunrunning deal. This apprehension developed into 
a suspicion that Raoul was not only a gunrunner but a conspirator in 
Dr. King’s assassination. 

Question, Well, that’s what I’m trying to pinpoint — when 
you started to think Raoul may be involved in the shooting of 
Dr. King, what was it you were thinking of ? It can’t be the 
broadcast about the car (because Raoul had not been in the car 
all day, and anyway Ray had been in it, away from the scene, 
at the time of the murder), it’s got to be some other things, 
and what were they ? 

Answer. Well, of course, the guns was always a considera- 
tion. I thought that when I, I first pulled out of the area in the 
car — but I hate to keep getting back to this same thing, but 
that Mustang was what really concerned me. 

Question . That’s why you wanted to get out of there, but 
I’m trying to find out what is it that made you decide or think 
Raoul may be involved in the shooting of King ? 

Answer. Well, I think it was his association with the 
Mustang, he was in the general area, and, of course, the guns. 
(HSCA 2) 

Ray describes his thinking at this time as follows : 

Answer. * * * The assumptions were step by step. The 
first assumption I made was when they started looking for 
the Mustang, was that they were looking probably for me. If 
they were looking for me, then the next assumption was that 
they might have been looking for this Raoul, and there may 
have been some offense committed in this area. (HSCA 2) 

Once he had heard the second broadcast and absorbed what he 
believed to be the broadcast’s implication, Ray changed his mind about 
calling New Orleans and decided instead to get out of the country, 
into Canada. He states that he wanted to disassociate himself as com- 
pletely as possible from Raoul and any unknown conspirators. 

Question, What was the reason you didn’t call the New 
Orleans number to find out what had really happened ? 

Answer. Well, if it was the King matter it is obvious I’d 
gotten in something a lot more serious than what I was led to 
believe. If someone misleads you, you don’t try to contact 
them and make some kind of arrangements with them. 
(HSCA 2) 
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Before leaving for Canada, Ray believed he would have to return to 
Atlanta to get his clothes, his pistol, and some other belongings. He 
says he realized that returning to Atlanta was risky, but it was late 
at night and he nowhere else to go. In addition, in Atlanta he could 
remove all his fingerprints from his room at Gamer’s. (HSCA 2) 
During the drive east, Ray decided that the camera equipment — 
which he had ordered for Raoul in Birmingham and which Raoul had 
never touched or even looked at — was suspicious, so he threw it all out 
of the car on the road somewhere in Mississippi or Alabama. He says 
that he also threw out some other miscellaneous items. 3 

Question. Well, what’s the reason for throwing stuff like 
that out, that hasn’t even been used for anything ? 

Answer. Well, I just wanted to get rid of everything that 
would connect me with the Mustang. Or that would connect 
me with anything. I wiped my fingerprints off the 
Mustang. * * * 

Question. How would the fact that those cameras were 
found on your person, how would that have connected you to 
the crime of shooting Dr. King ? 

Answer. I didn’t think they would connect me with that. 

I was trying to get rid of anything that would, would leave 
any type of trail to me or anything, or help the police in any 
manner. (HSCA 2) 

Ray remembers that he drove through Florence, Alabama, and on 
to Birmingham, where he considered stopping, abandoning the car, 
and catching a bus to Atlanta. He realized that it was dangerous to 
stay in the Mustang. Birmingham, however, was dark and deserted, 
and Ray decided he would be better off if he drove on into Atlanta 
himself, taking side roads. The only stop he remembers making was 
at a gas station just outside Atlanta about dawn, where he made his 
first attempt to wipe the car clean of prints. (HSCA 2) 


8 Ray says in HSCA 2 that he threw away an nncashed check to him from 
Superior Bulk Film Co., the outfit in Chicago from which he had ordered Raoul’s 
camera equipment. In HSCA 7, Ray denies that he threw the check away during 
this drive to Atlanta and claims instead that he kept it until he got to Canada. 
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XVIII. — ATLANTA II 
(April 5, 1968) 

When he got to Atlanta, Ray found an inconspicuous parking lot 
where he left his car after wiping it clean of prints. 

Question, And then you arrived in Atlanta. Can you tell us 
what happened from the time you arrived in Atlanta? 

Answer. Well, I got on one of the freeways, and there was 
a lot of traffic, I remember, about this time. And I drove out 
looking for a place to park, and I parked in a parking 
lot * * * 

Question, Had you ever been to that area before in Atlanta ? 

Answer. No. * * * 

Question, What happened when you parked the car ? 

Answer. Well, I got out of the car, I think I, before I got 
out I think I wiped the, wiped it oft lightly, the rear view 
mirror. And I didn’t know if I locked it up or not. And then 
I, then I walked in the general direction of where I thought 
was the rooming house. I’m not certain now how I found the 
rooming house, whether I got a cab. I think I got a cab, yeah, 

I believe I did get a cab to the rooming house. (HSCA 2) 

Back in his room at Garner’s, he threw out his typewriter and some 
other things which he couldn’t take to Toronto. lie thinks he put the 
typewriter either in the trash can or in the basement. Some things he 
left in the room — a pair of trousers and a shirt belonging to Raoul, a 
copy of the L,A, Free Press, and a copy of a John Birch Society 
brochure — and some things, like his pistol, he packed up. 

Answer. * * * I think the only articles I left in there were 
a, I think there were some clothing there. I don’t think they 
were mine, I think they belonged to this guy they call himself 
Raoul. There was some pants, they were way too small for 
me. I think he left a couple pair of pants in there one time. 

The only thing I left in there was, was a copy of a Los 
Angeles F ree Press newspaper and a J ohn Birch Society let- 
ter. I’d wrote to them asking for immigration information. 

I left them in there and — you know, to try to throw the 
police off 

* * * 

Answer. * * * I think I had a, I had a pistol there, too, I 
think I probably wanted to get hold of it. It was in the base- 
ment, buried in the basement. (HSCA 7) 
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About 8 or 9 a.m., he went to the cleaners and picked up some shirts 
he had left there. 

Answer. Well, the first thing I did, I threw a lot of things 
in the garbage can, and I threw, I think I threw a lot of stuff 
in the basement of the rooming house, and I went up and got 
some clothing I had in the cleaners. 

Question. This is the same — the same person waited on you 
when you picked up the clothing as when you put it in ? 

Answer. I can’t — I can’t recall that. I think it was, but I 
know — I believe it was a woman, but I can’t recall if it was 
the same one. 

Question. Did you ever use that laundry, that particular 
laundry, before that occasion ? 

Answer. No, I put those — I put some laundry in there, I 
think, about — I put them in there before I went to Birming- 
ham, and then I picked them up when I came — came back 
* * * (HSCA 7) 

Having taken care of all these matters, Bay took a cab to the bus 
station, left his suitcase there, and then went to a tavern, where he 
waited until his bus left, sometime between 3 and 5 p.m. (HSCA 7) 1 

Answer. * * * I think, before the bus — I think what hap- 
pened, I think I took the suitcase down and checked it into 
the bus station, and stalled around, I do recall being in a 
tavern once. And that’s the only thing I rem , I can re- 

member being in the tavern, taking a cab, and I can remem- 
ber being in the — picking up the weapon that I had buried in 
the basement. (HSCA 7) 


1 In the “20,000 Words,” Ray says he left about 1 p.m. 
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XIX.— TRIP TO CANADA 
(April 5-6, 1968) 

Ray describes the trip from Atlanta to Canada as follows : 

On the trip from Atlanta to Toronto, I took a bus from 
Atlanta to Cinn., Ohio, on the 5th of April. The bus was due to 
leave Atlanta about 11:30 a.m., but it left about 1 p.m., 
“Late for some reason.” I arrived in Cinn. about 1 : 30 a.m. on 
the 6th of April. I had about an hour and half layover in Cinn. 
I went to a tavern as I didn’t want to stay in bus station. I 
think the taverns close there at 2 : 30 a.m. I arrived at Detroit 
about 8:00 a.m., still the 6th April. I then caught a cab to a 
train station. * * * Was told at train station would have to 
take a cab to Windsor, Canada. Then I went and got a shave. 
I remember I had trouble as the barber said he didn’t shave 
customers anymore. “This station was not in main part of 
town.” * * * I took a cab to Windsor and got there about 
10 or 11 a.m. The train left for Toronto about 20 minutes 
after I got there. I arrived in Toronto about 5 p.m. on the 
6th of April. (20,000 No. 8) 
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XX. — CANADA II — TORONTO 
(April 6 to May 6, 1968) 

Ray says that he arrived in Toronto on the evening of April 6, and 
that he immediately rented a room from a Polish woman, Mrs. Szpa- 
kowski, on Ossington Street. 

Question. OK, when you got into Toronto at about 7 p.m. 
on the 6th, what did you do ? 

Answer. I went looking for a place to stay, lodging. 

Question . And where did you go ? 

Answer. Well, I just walked down the street. I must have 
walked two or three, two miles, and I probably found this 
place on Ossington, I believe the name of the street is 
Ossington. 

Question . Right. And what did you do there at Ossington ? 

Answer. Well, I think they had a room for, places for rent, 
and I rented one. I think the lady was Polish, she couldn’t 
speak, she spoke broken English, and I told her what I wanted. 

I think I told her I was a seaman or something, and she rented 
me things, and I think I told her my luggage was in the, 
somewhere else, and, and that was it. 

Question . What, what name did you rent it under ? 

Answer. I don’t think, I don’t think she asked me for a 
name. I think I just — I Imow she spoke broken English and 
all that. I think I gave her a name a couple of days later. 

Question . What name were you prepared to use if she had 
asked you to sign the register ? 

Answer. Well, I don’t know, I most likely would have been 
prepared to use a name, but I can’t think just what I had in 
mind. It’s probably — I’m searching — I had some type of name 
to give her. I don’t think it would have been the Galt name. 
(HSCA 7) 

On April 8, the Monday after his arrival, Rav began to search for 
a suitable alias under which to get a passport. 1 In the office of a Toronto 
newspaper, he was allowed to view microfilm of the paper’s past issues, 
and he found three names in the 1932 birth announcements which he 
felt would be suitable. 2 


1 It should be noted that, at this time, Ray claims he still thought he needed 
a “guarantor,” someone who would have to swear to Ray’s two-year residence in 
Canada before Ray could get a passport. This was what he had been told in Mon- 
treal in 1967, and he shys that he had learned nothing which might have changed 
his mind during the intervening 9 months. (HSCA 8) 

1 Ray has contradicted himself on number of names he found in the newspaper 
flies. In the “20,000 Words” (No. 23), he claims he found 10. In HSCA 5 this 
becomes 4 or 5. In HSCA 7, the number became 3. 
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Question. Where did you go to get those newspaper files? 

Answer. I don’t know which newspaper. I went to a news- 
paper and they, there was a machine there and they gave some 
films, some woman did, and I checked out the back birth 
certificates near to my own age. And the only thing I recall 
about them, and they gave the name and the birth certificate 
and they gave the name, the husband’s name, and I think they 
give the wife’s name, I think they — “nee,” I think it is, “nee” 
something, and that’s all I recall. 

Question . And how many names did you get out of the news- 
paper files ? 

Answer. I think I got two, three, but I can’t recall but two, 
Bridgman and Sneyd is the only two that I recall. 

Question . What newspaper office was this? 

Answer. I couldn’t say. 

Question. How did you think about going to the newspaper 
office ? What prompted you to do that ? 

Answer. Well, there’s really only two — I’d been trying to 
get out of the United States for years on some system like 
this. There’s really only two ways I’ve ever read where you 
get out, either through the newspapers and get back names 
or go to the graveyard, and I did both, and I figured the news- 
papers seemed to have more information. 

Question . So you did both? You went to the graveyard? 
Answer. Yes, that’s correct. (HSCA7) 

Resolving that same day to use the Bridgman name as his alias, Ray 
gave it to his landlady on a piece of paper and said he might be receiv- 
ing sonie calls or mail. Soon thereafter he bought a money order and 
sent it to the Registrar General along with the necessary personal 
information and a request for “his” birth certificate. 

Question . How did you apply for those birth certificates? 

Answer. I think I called the Registrar General. Now I don’t 
recall doing this, but that’s the only way I did it. I think I 
called the Registrar General and he told me how much money 
to pay, and now I do recall going to get a money order and 
mailing it. And I think it was a $1.50 or something. 
(HSCA 7) 

Before applying for the actual passport as Bridgman, however, Ray 
decided he would pretend to be a government official and call the real 
Bridgman, then living there in Toronto, to learn whether he already 
had his own passport. Ray found out that Bridgman did have his 
own passport, so, using the same pretense, Ray called Sneyd, learned 
that Sneyd had never applied for a passport, and decided to use that 
•alias instead. 

Question. So you got both Bridgman and Sneyd and the 
third name out of the newspapers, and what did you do with 
those names ? 

Answer. I, I called up — I called up the names. I wanted to 
find out — I knew you had to have a picture on your passport. 
Because if they had of. I thought possibly that their pictures 
would been on file. I called up two or three people and I think 
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Sneyd was the only one that never had a passport. I think I 
told him that I was with the Registrar General’s office. 

Question. What General’s office ? 

Answer. Registrar General, whatever you call it. I’d done 
found out that that’s the people that has charge of birth cer- 
tificates and the passports and things. I may have told him I 
was with the passport office. Now I think the Registrar Gen- 
eral, I think that’s who had control of the birth certificates, 
and that’s where I wrote to for birth certificates. I don’t think 
they have control of passports. I think when I called up these 
people and asked them about the, if they had a passport, I 
think I told them I was with the passport division from 
Ottawa. I think that’s where that’s located. 

Question. Did you call all three of the people? Or — or less 
than three ? 

Answer. I know I called at least two. I think Sneyd would 
probably been the second one. I don’t recall if I called three 
of them or not. * * * 

Question. So you called first Bridgman to find out if he had 
a passport? 

Answer. I don’t know if it’s Bridgman or not. I know I 
called — the first person I called, he had one, or maybe the first 
two I called. I know I, the other one that I found didn’t have 
one, and that must have been Sneyd. (HSCA 7) 

Ray says these calls to Bridgman and Sneyd corroborate his story 
that he never made any effort to see the two men and had no aware- 
ness of their resemblance to him ; he says it was because he was unaware 
of these two men’s appearances that he decided to call them. If they 
had ever made an application for a passport, they would have photos 
on file, and Ray, having no knowledge of their appearances, would risk 
exposure when and if an agent noticed the difference. 

Question. Well, how did you know when you were applying 
for the Sneyd passport or the Sneyd birth certificate that 
Sneyd might not turn out to be 5 ' 2 ", 250 pounds, or 6'8" and 
140 pounds ? 

Answer. That’s one reason I wanted to, to get the passport. 

I wasn’t thinking about what you just said, but I was think- 
ing about the picture. That’s one reason I wanted to try and 
make sure that the individual that I was applying for the 
passport, apply for his name, under his name for the passport, 
was never, had never applied for one, because I assumed that 
they would have at least had the picture in there. Like you 
mention, how tall he was and all that. I didn’t think of that 
part, but that would have been on there, prior passport, too, 
if he had one. But I was — I really didn’t have too much to lose 
at that time, all the heat on me. (HSCA 7) 

Ray ordered Sneyd’s birth certificate before making an application 
for his passport. He definitely recalls receiving the Sneyd certificate, 
but he says he’s not sure whether he ever got Bridgman’s, which he 
had ordered before making the phone calls. He says that, although he 
couldn’t use the latter alias for a passport, he still felt he could use the 
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Bridgman name to swear as the guarantor for his own passport 
application as Sneyd. 

Question. Did you receive both certificates, both from 
Bridgman and Sneyd ? 

Answer. I don’t recall about the Bridgman. I may not have 
even went back and picked it up. But if I did I threw it away 
because I wouldn’t want to get caught with two birth certifi- 
cates. What I ultimately did, I was still under the impression, 
you know, from my first visit to Canada, that you had to have 
a 

Question . This “guarantor” ? 

Answer. Guarantor, yes. I was going to use the Bridgman 
name as a guarantor and use the Sneyd name to get the pass- 
port, but of course, I found out that wasn’t necessary, so 

Question . How were you going to do that if it were neces- 
sary ? How were you going to work that out ? 

Answer. Well, I’d just have to find out what the proce- 
dure was and try to pretend who I was, because I didn’t know 
what the procedure was. I thought maybe you just had to get 
a sworn statement off of Bridgman or something. Well I 
could have probably made out a sworn statement on my own 
and took it down there and said I got this from Bridgman. 

But like I say I don’t know what the procedure is. 

Question. Well, wouldn’t you need the Bridgman birth 
certificate for that purpose ? 

Answer. I imagine if you went to a Notary Public and 
wanted to make a sworn statement you would have had to 
give some information to 

Question. Identification? 

Answer. Get an affidavit, yes. 

Question. Well, what if the passport people required 
Bridgman to be there, how were you going to arrange that ? 

Answer. I would have probably just went to the hills. If 
it’s too difficult to get I couldn’t have 

Question. Were you planning to use any type of disguise 
to pretend one time that you were Bridgman and coming back 
later as Sneyd ? 

Answer. Yeah, I thought about that one time, disguise. I 
also thought about a disguise on Sneyd, but (HSCA 7). 

About this time, Pay was prompted to get a second room, on Dundas 
Street under the Sneyd alias, while keeping the first room. He explains 
that he did not want his Ossington Street landlady wondering why he 
spent all of his time around his room. With a second address, he could 
split his time between the two places. 

Question. And when did you — when did you take up this 
second apartment ? 

Answer. I’m not quite certain on that. I think I stayed there 
about 3 weeks, and I wanted a place to stay in the daytime 
and sleep at night, but I didn’t want to stay in one — It looks 
suspicious if you are just laying around in, you know, the 
room all the time. So I went in one place for days and one for 
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the nights. I checked into, I rented another room from a 
Chinese lady on the street, about three or four blocks from 
there. (HSCA 7) 

In preparation for his passport application, Ray had some photo- 
graphs taken. In the photos, he combed his hair differently and wore 
his glasses, which he usually wore only for reading and driving. 
(HSCA 7) 

When Ray went to the travel agency, 3 he told the woman there that 
he was Ramon George Sneyd, a used -car dealer from some small town 
in Canada, and had recently moved to Toronto. He wanted a passport 
and a round-trip ticket to England, but he did not know anyone to 
swear to his two-year residency. To his surprise, the woman explained 
that lie didn’t need a guarantor, that he could sign an affidavit attest- 
ing to his residence. She gave him the forms, and he gave her his 
Dundas Street address and perhaps the phone number there. (HSCA 
7) Once all the forms had been filled out, Ray was told he had to wait 
a week or two before getting the ticket and passport. (20,000 No. 23) 

While searching for a new alias and making the applications 
necessary for obtaining a phony passport, Ray had also had an en- 
counter with the Toronto police. Four or five days after his arrival 
in Toronto, he was crossing a street with another man, a Canadian 
whom he didn’t know, when a patrolman stopped them and gave them 
each a ticket for jaywalking. 

It caught me by surprise, and I gave him the address of 6 Con- 
dor Street. I think I told you I enrolled in a correspondence 
club which listed Canadian women, and that I was thinking 
of having one of these people sign a passport form. This 6 
Condor address was one of two I had on arriving in Toronto. 
(20,000 No. 8) 

Ray has stated that he never paid the ticket, although he may have 
called the police and inquired about it. (HSCA 7) As a result of this 
ticket and near-discovery, Ray threw all of his “Galt” LD. away. 
(20,000 No. 23) 

8 In HSCA 8, Ray claims he went to the travel agency almost immediately 
after he arrived in Toronto. 

Question. How long were you in Canada the second time before you 
went to the travel agency? 

Answer. It was probably the next day. 

Question. Well, had you stayed, had you stayed overnight before 
there? 

Answer. Well, I stayed in this — I rented this room from the Polish 
lady. * * * 

Question. And the very next day you went to the passport agency ? 

Answer. I went to the passport agency or I — I — I’m inclined to think 
I went to the newspapers and got a name out of the newspaper files 
before I went to the passport agency. 

Question. Well, how many days were you there the second time before 
you went to the passport agency ? 

Answer. It was probably right after I went to — I think as soon as I 
got the, I don’t know what day I got up there, I imagine it was the fol- 
lowing Monday, if I got up there on a weekend, as soon as I got the name 
out of the newspaper I went to the passport, the travel agency. (HSCA 
8 ) 
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Although it appeared to Kay after his visit to the travel agency 
that he would be able to get a passport, he says that he was neverthe- 
less still investigating other possible avenues of escape. To this end, 
he wrote a note to the agency saying he was going to “Capreal” and 
would be out of town for a few days while his application was being 
processed. He then caught a train to Montreal. 

Answer. * * * I made a side trip to Montreal and I stayed 
up there about a week. 

Question. Did you associate with anybody in Montreal 
when you were up there for that week ? 

Answer. No. I went- — well, the first time I was in Montreal 
(i.e. in 1967) I stayed in the Notre Dame East. That’s on one 
side. The next time I wanted to get out of that place so I 
stayed in Notre Dame West, which is about 10 miles further 
on the other side of town. * * * 

Question . How long were you in Montreal this second trip ? 

Answer. I rented, I rented a room for a week there, but it 
took about 9 days counting the transportation back and forth 
between Toronto. I was gone about 9 days from the Toronto 
area. 

Question. And how did you travel ? 

Answer. Bus. 

Question. By bus. And you stayed in Montreal how many 
days? 

Answer. About 7 days. I think I went there by train and 
came back on a bus. 

Question. Did you spend 7 days trying to find a ship ? 

Answer. I made some inquires, but they were just, they 
didn’t, they didn’t help out at all. ( HSC A 5 ) 

Kay adds that he did not return to the Neptune Bar, nor did he make 
any effort to contact Kaoul. (HSCA 5) In the “20,000 Words” to Huie, 
Kay says that he gave people the alias “Walters” and a phony “St. 
Marc Street” address while he was in Montreal. Evidently the only 
suitable ship he ever found was a Scandinavian boat bound for 
Mozambique, but the cost of about $600 was out of his price range. 
(20,000 No. 8) 

A few days after his return to Toronto, Kay received his passport 
and tickets. When he saw the passport, he realized his name had been 
misspelled “Sneya,” instead of “Sneyd.” He asked to have it corrected, 
but some confusion at the agency made the correction impossible, so 
he was forced to accept it as it was. Finally, on May 6, with this pass- 
port, Kay boarded a BOAC jet and flew to London. (20,000 No. 8) 
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XXI.— EUROPE 
(May 7 to June 8, 1968) 

When Ray arrived in London, he immediately exchanged the return 
portion of his ticket for a continuing ticket on to Lisbon, Portugal, and 
then flew to Lisbon. He thinks he may have called the Portuguese 
Embassy in London to inquire about any necessary visas for travel to 
African countries. (20,000 No. 8, 23) 

Ray thought that in Lisbon he would be able to locate a ship on which 
he could book passage to southern Africa. He was also interested in 
making contacts with some of the foreign mercenary army groups 
which had offices in Lisbon because of the Portuguese colonial presence 
in Africa. 

When I arrived in London I called the Portuguese Embassy 
about a visa to Angola. I was told it would take 1 day to 
process. I then took a plane to Lisbon. I spent most of the 
time there trying to get a ship to Angola. (1 was going from 
Angola into one of the English speaking countries if I could 
not get a job there.) I finally found a ship. A one-way ticket 
cost 3,777 escudos. I then went to get a visa but was told it 
would take 7 days to process the visa. The ship was leaving in 
2 days, so I missed the ship. (20,000 No. 8) 

Ray went to the Portuguese Foreign Office and made inquiries about 
going to Biafra, but for some reason which is not exactly clear they 
refused to assist him. (HSCA 5) Ray also visited the Canadian Em- 
bassy and had his passport corrected from Sneya to Sney d. (HSCA 5) 
Because he was not getting anywhere in Lisbon, and because the 
language was a barrier, Ray decided to return to London. (HSCA 5) 
By this time he was beginning to run low on money. 

Question. When you got back to London how much money 
did you have? 

Answer. I don’t know just how much. Not too much, I 
think $400. 1 forget. 

Question. Did you commit a robbery in London ? 

Answer. No, I didn’t. * * * (HSCA 5) 

As in Portugal, Ray made some efforts to get into an African mer- 
cenary army group. He contacted a London newspaperman and 
learned that some people in Belgium might be able to assist him. 

Question. Why were you going to Belgium ? 

Answer. I called up the newspaper, and he said possibly — 
the possibility that if you went to Belgium you could get out 
of the country afterwards somewhere by joining some foreign 
army. And once you got down there, why of course you could 
take off more or less. 
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Question. What country were you planning to go to from 
Belgium? 

Answer. It didn’t make any difference. 

Question. Some African country ? 

Answer. Well, preferably an English-speaking — I think 
there were three or four of them. (HSCA 5) 

While trying to board a plane on June 8 to get to Brussels to make 
these contacts, Bay was detained and then arrested by agents of the 
New Scotland Yard at Heathrow Airport. 
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Mr. Ford. I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair recognizes Mr. Dodd of Connecticut. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Lane. Excuse me. That document which Mr. Ford has offered, 
is that part of the record now 2 

Mr. Preyer. You have offered that for introduction into the record ? 

Mr. Ford. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair will direct that it be made a part of the 
record. 

Mr. Lane. May we see that document now, Mr. Preyer ? 

Mr. Preyer. Yes. 

Mr. Lane. Thank you. 

Mr. Preyer. We will provide you a copy of that record over lunch, 
if you care to make any objections to it at that time. 

Mr. Lane. If it purports to have statements made by Mr. Ray we 
would like to read it before he is asked any more questions, if it is a 
part of the record. 

Mr. Preyer. He is not being questioned about that document. We 
will make the document available to you over lunch. 

Mr. Lane. You mean none of the questions he will be asked refer to 
anything in the document ? Is that the assurance that we have now ? 

Mr. Preyer. No. I am simply saying Mr. Ford has no questions 
based on the document. As far as I know, no one else has yet referred 
to it. 

Mr. Lane. Since it is in the record, may we look at it so we don’t 
have to take the word of someone who may not have studied it as we 
might? 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair will recognize Mr. Blakey. 

Mr. Blakey. Perhaps it would clarify the record somewhat to indi- 
cate, as I previously read, remarks that were made at Brushy Moun- 
tain. You nave a copy of the transcripts that were taken of some 40 
hours of interviews with Mr. Ray that comprises some 1,500 to 1,700 
pages. You were given copies of these and asked if you had any sug- 
gestions to make for corrections or clarification, and we indicated to 
you at that time that a staff summary was being prepared of that for 
the use of the committee. What Mr. Ford is referring to is the staff 
summary. The summary on a number of occasions quotes from the 
basic transcripts that you have. It is not my understanding that any 
committee member will ask Mr. Ray any questions based on the staff 
summary. They may ask him questions based on the full transcripts 
which you have, but, nevertheless, as the chairman indicates, we will 
be glad to make available to you or, indeed, now, as it is part of the 
record, anyone else who asks ior a copy of the staff summary. 

Mr. Lane. May we have it now, then ? 

Mr. Preyer. Do you have a copy now that you might make 
available ? 

Mr. Blakey. That is my personal copy. 

Mr. Lane. We will give it back. 

Mr. Blakey. I will arrange to give you a copy at lunch. 

Mr. Lane. We want to look at it during the iunch. We will give it 
back. We will lay it on the table where everyone can see it. 

I thought it belonged to the Government, in any event. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair recognizes Mr. Dodd of Connecticut. 
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Mr. Dodd. Thank you. Like my colleagues from Connecticut, the 
District of Columbia, and Tennessee, I will pass asking any questions 
of the witness at this time, in light of the fact that there is some 
concern over the availability of the 20,000 words. AVe feel at this 
point that any questions would raise objections, and, therefore, I will 
withhold any questions I have at this point. Thank you. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair recognizes Mr. Edgar of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

In light of the fact that Mr. Ray has not had time to study the 
20,000 words, I will pass at this time. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair recognizes Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Fortunately my line of 
questioning does not relate to the documents the other members made 
reference to. 

Mr. Ray, you will recall meeting me on the occasion of the com- 
mittee trip to Brushy Mountain ? 

Mr. Ray. That is correct. 

Mr. Devine. I believe, Mr. Ray, you have previously stated that 
you had no knowledge, at the time of your trip to Memphis, of the 
activities of Dr. Martin Luther King ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Ray. That is correct. 

Mr. Devine. Nor his civil rights activities in general? 

Mr. Ray. I don’t have any recollection of them. I probably read 
about them. 

Mr. Devine. Did you know anything about the organization known 
as the “Southern Christian Leadership Conference” ? 

Mr. Ray. No. 

Mr. Devine. Given Dr. King’s prominence in civil rights move- 
ments in 1960, I take your testimony to mean that you had little 
knowledge of or particular interest in the civil rights movement in 
the sixties ; is that accurate ? 

Mr. Ray. I was sequestered in the 1960’s, and there was not too 
much information available. 

Mr. Devine. Go ahead. 

Mr. Ray. I know there have been reports I used to see various 
political figures on television. I think the novelist George McMillan 
said I used to ^vatch political figures and get very upset in the sixties. 
But I think we subsequently learned that there were not no television 
sets in the Missouri penitentiary until 1970, 3 years after I escaped. 

But to answer your question, I had very little knowledge, if any, 
of what was going on on the outside in the penitentiary except we did 
have radios there and we had one station on the radio, and using the 
penitentiary, you have quite a bit of other things to occupy your mind 
besides politics. 

Mr. Devine. You didn’t concern yourself particularly with civil 
rights activities during your incarceration in the Missouri 
penitentiary ? 

Mr. Ray. Not at all. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Ray, I would like to direct your attention to the 
time of your arrest in London, in June 1968. Sometime shortly after 
the arrest you communicated with Arthur Hanes, Sr., an attorney in 
Birmingham, Ala., and asked that he represent you in the United 
States; is that correct? 
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Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Devine. In fact, Mr. Hanes and his son represented you in the 
Shelby County jail until November when you replaced him with 
Percy Foreman; is that correct? 

Mr. Ray. That is correct. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Ray, in 1968 Mr. Hanes lived in Birmingham, Ala., 
so it might have probably made more sense to get someone from 
Tennessee, wouldn’t it, at that time ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, I didn’t know anyone from Tennessee. I could just 
recall two attorneys’ city address. That was F. Lee Bailey and Mr. 
Hanes, and I wrote the both of them. 

Mr. Devine. And Mr. Bailey declined for 

Mr. Ray. For conflict of interest. 

Mr. Devine. For conflict of interest reasons; is that right? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Arthur Hanes, Sr., the attorney that you chose to 
represent you in the King case, within days after your arrest, had 
been mayor of Birmingham during Mr. King’s efforts to desegregate 
the city in 1963. In fact, I think Mr. Hanes worked side by side with 
Bull Connor, and that they used firehoses and dogs to break up the 
civil rights marches in 1961. Were you aware of that? 

Mr. Ray, No. 

Mr. Devine. Do you deny that you had knowledge of his political 
activities and his position as mayor of Birmingham at that time ? 

Mr. Ray, Could I explain that? 

Mr. Devine. Yes, sir, certainly. 

Mr. Ray. From the beginning; then you can ask any questions. 
When I first was arrested in London, as I mentioned, I did contact 
Arthur Hanes, Sr., and F. Lee Bailey. I was aware of Mr. Bailey 
through he defended some notorious, some type of robbery case in 
Boston, so I wrote to the Bar Association in Boston. I am not just 
exactly certain where I heard Mr. Hanes’ name, but I have given that 
a lot of thought. While I was in Birmingham there was mayor election 
there. Because I recall one time I went to buy a license tag and the 
candidate for mayor came up and shook hands and asked me to vote 
for him. There was a lot of news at that time in the Birmingham 
papers. So that is probably where I got Mr. Hanes’ name. It was 
probably in some type of political connection at that time. I do read 
the papers quite a bit. 

Mr. Devine. And you think Mr. Hanes was the one that shook your 
hand when you were in the license line in Birmingham ? 

Mr. Ray. He wasn’t the one at that time. It was someone else. I 
have subsequently checked on his name and his name was Seigal. 
There was a lot of news in the paper about politics and I probably 
read it about Hanes in one of the newspapers. 

Mr. Devine. Ms. Berning, would you hand him MLK exhibit No. 
F-93, please? 

Mr. Ray. I think Hanes had represented several notorious cases at 
that time and I may have read about him in connection with these 
cases. 

Mr. Devine. Ninety-three and ninety-four both. 

[MLK exhibits F-93 and F-94 were admitted into the record.] 
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Would you examine those, please, Mr. Ray ? 

Do you recollect that letter ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Devine. Is that written by you ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes ; that is correct. 

Mr. Devine. Would you please read it into the record ? 

Mr. Ray. “Dear Sir — this is to the 

Mr. Devine. Birmingham Bar Association ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Would you please forward this letter to Mr. Arthur Hanes? I don’t know 
his address. He was Mayor of Birmingham in the early sixties. I am writing this 
letter from London, England. I am being held here on a charge of passport 
fraud. Also I think for Tennessee in the Martin King case. I will probably be 
returned to the United States about June 17 and would like to know if you 
would consider appearing in my behalf. So far, 3 days, I have only been permitted 
to talk to police and also have not seen any papers except the headlines today 
by accident stating I had given an interview to a Mr. Vincent, wh ? ch is false. 
Most other things that have been written in the papers about me I can only 
describe as silly. Naturally I would want you to investigate this nonsense before 
committing yourself. For these reasons and others, which I won’t go into, I think 
it is important that I have an attorney upon arrival in Tennessee, or I will be 
convicted of whatever charge they file on me before I arrive there. 

An English attorney came to see me today. He said he would also write to you. 
I don’t know your address, is why I am sending this letter to the Bar Association. 
The reason I wrote you is I read once where you handled a case similar to what 
I think may be filed on me. Also, whatever the papers might say I don’t intend 
to give any interviews unUl I have consulted with an attorney: In the event 
you cannot practice in Memphis, would you contact an attorney there who would ? 
Sincerely, R. J. Sneyd. P.S., among the many names they have booked me under, 
this one is, so if you should correspond with this one. Address on envelope. 

Mr. Devine. That letter was written by you, Mr. Ray ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes ; that is correct. 

Mr. Devine. And you at that time were using the alias of Sneyd ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Devine. S-n-e-y-d? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Does that letter refresh your recollection as to knowing 
the background of Mr. Hanes in Birmingham ? 

Mr. Ray. I don’t know his background. I am almost certain I read 
it in newspapers, if I was there in September of 1967. 

Mr. Devine. Isn’t it a fact that you were following the civil rights 
movement in Birmingham at that time and that is what refreshed your 
recollection ? 

Mr. Ray. No ; I wasn’t. I was there a very short while in Birmingham. 

Mr. Devine. Well, Mr. Hanes was recognised also for a second rea- 
son: that was his successful defense work in the 1965 Viola Liuzzo 
case. Mrs. Liuzzo was shot and killed while doing volunteer work for 
Dr. King and SCLC on the Salem-Montgomery march in March of 
1965. Mr. Hanes successfully defended three klansmen charged with 
the offense. 

Do you deny that you had knowledge of the Viola Liuzzo case and 
of Mr. Hane’s participation in that case at the time you requested his 
assistance? 

Mr. Ray. I don’t know any one of the particular cases, but I may 
have read one of the cases and retained it in my mind, but I can’t recall 
either one of those cases specifically. I read something later about 
Liuzzo. I have read something about that case. 
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Mr. Lane. I am going to object to this line of questioning because 
1 think that the concept of bringing back the concept of guilt by as- 
sociation, now associating with an attorney, wiien Mr. Hanes was also 
an employee, as you may know, as a special agent for the FBI yourself. 
He was a special agent for the FBI. Fie also was employed by the 
Central Intelligence Agency. He has a lot of varied background and 
activities and Mr. Row who as w T e now know, may have fired the shot 
which killed Mrs. Liuzzo, was also employed by the FBI at that time. 
That may be a more distant area to move into than the area during 
that present time. 

Mr. Preyer. We are not going into those cases as to the merits of 
them or the facts about them. He is simply being asked about his rec- 
ollection of those cases and his knowledge of them, if he knew about 
them. 

Mr. Lane. Having knowledge doesn’t mean the deep interest in the 
civil rights movement. Everyone in the country heard something about 
those cases. 

Mr. Devine. I would invite your attention to page 2 of that letter in 
which you state: “The reason I wrote you is I read once where you 
handled a case similar to what I think may be filed on me.” 

Could you tell the members of the panel here whether in fact you 
were referring to the Viola Liuzzo case in that instance ? 

Mr. Ray. I have since learned Hanes apparently defended a lot of 
cases involving civil rights cases, so I can’t be 

Mr. Devine. What specific cases ? 

Mr. Ray. I can’t recall. 

Mr. Lane. Mr. Preyer, will the witness be allowed to finish his 
answer? Thank you. 

Mr. Ray. Actually, Mr. Devine, when I wrote to Arthur Hanes, I 
really didn’t want him actually to be my attorney until I talked to 
him ; I hadn’t agreed on him. What I wanted an attorney for was to 
be in Memphis to keep some oral statements from being used against 
me. In other words, if I would arrive in Memphis without an attorney, 
then the possibility the prosecutor would say I made some oral 
admission of guilty. I think I referred to that down here, wanting an 
attorney in Memphis. Actually I would have preferred a Tennessee 
attorney if I would have knew one of national reputation. 

Mr. Devine, At least you admit that you were aware that Mr. Hanes 
had actively involved himself in civil rights cases : is that correct ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes ; I don’t know cases, but case. T think I probably heard 
about him, read about him while I was in Birmingham and in some 
newspaper about defending some sensational case. 

Mr. Devine. Were any of your interests in the civil rights movement 
at all directed toward Dr. King? 

Mr. Ray. No. 

Mr. Lane. He has testified that he did not have an interest in the 
civil rights movement. Now you are asking him if his interest in the 
civil rights movement was related to Dr. King. 

Mr. Devine. That is right. 

Mr. Lane. I object to the question because it presumes a statement 
which is not in evidence but which is contrary to what is in evidence. 

Mr. Preyer. The objection will be sustained. I think he has indicated 
he was not interested in the civil rights movement. 
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Mr, Lane. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Ray, you were arrested on J une 8, 1968, in London ; 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Rat. Yes. 

Mr. Devine. And it was your decision to oppose, at least initially, ex- 
tradition to the United States ? 

Mr. Rat. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Because of the amount of time necessary for the hear- 
ings relating to your extradition, you didn’t actually leave England 
and return to the United States until about June 19 ; is that accurate ? 

Mr. Rat. July 19, 1 believe. 

Mr. Devine. July, that is correct. 

Is it true that during the period of incarceration in London, prior 
to your extradition, the London Metropolitan Police had primary re- 
sponsibility for your custody ? 

Mr. Rat. Yes. 

Mr. Devine. Approximately how many officers did they have as- 
signed to you, if you know ? 

Mr. Rat. Well, they had two officers assigned in the room where I 
was being retained, detained at. 

Mr. Devine. Was an officer with you at all times, day and night? 

Mr. Rat. Yes ; that is correct. 

Mr. Devine. Also officers were responsible for transporting you from 
the Bow Street Magistrate’s Court for extradition hearings and to 
other places ? 

Mr. Rat. Yes; that is correct. 

Mr. Devine. Isn’t it a fact, Mr. Ray, that there were specific officers 
regularly assigned to you, to your detail, who were present with you 
and in your vicinity on a regular basis? 

Mr. Rat. The same officers? 

Mr. Devine. Yes. 

Mr. Rat. I don’t know if they were the same ones or not. I think 
they were different ones. I don’t think the same ones every day. I am 
not certain. 

Mr. Devine. In interviews we. have had with guards at the Shelby 
County Penitentiary who had responsibility for your custody and 
surveillance pending your guilty plea, some have related that your 
relations with them were quite friendly, that you played cards with 
the guards from time to time ; is that accurate ? 

Mr. Rat. Yes ; but in respect to this. Occasionally, the fact is I think 
I had one of the statements right here — I have always been concerned 
about having a guard or convict next to me and he would make an 
oral statement that I made some admission. I know this is an old pros- 
ecuting attorney’s game, and it is difficult for someone with a crim- 
inal record to oppose. So I have made various statements over the 
years saying I would not discuss the King case with any guard or other 
convict. I anticipate this committee will have about 500 up here saying 
I made certain admissions. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Ray, we are not playing any games. We are just 
seeking the truth, and I think that is one reason you were asked to 
appear before this committee. 

Did you establish a pretty good rapport with any of the guards that 
had you in their care in the prison in London ? 
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Mr. Ray. In London ? 

Mr. Devine. Yes. 

Mr. Ray. No; very little in London. I didn’t speak to them hardly 
at all. They spoke with themselves. In fact, some of them, I think one 
or two of them conversed in a different language. They were Wales or 
something. It was difficult to understand them. 

Mr. Devine. Do you recall specifically a member of the London 
Metropolitan Police who was assigned to be present with you in your 
cell during the initial hours in jail, in the Cannon Row Police 
Station ? 

Mr. Ray. What would his name be ? 

Mr. Devine. I would ask you if you recall his name. 

Mr. Ray. Was it Butler? He is the one that arrested me. 

Mr. Devine. I am asking you for your recollection of the — if you 
do recall his name. 

Mr. Ray. Do I recall a guard being in the cell with me shortly after 
I was arrested ? 

Mr. Devine. Yes. 

Mr. Ray. Is that the question ? Yes ; we were in a detaining room, 
about 10 or 12 of us. 

Mr. Devine. This officer, if I am not mistaken, made an effort to be 
helpful to you at the time that they served you a meal, beans and things, 
and they gave you no implements. Do you remember that ? He asked 
the guard that offered you the meal to provide you with the silver, he 
refused, and you smiled and said, “Well, at least you tried.” 

Mr. Ray. No ; I didn’t make any conversation like that. I would 
recall that. I was very noncommittal when I was arrested. 

Mr. Devine. Did any guard buy you any papers or magazines at your 
request so you could keep abreast of what was going on? 

Mr. Ray. No; I wasn’t permitted to have newspapers when I was 
first arrested. 

Mr. Devine. Do you recall the officer that was handcuffed to you 
on your trips to the magistrate’s court for various hearings ? 

Mr. Ray. I was handcuffed to officers, but I don’t remember spe- 
cifically which one. The only one I recall was one from Ireland. He 
made some comments about he was from Ireland. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Ray, we have interviewed a former member of the 
metropolitan police force in London who has told us that he was 
assigned to provide security for you almost immediately after your 
arrest, and we have here a statement from him. His name is Chief 
Inspector Alexander Anthony Eist. And this statement we have from 
him has been acquired just in the last several weeks. It consists of 21 
pages, and I am sure both you and your counsel would like to examine 
that in some detail. 

Mr. Ray. I sure would. 

Mr. Devine. Well, at this time we will provide you with a copy of 
the statement, and during this time, Mr. Chairman, I suggest this may 
be an appropriate time to recess so that after the recess we will have 
an opportunity to examine him. Would you provide him with MLK 
exhibit No. F-92 ? 
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MLK Exhibit F-92 

INTERVIEW WITH ALEXANDER ANTHONY EIST « AT THE GREENMAN ' S PUB , 
SIX-MILE BOTTOM , CAMBRIDGE , ENGIAND , ON AUGUST 4th, 1978 . 

( 

Today's date is August 8th, 1978 - August 4th, 1978, we are 
are at the Greenmail's Pub, Six-Mile Bottom, Cambridge, England. 

We are about to commence with the interview of Alexander Anthony 
Eist* Mr. Eist, we will start off by identifying the persons 
in the room, starting with Mr. Eist. Mr. Eist will you identify 
yourself please? 

MR. EIST: Yes. My name is Alexander Anthony Eist, I am 

now the licensee of the Greenman Publick House, Six-Mile Bottom 
Cambridge, here. I served in the Metropolitan Police for 28-years 

MR. EVANS: Your present address sir? 

MR. EIST: Having joined on the 14th of June, 1948. I 

finished at the rank of Chief Inspector. I also have private 
cottage known as Willow Cottage, 9 High Street, West Ratten in 
Cambridge here. 

MR. EVANS: Now your date of birth, sir? 

MR. EIST: 26th oY March, 1929. 

MR. ROGOVIN: Yes, E-I-S-T. 

MR. ROGOVIN: I am Charles II. Rogovin, Special Counsel to 

the Committee. 

MR. LINDLEY : Robin Lindley, Staff Attorney with the 

Committee. 

MR. EVANS: And I am Edward Evans, Chief Investigator, 

U.S. House of Representatives, Subcommittee on Assassinations. 

MR. EVANS: Okay, Mr. Eist, I'd like to take you back to 
on or about June 8th, 1968. I would like to know what your 
assignment was at that time? 
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MR. EIST : At that time, I was a sergeant,, a Detective 

Sergeant with a group of men stationed at Scotland Yard known 
as the Flying Squad, r was under the command of a man called 
Butler, Thomas Butler who was a Chief - Detective Chief Superintended 

MR, EVANS; Did there come a time on that day, June 8th, 

1964 - ? 68, when you were summoned to the Cannon Row Police Station. 

MR. EIST: 

Yes, I use to at that time live at number 50 Row Crescent 

Cheshunt, spelled C-H-E-S-H-U-N-T, which is some 20 miles from 
the metropolis. I received a phone call at about 4 a.m. from 
Mr. Butler directing me to attend the Cannon Row Police Station 
where I would be given instructions. 

MR. EVANS: Okay, and when you arrived there, what were you 

instructions^ from the Superintendent? 

MR. EIST: When I arrived there I was told that there was 

an important prisoner and that I was to sit in the cell with 
him until relieved. I was to allow no one to enter the cell at 
any time. And generally gua,rd the prisoner. 

MR. EVANS: Okay. At that time did you know the identity 

of the prisoner? 

MR. EIST: At that time all I knew was that it was a man that 

had been arrested at the London Airport in possession of a gun 
and there was some conversation that he was suspected of an 
armed robbery in London. 

MR. EVANS: Okay. On this first tour of duty, how many 
hours were you with this person? 

MR. EIST: I think on the first day I was relieved from 
duty at about 3 p.m. on that afternoon. I seem to recall that 
it was either a Saturday or a Sunday, it was certainly a weekend. 
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I think possibly it was a Sunday. 

MR. EVANS: Did you return to the Cannon Row Police Station 

after you were relieved, did you subsequently return at a later 
hour? 

MR. EIST: I did. It wasn’t at that time that I did. I 

went back after having had some rest and relieved him, I believe 
I spent the night with the gentleman. I think it was on the 
Monday. That’s what makes me pretty sure it was a Sunday. 

Because on the Monday, Mr. Butler told me that for security 
reasons I was to hold myself in readiness at all times, because 
this prisoner where ever he was moved would be handcuffed to me 
and that I would .be the one person who was incharge of him. That 
is during his confinement in cells or transport from where ever 
he had to go to call to a prisoner or anything like that. 

MR. EVANS: Well could you possibly estimate first the 

amount of time that yousperit with this prisoner, from June 
8th or thereabouts when you were first given this assignment 
until the time he left England on or aobut July 17th, 18th, 

1968. It's difficult because after the first period /I was 
with him possibly sitting in the cells with him for 10, 12, 

15 hours, something like this. But thereafter, of course, 
he was remanded incidently to Wadsworth Prison, which is not 
the usual remand prison it’s a high security prison , our prisoners 
are usually taken to Bixton. And I use to have to go to Wadsworth, 
go into the cellar at Wadsworth, be handcuffed to him and then 
taken to the court as we have a system in this country whereby 
a man cannot be remanded in custody for more than a week, that’s 
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with regard to a case like this where you, then of course 
Extradition Proceedings were pending and taking place. It 
necessitated the prisoner being taken from the prison to the 
court at least once during the eight day period uptil you get 
a further remand. Which meant that use to go to Wadsworth 
Prison to collection him in connection with armed escorts, 
take him to the court where I would be placed with him in a 
cell at the court. And very often the wait there use to be two or 
three hours in length. And before the actual extradition pro- 
ceedings started - you will appreciate - before the extradition 
started you will appreciate that the proceedings at the magistrate’s 
court were very short, a matter of a half an hour or so, but of 
course we would have to get to court at least an hour before the 
proceedings started. So there was always a delay in where I 
was sitting in the cells with him. Once the proceedings started 
I not only sat in the jcells ^with him but I had to sit in the dock 
next to him. I was in fact with this man the whole of the time 
that he wasn’t in the prison officer’s custody at Wadsworth 
Prison. 

MR. EVANS: I see. 

I’d like you at this time to make some comment as to the 
security procedures that your department took and I think those 
security procedures were taken at the request of the FBI, is 
that correct. 

MR. EIST : That is correct. 

MR. EVANS: Alright, would you say this is unusual security 

procedures that were followed? 
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MR. El ST: I would say that they are probably the finest 

security procedures that X have ever seen. And I have dealt with 
high- security-risk prisoners throughout my service. 

MR. EVANS: Alright. Did there come a time in your associa- 

tion with the prisoner that you sort of gained, as one might gain 
confidence or you became not a confident maybe but a friend that 
he would sort of talk to as much as a convict or a suspect will 
become a friend to a police officer. Did there come a time 
when you felt yourself that he would confide or would talk to 
you? 

MR. EIST: Yes, very much so. He just — 

MR. EVANS: Would you tell me how this was established, 

originally? 

MR. EIST: Well, I think on the very first morning :> I 

must mention that I am use to dealing with criminals of this 
caliber because I have, .been on the Flying Squad for a long time 
and I am use to dealing with people, low criminals 
in particular from the streets. I am - I was sitting with this 
man on the very first morning, not aware of the actual seriousness 
of the situation on the first tour of duty. But the first incli- 
nation I had was when he was given a meal. And this may, I think, 
consisted of - in fact I know it consisted of bacon, egg, saugage 
and beans, and it was just handed through to me, I had to hand 
it to him. And when I asked for utensils for him to eat it with 
the policeman refused. I had quite an argument with him because 
I couldn't see that man could a meal of this type with his 
fingers. But I was told that these were the instructions and that 
I think because of that, iust a sillv situation, the 


was that. 
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first time, this was after about three or four hours, the first 

time that the man who I was guarding permitted a smile and said 

something about "... thanks very much, good try.." to this 

effect, at least it broke the ice. Following that on that first 

morning there were conversations of just a general nature during 

which he asked me whether X could get him some magazines and 

I particularly remember that he wanted them on yachting. Well, 

when I left my tour of duty I sought authority and I was told 

that that would be possible. I got me some magazine from 

(inaudible) and gave them to him. His attitude at 

that time began to change some. He was getting a little friendly 

But I must say* t Hat I wasn ! t too happy about him. I formed, 

particularly in the initial state, an opinion that this man had 

great criminal cunning and was possibly psychiatric. I say that 

because there would suddenly be a stump in any conversation 
■** *-* \ 

we had and he would go into a shell and just look at me and 
look me up and down and look around the walls. And, in fact, at 
times it was quite an erie situation. 

MR. EVANS: Did there come a time when he began to talk to 

you about his escape from prison in the United States? 

MR, EIST: Yes. Yes, this came about because one must 

realize that when you spend a long time with a man, you just 
don't sit and look at each other you have got to talk about 
things. And I began to have general discussions with him as 
to the difference between the criminals of America and the 
criminals of England. Well, I didn’t actually know that he 
was escaped from prison until he told me. And - I because 
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"Yeah, I had a lot of luck there." He said that he had tried 
to get out of prison before, and he said he just happend to be 
at the right place at the right time. And I'm almost positive 
that he mentioned a laundry truck, it could have been a garbage 
truck, but I think, I'm almost sure that it was a laundry truck. 

It happened to be standing there at a certain time just about to 
leave the gates and he came out through the gate, as I said, 
laundry truck, and I have some recollection of him saying that held 
on on the underneath of it, 

MR, EVANS: Did he indicate that he had any assistance in 

that escape?. 

MR. EIST:, No. It was a pure lucky I'm quite ppsitive 
of that. It was a pure lucky chance that he got out. Although 
he did tell me that he had tried before and failed. 

MR. EVANS: All right. During your time that you spent with 

him and during your talk about Missouri State Prison, did you 
get the indication that, that he did not want to go back to 
Missouri State Prison? 

MR. EIST: Very, very much so. There was something about 

that prison that he was fearful of in my opinion. 

MR, EVANS: On occasion, or occasions arose when he sort of 

discussed some of his explorites in the States after he had 
escaped from prison, would you sort of give us what you can 
recall on that? 

MR. EIST; Yeah, well he did in actual fact, again in general 
conversations with regard to American and English criminals, I 
would sort of size him off. How are you living white on the run? 
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things like that. I said well, did you have any help at all? 

I don't think it actually came out like this but it came out 
during the course of conversations like this, and the one 
person that he continually began to mention to me after this 
was his brother. He mentioned his brother. * I seemed to 
recall that he mentioned he had other brothers. I thought, 

I seemed to think that he said he had a largest type family. 

But this was an elder brother, that is a brother that he 
looked up to as a father more than a brother. And he said 
things to me to the effect that the only person that he ever 
got any help from was of course his brother. He even went on 
to laugh about one occasion when he and his brother had robbed 
a store and on turning the corner, he had fallen out of the 
passenger seat. We had quite a laugh over this to be honest 
with you. This was sort of thing that was getting him going, 
gee ting him talking to bfeak the if you like. 

MR. EVANS: Uh, I'd like to ask you t during those times 

that you spoke with Ray in your conversations did he ever 
express a hatred for Blacks? 

MR, EIST: Yes. 

MR. EVANS: Would you sort of explain to me what he said, 

or the gist of the conversation? 

MR. EIST: Well the conversations were v I mean there wasn't 

any doubt at all. He just hated Black people. He said so on many 
occasion. In fact he said he tried to get into Africa or was 
going to Africa to try and shoot some more. He also mentioned, 
there was some reference to a conversation to the foreign legion. 
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He didn't really expound on it because you must be aware that 
everytime I went to ask a question he just shut up and he would 
just sit there for periods of twenty minutes just looking at 
me, and one had to be very, very careful how you dealt with this 
man . 

MR. EVANS : in other words — 

MR. El ST: Quite frankly, 1 had visions of him going 

berserk at any minute when he was in these funny moods because 
he war, oh — 

MR. EVANS: In other words you’d say that anytime you 

initiated a Conversation or tried to clarify a point as to his 
criminal activity" he would not respond? 

MR. EIST: He would clam up. 

MR. EVANS: And knowing that you jut allowed him to talk 

at his will. 

MR. EIST:. .Yes, » 1 

MR. EVANS: When ever he wanted to talk about something. 

MR. EIST: That's right. That’s right, because I, I mean 

I then began to know the man and began to sort of note when 
to say something and then jsut leave it alone. Because as I • 
say some of these periods of silence weren't exactly healthy. 

MR. EVANS: During these conversations about the hatred of 

Blacks did he discuss with you his feelings about Blacks relative 
to he would kill some Black or he had a plan, or based on what 
he'd say did you get from that that that he had a plan to kill 
some Black? 

MR. EIST: Yes, very much so. 
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He was telling me that for him to have shot a Black man 
of note in certain parts of America would make him into a National 
Hero anyway. He seemed absolutely mad about publicity. He really 
wanted it. -He kept asking me, has anything else appeared in 
the papers today. And he'd also say to me *V ou haven't seen 
anything yet, you wait until the World press gets on it and 
I'm on television" and all this nonsense, you see. This was 
the very first time that the shooting of Luther King started 
to come into the conversation was when he was discussing publicity 
before that we really hadn't got to this at all, he wasn't dis- 
cussing thatl 3ut his ego was such that he began to tell me 
about it, you know. 

MR. EVANS: Did he want the papers every day, did you 

provide him with the — 

MR. EIST: Yeah, No, I didn't because that was something 

that - you see* following »that initial time when he was in British 
custody he officially was under the protection of the prison 
authorities. Um, except for the time when he is going to court 
or back to the prison from court, or at the court when he was 
in official police custody and they would have frowned on the 
fact of me supplying him any sort of materials. But I did, in" 
all honesty I did once or twice take him in bars of chocolate, 

I mean things like that. This really was because he began to 
look at me as the only friend he had in the country. 

MR. EVANS: Well based on your conversation, did you form 

any opinion as to why he felt there would be some financial 
gain, if any at all from the fact that he was involved in the 
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MR. EISTs Well, yeah. There came a time when he began 
to tell me about the gun, a gun. And he began to tell me that 
he had thrown this gun away. Because, I mean, you know during 
his ramblings when he was talking, I mean he was talking quite 
freely until he thought I was trying to get something out of 
him, then when ever he got that impression, bang it would go 
again, you know. 

MR. EVANS: But during these ramblings did he tell you what 

had happened? 

MR. El ST: He told me that he had left this place, where 
ever the shooting had been, he told me that he left and he 
was coming out of there where he saw a policeman or something 
like that, and he said "that is the only time I made a mistake," 
he said, "I panicked then, and I threw the gun away." So, he said 

"all I know is they've got my fingerprints on that gun, but I 

t 

should make a lot of mondy out of this. Then he went into some- 
thing about the fact that he was doing a certain period of im- 
prisonment at Missouri and that the only thing that the State, 
or where ever this shooting occurred would be able to pin on 
him was a conspiracy because they couldn't actually prove that 
the fired the gun, because according to him nobody saw him and * 
all this and that and the other. He was quite open about this 
situation a conspiracy. And he mentioned, and I can't quite 
relate whether it was one to ten, or one to twelve, it was some- 
thing like this that he told me that it was the maximum that 
he could for this conspiracy. And he seemed to be what we termed 
a backroom lawyer, in other words a criminal that had spent a lot 
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of time and knew a limited amount of law, rather it be right or 
wrong, but he thought that this was right. That point number 
one, he would serve this sentence, which he would be quite 
happy about, he would be quite happy -about that, I remember 
him laughing over this. Furthermore, there was some situation 
where he had it in his mind that this would run in conjunction 
with the sentence that he was already doing-/ so therefore 
he would come out after this period, and that is where he 
really began to get interested and say to me "look I'm going 
to make..." first of all ,he mentioned "half a million dollars", 
later on it became a "quarter million dollars, whatever it was. 

He told me that his plan at this time now was to get a good 
lawyer, one he could trust, a mercenary lawyer who according to 
him because of the location of the death of Luther King, who 
hated Black people anyway like himself, he would have no shortage 
of friends, he'd have no shortage of fund raisers and he actually 
said that even the counsel, or the counsel's representative 
he would get them to go on television and get a quarter of a 
million dollars that way, apart from the books he could write 
and all the other things. He then became obsessed with money - 
and told me all these things. 

MR. EVANS: Did he — Did he say that he had actually 

done it or did he say that he just threw the rifle down? 

MR. EIST: Oh, no, no, during a course of conversation he 

definitely - he didn't actually come out with it, it was 
there in the conversation that he'd done it. 

MR. EVANS: Did he express any sorrow? 



276 


MR. EIST: None at all, he was quite proud of it. 

MR. EVANS: When he left the scene you said previously, 

or did he say a police car or a police officer, or you don't 
recall? ^ 

MR. EIST: He said that he saw police, I'm not sure whether 

he saw a policeman or police car, but he saw police. 

MR. EVANS: Now these conversations that you had with the 

prisoner, and I think we can now say that it was James Earl Ray? 

MR, EIST: That's right, it was. 

MR. EVANS: Did you inform your superiors in these convert 

sations? 

MR. EIS k T :. 4 Yes, I did. 

MR, EVANS: And who would that of been? 

MR. EIST: I told Mr. Butler, I was keeping Mr. Butler 

informed of my conversations with him. • I also left notes for 
him. The great difficulty according to Mr. Butler was, and he 
did tell me, he said the great difficulty of course is that none 
of this will be relevant except if something very important 
which people are not aware of came out of it. And I got the 
impression that what I was telling them, for instance — 

MR, EVANS: Telling them, was this FBI? 

MR. EIST: The FBI as well, yeah, Mr. McCray. 

I got the impression all the time that what I was telling 
them they were aware of. I mean for instance the gun with the 
fingerprints on it. I had no knowledge of this, he told me 
this, I told them that, but they were aware of it, you know. 

So really and truly — 
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MR. EVANS: Do you recall relating to them the fact that 
Ray had admitted to you that he had killed Dr. Martin Luther 
King, or that it was your opinion based on what he had told 
you that he had actually perpetrated the * — 

MR. EIST: It was more an opinion, it was more than an 

opinion, you see, he was telling me that after the shooting 
when he left this place he panicked and threw the gun away, 
that was rather more than an opinion, I mean there isn’t any 
doubt from the conversation that he told me that he was admitted 
to me that he had done t;he murder. 

MR. EVANS: Could you explain to me - Superintendent Butler 

said that it was. not relevant the fact the information he was 
giving you was not relevant is that - would he mean that it is 
not relevant under British law? 

MR. EIST: Well, my understanding of the conversations of 

it was that it was under v British law and American law, the 
fact is that I am having a conversation with a man who I haven’t 
cautioned, who is not giving me answers to questions under caution 
and then there was some question then that it would be irrelevant 
in the states anyway because the man had not been informed of • 
his rights when he is saying this. X think there is something-, 
like this going, but as I say, a long time ago and I can't find 
it. What ever happened any way was that Mr. Butler was aware 
and he went to America so he had the facts before him then and 
had they wanted anything further at that time, I have no doubt 
that he would have come and sent for me or something like that. 
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MR. EVANS: Mr. Eist was there any time that you told or 

related this story to anyone other than Superintendent Butler 
or Agent McCray? Did you tell anyone? 

MR. EIST: Not until recently. 

MR. EVANS: At that time did you tell an associate or 

a partner that you had been working with or any of your — 

MR. EIST: I should think I told most of the squad, because 
you know when you are having a half a pint of whatever it is, 
you, I mean this wasn't something that you do every day. There 
wasn't any particular secret about it, all I thought was the 
man was a complete nut case. 

MR. EVANS: Okay, do you recall anyone in particular, 

maybe, did you have a partner at that particular time that you 
worked with steadily? 

MR. EIST: Yeah, in the squad you have a lot of partners, 

see. There was certaiji^ly no^ partner with me. 

MR. EVANS: In this particular assignment. 

MR. EIST: It was one man, one job you see. 

MR. EVANS: Do you know — 

MR. EIST: I should think there are people that you can 

get the records, the squad records, there are people who would 
be aware of this, there was this situation you know. 

MR. EVANS: Did you know a Sgt. Ted Fuller? 

MR. EIST: Yes, Sg.t Ted Fuller was confident of Mr. 

Butler's and he may have been at the time, he may have been 
aware of, because some - Mr. Butler was very fond of this officer 
I should imagine that Mr. Butler had a confidant, but it wasn't 


me. 
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MR, EVANS: Oh, Mr. Eist, in your description of James 

Earl Ray, you continually refer to the fact that you thought 
he was a complete nut case. Would you sort of clarify that 
complete * nut but 

MR, EXST: Yes, I would r- When I say that, perhaps that 

the wrong expression to use. I would describe Earl Ray as a 
man of great criminal intelligence, criminal cunning in other 
words, very great criminal cunning, shrewd v but through it 
all was coining a clear pathological pattern in my opinion. 

This man, I could look at this man as a policeman and say 
this man was capable of committing murder. He didn*t quite 
frankly 1 wasn't too happy sitting there with him all the time. 

He kept in between these conversations, he would sort of 

sit there and look at me you know, and his eyes were set back, 

you could see. But when we were talking in terms of the difference 
— \ 

between American Criminal's and English Criminals he was really 
Shrewd and intelligent. 

MR. EVANS: Well, would you say under British law that he 

could be considered to be criminally insane had he gone to trial 
here? 

MR, EIST; No, Oh no, X wouldn't go that far, no way. 

MR, EVANS: Alright, can you sort of go through the last 
time that you saw James Earl Ray, you were assigned with him 
that date, can you tell me how that came about in the security 
procedures that were followed by the Scotland Yard and the FBI? 

MR, EIST: Yeah. At some stage. £ was summoned to Mr* Butler l s 

office and told that on a certain day and possibly a day after, I 
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was to remain at the yard - take no assignments , and await in- 
structions. There were several other officer^ at the time who 
were also given the same message. We did not know what it was 
for because if you do appreciate it we were also dealing with 
other jobs of fairly big magnitude and it was quite common for 
a squad of officers to be summoned to the yard and say, why you 
wait there until you get further instructions and things like 
that. I at this time, on this occasion 1 didn’t associate it 
with this man Ray because although I knew extradition proceedings 
were finished and he was waiting to go, it just didn't, you know 
until I was told it didn't cross my mind. Anyway we waited in the 
Yard for I think two days actually and I think on the second day 
suddenly we were all summoned to Mr. Butler's office and given 
instructions as .to .what was going to happen. We went to Wadsworth 
Prison where I was taken into what I - the first time I’d ever 
been in there was a condemned cell actually and I was sat down 
next to Earl Ray. That’s the first time I knew when we were on 
our way to Wadsworth that' thid was going to happen. Mr. Butler 
was a very shrewd man. To bamboozle the press there was a decoy 
van and cars, left Wadsworth Prison first, then we came out 
quitely afterwards and we went to Police Station 

where Earl Ray was sat in his cell, again I had to sit with him- 
for several hours this time. There then came a time when Mr. 
Butler came in, he said, alright that's it handcuff me to Earl 
Ray, we were placed in a car, Mr. Butler sat in the car with me 
and there was a driver and we were then proceeded in a direction 
which I now know to be New Market. I didn’t know then, of course, 
where we were going. During the trip though radio silence was 
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maintained because each one had their instructions and we finished 
up at, I think it was Laken Heath , And at Laken Heath X was sitting 
with Earl Ray when I know for a fact that the Col, in charge 
there made a telephone call to Mr, Hoover. Following that 
I even believe at that time that the plane was still in the air. 

But at that time the Col. spoke to ~I know that for a fact because 
I heard him - following instructions from Mr; Hoover he summoned 
an aid, the aid went out and about 15 or 20 minutes later some 
guards came in and we all went out to the cars and whole convoy 
went across to a plane that was standing right in the middle of 
an airfield surrounded because a. full emergency then was going 
on, guards, engines . : and fire engines, all that. We were taken on 
board the plane which was well guarded, In the plane I was taken 
to the back where some plane clothes men took Earl Ray from me, 
they then taped his hands, wrists and neck, placed him in a seat 
and at that moment they thanked us, they said p think you very much 
gentlemen n , and I think before we got back to the Col, the plane 
had taken off arid gone, £o, the security, X mention this because 
the security was so efficient and you know, something I think 
both can be proud of, 

MR, EVANS; Based on your experiences, this is the most 
stringent security procedures that you have ever seen? 

MR, El ST: That l l ve seen for one man, yeah*/ definitely, 

MR, EVANS; In other words you would say that the people 
incharge, the FBI agents were exercising exceptional caution that 
nothing would happen to the prisoner? 

MR, EIST: Very exceptional caution. 
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MR. EVANS: Sir, would you sort of tellus, this is 1978 

and this occurred in 1968. Would you sort of tell us how you 
decided at this time to come forward with this information? 

What prompted you to come forward? 

MR, EIST: Recently about two -months I think it was there 

was a bit of publicity over here about certain things happening to 
do with Earl Ray and the shooting of Martin Luther King. There were 
inquiries and things going on. And X have a lot of Americans 
coming here, and I was talking to an American couple who said this 
was probably important to the country's sake and X should do 
something about it and get in touch with the authorities, which 
I did, I phoned the FBI, 

MR. EVANS:, you phoned the FBI office in London? 

MR, EIST: Yeah, 

MR, EVANS: And were you subsequently interviewed by two 

agents from the FBI? 

MR, E1$T: I was, “Jfes, > 

MR, EVANS: And did you relate to them basically the same 

story that you have now related to us? 

MR, EIST: Yes, the same, 

MR, EVANS: Would you give me the name of the couple 

that you spoke to? 

MR, EIST: Well, I'd rather not, you know, because I only 

know them casually and they didn't, they don't come into this at 
all. They just in actual fact advised, I mean I never went 
into the conversation with them, I just said I had certain know-? 
ledge and this and that. And then they advised that I should contact 
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the appropriate authorities, 

MR. EVANS: And then you thought that you would contact 

the FBI? 

MR. EIST: That’s right. 

MR. EVANS: Are there, any additional questions? 

MR, ROGOVIN: Have you had occasion to talk to your 

former department? 

MR, EIST: On this subject, no, 

MR. ROGOVIN: And you are in retired status of the Metropolitan? 

MR. EIST: Yes, yes. I'm on pension, ves. 

MR. ROGOVIN: I thinjc we noted, but for the record, you 

retired as a Detective Chief Inspector? 

MR, EIST: % Yes. 

MR, EVANS: And that was a total of some 30 — 

MR. EIST: 20, 28 and a half years. 

MR. EVANS: 28% years. 

Okay, is there anything ^additional that you would like to 
add that might be of some assistance to us? 

MR. EIST: Not really, except to say if you want my impression 

of Earl Ray, Earl Ray, and from what he told me. Gentlemen, for 
what it is worth, I haven't any doubt in my mind that he did that 
on his own. For whatever reason he did it on his, but he did 
it on his own. If it had been anything, or anybody behind him 
on that particular job that during the various and many conver- 
sations I had with him it would have come out. 

MR, ROGOVIN: Should it be come of interest to the Committee 

of the House of Representatives in Washington, Mr. Eist, would you 
be willing, if requested f Mr. Eist, to do so to come to the United 
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States at government expense, of course, to testify at a public 
proceeding with regard to the knowledge you have of this matter? 

MR. EIST: Yes. 

MR. ROGOVIN: Thank you sir.; - 

MR. EVANS: Okay, thank you very much Mr. Eist for allowing 

us into your business location and taking the time to be inter- 
viewed by us. 

MR. EIST: It’s fine. 

{End Of Tape and Side B) 
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Mr. Preyer. The Ghair recognizes Mr. Blakey first before we go into 
that. 

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, I have asked the staff to go over to the 
research library and pull together all the copies Ave have that Ave can 
identify as related to the 20,000 Avords, and we ha\ r e tAvo copies of that 
material now; and, Mr. Chairman, it would be appropriate if you 
would direct the clerk to make a\ T ailable to Mr. Lane and Mr. Ray the 
materials that they made their motion for.' 

Mr. Preyer. The clerk is directed to present those materials to Mr. 
Ray and Mr. Lane. 

Mr. Lane. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Preyer. At this time, then, the committee Avill stand in recess. 
Since we were late starting today and we would like to move along as 
far as we can go, would it be agreeable with you to recess for 1 hour? 

Mr. Lane. I think Ave would prefer the ordinary recess, Mr. Preyer. 
We have a lot of documents to go over. I am not sure avc can finish this 
in the ordinary recess of 2 hours. 

Mr. Preyer. Let me suggest that Ave recess for 1 V? hours and I think 
that that would bring us to our normal time of 2 o’clock, and that 
should give you ample time. 

The committee will shortly recess until 2 o’clock. Again, let me 
caution the audience to please remain seated and stationary while the 
witness, James Earl Ray, leaves the courtroom. 

The committee stands recessed until two o’clock. 

[Whereupon, at 12:28 p.m., the commitee was recessed until 2 p.m. 
the same day.] 

Afternoon Session 


Mr. Preyer. The committee will come to order. 

The Chair again cautions everyone in the audience to remain seated 
and to remain stationary when Mr. Ray is brought into the committee 
room. Will the marshals bring Mr. Ray into the hearing room? 
[Pause.] 

Will the marshals inquire if there is going to be any prolonged 
delay ? 

[Mr. Ray was escorted into the hearing room.] 

The Chair recognizes Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ray, during the recess period, did you have an opportunity to 
examine in detail MLK exhibit No. F-92? 

Mr. Ray. Yes, sir, in detail. 

Mr. Devine. It is described as an interview with Alexander Anthony 
Eist at the Greenmail’s Pub, Six-Mile Bottom, Cambridge, England, 
on August 4, 1978. 

Mr. Ray. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. I Avould like to ask you some questions, Mr. Ray, as it 
relates to this statement, and I will either ask them relative to what I 
consider pertinent parts of the statement or I w ill read the entire 
statement into the record, whatever best serves your purpose. Which 
do you prefer ? 

Mr. Lane. Whatever you would like to do, Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Since you have had the entire statement, I will refer 
only to certain portions thereof. First of all, Mr. Chairman, may we 
have this admitted ? 
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Mr. Lane. Excuse me. 

Mr. Devine. If it has not already been so, MLK exhibit No. F-92. 

Mr. Lane. Mr. Ray, he said on reflection he thinks he prefers you 
read the entire statement, if you do not mind doing that. 

Mr. Devine. This is captioned “Interview with Alexander Anthony 
Eist at the Greenman’s Pub, Six-Mile Bottom, Cambridge, England, 
on August 4, 1978.” 

Today’s date is August 8, 1978 — August 4, 1978. We are at the Greenman’s 
Pub, Six-Mile Bottom, Cambridge, England. We are about to commence with the 
interview of Alexander Anthony Eist. Mr. Eist, we will start off by identifying 
the persons in the room, starting with Mr. Eist. Mr. Eist will you identify your- 
self please? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. My name is Alexander Anthony Eist. I am now the licensee of 
the Greenman Public House, Six-Mile Bottom, Cambridge, here. I served in the 
Metropolitan Police for 28-years. 

Mr. Lane. I am sorry to interrupt you. Since I read the document 
and there is some pressing other matter I might attend to, I wonder if 
I might be excused if all you are going to do is read that document and 
I will be back before you finish. Is that all right, Mr. Preyer? 

Mr. Preyer. Is that all right, Mr. Ray ? 

Mr. Ray. Yes. 

Mr. Preyer. That is agreeable with the Chair. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman. Let me ask a question of counsel. 
Is it my understanding that Mr. Ray wishes this read ? 

Mr. Lane. I think Mr. Devine said he had his choice and Mr. Ray 
said it will be fine if it is all read. 

Mr. Devine. Your request is that you may be permitted to vacate 
the table during the reading. 

Mr. Lane. Yes, that was the second question. I think 
Mr. McKinney 

Mr. McKinney. I wanted to make very clear who was requesting it 
because I would seriously object if counsel asked to vacate after re- 
questing it be read. 

Mr. Lane. I have already read it. It is a question of everybody else 
hearing it. I read it closely, very carefully. 

Mr. Devine. May I continue, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Lane. Thank you, Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Devine. Continuing where Mr. Eist was answering, he said : 

I served in the Metropolitan Police for 28-years. 

Mr. Evans. Your present address, sir? 

Mr. Eist. Having joined on the 14th of June, 1948. I finished at the rank of 
Chief Inspector. I also have a private cottage known as Willow Cottage, 9, High 
Street, West Ratten in Cambridge here. 

Mr. Evans. Now, your date of birth, sir? 

Mr. Eist. 26th of March, 1929. 

Mr. Rogovin. Yes, E-I-S-T. 

I am Charles H. Rogovin, Special Counsel to the committee. 

Mr. Lindley. Robin Lindley, Staff Attorney, with the committee. 

Mr. Evans. And I am Edward Evans, Chief Investigator, U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives, Subcommittee on Assassinations. 

Mr. Evans. Okay, Mr. Eist, I’d like to take, you back to on or about June 8, 
1968. I would like to know what your assignment was at that time? 

Mr. Eist. At that time, I was a sergeant, a Detective Sergeant with a group 
of men stationed at Scotland Yard known as the Flying Squad. I was under the 
command of a man called Butler, Thomas Butler who was a Chief-Detective 
Chief Superintendent. 

Mr. Evans. Did there come a time on that day, June 8, 1968, when you were 
summoned to the Cannon Row Police Station. 
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Mr. Eist. Yes, I use to at that time live at number 50 Row Crescent Cheshunt, 
spelled C-H-E-S-H-U-N-T, which is some 20 miles from the metropolis. I received 
a phone call at about 4 a.m. from Mr. Butler directing me to attend the Cannon 
Row Police Station where I would be given instructions. 

Mr, Evans. Okay, and when you arrived there, what were your instructions 
from the Superintendent? 

Mr. Eist. When I arrived there I was told that there was an important prisoner 
and that I was to sit in the cell with him until relieved. I was to allow no one to 
enter the cell at any time. And generally guard the prisoner. 

Mr. Evans. Okay. At that time, did you know the identity of the prisoner? 

Mr. Eist. At that time all I knew was that it was a man that had been 
arrested at the London Airport in possession of a gun and there was some con- 
versation that he was suspected, of an armed robbery in London. 

Mr. Evans. Okay. On this first tour of duty, how many hours were you with 
this person? 

Mr. Ejst. I think on the first day J was relieved from duty about 3 p.m. on 
that afternoon. I seem to recall that it was either a Saturday or a Sunday; 
it was certainly a weekend. I think possibly it was a Sunday. 

Mr. Evans. Did you return to the Cannon Row Police Station after you were 
relieved, did you subsequently return at a later hour ? 

Mr. Eist. I did. It wasn't at that time that I did. I went back after having 
had some rest and relieved him, I believe I spent the night with the gentleman. 
I think it was on the Monday. That’s what makes me pretty sure it was a 
Sunday. Because on the Monday, Mr. Butler told me that for security reasons I 
was to hold myself in readiness at all times, because this prisoner, wherever he 
was moved, would be handcuffed, would be handcuffed to me and that I would 
be the one person who was in charge of him. That is, during his confinement in 
cells or transport from wherever he had to go to call a prisoner or anything 
like that. 

Mr. Evans. Well, could you possibly estimate first the amount of time that 
you spent with this prisoner from June 8 or thereabouts when you were first 
given this assignment until he left England on or about July 17, 18, 1968. 

I believe Mr. Eist was then responding. 

It's difficult because after the first period I was with him possibly sitting in 
the cell with him for 10, 12, 35 hours, something like this. But thereafter, of 
course, he was remanded incidently to Wadsworth Prison, which is not the usual 
remand prison; it’s a high security prison. Our prisoners are usually taken to 
Bixton. 

And I use to have to go to Wadsworth, go into the cellar at Wadsworth, be 
handcuffed to him and then taken to the court, as we have a system in this 
country w* hereby a man cannot be remanded in custody for more than a week ; 
that’s a seven-day remand. And, therefore, throughout any stay, particularly 
with regard to a case like this where you, then of course extradition proceedings 
were pending and taking place. 

It necessitated the prisoner being taken from the prison to the court at 
least once during the eight-day period until you get a further remand. Which 
meant that you use to go to Wadsworth Prison to collect him in connection with 
armed escorts, take him to the court where I would be placed with him in a 
cell at the court. 

And very often the wait there use to be two or three hours in length. And 
before the actual extradition proceedings started — you will appreciate — before 
the extradition started you will appreciate that the proceedings at the magis- 
trate’s court were very short, a matter of a half an hour or so, but of course we 
would have to go to court at least an hour before the proceedings started. 

So, there w r as always a delay in where I was sitting in the cells with him. 
Once the proceedings started I not only sat in the cell with him, but I had 
to sit in the dock next to him. I was in fact with this man the whole of the 
time that he wasn’t in the prison officer’s custody at Wadsworth Prison. 

Mr. Evans. I see. 

I’d like you at this time to make some comment as to the security procedures 
that your department took and I think those security procedures were taken at 
the request of the FBI, is that correct. 

Mr. Eist. That is correct. 

Mr. Evans. Alright, would you say that the security procedures that were 
followed were unusual? 
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Mr. Eist. I would say that they are probably the finest security procedures that 
I have ever seen. And I have dealt with high-security-risk prisoners throughout 
my service. 

Mr. Evans. Alright. Did there come a time in your association with the 
prisoner that you sort of gained, as one might gain confidence or you became not 
a confidant maybe but a friend that he would sort of talk to as much as a convict 
or a suspect will become a friend to a police officer. Did there come a time when 
you felt yourself that he would confide or would talk to you? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, very much so. He just 

Mr. Evans. Would you tell me how this was established, originally? 

Mr. Eist. Well, I think on the very first morning — I must mention that I am 
use to dealing with criminals of this caliber because I have been on the Flying 
Squad for a long time and I am used to dealing with people, low criminals in par- 
ticular from the streets. I am — I was sitting with this man on the very first morn- 
ing, not aware of the actual seriousness of the situation on the first tour of 
duty. 

But the first inclination I had was when he was given a meal. And this may, I 
think, consisted of — in fact I know it consisted of bacon, egg, sausage and 
beans, and it was just handed through to me. I had to hand it to him. And when 
I asked for utensils for him to eat it with the policeman refused. 

I had quite an argument with him because I couldn’t see how that man could 
eat a meal of this type with his fingers. But I was told that these were the in- 
structions and that was that. I think because of that, just a silly situation, the 
first time, this was after about three or four hours, the first time that the man 
who I was guarding permitted a smile and said something about “* * * thanks 
very much, good try * * *” to this effect, at least it broke the ice. 

Following that, on the first morning there were conversations of just a general 
nature during which he asked me whether I could get him some magazines and 
I particularly remember that he wanted them on yachting. Well, when I left 
my tour of duty I sought authority and I was told that that would be possible. 

I got some magazines and gave them to him. His attitude at that time began to 
change some. 

He was getting a little friendly. But I must say that I wasn’t too happy about 
him. I formed, particularly in the initial state, an opinion that this man had great 
criminal cunning and was possibly psychiatric. I say that because there would 
suddenly be a stump in any conversation we had and he would go into a shell 
and just look at me and look me up and down and look around the walls. And, 
in fact, at times it was quite an eerie situation. 

Mr. Evans. Did there come a time when he began to talk to you about his 
escape from prison in the United States? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. Yes, this came about because one must realize that when you 
spend a long time with a man, you just don’t sit down and look at each other ; 
you have got to talk about things. And I began to have general discussions with 
him as to the difference between the criminals of America and the criminals of 
England. 

Well, I didn’t actually know that he was escaped from prison until he told me. 
And — I because I said that was very good. And then he began to tell me, he 
said “Yeah, I had a lot of luck there.” He said that he had tried to get out of 
prison before, and he said he just happened to be at the right place at the right 
time. 

And I’m almost positive that he mentioned a laundry truck, it could have been 
a garbage truck, but I think, I’m almost sure that it was a laundry truck. It 
happened to be standing there at a certain time just about to leave the gates 
and he came out through the gate, as I said, laundry truck, and I have some 
recollection of him saying that he held on on the underneath of it. 

Mr. Evans. Did he indicate that he had any assistance in that escape? 

Mr. Eist. No. It was a pure lucky — I’m quite positive of that. It was a pure 
lucky chance that he got out. Although he did tell me that he had tried before and 
failed. 

Mr. Evans. All right. During your t‘me that you spent with him and during 
your talk about Missouri State Prison, did you get the indication that, that he 
did not want to go back to Missouri State Prison? 

Mr. Eist. Very, very much so. There was something about that prison that he 
was fearful of in my opinion. 

Mr. Evans. On occasion, or occasions arose when he sort of discussed some 
of his exploits in the States after he had escaped from prison, would you sort of 
give us what you can recall on that? 
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Mr. Eist. Yeah, well he did in actual fact, again in general conversations with 
regard to American and English criminals, I would sort of size him off. How 
are you living while on the run? And, he was telling me the usual way, holding 
up small stores and things like that. 

I said well, did you have any help at all? I don’t think it actually came out like 
this but it came out during the course of conversations like this, and the one 
person that he continually began to mention to me after this was his brother. 
He mentioned his brother. I seemed to recall that he mentioned he had other 
brothers. I thought, I seemed to think that he said he had a large type family. 

But this was an elder brother, that is a brother that he looked up to as a 
father more than a brother. And he said things to me to the effect that the only 
person that he ever got any help from was of course his brother. He even went 
on to laugh about one occasion when he and his brother had robbed a store and 
on turning the corner, he had fallen out of the passenger seat. We had quite a 
laugh over this to be honest with you. This was sort of a thing that was getting 
him going, getting him to talk to break the ice, if you like. 

Mr. Evans. Uh, I’d like to ask you — during those times that you spoke with 
Ray in your conversations did he ever express a hatred for Blacks? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. 

Mr. Evans. Would you sort of explain to me what he said, or the gist of the 
conversations? 

Mr. Eist. Well, the conversations were — I mean there wasn’t any doubt at all. 
He just hated Black people. He said so on many occasion. In fact he said he 
tried to get into Africa or was going to Africa to try and shoot some more. 
He also mentioned, there was some reference to a conversation to the foreign 
legion. He didn't really expound on it because you must be aware that every- 
time I went to ask a question he just shut up and he would just sit there for 
periods of twenty minutes just looking at me, and one had to be very, very care- 
ful how you dealt with this man. 

Mr. Evans. In other words 

Mr. Eist. Quite frankly, I had visions of him going berserk at any minute 
when he was in these funny moods because he wms, oh 

Mr. Evans, In other words, you’d say that any time you initiated a conversa- 
tion or tried to clarify a point as to his criminal activity he would not respond? 

Mr. Eist. He would clam up. 

Mr. Evans. And knowing that you just allowed him to talk at his will. 

Mr. Eist. Yes. 

Mr. Evans. Whenever he wanted to talk about something. 

Mr. Eist. That’s right. That’s right, because I, I mean I then began to know 
the man and began to sort of note when to say something and then just leave 
it alone. Because as I say some of these periods of silence weren’t exactly 
healthy. 

Mr. Evans. During these conversations about the hatred of Blacks did he 
discuss with you his feelings about Blacks relative to he would kill some Blacks 
or he had a plan, or based on what he’d say did you get from that that that he 
had a plan to kill some Blacks ? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, very much so. 

He was telling me that for him to have shot a Black man of note in certain 
parts of America would make him into a national hero anyway. He seemed 
absolutely mad about publicity. He really wanted it. He kept asking me, “Has 
anything else appeared in the papers today?” And he’d also say to me “you 
haven’t seen anything yet, you wait until the world press gets on it and I’m 
on television” and all this nonsense, you see. This was the very first time that 
the shooting of Luther King started to come into the conversation was when he 
was discussing publicity. Before that, we really hadn’t got into this at all, lie 
wasn’t discussing that. But his ego was such that he began to tell me about 
it, you know. 

Mr. Evans. Did he want the papers every day, did you provide him with the 

Mr. Eist. Yeah, No, I didn’t because that was something that — you see follow- 
ing that initial time when he was in British custody he officially was under the 
protection of the prison authorities. Um, except for the time when he is going 
to court or back to the prison from court, or at the court when he was in official 
police custody and they would have frowned on the fact of me supplying him any 
sort of materials. 

But I did, in all honesty I did once or twice take him in bars of chocolate, I 
mean things like that. This really was because he began to look at me as the 
only friend he had in the country. 
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Mr. Evans. Well, based on your conversation, did you form any opinion as 
to why he felt there would be some financial gain, if any at all, from the fact 
that he was involved in the killing? 

Mr. Eist. Well, yeah. There came a time when he began to tell me about the 
gun, a gun. And he began to tell me that he had thrown this gun away. Because, 
I mean, you know during his ramblings when he was talking, I mean he was 
talking quite freely until he thought I was trying to get something out of him, 
then whenever he got that impression, bang it would go again, you know. 

Mr. Evans. But during these ramblings did he tell you what had happened? 

Mr. Eist. He told me that he left this place, wherever the shooting had been, 
he told me that he left and he was coming out of there when he saw a policeman 
or something like that, and he said “that is the only time I made a mistake,” 
he said, “I panicked then, and I threw the gun away.” 

So, he said “all I know is they’ve got my fingerprints on that gun, but I should 
make a lot of money out of this.” Then he went into something about the fact 
that he was doing a certain period of imprisonment at Missouri and that the 
only thing that the State, or wherever this shooting occurred would be able to 
pin on him was a conspiracy because they couldn’t actually prove that he fired 
the gun, “ — it said ‘the fired the gun.’ I think it was probably a typo. — ” because 
according to him nobody saw him and all this and that and the other. 

He was quite open about this situation a conspiracy. And he mentioned, and I 
can’t quite relate whether it was one to ten, or one to twelve, it was something 
like this that he told me that it was the maximum that he could get for this 
conspiracy. And he seemed to be what we termed a backroom lawyer, in other 
words a criminal that had spent a lot of time and knew a limited amount of law, 
rather it be right or wrong, but he thought that this was right. 

That point number one, he would serve this sentence, which he would be quite 
happy about, he would be quite happy about that, I remember him laughing over 
this. Furthermore, there was some situation where he had it in his mind that this 
would run in conjunction with the sentence that he was already doing, so, there- 
fore, he would come out after this period, and that is where he really began to 
get interested and say to me “look I’m going to make * * *” first of all he men- 
tioned “half a million dollars” ; later on it became a “quarter million dollars”, 
whatever it was. 

He told me that his plan at this time now was to get a good lawyer, one he 
could trust, a mercenary lawyer who according to him because of the location 
of the death of Luther King, who hated Black people anyway like himself, he 
would have no shortage of friends, he’d have no shortage of fund raisers and 
he actually said that even the counsel, or the counsel’s representative he would 
get them to go on television and get a quarter of a million dollars that way, 
apart from the books he could write and all the other things. He then became 
obsessed with money and told me all these things. 

Mr. Evans. Did he— Did he say that he had actually done it or did he say 
that he just threw the rifle down? 

Mr. Eist. Oh, no, no, during a course of conversation he definitely — he didn’t 
actually come out with it, it was there in the conversation that he’d done it. 

Mr. Evans. Did he express any sorrow? 

Mr. Eist. None at all, he was quite proud of it. 

Mr. Evans. When he left the scene you said previously, or did he see a police 
car or a police officer, or don’t you recall? 

Mr. Eist. He said that he saw police, I’m not sure whether he saw a policeman 
or police car, but he saw police. 

Mr. Evans. Now these conversations that you had with the prisoner, and I 
think we can now say that it was James Earl Ray ? 

Mr. Eist. That’s right, it was. 

Mr. Evans. Did you inform your superiors in these conversations? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Evans. And who would that have been? 

Mr. Eist. I told Mr. Butler, I was keeping Mr. Butler informed of my conver- 
sations with him. I also left notes for him. The great difficulty according to 
Mr. Butler was, and he did tell me, he said the great difficulty of course is that 
none of this will be relevant except if something very important which people 
are not aware of came out of it. And I got the impression that what I was telling 
them, for instance 

Mr. Evans. Telling them, was this FBI? 

Mr. Eist. The FBI as well, yeah, Mr. McCray. 
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I got the impression all the time that what I was telling them they were aware 
of. I mean for instance the gun with the fingerprints on it. I had no knowledge 
of this, he told me this, I told them that, but they were aware of it, you know. 
So really and truly 

Mr. Evans. Do you recall relating to them the fact that Kay had admitted to 
you that he had killed Dr. Martin Luther King, or that it was your opinion 
based on what he had told you that he had actually perpetrated the 

Mr. Eist. It was more an opinion, it was more than an opinion, you see. he 
was telling me that after the shooting when he left this place he panicked and 
threw the gun away, that was rather more than opinion. I mean there isn’t 
any doubt from the conversation that he told me that he was admitting to me 
that he had done the murder. 

Mr. Evans. Could you explain to me — Superintendent Butler said that it was 
not relevant the fact the information he was giving you was not relevant is that — 
would he mean that it is not relevant under British law? 

Mr. Eist. Well, my understanding of the conversations of it was that it was 
under British law and American law, the fact is that I am having a conversation 
with a man who I haven’t cautioned, who is not giving me answers to questions 
under caution and then there was some question then that it would be irrelevant 
in the States anyway because the man had not been informed of his rights when 
he is saying this. 

I think there is something like this going, but as I say, a long time ago and 
I can’t find it. Whatever happened anyway was that Mr. Butler was aware and he 
went to America so he had the facts before him then and had they wanted 
anything further at that time, I have no doubt that he would have come and 
sent for me or something like that. 

Mr. Evans. Mr. Eist, was there any time that you told or related this story to 
anyone other than Superintendent Butler or Agent McCray? Did you tell anyone? 

Mr. Eist. Not until recently. 

Mr. Evans. At any time did you tell an associate or a partner that you had been 
working with or any of your 

Mr. Eist. I should think I told most of the squad, because you know when you 
are having a half a pint of whatever it is, you, I mean this wasn’t something that 
you do every day. There wasn’t any particular secret about it, all I thought was 
the man was a complete nut case. 

Mr. Evans. Okay, do you recall anyone in particular, maybe, did you have a 
partner at that particular time that you worked with steadily? 

Mr. Eist. Yeah, in the squad you have a lot partners, see. There was certainly 
no partner with me. 

Mr. Evans. In this particular assignment. 

Mr. Eist. It was one man, one job you see. 

Mr. Evans. Do you know 

Mr. Eist. I should think there are people that you can get the records, the 
squad records, there are people who would be aware of this, there was this 
situation you know. 

Mr. Evans. Did you know a Sergeant Ted Fuller? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. Sergeant Ted Fuller was a confidant of Mr. Butler’s and he may 
have been at the time, he may have been aware of, because some — Mr. Butler 
was very fond of this officer. I should imagine that Mr. Butler had a confidant, 
but it wasn’t me. 

Mr. Evans. Oh, Mr. Eist, in your description of James Earl Ray, you con- 
tinually refer to the fact that you thought he was a complete nut case. Would 
you sort of clarify that complete nut but — — 

Mr. Eist. Yes, I would — when I say that, perhaps that is the wrong expression 
to use. I would describe Earl Ray as a man of great criminal intelligence, criminal 
cunning in other words, very great criminal cunning, shrewd — but through it all 
was coming a clear pathological pattern in my opinion. This man, I could 
look at this man as a policeman and say this man was capable of committing 
murder. He didn’t — quite frankly, I wasn’t too happy sitting there with him 
all the time. 

He kept in between these conversations, he would sort of sit there and look at 
me you know, and his eyes were set back, you could see. But when we were 
talking in terms of the difference between American criminals and English 
criminals he was really shrewd and intelligent. 

Mr. Evans. Well, would you say under British law that he could be considered 
to be criminally insane had he gone to trial here? 
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Mr. Eist. No, oh, no. I wouldn’t go that far, no way. 

Mr. Evans. All right, can you sort of go through the last time that you say 
James Earl Ray, you were assigned with him that date, can you tell how that 
came about in the security procedures that were followed by the Scotland Yard 
and the FBI? 

Mr. Eist. Yeah. At some stage I was summoned to Mr. Butler’s office and told 
that on a certain day and possibly a day after, I was to remain at the yard — 
take no assignments, and await instructions. There were several other officers at 
the time who were also given the same message. We did not know what it was 
for because if you do appreciate it we were also dealing with other jobs of fairly 
big magnitude and it was quite common for a squad of officers to be summoned 
to the yard and say, why you wait there until you get further instructions and 
things like that. 

I at this time, on this occasion I didn’t associate it with this man Ray because 
although I knew extradition proceedings were finished and he was waiting to go, 
it just didn’t, you know until I was told it didn’t cross my mind. 

Anyway we waited in the Yard for I think two days actually and I tlrnk on 
the second day suddenly we were all summoned to Mr. Butler’s office and given 
instructions as to what was going to happen. 

We went to Wadsworth Prison where I was taken into what I — the first time 
I’d ever been in there was a condemned cell actually and I was sat down next to 
Earl Ray. That’s the first time I knew when we were on our way to Wadsworth 
that this was going to happen. Mr. Butler was a very shrewd man. To bamboozle 
the press there was a decoy van and cars, left Wadsworth Prison first, then we 

came out quietly afterwards and we went to Police Station where Earl 

Ray sat in his cell, again I had to sit with him for several hours this time. 

There then came a time when Mr. Butler came in, he said, all right, that’s it 
handcuff me to Earl Ray, we were placed in a car. Mr. Butler sat in the car 
with me and there was a driver and we were then proceeded in a direction 
which I now know to be New Market. I didn’t know then, of course, where 
we were going. During the trip though radio silence was maintained because 
each one had their instructions and we finished up at, I think it was Laken 
Heath. 

And at Laken Heath I was sitting with Earl Ray when I know for a fact that 
the Colonel in charge there made a telephone call to Mr. Hoover. 

Following that — I even believe at that time that the plane was still in the air. 
But at that time the Colonel spoke to — I know that for a fact because I heard 
him — following instructions from Mr. Hoover he summoned an aid, the aid went 
out and about 15 or 20 minutes later some guards came in and we all went out 
to the cars and the whole convoy went across to a plane that was standing right 
in the middle of an airfield surrounded because a full emergency then was going 
on, guards, engines, and fire engines, all that. 

We were taken on board the plane which was well guarded. In the plane I 
was taken to the back where some plane clothes men took Earl Ray from me, they 
then taped his hands, wrists and neck, placed him in a seat and at that moment 
they thanked us, they said “thank you very much gentlemen,” and I think before 
we got back to the Colonel the plane had taken off and gone. So, the security, 

I mention this because the security was so efficient and you know, something I 
think both can be proud of. 

Mr. Evans. Based on your experience, this is the most stringent security 
procedures that you have ever seen ? 

Mr. Eist. That I’ve seen for one man ; yeah, definitely. 

Mr. Evans. In other words you would say that the people in charge, the FBI 
agents were exercising exceptional caution that nothing would happen to the 
prisoner? 

Mr. Eist. Very exceptional caution. 

Mr. Evans. Sir, would you sort of tell us, this is 1978 and this occurred in 
1968. Would you sort of tell us how you decided at this time to come forward 
with this information? What prompted you to come forward? 

Mr. Etst. Recently about two months I think it was there was a bit of publicity 
over here about certain things happening to do with Earl Ray and the shooting 
of Martin Luther King. There were inquiries and things going on. And I have 
a lot of Americans coming here, and I was talking to an American couple who 
said this was probably important to the country’s sake and I should do something 
about it and get in touch with the authorities, which I did, I phoned the FBI. 
Mr. Evans. You phoned the FBI office in London? 
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Mr. Eist. Yeah. 

Mr. Evans. And were you subsequently interviewed by two agents from the 
FBI? 

Mr. Eist. I was, yes. 

Mr. Evans. And did you relate to them basically the same story that you have 
now related to us? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, the same. 

Mr. Evans. Would you give me the name of the couple that you spoke to? 

Mr. Eist. Well, I’d rather not, you know, because I only know them casually 
and they didn’t, they don’t come into this at all. They just in actual fact advised. 
I mean I never went into the conversation with them. I just said I had certain 
knowledge and this and that. And then they advised that I should contact the 
appropriate authorities. 

Mr. Evans. And then you thought that you would contact the FBI? 

Mr. Eist. That’s right. 

Mr. Evans. Are there any additional questions? 

Mr. Rogovin. Have you had occasion to talk to your former department? 

Mr. Eist. On this subject, no. 

Mr. Rogovin. And you are in retired status of the Metropolitan? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, yes. I’m on pension, yes. 

Mr. Rogovin. I think we noted, but for the record, you retired as a Detective 
Chief Inspector? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. 

Mr. Evans. And that was a total of some 30 

Mr. Eist. 20, 28 and a half years. 

Mr. Evans. 28Vi years. 

Okay, is there anything additional that you would like to add that might be 
of some assistance to us? 

Mr. Eist. Not really, except to say if you want my impression of Earl Ray, Earl 
Ray, and from what he told me. Gentlemen, for what it is worth, I haven’t any 
doubt in my mind that he did that on his own. For whatever reason he did it on 
his, but he did it on his own. If it had been anything, or anybody behind him 
on that particular job that during the various and many conversations I had 
with him it would have come out. 

Mr. Rogovin. Should it become of interest to the Committee of the House of 
Representatives in Washington, Mr. Eist, would you be willing, if requested, 
Mr. Eist, to do so to come to the United States at Government expense, of course, 
to testify at a public proceeding with regard to the knowledge you have of this 
matter? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. 

Mr. Rogovin. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Evans. Okay, thank you very much Mr. Eist for allowing us into your 
business location and taking the time to be interviewed by us. 

Mr. Eist. It’s fine. 

Mr. Devine. Now, Mr. Lane and Mr. Kay, I would like to point out 
to both of you that, and emphasize this, that this committee just re- 
cently received this information, and it is not necessarily accepting the 
information as totally true, accurate, or credible. We are investigating 
Mr. Eist and his background, to assess the accuracy and reliability of 
this statement. We are asking you about this statement at this time 
solely to see if it refreshes your recollection and to obtain all infor- 
mation you can tell us about the events you were involved in and what 
may pertain to this statement. I would ask you at this time, Mr. Kay, 
if the statement I have just read to you is accurate or inaccurate or 
whatever assessment you wish to make of it. 

Mr. Ray. Well, first, Mr. Devine, I think that is probably the most 
damaging statement that has been made against me. It quotes me as 
making an oral statement admitting guilt in a murder charge. I think 
it refers to me as insane. So I would like to comment rather extensively 
on this statement and it is false, but did you say you wanted to ask me 
questions about specific allegations in the statement directed against 
me? 
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There are certain allegations in the statement referring to me. Did 
you want to question me about those allegations? Then after you did 
that I would appreciate if I could comment just briefly on some of 

Mr. Devine. Well, if you would care to comment in any way you 
wish, you go ahead, you have the freedom to do so. 

Mr. Ray. First I have a clipping here from the Washington Post 
on August 10, 1978. It quotes Congressman Mendel Davis as saying 
this committee intended to crucify me. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Mendel Davis 

Mr. Ray. I think they are doing their best so I am 

Mr, Devine. I will comment, Mr. Ray, that Mr. Mendel Davis, al- 
though a member of Congress, is not a member of this select committee. 

Mr. Lane. It actually says that he quotes a member of your com- 
mittee as having said, “We are going to nail James Earl Ray to the 
cross.” That according to Mendel J. Davis, Democrat of South Caro- 
lina, is what ojie member of the Assassinations Committee told him 
this week, of the forthcoming public hearings. So he is a Congressman 
who is quoting one of the members of this committee. That is what Mr. 
Ray was referring to. 

Mr. Devine. This is not responsive to the question. My question to 
you, Mr. Ray, is : After having listened to this statement given to staff 
of the select committee by retired chief inspector Mr. Eist, whether 
this is accurate or inaccurate, and if you can prove that there are in- 
accuracies, would you please point them out ? 

Mr. Ray. I will have to attempt to prove they are mostly inaccurate. 

First, when I was arrested in London in 1968, 1 believe it was, one 
of the first things I did was send a statement to Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
the attorney representing me, Mr. Ramsey Clark, denying that I would 
make any type of oral statement either to policemen or possibly con- 
victs if I was confined with inmates. I think this statement was in the 
newspapers. Over the years, I made several similar statements, because 
I know one of the prosecution’s favorite tactics when they have a 
weak case is to try to get someone in your presence, then he will make 
up a story. I am sure if there are any lawyers on this committee they 
will remember that tactic. Over the years I made several similar de- 
nials. The last one I made is dated August 4, 1975. This is to Mr. Ray 
Ashley. He is attorney general of Tennessee. And it referred to crim- 
inal indictment 16445, State v. Ray . That is the King case. I will read 
three paragraphs instead of reading the whole letter. 

The first two paragraphs : 

Dear Sir : With reference to the above-cited criminal indictment, the defendant 
therein has assumed it necessary for legal reasons over the past several years— 
that is, subsequent to his arrest under said indictment — to make certain dis- 
claimers in writing similar to the instant one below. 

The defendant feels these disclaimers are necessary because of the State’s 
apparent excessive zeal in prosecuting the matter, as the matter pertains to the 
defendant, even including the utilization of biopeddlers and communication in- 
dustry, for example, George McMillan. 

Now, I will turn to the last paragraph. 

Therefore, it would follow that the above disclaimers would be legally useless. 
However, such disclaimers are not meant to be oriented toward a jury — or 
meant to be oriented toward a jury rather than exclusively the former. The 
former referred to prosecuting attorneys. 
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Anyway, in respect to the statement, I believe Mr. — what is his 
name — Eist, I think he commented that I was seeking publicity. Of 
course when you file for a new trial or something there is naturally 
going to be a little publicity involved in it, you can’t avoid that. In 
reference to my contacts with representatives of the media, I mostly 
avoided those until 1975. 1 think up until 1975 I may have had two or 
three interviews, and that didn’t pertain to the case; it pertained to 
conditions of confinement, solitary confinement. 

The other matter that Mr. Eist referred to was the issue of money. 
What was it I was supposed to make, a million or half a million? 

I will start on the half or quarter of a million. 

Since my arrest in this case I haven’t taken a cent from the com- 
munications industry or no other source. I have been offered con- 
sideral amounts of moneys. Gerald Franks, I believe he is a Massachu- 
setts author, he offered me $1,000 an hour for an interview, which I 
turned down. George McMillan, I just referred to, he offered me 
$5,000 for a contract, which I turned down. In 1968 and the 1969 
period, William Bradford Huie offered me $10,000, which I turned 
down. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Bay. 

Mr. Bay. I just have one more, and that is it. 

Approximately 5 or 6 months ago the author, William Bradford 
Huie, offered me $225,000 if I would take full responsibility for the 
King murder. I think this committee knows about this offer because my 
brother tape recorded the conversation, give the tape to Mr. Lane ; he 
provided the tape to this committee. 

Mr. Lane. That is correct. 

Mr. Bay. I never received a cent from the communications industry 
iu respect to this case. 

Mr. Lane. I wonder if I could make a very brief comment because 
I agree with Mr. Bay; this is perhaps the most damaging statement 
he ever made against Mr. Bay, and I am impressed with your state- 
ment, Mr. Devine, that you are going to investigate further. 

When you do, and I want to thank the indulgence of the committee 
for giving me a few minutes to leave to talk with an English barrister 
who told me that Mr. Eist was dismissed from the metropolitan police 
force in London in disgrace under charges of theft and perjury wdiich 
were lodged against him, that he was investigated by A-10 of the 
Internal Police Branch of the Corruption Department of Scotland 
Yard and they concluded he was guilty of corruption. But the Crown 
or the prosecutor, one Henry Pownell, recently charged in open court 
that your witness, whose record you read to the American people, that 
he is “a corrupt police official, a disgrace to the English police force.” 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Lane. 

Mr. Lane. He has been placed on trial for accepting bribes and 
involvement in jewel robberies throughout London, including the 
great Hatton Garden jewel robbery in the Hatton Garden jewelry dis- 
trict in 1974, and it has been alleged in open court that Eist set up aud 
established conspiracies to commit jewel robberies throughout all of 
England and on numerous occasions Mr. Eist has given evidence in 
court, it has been stated under oath by others, that lie invented oral 
confessions and committed perjury in relating them. If that is true, if 
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this information is true, about Mr. Eist’s information, which has just 
been given to me, if it was in all of the newspapers as this lawyer told 
me, then I don’t know why your investigator in London couldn’t have 
found that out by reading any of the newspapers and if this is true, 
and if it was in the newspapers, this committee has engaged in the 
most irresponsible conduct probably in the long history of Congress, 
and that is an awful long history of irresponsible conduct. 

Mr. Preyer. In a desire to be completely fair to you, the Chair has 
allowed you to bring out those matters which you would have been 
allowed to bring out, although more properly they would have come 
at the end of Mr. Ray’s testimony, under our rule. 

I will point out once again that Mr. Devine indicated this testi- 
mony is not being offered as evidence of the truth of those statements. 
The committee does not make any statement as to the credibility of the 
witness and Mr. Ray was only being asked whether the statement was 
true and any comments he may 

Mr, Lane. If you knew of this man’s background, it was a height of 
irresponsibility not to inform the American people about that back- 
ground. Yes, if I did not receive a phone call from the English lawyer, 
the American people would not know of the deceit of this committee. 
This is perhaps the most outrageous thing this committee has done. 
It is outrageous, and the American people are watching this and are 
judging you more than they are judging anyone else here in the arena. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Devine is recognized. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman, I am not sure that the answers given by 
Mr. Ray were responsive to the inquiry. I said initially we do not 
vouch for the credibility and authenticity of the background of the 
officer that was keeping you in custody, that spent a lot of time with 
you, but I simply ask you whether or not the statements contained 
in this statement obtained by committee staff were accurate or inaccu- 
rate, and would you please state in what portion they are inaccurate ? 

Mr. Ray. I never discussed the case with any English policeman, so 
all the statements in there are inaccurate. 

Mr. Devine. All of the statements are inaccurate? 

Mr. Ray. As far as I know. He is apparently a psychology student, so 
I am not going to pass any expert judgment on his qualifications as a 
psychiatrist. 

Mr. Devine. We will let that stand on the record. 

Mr. Lane. Under these circumstances, I want to talk with my client. 
I am not sure it is possible to go on any further with the kind of deceit 
and deception of this committee. I would like a recess to talk with my 
client to see how to proceed. I have never in 28 years of practicing 
law ever seen anything as terrible, as outrageous 

Mr. Preyer. At this time, we will consider that. 

The committee will stand in recess. Is 5 minutes sufficient for you ? 
10 minutes? 

Mr. Lane. Half an hour. 

Mr. McKinney. May I make a statement ? 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. McKinney. 

Mr. McKinney. I think the American people should know that this 
statement which the committee has assigned no veracity to whatsoever, 
was handed to counsel an hour and a half before we came back into 
session. Counsel would now like time to evidently discuss this state- 
ment with his client. 
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I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the proper time for counsel to 
have done that would have been during our recess rather than his get- 
ting into a vehicle, driving to a television station and doing a television 
show. 

Would you please keep in order ? 

Mr. Lane. I did not ask for a recess to discuss this document but to 
discuss what I found out 5 minutes ago after I returned from the 
Panorama program. 

Mr. McKinney. I am addressing my remarks to the Chair and not 
counsel. I think counsel had time to question the veracity of this before 
he allowed his client to ask that it be read in its entirety. It was his 
client that made the request. I would simply say to you, Mr. Chairman, 
a half an hour recess is ludicrous under these conditions. If there is 
plenty of time to drive across town, do a television interview, and drive 
back to this committee, half an hour recess is unwarranted. 

Mr. Lane. We are not asking for time to discuss this but to discuss 
the outrageous conduct of the committee and our determination 
whether we want to go any further. 

Mr. McKinney. I don’t wish to be addressed by you. 

Mr. Lane. That is of little concern to me. 

Mr. Preyer. The committee will stand in recess for 10 minutes, and 
I will ask the members of the audience to remember the caution : Please 
be seated and remain stationary when Mr. Kay is leaving the com- 
mittee room. 

[A 10-minute recess was taken.] 

Mr. Preyer. Will the marshals bring Mr. Kay into the committee 
room. 

[The marshals escorted Mr. Kay into the committee room.] 

Mr. Preyer. Will Mr. Lane be in shortly, Mr. Kay ? 

[Mr. Lane entered the committee room.] 

Mr. Lane. I request an opportunity to make a statement for 1 minute 
to the committee on this question, 1 minute. 

Mr. Preyer. Before you are given that opportunity, the Chair wants 
to repeat the statement that Mr. Devine made, which I think has been 
lost sight of in all the confusion. 

Mr. Devine said this, “I want to emphasize that this committee has 
only recently received this information” — that is the statement of this 
witness — “and is not necessarily accepting the truth of it. We are in- 
vestigating Mr. Eist and his background to assess the accuracy and 
the reliability of this statement. We are asking you about this state- 
ment at the current time solely to see if it refreshes your recollection, 
and to obtain all the information you can tell us about events you 
were involved in which may pertain to this statement.” 

I think that has been completely misconstrued. Mr. Ray was given 
this document over lunch. We wanted to give him the opportunity to 
comment on it. We will call this witness before the committee so that 
his credibility can be assessed. He will have the chance to explain any 
statements that he may have made. The committee did not read this 
statement into the record. We intended to just ask Mr. Ray whether the 
statement that he had read was true or false. It was at your request 
that it was read into the record. So, again, this committee does not 
vouch for the credibility of this statement, and we intend to call this 
witness to explain his statement at a later time. 

Mr. Lane. May I have one 
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Mr. Preyer. You are recognized, Mr. Lane, for 1 minute. 

Mr. Lane. Thank you, Mr. Preyer. First of all, during the question- 
ing, it was clear that this witness told your investigator, that he did 
not mention this to anyone for 10 years, evidently. Even when Mr. Ray 
was involved in an extradition hearing in London when the U.S. Gov- 
ernment couldn’t get any reliable evidence to extradite him, this man, 
this chief inspector had all this information, his full confession and 
never mentioned it to anyone. 

Now, years later when an American couple, who he was not re- 
quired to name, he was not required by your investigator to supply, 
right in here, asked him about the case, he decided to come forward 
and issue this statement. 

It is not true that we were given the option of having Mr. Ray 
merely say true or false. Mr. Devine said, I can either question you 
about portions of the document or read the entire document. In other 
vrords, the relevant and most damaging portions, we are sure, would 
have been read. That would be the normal procedure. So it was a ques- 
tion of placing this in the entire context because we felt that very 
likely the section about how I never told anybody in the last 10 years 
might not be read to the American people while the most damaging 
portions were. It is for that reason. 

But we didn’t have that choice and since this committee has photo- 
static copies of various documents and given them to the news media, 
literally behind our back, we never know what you are passing out 
to the news media and what you’re not. So even though a document 
may not be read into the record, it may nevertheless be published in 
the Washington Post the next morning if your clerk has several copies 
made and given to the press. 

In fact, on numerous occasions I found that lias been the only place 
I could get copies for myself. 

Mr. Preyer. Are you ready to proceed at this time, Mr. Lane ? 

Mr. Lane. Yes. I would just like to say one last thing, that the 
statement that Mr. Devine made that we are not vouching for this 
was made after the statement was read and after it was known that 
I was out there making phone calls about a matter which I thought to 
be of great concern. I have not left this hearing room except on that 
occasion, and one could presume this was the matter I was investigat- 
ing, it was not until then, that Mr. Devine — — 

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, it might be appropriate to note at this 
time the phone call Mr. Lane ultimately received was initially received 
in our offices. It was not received by him individually. It was received 
in our offices and we relayed to the Capitol police, who found Mr. Lane. 
This information was brought to Mr. Lane’s attention because we, the 
committee and the committee staff, decided to get it to him, as indeed 
we should. And the inference he has left in the record is false and it 
should be recognized as such. 

Mr. Lane. You didn’t give me the message about the contents of 
this, just as a phone call from a person in London — in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Preyer. Do you have further questions, Mr. Devine ? 

Mr. Lane. False statement again, Mr. Blakey. 

Mr. Devine. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair recognizes the chairman of the Martin 
Luther King Subcommittee, Mr. Fauntroy. 
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Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, as you know, we have three mandates 
in this committee. One, to determine who killed Martin Luther King, 
Jr.; second, was he assisted in any way by anyone and, third, what 
was the performance of the investigative agencies of this Government 
with respect to that assassination. 

I have been preparing myself to interrogate Mr. Kay with respect 
to a number of some 21 conspiracy allegations and those conspiracy 
allegations will require a considerable time to cover, and I am under 
great time pressure at this point to not only include at least three or 
four other witnesses that I think the committee and the American 
people ought to hear today, but also to go through the complexities 
of several conspiracy allegations which we are mandated to explore. 

For that reason, as reluctant as I am to give up the opportunity 
to question our witness with respect to these allegations at this time, 
I think it is the better part of wisdom that as a committee we continue 
the interrogation of Mr. Ray at a later time, at a time that would give 
me the time I need to raise the very serious questions which I have, 
and enable us to get on to two or three very important witnesses that 
I insist, Mr. Chairman, that we as a committee cover today. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair feels this should be a committee decision 
rather than the decision of the Chair. If I may speak to Chairman 
Stokes and the ranking members and any others who wish to come 
forward. I will be just a moment. [Pause.] 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Fauntroy? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Before you rule, let me also say, as you know, I was 
prepared to begin my questioning of the witness this morning. I fully 
intended to take much of the day interrogating him on the conspiracy 
allegations, and I am very disappointed that I am not able to do that. 
I had recommended that we hold these hearings at this time because 
the chairman had assured me that in conversation with the witness 
and with Mr. Lane, they had available to them all of the materials 
and documents that they felt necessary to prepare themselves for 
cross-examination on these conspiracy matters. 

I do very reluctantly give up that opportunity now, but I insist, 
again, that I have that opportunity to interrogate Mr. Ray on these 
matters. 

Chairman Stokes. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Fauntroy. I will be very happy to yield to the distinguished 
chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. I would just like to say we were given that 
assurance from them that they had everything they needed. 

Mr. Edgar. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Fauntroy. I yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Edgar. Just to clarify the situation, when Mr. Ray comes back 
at some future time, the subject that we will be dealing with at that 
time, at least initially, will be the issue of conspiracy; is that correct? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Among other things, Mr. Edgar. The fact is that the 
American people are concerned about who killed Martin Luther King, 
Jr., but also whether or not the person who assassinated him had any 
help, and I am, quite frankly, a little frustrated at this point that 
I have not had the time to get into that very serious matter. 

Mr. Fitiitan. Will the gentleman yield? 
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Mr. Fatjntroy. I will be happy to yield to the gentleman from 
Indiana. 

Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman, I want to be sure, before you proceed, 
that the witness and his counsel do, indeed, have in their possession 
the 20,000 words and any other documents from which we are going 
to proceed ; that is, any documents of substance from which we are to 
proceed when we deal with the conspiracy question. Does Mr. Ray 
have in his possession now the 20,000 words which his counsel raised 
this morning ? 

Mr. Lane. No, we raised it yesterday. We do have this document. 
I think there may be less than 20,000 words, but I know you call it 
the 20,000-word document. We have this document. We asked for it 
yesterday. We have it today. We don’t have everything we may need. 

For example, if you are going to try to add any more documents of 
this kind from England, this kind of trash, we would like to have some 
advance notice. We don’t know what you’re planning, but so far as 
we’re concerned, I believe that we are prepared to proceed, now that 
we have this material and Mr. Ray has had an opportunity to read it. 
That is not to say that if you start asking Mr. Ray questions about 
secret reports that you have or knew police officers wdiose memories 
have been refreshed a decade later that we are not going to ask to look 
at that document or any document around it. So far as we know, we 
are prepared now to answer all the questions. 

Mr. Fithian. Further inquiry, Mr. Chairman. The staff excerpts that 
have been printed as a Government document that relate to all the 
testimony that Mr. Ray has given, is that now in the possession of 
Mr. Ray and his counsel ? 

Mr. McKinney. Will the gentleman from Washington yield? 

Mr. Fatjntroy. It is my time. I will be happy to yield to the gentle- 
man from Connecticut. 

Mr. McKinney. I would just like to say to the chairman as ranking 
member of the Martin Luther King Subcommittee, I was prepared to 
go into somewhat extensive questioning this morning. I had read all 
of the testimony that Mr. Ray has given to the committee at Brushy 
Mountain, and my impression from the testimony was that the com- 
mittee had given the witness, as well as his attorney, everything that 
they desired. I found out today that was not true as far as the counsel 
is concerned for the witness. 

So I want to make doubly sure that we have a definite statement 
from both the witness and counsel, before they leave here today, that 
except for new material which we will give them, they have abso- 
lutely everything they want at the present time. With that assurance, 
we can avoid this problem with delay and all the other problems we 
have had at these hearings. 

Mr. Lane. First of all, of course, we don’t have the transcript of 
today’s hearing, probably because it’s not finished yet, but we would 
like that to be made available to us. That is a document we don’t have. 
It’s understandable you have not been able to give it to us yet. 

We would like to have, and we have asked this past, we would like 
to have all of the FBI reports dealing with Mr. Ray’s movements 
around the country and all the reports that you have indicating where 
Mr. Ray was from the middle of March until the death of Dr. King 
on April 4, 1968. There is no way thgt Mr. Ray has, over the years, 
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been able to go into the hotels and motels of Decatur, Ala., and various 
other hotels and motels where he believes he stayed in Clinton, Miss., 
I think, and get that information. 

Very likely the FBI took it many, many, years ago in any event. If 
you have those documents, instead of trying to surprise Mr. Ray with 
them, if you can afford those documents to him so he can examine 
them, it may refresh his recollection. Perhaps he has made some errors 
about dates of where he stayed 10 years ago. In terms of the Huie 
document — did you want to say something, sir ? 

Mr. Preyer. I was going to say, I don’t think we can go through 
every one of the documents at this point. 

Mr. Lane. Oh. 

Mr. Preyer. But I do want to assure you that the committee will 
make available to you, will take under advisement any requests that 
you have before we resume any hearings here. 

Mr. Lane. One more point, if I could, about this, and that is Mr. 
Ray believes that this is not the completed Huie material, and I have 
never seen this until today. Perhaps he can tell you what’s missing. 

Mr. Preyer. Well, we will go into that at the appropriate time. The 
matter before us right now is whether to recess or not. 

This is the first week of a series of hearings in this matter. We will 
resume again in November. The committee does have several other 
important witnesses to hear today. We have inconvenienced those wit- 
nesses long enough. It is the opinion of the committee that we should 
recess the James Earl Ray portion of the hearings until a later date, 
probably in November. So at that time and in the meantime, we will 
make available to you and discuss with you whatever documents you 
might need, and we will make available today’s transcript, of course, 
to you. 

Mr. Lane. I take it that we can make a closing argument 

Mr. Fatjntroy. Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Preyer. When we resume again, we will, of course, at the con- 
clusion of the testimony make the time available to you for closing 
arguments and closing statements. 

Mr. Lane. Thank you.* 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, at this time 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. F auntroy ? 

Mr. Fauntroy. I just want to emphasize we ought to get started 
now. We have some crucial witnesses which I think it important the 
committee hear. 

Mr. Preyer. The Chair again warns everyone to please remain 
seated while Mr. Ray is being escorted from the hearing room. 

[Mr. Ray left the hearing room.] 

Mr. Preyer. The committee will recess in a few moments for 5 
minutes and it will be necessary for everyone in the audience to leave 
the room during that 5-minute period. That includes all of us, the 
committee, representatives of the media. 

The committee will stand recessed for 5 minutes. 

[A brief recess was taken.]— 

Chairman Stokes. The subcommittee will come back to order. 

In this section of the hearings this afternoon, the committee will 
hear several witnesses that relate to testimony given by the former 

*'See pp. 561^631, infra for traditional material sent to the committee by Mr. Ray to 
supplement his public hearing testimony. 
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witness, Mr. James Earl Ray, and witnesses referred to by his counsel, 
Mr. Lane. The Chair at this time recognizes Professor Blakey, staff 
director. 

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, in Mr. Ray’s testimony of yesterday 
and the day before an issue was raised as to where Mr. Ray was on 
April 1 and thereafter. Certain physical documents were shown to 
Mr. Ray, a laundry slip and a page from a book relating to that 
laundry slip. 

Mr. Ray’s counsel and Mr. Ray himself challenged the authenticity 
of those documents. He challenged them in the context of a promise by 
Mr. Ray that if the committee could show that he was in Atlanta at 
the appropriate time, he would take public responsibility for the Mar- 
tin Luther King assassination. 

It is useful, therefore, that the committee hear the testimony of the 
individual who prepared those documents and have the opportunity 
to see the original documents themselves. For this reason, it would be 
appropriate to call, Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Estelle Peters, who was an 
employee of the Piedmont Laundry in Atlanta in 1968. Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. Would you just raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give before this com- 
mittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ? 

Mrs. Peters. As far as I know. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you. 

The Chair now recognizes the gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. 
Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Mrs. Peters, I wonder if you would do the committee a favor by 
stating your full name and your date of birth for the record, please. 

STATEMENT OF ANNIE ESTELLE PETERS 

Mrs. Peters. Annie Estelle Peters, July 3, 1907. 

Mr. Dodd. Mrs. Peters, if you would do the committee a favor and 
try to speak right into that microphone in front of you. 

Mrs. Peters. OK. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you very much. 

Mrs. Peters, are you appearing today before this committee totally 
voluntarily ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Could you please tell the committee what your present 
occupation is ? 

Mrs. Peters. I am retired now. 

Mr. Dodd. When did you retire ? 

Mrs. Peters. I retired 6 years ago. 

Mr. Dodd. About 1972? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Were you formerly employed by the Piedmont Laundry 
in Atlanta, Ga. ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Dodd. And can you tell the committee during what period of 
time you were employed by the laundry ? 

Mrs. Peters. From 1967 to 1969. 
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Mr. Dodd. So that in March and April of 1968 you were employed 
by the laundry ; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Peters. Right. 

Mr. Dodd. Would you tell the committee what your job was at the 
laundry ? 

Mrs. Peters. Counter clerk. 

Mr. Dodd. And can you explain to the committee what your job 
functions as counter clerk included? 

Mrs. Peters. Well, customers came in and I would greet them and 
ask them if I could help them. Sometimes it was bringing in laundry 
or they were going to pick up some. 

Mr. Dodd. Can you tell me how many people normally worked on the 
counter at any given day in the laundry ? 

Mrs. Peters. Wei], there was only one of us and I was off on Thurs- 
days and they had a lady to relieve me. 

Mr. Dodd. Can you tell the committee what the store hours were for 
the Piedmont Laundry ? 

Mrs. Peters. F rom 7 — 6 :45 ’til 6 o’clock at night. 

Mr. Dodd. Could you tell the committee what your hours were ? 

Mrs. Peters. The same thing, 6 :45 to 6 o’clock. 

Mr. Dodd. And it was your testimony that, as I just understood 
you, Thursdays were normally your days off? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. And what day, if any, was the laundry closed? 

Mrs. Peters. Sundays. 

Mr. Dodd. So every other day of the week it was open? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. Is that correct? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. Did you have a vacation in 1968 ? 

Mrs. Peters. Well, I had a right smart of a vacation, I reckon. On 
June 17 I was in a wreck, and on July 4, lost a brother in death and 
I was out about 7 weeks. 

Mr. Dodd. When was the car accident ? 

Mrs. Peters. The day of May 17. 

Mr. Dodd. Of May ? 

Mrs. Peters. Right. 

Mr. Dodd. So you did not take a vacation prior to May 17, 1968 ? 

Mrs. Peters. No. 

Mr. Dodd. Do vou recall the week that Dr. King was assassinated 
in 1968? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Dodd. Were you at work on that week ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Dodd. W ere you at work on Monday, April 1 ? 

Mrs. Peters. No; I wasn’t at work on the 4th. I was at work on 
April 5. 

Mr. Dodd. All right. That Thursday you were not at work? 

Mrs. Peters. The 4th day was my day oS. 

Mr. Dodd. So you were at work on Monday, April 1, and on Friday, 
April 5? 

Mrs. Peters. Right. 
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Mr. Dodd. Could you, Mrs. Peters, describe for the committee, in 
your own words, what the normal business practices were when a 
customer arrived at your laundry? Let’s start first with leaving off 
laundry. When a customer walked in the door of the Piedmont Laun- 
dry in April 1968, what were the normal business practices; how did 
you deal with that customer ? 

Mrs. Peters. Well, I kind of felt close to my customers, they were 
all real nice, and I would get up and greet them, of course, with the 
usual morning greeting and ask them if I could help them ; and most of 
them at that time of day would bring in laundry and dry cleaning, 
but occasionally some would pick it up. 

Mr. Dodd. Well, can you tell the committee — let’s assume you have 
someone coming in with some laundry. 

Mrs. Peters. Sometimes they would be standing at the door waiting 
for me to unlock it. 

Mr. Dodd. All right. And if someone arrived with some laundry, 
how would you deal with them; how would you handle them; what 
was the business practice ; what went on ? 

Mrs. Peters. As a rule, if there was one of them and I had time I 
would completely write up the ticket. If I didn’t, I would lay it aside 
until I waited on the next customer and got their names and what type 
service they wanted. 

Mr. Dodd. So you had a receipt that you would fill out ? 

Mrs. Peters. Wc had a ticket we would write their names on and 
give them the back copy of it. 

Mr. Dodd. How many 

Mrs. Peters. If they wanted it. If they didn’t, we would just drop 
it in the garbage. 

Mr. Dodd. How many receipt tickets were there ? 

Mrs. Peters. There were four tickets to each — four parts to each 
ticket. 

Mr. Dodd. And you gave one of those to the customer ? 

Mrs. Peters. If they liked to have their receipts. 

Mr. Dodd. And the other three went where ? 

Mrs. Peters. Well, one went to the main office, on* came back to 
me, and then the main top ticket was put on the bundle of laundry 
or dry cleaning. 

Mr. Dodd. Did you normally write the date on the ticket, the date 
that the customer arrived with laundry ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes; we did. We dated our book, put it on the counter 
and dated the book for the day that we were working. 

Mr. Dodd. Let me keep your attention, if I can, just on the receipt, 
first, and then we will get to the book, OK ? 

Mrs. Peters. All right. 

Mr. Dodd. So you would first of all put the date on the ticket ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes; the name and the date on the ticket and just tear 
it off. 

Mr. Dodd. You would normally write the name of the customer 
down ? 

Mrs. Peters Right. We always did that. 

Mr. Dodd. Would you put their address down ? 

Mrs. Peters. We didn’t request their address because we didn’t have 
home service. 
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Mr. Dodd. Did you make out separate slips for dry cleaning ana a 
separate slip for laundry? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, we did 

Mr. Dodd. Did you ask the customer whether or not they would 
like any special kind of service ? 

Mrs. Peters. If they wanted starch or wanted a finished bundle, 
part of it fluffed and part of it finished, which we call a homestic 
bundle. 

Mr. Dodd. What about the service itself, a special or regular service, 
in terms of when they could get the laundry back? 

Mrs. Peters. We had a special service. If they got it in by 9 they 
could get it back by 4 the same day. But if they came after 9- 
9 :30, when the relay boy picked up the morning pickup, then they 
could get it back the next day. Or if they wanted regular service, that 
was 3 days. 

Mr. Dodd. All right. Could you tell me briefly now that you filled out 
the ticket and you have the customers laundry, what did you do with 
the laundry itself? 

Mrs. Peters. We would take our tickets and go through the laundry 
and see what they had and list the articles on the ticket and wrap it up 
and send it to the plant for cleaning or laundry. 

Mr. Dodd. What time did the pickups occur ? 

Mrs. Peters. Well, sometimes it would be 9 and sometimes it would 
be 9 :30. It just depended on how traffic was and how fast they could 
get to and from the plant to the call office. 

Mr. Dodd. What are you telling me, in effect, is that you didn’t 
actually do the laundry or drycleaning right there; it went out to a 
plant ? 

Mrs. Peters. No, we had to send it back to the plant. 

Mr. Dodd. Would the plant itself make any notation on the receipt 
when it got to the laundry ? 

Mrs. Peters. Well, now, like a homestic bundle, a finished bundle 
of laundry, usually we would bag that and just put the ticket and 
the marker would mark it in. 

Mr. Dodd. And would they stamp any date on it which would indi- 
cate when they received it ? 

Mrs. Peters. The only date they would stamp was the day that they 
figured the tickets for that day’s work and they would stamp the date 
on only. 

Mr. Dodd. Mrs. Peters, I would like to, and I would ask the clerk to 
show you MLK exhibit No. F-59, if I may, please. 

[MLK exhibit F-59 was received into the record.] 
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MLK Exhibit F-59 

I would also ask that that exhibit be placed on our display board. It 
has been up once before. 

We are going to give you a copy here, Mrs. Peters. You can have it 
right in front of you. That which is on the wall is an enlarged version 
of what you have right in front of you. What I would like to do if I 
could, Mrs. Peters, is ask you some specific questions about the exhibit 
that you have in front of you, if I may; is that all right? 

Mrs. Peters. All right. 

Mr. Dodd. First of all, does this exhibit represent the type of 
receipt 

Mrs. Peters. Right. 

Mr. Dodd [continuing]. That you gave to customers at the Piedmont 
Laundry in April of 1968 ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. And do you recognize this ticket ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Dodd. And, Mrs. Peters, is the handwriting on that slip Amur 
handwriting? 

Mrs. Peters. The date and the name and on the drycleaning ticket 
the articles, and on the other one I checked off “no starch,” because 
that was what he asked for. I have 19 — 30. That was page 19 and line 
30 that I put his drycleaning on, I mean his laundry on, and on the 
19 and 31 1 put the dryc leaning. 

Mr. Dodd. Let me go back with you, if I can, to see if I understand 
you correctly. At the very top of both receipts there is the date April 1, 
1968. That is your handwriting? 
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Mrs. Peters. That is correct. 

Mr. Dodd. The name “Eric Galt,” that is in your handwriting ; is 
that correct? 

Mrs. Peters. That is my writing. 

Mr. Dodd. All right. Coming down further, we see next to coats and 
trousers and ties various words written in there. 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, that was a black check coat, a gray pair of trou- 
sers, a tie, white with tan stripes, I believe. 

Mr. Dodd. OK. 

Mrs. Peters. I would have to put my glasses on. 

Mr. Dodd. Looking at the other receipt as well, are the date and the 
name in your handwriting ? 

Mrs. Peters. Right. 

Mr. Dodd. And would you 

Mrs. Peters. u No starch” and folded in my handwriting. 

Mr. Dodd. Right above that line there is a block that has source, 
mark, marker, and lot number. 

Mrs. Peters. Right under the name ? 

Mr. Dodd. Yes. Would you explain? 

Mrs. Peters. C-83 was the number of my call office. EGC-83 was 
Mr. Galt’s laundry mark. And the “A” is the girl that marked it in, 
and it was in lot 10. 

Mr. Dodd. Marked it in where, Mrs. Peters? 

Mrs. Peters. Down at the plant. 

Mr. Dodd. And the lot number 10, is that the lot number his laundry 
was in ? 

Mrs. Peters. Ten is the lot number that the laundry was done in. 

Mr. Dodd. Directly under that you have “no starch.” You checked 
that ? 

Mrs. Peters. And folded. He wanted no starch and he wanted his 
laundry folded. 

Mr. Dodd. All right. And then the number over to the right-hand 
side is 10 — 30. What does that indicate ? 

Mrs. Peters. The 19 is the page that I had it on in the book, and line 
30 is the line I had it under. 

Mr. Dodd. Then there is, appears to be a stamn that looks like April 
2, 1968. 

Mrs. Peters. That is the day the girl figured the ticket. 

Mr. Dodd. What girl ? 

Mrs. Peters. At the main office. 

Mr. Dodd. All right. I would now like to ask the clerk and the Chair 
if I may have introduced as an exhibit, Mr. Chairman, the logbook 
for the Piedmont Laundry, Atlanta, Ga. I would like that to be given 
an appropriate identification number and marked as an MLK exhibit. 

Chairman Stokes. Ts that the original logbook? 

Mr. Dodd. This is the original logbook from the Piedmont Laundry. 
But I will ask Mrs. Peters to go through it to identify the book, if I 
could, Mr. Chairman. I would like the clerk to ]3resent it to her at 
this time, and T would like it marked as an exhibit. 

Chairman Stokes. It will be marked as F-106A and without objec- 
tion, entered into the record. 

FThe document referred to was marked for identification as MLK 
exhibit F-106A, entered into the record, and follows :] 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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Mrs. Peters, can you identify the book you have in front of you 
for the committee, please ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Dodd. And would you please tell the commitee what this book 
is? 

Mrs. Peters. This is our counterbook where we put the customer’s 
name here. We list 

Mr. Dodd. If you will hold up for just a second, I will get to that 
with you. I want to first establish that you can identify 

Mrs. Peters. All right. 

Mr. Dodd [continuing]. This book. 

First of all, let me ask you, did you bring this book with you to 
Washington today? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Dodd. And could you tell the committee w T hat time period the 
book encompasses, from what month to what month and what year ? 

Mrs. Peters. From March 12, 1968 to November 18, 1968. 

Mr. Dodd. Mrs. Peters, were the handwritten entries in that book 
made by you ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, other than the times that I wasn’t there; then the 
relief lady did the writing. 

Mr. Dodd. So, on Thursdays and on that period of time, beginning 
on May 17, when you were in the car accident 

Mrs. Peters. Right. 

Mr. Dodd [continuing]. During that 7 -week period that you were 
out, those indications in the book were not made by you? 

Mrs. Peters. No. 

Mr. Dodd. But every other mark in that book is in your hand- 
writing ? 

Mrs. Peters. Right. 

Mr. Dodd. I would like to ask you, Mrs. Peters, to turn to the date 
of March 23, 1968, in that book, which is on page 11, I believe. 

Do you have it there ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. I would like to ask you, Mrs. Peters to enlighten the com- 
mittee as to what each of the columns on that page means or signifies ; 
just a general description, if you would, beginning over on the left- 
most-hand side with the date and moving across. In your own words 
explain to the committee what each of those columns indicates. 

Mrs. Peters. Well, right here, I have a 9 :30. That was the day — 
that was the time the laundry relay boy picked up our laundry in 
the morning. 

The next line is the names. The next line is the type of clothes they 
brought in. The small line where I have DC and ST is drycleaning or 
starch work. That was the type work he wanted. The prices is w T here 
it came back from the laundry and we entered it on the book knowing 
that it was back. 

And the last column is the date they picked it up after they brought 
it in and it has been done. 

Mr. Dodd. Mrs. Peters, when would you make the entries other than 
the entries indicating the price and the date of return ? When did you 
normally write down the name of the customer and the type of laundry 
or drycleaning to be done ? When would that be done ? 
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Mrs. Peters. When would it be wrapped V 

Mr. Dodd. No; when would it be written into the logbook? 

Mrs. Peters. Oh. just as quick as we can tie the bundles up and get 
to them, each one. 

Mr. Dodd. Do you mean by that that it would either be done im- 
mediately, when the customer was in the shop, or within a few minutes 
after the customer might leave ? 

Mrs. Peters. Just a few minutes after because sometimes we’d have 
two or three customers, and I put their names and date on the ticket 
and give them their slip if they wanted it, and then I’d lay it aside 
and catch the next customer. 

Mr. Dodd. In this book going through it, did you ever leave spaces 
between the names of customers, and if so, under what circumstances 
did you leave those spaces ? Do you understand what I mean by that? 

Mrs. Peters. Leave vacant pages ? 

Mr. Dodd. Or vacant lines. 

Mrs. Peters. The only time I left vacant lines would be where I left 
off today and would start back tomorrow. 

Mr. Dodd. So, it would be the end of the day. 

Mrs. Peters. That’s right. 

Mr. Dodd. But other than that, you would use every single line. 

Mrs. Peters. That’s right. 

Mr. Dodd. Again, for the purposes of clarification, the final column, 
entitled “Date Sold”, refers to the date the laundry would be picked 
up by the customer. 

Mrs. Peters. Right. 

Mr. Dodd. Now, Mrs. Peters, I would like to ask you to take some 
time, if you could, in the next minute or two, and beginning on that 
page 11, which is March 23 

Mrs. Peters. That’s right. 

Mr. Dodd [continuing]. 1968. 1 would like you to begin there and go 
through page 19, which is April 1, and I would like you to inform this 
committee if you can identify the name of Eric Galt on any of those 
dates and on what date you so identify his name. You can take your 
time doing that. I do not want you to rush. 

[Pause.] 

Mrs. Peters. No, sir. I don’t have it on there but one time on page 
19. 

Mr. Dodd. What is the date on page 19 ? 

Mrs. Peters. Page 19, April 1, 1968. 

Mr. Dodd. On what line do you find that? 

Mrs. Peters. Line 30 and 3i. 

Mr. Dodd. In other words, Mrs. Peters, the entry of the name, Eric 
Galt and the items that he requested to be cleaned, reflect that laundry 
was brought in by a man by the name of Eric Galt on April 1. 

Mrs. Peters. That’s right. 

Mr. Dodd. Can you tell the committee whether or not each entry that 
was made on April 1 was made shortly after the customer brought in 
the laundry? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, and that was shortly after the relay pickup for the 
specials for the day. 

Mr. Dodd. Where is the indication of the relay pickup on this page ? 

Mrs. Peters. On line 22, he picked up at 9 o’clock that morning. 


36-174 0 - 79 - 33 



510 


Mr. Dodd. Mrs. Peters, did you make all of the entries on page 19 ? 
Mrs. Peters. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Dodd. Those are all in your handwriting ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. 1 would now ask you to draw your attention to line BO 
and 31 and go over to the last column that is titled “Date Sold” and ask 
you whether or not the date 4-5-68 would indicate the date that that 
laundry was picked up. 

Mrs. Peters. Yes, sir, it does, 4-5-68, 4-5-68. 

Mr. Dodd. Mrs. Peters, do you recall the man who picked up Eric 
Galt’s laundry on April 5, 1968 as being the same man who brought in 
the laundry on April 1 and gave his name as Eric Galt. 

Mrs. Peters. Not definitely because at the time of the morning that 
he came in, we were getting over our busy spell and sometimes I have 
a customer or two, and we just don’t pay that much attention to the 
customers’ looks and all. So I couldn’t swear exactly that it was him. 

Mr. Dodd. Well, I am not asking you to give us absolutely, positive 
identification. I realize that is difficult. 

Mrs. Peters. But I feel like it was because they were both young 
men. 

Mr. Dodd. Do you remember anything particular about the man who 
picked up the laundry on the 

Mrs. Peters. Other than he was a nicely dressed, clean looking man. 
Mr. Dodd. Had you ever seen the man before April 1 ? 

Mrs. Peters. No, I hadn’t. 

Mr. Dodd. Do you recall him ever bringing laundry into your 
establishment ? 

Mrs. Peters. Not that I know of under any other name. 

Mr. Dodd. Based on your examination of the logbook records, can 
you state as a matter of fact for this committee that this man did not, 
this man with the name, Eric Galt, did not bring in laundry on either 
March 24, 25, 26, 28, or 29 of March ? 

Mrs. Peters. No; I sure cannot. 

Mr. Dodd. And the indications made on March 27, which is a Thurs- 
day, those indications not being in your own handwriting, that being 
your day off, the log does not reflect an Eric Galt as appearing at the 
Piedmont Laundry. 

Mrs. Peters. No. 

Mr. Dodd. If you care to review that logbook for a minute, just to 
make sure, you are free to do so, but you feel fairly confident of that 
answer. 

Mrs. Peters. Beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Dodd. I said you can feel free if you like to look back on those 
dates unless you feel confident of your answer. 

Mrs. Peters. Well, I ’ll look back but feel pretty confident that there 
was no other laundry brought in under that name. [Pause.] 

[Witness Peters looking at the logbook.] 

Mrs. Peters. No, sir, there’s not any other in here. 

Mr. Dodd. All right, Mrs. Peters. Thank you. 

Could you tell the committee whether or not you recall a man, Eric 
Galt, being in the company of anyone else either on April 1 or on 
April 5 ? 

Mrs. Peters. No; I couldn’t. He was by himself when he came in 
the laundry. 
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Mr. Dodd. So, when you said a minute ago that both men looked 
neat and clean, what you were referring to was the 

Mrs. Peters. The man that brought in the laundry and the man 
that picked it up. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you. 

Could you tell the committee about what time Mr. Galt picked up 
his laundry on April 5 ? 

Mrs. Peters. Well, it was shortly after 9 o’clock, around about the 
same time that he had brought it in, before noon anyway. I couldn’t 
exactly tell the exact minute. 

Mr. Dodd. All right. 

I would now like to, Mr. Chairman, ask the clerk to provide the wit- 
ness with a copy of MLK exhibit No. F-106, which was introduced 
yesterday, and I would say to you, Mrs. Peters, that this exhibit I am 
about to give you, or have the clerk give to you, is a photostatic copy 
of page 19 of your logbook. Would the clerk please provide that to 
Mrs. Peters? 

Mrs. Peters. Beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Dodd. Mrs. Peters, I said a minute ago, that’s a copy, a photo- 
static copy of page 19 of your logbook, and I would like to compare 
that photostatic copy with the original page 19 of MLK exhibit No. 
F-106A, the logbook. 

Mrs. Peters. Well, they look about the same to me. One is in blue 
and red and this one is in black. Other than that, they’re the same. 

Mr. Dodd. The reason I ask you that question is that it has been 
alleged that MLK exhibit No. F-106 is possibly a forged or an altered 
document. What I am asking you is whether or not that photocopy 
is an identical copy of page 19 of your book. 

Ms. Johnson. She did not understand the question. 

Mr. Dodd. Is that an identical copy ? 

Mrs. Peters. Yes it is. 

Mr. Dodd. All right. 

Now, what I would like to do is to draw your attention to lines 30 
and 31, and you will notice there in the original book there are heavy 
lines that are drawn around the name, Eric Galt and the indications 
of underwear, one topcoat and so forth; those heavy lines there. Do 
you know who made those lines ? 

Mrs. Peters. I did it. I had three grandsons in school and they 
wanted a book for current events, and I marked it off for them for that 
reason. 

Mr. Dodd. If you will notice, there is one light red line, right above 
the heavy line, and then there is the heavy blue line. 

Mrs. Peters. Well, my red pen wasn’t making as heavy a line as 1 
liked, so I’d taken the blue one and went over it so it would be easier 
for them to find. 

Mr. Dodd. Mrs. Peters, do you know whether or not that logbook 
has ever been tampered with or altered in any way or marked or 
changed by anyone ? 

Mrs. Peters. No, to my knowledge, it hasn’t, because when we were 
finished with the book, I asked the man, my boss man, if I could keep 
the book, and he told me I could. 

Mr. Dodd. Other than the book being taken to school by your grand- 
children, has anyone else ever had custody of that book ? 
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Mrs. Peters. Yes. Mr. Edwards and this lady right here came to my 
house last year and got the book and carried it and made a Xeroxed 
copy of it and brought it back the next day. 

Mr. Dodd. And was the book brought back and particularly, that 
page and that line in the same condition as it was prior to the time 
that they took possession of that book? 

Mrs. Peters. Right. 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions for this wit- 
ness. Mrs. Peters, I want to thank you for coming up here today and 
testifying before this committee. 

Mrs. Peters. You’re quite welcome. 

Chairman Stokes. Are there other members seeking recognition? 

[No response.] 

Chairman Stokes. If there are no other members seeking recogni- 
tion, Mrs. Peters, at this time under the rules of the committee, any 
witness appearing before our committee is extended a period of 5 
minutes in which to expand upon or amplify any of their remarks 
before this committee. Is there anything that you care to address your- 
self to by way of clarification ? 

Mrs. Peters. No ; I don’t have anything else to say. 

Chairman Stokes. Then, on behalf of our committee, we would like 
at this time to thank you very much for your appearance here. You 
have certainly been of service to our committee, and we thank you for 
any inconvenience that we have caused you by having you come here. 

Mrs. Peters. Well, it hasn’t been any inconvenience. I was glad to 
do it for you. If I have been any help, I’m glad. 

Chairman Stokes. You certainly have been. We thank you very, 
very much. The witness is excused. 

[The witness excused.] 

Chairman Stokes. The next witness to be called before the committee 
will be Mr. Cowden, who was referred to as an alibi witness in yester- 
day’s hearings. I, at this time, recognize Professor Blakey. 

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, in his sworn testimony before this 
committee on Wednesday and Thursday, James Earl Ray asserted his 
innocence of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King. I quote from 
page 1 of his testimony : 

The statement I am about to give this committee is essentially the same testi- 
mony I would have given the trial court in Memphis, Tennessee in 1969, if that 
court would have had the fortitude to have ordered a public trial into the murder 
of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

He added : 

In essence I would have told the trial court and jury that I did not shoot 
Martin Luther King, Jr., just as I am now telling this committee and if I would 
have had a lawyer to represent me, I could have offered conclusive proof in 
support of the denial. 

In support of his denial, Mr. Ray stated that approximately 5 :40 
p.m., he decided to fix the spare tire of his white Mustang. Thinking 
the tire should be repaired, Ray said that he drove the Mustang “north 
on Main Street for maybe three or four blocks before turning right and 
traveling four or five blocks more to a service station.” 

After a fruitless effort to get his tire fixed, Ray stated that he 
started to return to the roominghouse. Upon arrival in the general 
vicinity of the roominghouse, he discovered a police car blocking Main 
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Street. Ray says that he then turned away from the area and drove 
south. 

Shortly thereafter, Ray stated that he heard “over the car radio that 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., had been shot in Memphis.” 

In essence, then, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Ray’s alibi is that he was at a 
gas station trying to repair the spare tire of his Mustang at the time 
of Dr. King’s assassination. 

Mr. Chairman, the outlines of the gas station alibi have, until re- 
cently, been vague. In past interviews with Dan Rather and with the 
staff of this committee, Mr. Ray has given several varying descriptions 
of the location of the gas station. In his 1977 interview with Dan 
Rather, the station was “about five blocks from Main Street.” 

In his first interview with our staff on March 22, 1977, Ray stated 
that the station was “three blocks north and three or four blocks east 
from the roominghouse.” 

In the second interview with our staff, on March 28, 1977, Ray felt 
that the gas station was “three blocks north and three or four east.” 

Finally, in his fifth interview with our staff, conducted on May 3, 
1977, Ray stated that the gas station was “three or four blocks down 
north and then turn right and go four or five blocks more, somewhere 
along in that area.” 

Thus, it has been something less than easy to determine precisely the 
location of the gas station. 

More recently, however, the outlines of Mr. Ray’s alibi have become 
more certain. Mr. Ray’s current attorney, Mark Lane, in a recent sup- 
plement to his book, Code Name “Zorro,” states, and I will now quote 
in full beginning on page 356. The committee will bear with me 
if I quote an extensive passage. I wouldn’t want it said that I left any- 
thing out. 

In November 1977, I spent some time with Renfro Hayes, the original defense 
investigator in the case. Hayes, a massive and lumbering man, cares to effect 
a Tennessee country boy countenance. His image is quickly dispelled as soon as 
the work begins. His blinking eyes and open face cannot hide his uncanny ability 
to analyze the facts so quickly and the rugged determination that has constrained 
him to keep at it for almost a decade after the matter was concluded as far as 
the courts were concerned. 

When we met, he looked at me for a long, silent moment and then said, “I 
knew this day would come. I did not know it would be you, but I knew this day 
would come, and this case would get on track for the first time. And I’m ready ; 
I’ve been ready for years.” 

On November 12, 1977, Hayes introduced me to Dean Cowden, a long-time 
resident of Memphis and a professional investment counselor dealing in com- 
modities. I met Cowden on a Saturday afternoon at his luxurious suite of offices 
in the suburbs of Memphis. 

To appreciate the significance of the Cowden statement, it is necessary to 
understand the prosecution’s allegations regarding Ray’s actions during the 
period immediately preceding the murder. The state contends that at 5 :00 p.m. 
on April 4, Ray left the room that he rented in the rooming house and entered 
the bathroom at the end of the hall. According to the prosecution theory, Ray 
locked himself in the bathroom for one hour and at 6 :01 p.m., from the bathroom 
window, he fired the shot that killed Dr. King. 

Certainly, someone did lock himself in the bathroom for approximately one 
hour before firing that shot. Charles and Grace Stephens, who occupied the room 
next to the bathroom, offered statements to that effect. The central question is 
whether it was James Earl Ray who confined himself to the bathroom from 5 :00 
p.m. to 6 :00 p.m. 

Ray told me that he was not in the bathroom at that time. He told me that he 
had gone instead “to a gas station to check out the car and to get air in the 
spare tire.” 
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Cowden told me, in a tape recorded statement, that he arrived at a Texaco 
Service Station in Memphis at Second and Linden Streets on April 4, between 
5 :15 and 5:25 p.m. He had gone to the area, he said, “to pick up a friend who was 
getting out of work.” 

He said that he remained there until after Dr. King was shot shortly after 
6 :00 p.m. He was still at the gas station when an ambulance went by to respond 
to a call from the Lorraine Hotel, some eight blocks away. 

“While I was there, the fellow walked in there. The first time he came into my 
view was very shortly after I parked. I saw him for the first time at about 5 :30. 
He walked at an angle into the service station and walked over to the white 
Mustang that was parked there. There was nothing especially significant about 
him then, but later I saw his picture in the Memphis newspaper, the Commercial 
Appeal, and I knew who he was. It was James Earl Ray.” 

Cowden continued, “Ray left. He walked away and left the Mustang parked 
there in the service station and then he came back about 20 minutes later and, 
again, he walked up to the Mustang.” 

Cowden said that the Mustang was white and was “new-like,” perhaps two or 
three years old. “The second time he came back into my vision, he walked back 
to the car and looked at the rear of it and then walked in towards the gasoline 
pumps and just stood there for a moment. And then he proceeded back the same 
way he came.” 

Cowden told me that he left the area after he heard the sirens from the ambu- 
lance and perhaps police vehicles. When he pulled out, the Mustang was still there, 
he said. When I asked Cowden why he had not come forward with his evidence 
earlier, he said “Well, you know, only if you are familiar with the details of 
the whole case is my information valuable. To me, when Ray was charged, the 
fact that I saw him eight blocks away just before the shooting only tended to 
confirm the fact that he was there, he was near the murder scene, and he pleaded 
guilty. He never did deny he was in the area. So, I thought that what I had 
seen was not important.” 

He added, “Of course, now that I have examined it in the timeframe of the 
whole thing, I see the importance of what I saw.” 

I asked Cowden if he were sure that the man he saw was James Earl Ray. 
He answered without hesitation : “Well, I’ll tell you, if it wasn’t, it was damn 
sure his twin and he was at the white Mustang, and it had out-of-state plates.” 
Cowden told me that during the past nine years, he had never been questioned 
by the Memphis police or the FBI. With all the personnel available to them, they 
had not located the decisive alibi witness in the case. 

Mr. Chairman, because Kay has continued to assert his gas station 
alibi and because Mr. Lane and others have published statements by 
witnesses allegedly corroborating Mr. Ray’s alibi, the committee staff, 
pursuant to the committee’s direction, has conducted an extensive field 
investigation into the matter. Mr. Lane indicated yesterday that he had 
not recently talked to Mr. Cowden. The committee has. 

In today’s hearing, we will, with permission of the Chair, present 
four witnesses: Mr. Coy Dean Cowden, Mr. Larce E. McFall, Mr. 
Phillip McFall and a committee investigator, Ernestine Johnson. It 
would be appropriate now to call Mr. Cowden. 

Chairman Stokes. The committee will call Mr. Cowden. 

Will the witness please stand and raise your right hand to be sworn ? 
Sir, do you solemnly swear the testimony you give before this com- 
mittee is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you, you may be seated. 

STATEMENT 0E COY DEAN COWDEN, A RESIDENT 0E MEMPHIS, 

TENN. 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. Edgar. 
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Mr. Edgar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Cowden, welcome. 

Mr. Cowden. Thank you. 

Mr. Edgar. I wonder if you would begin by giving us your full name 
for the record and your date of birth. 

Mr. Cowden. Coy Dean Cowden. Date of birth is December 17, 1934. 

Mr. Edgar. Are you appearing here today pursuant to a subpena ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Cowden, in view of the importance and serious- 
ness both to this committee as well as to the American public of 
the matter about which you are to be questioned, I want to stress 
to you the necessity of your furnishing this committee with truthful 
testimony. You have just sworn under oath that you will testify 
truthfully and tell the whole truth. I must advise you that in the 
course of imploring you to abide by the oath that you have just taken, 
that you are subject to possible prosecution for perjury under title 18, 
United States Code 1621 as well as obstruction of justice under title 
18, United States Code 1503, in the event a determination is subse- 
quently made that you testified falsely or otherwise interfered wdth 
the orderly process of this committee. 

I want to stress that because your testimony is very, very, important 
to us. I want you to simply understand the importance of your truthful 
comments. 

Mr. Cowden. Right. Before this committee, right? 

Mr. Edgar. That is correct. 

Mr. Cowden. Thank you. 

Mr. Edgar. With the foregoing in mind, I now ask if you are ready 
to proceed with questioning ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. What is your current occupation? 

Mr. Cowden. Well, I am a licensed commodity broker. I am not 
active at it right at the moment. 

Mr. Edgar. Is it true that you were a commodities broker in the past 
as well ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. For what company did you work ? 

Mr. Cowden. Well, I worked for Rosenthal & Company, for AL&T 
Trading out of Shreveport, La., for Intervest Commodities out of Salt 
Lake City, and also London Commodity Option, Ltd., Salt Lake City. 

Mr. Edgar. By whom were you employed on April 4, 1968, the day 
that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was assassinated? 

Mr. Cowden. I was manager of the Fair Incorporated at 600 Or- 
leans Street, Beaumont, Tex. 

Mr. Edgar. In what capacity were you so employed? 

Mr. Cowden. I was manager of the store. 

Mr. Edgar. Would you repeat the location of this store again? 

Mr. Cowden. 600 Orleans Street, Beaumont, Tex. 

Mr. Edgar. Were you at work in that store on April 4, 1968? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. What were your hours of employment on that day ? 

Mr. Cowden. Well, I don’t really remember the closing hours. I am 
pretty fairly sure it was 9 to 5 or 9 to 5 :30, something like that. 

Mr. Edgar. And where did you go following work on that day ? 

Mr. Cowden. To my home residence, which was in Port Neches, Tex., 
which is a suburb of Beaumont, Tex. 
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Mr. Edgar. That was approximately 5 o’clock or 5 :15 ? 

Mr. Cowden. Something like that. 

Mr. Edgar. Where did you live at that time ? 

Mr. Cowden. I lived in Port Neches, Tex. I can’t recall the street 
address. 

Mr. Edgar. And what time did you arrive home ? 

Mr. Cowden. Well, the drive, depending upon traffic, would be 15 
to 20 minutes. 

Mr. Edgar. Was anyone else home at the time ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes, my wife. 

Mr. Edgar. What is her full name ? 

Mr. Cowden. At the time it was Catherine Sue Cowden. Of course 
she is remarried. Her name is Catherine S. Marshall. 

Mr. Edgar. How far is Port Neches in Texas to Memphis, Tenn. ? 

Mr. Cowden. Over 400 miles, I would think. 

Mr. Edgar. I wonder if the clerk would show the witness MLK ex- 
hibit No. F-17, and whether that exhibit could be placed on the chart. 

Mr. Cowden, as you can see, this MLK exhibit No. F-17 is from the 
National Enquirer dated October 11, 1977. As you can read from the 
first photograph, it begins, 

Sensational new evidence uncovered by the Enquirer indicates that James Earl 
Ray could not have pulled the trigger of the gun that kiUed Martin Luther King. 

Beginning with the fourth paragraph, which begins, “One of the 
witnesses * * *” Mr. Cowden, would you begin reading that statement? 

Mr. Cowden [reading] : 

One of the witnesses who saw Ray half mile from the assassination scene is 
Dean Cowden, a commodity broker with AL&T Trading, a brokerage firm in 
Memphis, Tenn. Cowden states : “On April 4, 1968, the day Martin Luther King 
was killed, I bought gas at a Texaco station on the southeast corner of Linden 
Avenue and Second Street in Memphis, Tennessee. He says he saw James Earl 
Ray at the station looking at the front of a white Mustang at about 5 :35 to 5 :40 % 
and again at 5 :45 to 5 :50 p.m. The shooting took place at, I believe that is 6 :01 
p.m. The gas station is six and one-half blocks from the assassination scene.” 

Do you want me to keep going ? 

Mr. Edgar. Please continue. 

Mr. Cowden [continuing] : 

Commented Renfro Hays, a private detective In Memphis, Tennessee, who has 
worked on the King case for nine years and led the Enquirer to the new wit- 
nesses : It is obvious that Ray could not have been at the gas station from 5 :35 
to 5:50 and also have been locked in the bathroom of the rooming house from 
5 :15 until after 6 :01 p.m. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Cowden, would you read just one final paragraph? 
Just continue. 

Mr. Cowden [continuing] : 

Cowden further stated that approximately — 

I can’t tell where this picks up. Here we go — 

approximately five or ten minutes after the shooting he saw Ray again on the 
street near the gas station walking in a leisurely manner with no haste. He 
would have had to leave the station, walk to the roominghouse, go upstairs, 
get his gun, go into the bathroom, and King would have had to step out on the 
balcony at just that time, Cowden points out. 

Mr. Edgar. That is sufficient. Thank you. 

Mr. Cowden, did you give this story to the National Enquirer ? 
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Mr. Cowden. I don’t really think it is word for word this same story 
but it is approximately the same story. 

Mr. Edgar. Is this story true ? 

Mr. Cowden. This story is completely false. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, I ask that MLK exhibit No. 17 be entered 
into the record at this time. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection it may be entered at this time. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, I would ask the clerk to give the witness 
a copy of MLK exhibit No. F-117. Excerpts are available at our desk. 
I would ask that the clerk give Mr. Cowden a copy of the book, the 
full text of the book. 

I have a copy of the book that can be provided to the witness. 

Mr. Cowden, I would like you to look primarily at the book itself. 
We will deal with the excerpts here at the desk. They are simply 
Xeroxed pages of the cover page of the book and the text. Appropriate 
passages have been read previously by our chief counsel, but I wonder 
if you would just for the record identify that you have before you a 
book entitled “Code Name Zorro ! The Murder of Martin Luther King, 
Jr.,” coauthored by Mark Lane and Dick Gregory; is that correct? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. Would you turn to page 357 of that book? 

Prior to asking you to read a paragraph from that book I will just 
note for the record that on the previous page, 356, it states: “On 
November 12, 1977, Hays introduced me to Dean Cowden, a long-time 
resident of Memphis.” 

Mr. Cowden, would you begin reading at paragraph 3 that begins, 
“Cowden told me in a tape-recorded statement * * *”? 

Mr. Cowden [reading] : 

Cowden told me in a tape-recorded statement that he arrived at a Texaco 
service station in Memphis at Second and Linden Street oil April 4 between 5 :15 
and 5 :25 p.m. He had gone there, he said, to pick up a friend who was getting 
out of work. He said that he remained there until after Dr. King was shot, 
shortly after 6 p.m. He was still at the gas station when an ambulance went by 
to respond to a call from the Lorraine Hotel some eight blocks away. While I 
was there the fellow walked in. The first time he came into my view very shortly 
after I parked, I saw him for the first time about 5 :30. He walked at an angle into 
the service station, walked over to the white Mustang that was parked there. 
There was nothing specifically significant about him then but later I saw his 
picture in the Memphis newspaper, the Commercial Appeal, and knew who he 
was. It was James Earl Ray. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Cowden, did you tell that story to either Mark Lane 
or Dick Gregory ? 

Mr. Cowden. To Mark Lane. 

Mr. Edgar. Do you remember the approximate date that you told 
Mark Lane this story ? 

Mr, Cowden. No, I do not. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Cowden, did you tell the truth when you gave this 
story to Mark Lane ? 

Mr. Cowden. No, it was n rehearsed story. 

Mr. Edgar. With whom did you rehearse this story ? 

Mr. Cowden. Renfro Hays. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman, I request that exhibit 117, the excerpted portions, be 
entered into the record as MLK exhibit No. F-117. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record at this point. 
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35# CODE NAME "ZORRO" 

there for a minute and then he proceeded back the same 
Way he came.” .. . . . .. • 

Cowden told me that he left the area after he heard 
the sirens from the ambulance and perhaps police vehicles. 
When he pulled out, the Mustang was still there, he said. 

When I asked Cowden why he bad not come forward 
with his evidence earlier, lxo said, “Well, you know, only 
if you arc familiar with the details of the whole case is my 
information valuable; To me, when Ray. was. charged, the' 
fact that I saw him eight blocks away just before the shoot* 
ing only tended to confirm the fact that he was there; he 
-was near the murder scene. And he pleaded guilty; he 
never did deny that he was, in the area, so I thought that 
what I had seen was not important.”, He addcdi “Of 
-course, now that I have examined it in the time frame of 
the Whole thing, I see the importance of what I saw.”., ^ s J 
. I asked Cowden if he were sure that the man he saw ; 
was James Earl Ray. He . answered without hesitation. 
“Well, I’ll tell you, if it wasn’t, it was damned sure his 
twin — and he was at the white Mustang and it had cut* 
of-state pla tes.” J 

1 Cowden toTdmc that during the past 
never been questioned by the Memphis 
With all the personnel available to : th< 
located, the decisive, alibi . witnc^ jn. the 


nine years he had 
police or the FBI, 
em, tos^had^ot^ 
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Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, would you direct the clerk to provide 
the witness with a copy of MLK exhibit No. F-118 ? 

Mr. Cowden, would you examine this document, please ? 

Mr. Cowden, as you can see, this document purports to represent 
the transcript of a tape recording of an interview given by you to 
Mark Lane on November 12, 1977, the contents of which form the basis 
of the passages in Mr. Lane-s book, which you have just read. 

Can you tell the committee whether or not this is essentially the 
testimony that you gave to Mark Lane on November 12, 1977 ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes, I believe it is. 

Mr. Edgar. Did you make the statements contained in this document 
to Mark Lane ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Cowden, again I ask you, did you tell the truth to 
Mr. Lane when you made the statements contained in the document? 

Mr. Cowden. No. 

Mr. Edgar. So it is accurate for us to say that the information con- 
tained in the Enquirer article, the National Enquirer article, and the 
excerpted portions of the book which we have referred to, that have 
been gleaned from this transcript copy of a conversation that you 
had with Mark Lane, are all false? 

Mr. Cowden. Completely. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that MLK 
exhibit No. F-118 be entered into the record at this time. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection it may be entered into the 
record at this time. 
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MLK Exhibit F-118 

INTERVIEW WITH DEAN COWDEN IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON 
NOVEMBER 12, 1977, BY MARK LANE. 

LANE: This is Saturday, November 12th, 1977, and we 

are in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Would you tell me your name, please, sir? 

COWDEN: Yeah, Dean Cowden. 

LANE: And how do you spell that? 

COWDEN: C-O-W-D-E-N. 

LANE: And do you remember April 4th, 1968? 

COWDEN: Yes, sir. 

LANE: Do you recall, ah, approximately 6 pm that day, 

where you were and what you were doing? 

COWDEN: *Yfeahy I can*t, the address always escapes me 

there, but it was down right, the corner of Third Street and 

something. What's that street down there? 

(?) : Second and Linden. 

. * 
COWDEN: Second, yeah — 

(?) : Just say Second Texaco Station, because that was— 

COWDEN: Texaco, yeah. 

(?) : That was the only Texaco station 

LANE: It was about Second and Linden on the corner? 

COWDEN: Right. 

LANE: And it*s at a gasoline station there? 

COWDEN: Yeah, service station, right- 

LANE: And which one was it? Do you remember which — 

COWDEN: Uh, Texaco station. 


LANE: Texaco station. 
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And what time did you get there? 

COWDEN: Well, X would say I was there in the framework 

of ten minutes. I was probably there from. I'd say 5:25 or 
earlier, 5:15, something like that. I was there a pretty 
good little piece of time because I was picking somebody 
that got off work and X think they were getting off at 5:30. 

LANE: Where was the person getting off of work, in 

the neighborhood? 

COWDEN: Yeah, around the office building. 

LANE: X see. 

And were you there at the time that Dr. King was shot? 

COWDEN: Yes, urn huh. 

IANE: How* do* you know that? 

COWDEN: Well, in, I didn't know it at the time, 

of course, in the time frame, you know after the news and 
everything, of course X realized X was there. 

'*• i 

LANE: Wer6 *you therd when an ambulance came by which 

went toward the Lorraine Motel? 

COWDEN: Oh, yeah, um huh, right. 

LANE: How long had you been there before the ambulance 

passed there? 

COWDEN: I would say in the neighborhood of probably 20 

to 30 minutes, you know. A good 20 to 30-minutes, possibly 
longer. 

LANE: Yeah, and of course the ambulance was responding 

to the fact that Dr. King had been shot. 


COWDEN : Yeah, right. 
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LANE: So that certainly places you there at the time. 

Okay. Now, did you see anyone else there at the time you 
were there. 

COWDEN: Well, of course there were several people, there 
was some, you know traffic along the streets at that time of 
the day. It was quite active cjars and everything going by. 

But I didn't really at the time, you know, put any significance 
to seeing anybody, but the boy was there, this fellow walked 
in, which after I did see his picture in the Commercial Appeal 
and everything, I associated the two together that they were 
the same person. 

LANE: Who's picture *did you see? 

COWDEN: This is James Earl Ray. 

LANE: Arid *you saw Ray at that service station. 

COWDEN : Yes, sir. 

LANE: How soon, can you fix the time when that was in 

relationship to the ambulance. 

i 

COWDEN: Well in, yeah, in relationship to when I first, 

you know, drove in and -parked there and was waiting, I*d 
say the first time that he came into view was probably very 
shortly after I parked. Because I know I got a Coca Cola 
which was a lit tie 10 ounce Coke, and I know I hadn't drank 
over probably a third of it at the time, you know, when he came 
in, so — 

LANE: So he was there at about 5:30, roughly? 

COWDEN: Right, roughly around 5:30. 

LANE: And was he there when the ambulance went by? 


36-L74 0 - 79 - 34 
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COWDEN; No. No. Uh, what he did, the only time, when 
he came into my view and the only reason he really stands out 
ajid stood out in my memory, was the fact that he walked down 
at that time and he walked into the service station body, 

I mean he just angled in front of the car and walked in, and 
was in there just two or three minutes, not very long at all, 
and came back out and went to the side of the station which 
is a Mustang, you know, a white Mustang parked there. And the 
first time when he came in he actually went to the front of the 
car, and like you know you bend down, I mean you bend down in 
front of the car and came* back and angled back by the pumps and 
walked back up to, which would be Front Street, or Main Street, 
which they call* it’, now that area and disappeared. I mean he 
just went back in that direction. And then, oh, I'd say not 
over a time frame of probably 15 to 20 minutes that he repeated, 
you know, he did the exactly, you know, the samething. 

LANE ; Was -the Mustang in the service station the whole 

time? 

COWDEN: Yeah, it was parked over there, face in, I had 

a back view, you know, of the Mustang. But — 

LANE: Do you know what year it was? 

COWDEN: Well, no, I really didn't — It was a new like 

Mustang, but I didn't — 

LANE: What color was it? 

COWDEN: It was white. 

LANE: Could it of been two years old? 

COWDEN: Yeah it could of been two years, I don't really 
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know, up to date on the year of them. 

LANE: Right. Mustangs tend to look alike each year, 

anyway . 

COWDEN: Yeah, tend to look alike. And, but when he 

came back in the second time, of course, I did, you know, 
in your mind you would associate him with the Mustang, because 
he did go you know the front of it and put his hand on the hood 
and drop down in front of it. But in the second time he came 
back into my view he just walked, he didn r t really go back 
into the service station, he just to the back of the car, and 
just looked at it and walked back up to the gasoline pumps, 
and right at the end of the base, where the pumps you know 
were sitting, * he just kind of like stood there for a minute, 
and like a guy kind of you know, you stand there and now where 
am I going now, you know, he was just getting his direction. 

And proceeded back, you know, exactly the same way, you know 

— i 

that he was coming. And then when I pulled out, which was, 

I don't know the time frame, it was after the ambulance went 
off, which actually thre was fire sirens going off, I thought 
there was a fire because there was all kinds of activity going 
on and sirens going off. 

LANE: When you pulled out was the Mustang still there? 

COWDEN: Oh, yeah. 

LANE: It was still there? 

COWDEN: It was still there. And, uh, because I had a view, 

you know, when I pulled out of the station and the way I was sitting 
there if that car would of moved, hell, I would of had to see it. 
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LANE: Where were you at the time? 

COWDEN: I was in the car. 

LANE: In a car. 

COWDEN: Yeah. 

LANE: And how close was your car to the Mustang. 

COWDEN: Well I'd say in feet, maybe 200, you know. 

LANE: 200 feet. 

COWDEN: Yeah, 2, 250, somewhere -angling across it would 

probably be that. 

LANE: You were, you were not in the gas station? 

COWDEN: Uni urn... * 

LANE: You were outside? 

COWDEN: * No, Went over to the gas station to get a 
Coke, you know. 

LANE: I see. 

COWDEN: * But, and at the time I went over to get a Coke, 

-•* i 

I really didn't- even notice the car, you know to the side 
of the station. The car really didn't come into my memory 
until I seen, you know, he came in and looked and walked, 
and of course you just watching somebody — 

LANE: Well it was — It was reported later that day, 

and I'm sure it was in the Memphis newspapers, at least the 
next morning, that there was a white Mustang was involved 
in the suspect, I think the Director of Police and Fire — 

COWDEN: Yeah, but — 

LANE: - Holloman said it was a white suspect driving 

a white Mustang, did that mean anything to you at that time? 
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COWDEN: Not at all. 

LANE: Because you knew that guy wasn't involved, I 

mean you presumed, 

COWDEN: Yeah. 

LANE: Because he was there at the time, 

COWDEN: Well, 1 didn't really — 1*11 tell you, the 

way it kind of hit me, and it really didn't, when I first 
seen, you know the picture appeared, you know in the Commericial 
Appeal T 

LANE: That was after he was — 

COWDEN: Oh, yeah, after he was captured and all that 

jazz. 

It kind of, you know at the time it never really did 
dawn on me or even questioned, it only confirmed the fact to 
me that he was there, you know. And until I examined it, 
you know, in a time frame, like going over it with Renfro, 

-•• I 

you 1 know, that that I questioned it. Because when I, you know, 
actually seen the picture it was just to me, that's the guy, 
you know, he was there and he could of killed him, you know. 

LANE: I see. Are you quite sure that person you saw 

was James Earl Ray? 

COWDEN: Well, I'll tell you if it wasn't it was damn 

sure his twin. 

Of course, as you say not really at the time James 
Earl Ray, the name wouldn't mean,iyou know, nothing to me 
or anybody else. 


LANE: Sure. 
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COWDEN: But the only thing I can say in my mind when 

the picture appeared, you know, in the Commercial Appeal, 
and I - the first time I was up here at the Union, a little 
old, I believe it was called Steak and Eggs, a little old 
restaurant and picked up a paper and sat down and looked 
at it, it just, you know, hit me that that was the same 
damn guy. . 

LANE: Did you tell anybody . about it at that time? 

COWDEN: Yeah, I mentioned; .you know, a time or two, 

not, you know, very much. 

LANE: The only time, that it really got to me was when 

Hayes contacted me and kind of went over the, you know, the 
time frame and everything, you know. 

LANE: Yeah. 

Have you ever been questioned by the Police about this 
in Memphis? 

~ *• i 

COWDEN: No. » 

LANE: FBI, House Select Committee on Assassinations? 

COWDEN: I had a call I believe from the Select Committee 

on Assassinations, some lady, she wanted to come by and get 
in touch with me. 

LANE: Uh huh, I see. 

What kind of work do you do now? 

COWDEN: I'm a commodity broker. 

LANE: Is it your own firm, or do you work for another 

company? 

COWDEN: Well, it's a partnership. 
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LANE: What's the name of the company. * 

COWDEN: Well, right now we are, we just changed, you know. 

We were associated, see in the brokerage business you are 
associated, you and the brokers are associated with a company 
because it's a faternal thing sort of like the legal profession 
has, you know, you get your trade through, you know, the Chicago 
Board of Trade, Merchantile or what have you. And right now 
we are associated with an outfit out of Utah, which is London 
Commodity Options, Ltd., which is sort of a — 

LANE: Was it London? 

COWDEN: Well the name of the company if London Commodity- 

Options, Ltd., which is really a misnomer because we actually 
trade very heavily in the Chicago and New York, you know, 
merchantile markets. We trade in that future's positions, 
we handle, we even handle the London Option, but the fellow, 
when the first went in business up in Utah in *73 they got 
involved in Londqn Commodity iptions with an outfit called 
Sampson and Goldstein, that went bankrupt, which is a big 
ripoff. And this company in five months, these fellows 
in Utah they lost $750,000 because, you know, the Option was 
a good vehicle in London if they had been handling it, but 
they went bankrupt, like to really bankrupt the company because** 
they had to form a new company and issue stock, so, that to always 
remind them what they got into they call it London Commodity 
Options. That scars some people to death when you call it 
London 

LANE: Are you from Memphis? 
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COWDEN: Yes. Well, I'm originally from Arkansas but I've 

lived in Memphis for — 

LANE: Did you go to school here? 

COWDEN: No. 

LANE: You go to school in Arkansas? 

COWDEN: Um huh. I've been in Memphis since *61. 

LANE: And how old are you? 

COWDEN: 43. 

LANE: Thank you very much. 


End of Tape. 
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Mr. Edgar. And just for the record, I note that this is the transcript 
provided to us by Mark Lane and referred to in yesterday’s testimony 
as that exhibit which he provided to the committee so that we might 
analyze the contents of it and determine whether or not Mr. Cowden 
was telling the truth, whether or not Mr. Cowden was substantiating 
the whereabouts of James Earl Ray on April 4, 1968. 

Mr. Cowden, have you testified truthfully today before this commit- 
tee as to your presence in Port Neches, Tex., at the time that Dr. King 
was assassinated ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. So you were not in Memphis on April 4, 1968 ; you were 
many, many miles away, you indicate 400 miles away. We checked 
with the police and it is a little further than that but we will take 
your word for it that it is over 400 miles away on the day of the death 
of Dr. Martin Luther King ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Cowden. That is correct. 

Mr. Edgar. Can you tell the committee why you told this false story 
with such serious implications to the National Enquirer and also to 
Mark Lane? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes. Renfro Hays was a fellow that supported me for a 
period of about 4 months, completely, while I was unemployed. He 
befriended me in that he gave me food and lodging and he had the 
great ability to, you know, let you know, make you feel like that you 
really owed him something, you know, and really what he was trying 
to do was sell the movie rights, a book, I believe. There were several 
things that he mentioned from time to time that he was trying to 
market, and he would call on me, especially with Mark Lane and some 
other people that came by to talk to me from time to time, with basi- 
cally this same story. This story — I don’t remember how many of us, 
not only Mark Lane and the National Enquirer, but this was to five 
or six different people. I do not know who they represented, what 
publications. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Cowden, could I ask a question at this point ? You 
indicated you were with Mr. Renfro Hays for 4 months. Can you give 
us the approximate date of those 4 months. 

Mr. Cowden. Really I was with him continuously for a period of 
4 months. 

Mr. Edgar. In what year was that ? 

Mr. Cowden. That was 1974. And let’s see, the date, I would say that 
was in the latter part, like part of December and then up to June or 
July of 1974, something like that. 

Mr. Edgar. If in your conversations and activities with Renfro 
Hays the information that you provided was made up, can you give us 
the approximate year that the story was made up to provide to the 
National Enquirer? 

Mr. Cowden. This one ? 

Mr. Edgar. This particular story. 

Mr. Cowden. This story was around, that he came up with this idea, 
was about December 1975, Christmas 1975. Of Course, he talked about 
this all the time, this Martin Luther King case, constantly on his 
mind. 

Mr. Edgar. So it was from December 1975 until October of 1977 
before this story broke in the national press ? 
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Mr. Cowden. Eight. 

Mr. Edgar. Was there any reason why it broke into the national 
press at that time rather than previously ? 

Mr. Cowden. Well, I think he was trying to market the story, prob- 
ably several months he had been trying 'to market the story. 

Mr. Edgar. Did Mr. Hays ever tell you that he had another person 
who would corroborate your fabricated story about seeing James Earl 
Ray in a white Mustang in a service station at the time of the death of 
Dr. King? 

Mr. Cowden. Right, because the story would be no good ; it wouldn t 
be salable, unless he had collaboration. 

Mr. Edgar. Did he ever tell you the name of the person who would be 
involved ? 

Mr. Cowden. He might have mentioned it, but I don’t believe so. 
I never asked, really. 

Mr. Edgar. Then, Mr. Cowden, it is true, is it not, that you never 
upon the occasion, on any occasion, saw James Earl Ray or a white 
Mustang on April 4, 1968, at 5 :35 pan., or at 5 :45 pan., or at 6 :10 p.m., 
or at any time at a Texaco service station in Memphis, or in any other 
service station anywhere ? 

Mr. Cowden. Never. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, I would now like to ask the clerk to give 
Mr. Cowden Martin Luther King exhibit No. F-119. 

[Document handed to the witness for his inspection.] 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Cowden, would you examine this exhibit ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes, I remember this. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Cowden, is your signature on page 4 of the 
document ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Edgar. Is it dated August 15, 1978 ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Edgar. Does this document contain your affidavit attesting to 
the facts relating to the matter that we have discussed today and out- 
lining specifically to this committee the story that you gave to Mark 
Lane and to the National Enquirer is false ? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes, it does. There are two corrections here that I 
might make, they are very minor. 

Mr. Edgar. I wish you would make them at this time. 

Mr. Cowden. OK. On page 3, that I have known Mr. Renfro Hays 
since 1972. That is 1973. 

Now, here I think previous in my testimony, just awhile ago, I 
said Christmas 1975, and this is correct, “It was Christmas 1974.'” That 
is in paragraph 3 on page — “To the best of my memory, Mr. Renfro 
Hays first spoke to me as early as Christmas 1974.” I think I testified 
1975, but 1974 is correct. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Cowden, I appreciate your making the correction 
on paragraph two, changing 1972 to 1973, and clarifying your earlier 
statement that it was Christmas 1974 rather than Christmas 1975. 

With the one correction of the date, is this affidavit that you have 
attested to and signed on August 1 5 ; is this affidavit true ? 

Mr. Cowden. It is completely true. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, I ask that this statement, this affidavit, 
F-l 19 , be admitted into the record at this time. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection it may be entered into the 
record at this time. 
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MLK Exhibit F-119 

AFFIDAVIT 

COY DEAN COWDEN, a resident of Memphis, Tennessee, being 
duly sworn makes oath as follows: 

That this statement is made freely, voluntarily, and 
without threats, promises, assurances, or remuneration from 
any source. 

That on the date of April 4, 1968, I was employed by, 
was present at, and did work between the approximate hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Central Standard Time at a business 
establishment known as The Fair, Inc., located at 600 Orleans 
Street, Beaumont, Texas. 

That on the date of April 4, 1968, at approximately 6:00 p.m. 
Central Standard Time, I was physically located at my home in 
Port Natches, Texas, watching television with my former wife. 

That my former wife presently resides in Jackson, Tennessee, 
under the name of Kathryn Sue Marshall. 

That at no time on April 4, 1968, was I physically present 
in Memphis, Tennessee. 

That on April 4, 1968, at 6:00- p.m. Central Standard Time 
or at any other time on April 4, 1968, I was not present at or 
in the vicinity of a Texaco service station or any service 
station located at the southeastern corner of Second Street 
and Linden Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, or at any service 
station at any location in Memphis, Tennessee. 

That on April 4, 1968, at approximately 5:30 p.m., at 
approximately 5:50 p.m., at approximately 6:10 p.m., or at 
any other time on April 4, 1968, I did not observe a white 
mustang automobile in or about a Texaco service station located 
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at the southeastern corner of the intersection of Second Street 
and Linden Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, or at any service 
station at any location in Memphis, Tennessee. 

That on April 4, 1968, at approximately 5:30 p.m. , at 
approximately 5:50 p.m., at approximately 6:10 p.m., or at 
any other time on April 4, 1968, I did not observe James Earl 
Ray or any person in or about a Texaco service station located 
at the southeastern corner of the intersection of Second Street 
and Linden Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, or at any service station 
at any location in Memphis, Tennessee. 

That the story which I gave to the National Enquirer and 
which was subsequently published in its October 11, 1977, edition 
under the title "Enquirer Uncovers New Evidence . . . James Earl 
Ray Did Not Kill Martin Luther King" the subject matter of 
which related to my statement that I had observed James Earl 
Ray and a white mustang in a Texaco service station at the 
southeastern corner of Second Street and Linden Avenue, Memphis, 
Tennessee, around and about the time of the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was, and is, patently false. 

That the statement which I made to Mr. Mark Lane, on or 
about November 12, 1977, and which was tape recorded by him 
at that time the subject matter of which related to my having 
observed James Earl Ray and a white mustang in a Texaco service 
station Itjfcated at the corner of Second Street and Linden 
Avenue around and about the time of the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was and is patently false. 

That there is absolutely no basis in fact for either the 
story given by me to the National Enquirer and published 
therein on October 11, 1977, or the statement given by me to 
Mr. Mark Lane on November 12, 1977. 
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That I fabricated the aforementioned story and the afore- 
mentioned statement at the behest of Mr. Renfro Hayes, a 
friend of mine who requested that I do so as a favor to him 
in order that he might secure a book and/or a movie contract 
based upon his investigation of the King assassination as 
well as to sell a story to the National Enquirer. 

That I have known Mr. Renfro Hayes since 1972 during which 
year we shared an apartment for approximately six months while 
I was in the process of divorcing my former wife, Kathryn Sue 
Marshall, who is presently residing in Jackson, Tennessee. 

That to the best of my memory, Mr. Renfro Hayes first spoke 
to me as early as Christmas of 1974 about the fabrication of a 
story in which I would claim to have observed James Earl Ray 
and a white mustang in a service station in Memphis, Tennessee 
around and about the time of the assassination of Dr. King. 

That Mr. Renfro Hayes related to me on more than one 
occasion without mentioning any names to the best of my 
recollection that he had a person who would corroborate my 
fabricated story with respect to having seen James Earl Ray 
and a white mustang in a service station in Memphis, Tennessee, 
around and about the time of the assassination of Dr. King. 

I understand that this affidavit may be introduced and 
received into evidence by the Select Committee on Assassinations 
of the United States House of Representatives, and may lead them 
to make various findings of fact, and the statutes applicable 
to Congressional investigations, including but not limited to 
those concerning false statements, obstruction, or misleading, 
would subject me to criminal penalties for not telling the whole 
and complete truth in this affidavit. 
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My Commission Expires: 
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Mr. Edgar. Mr. Cowden, I would just like to finally say that I 
appreciate your coming forth to the committee and sharing the af- 
fidavit with us. Before you leave, I would like to ask the clerk to 
read into the record one additional document and then I will have no 
further questions of the witness. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that MLK exhibit No. 
F-120, which is an affidavit sworn to by Mrs. Catherine S. Marshall, 
be read into the record at this time and made a part of the permanent 
record of this committee. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be read into the record. 
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MLK Exhibit F-120 

AFFIDAVIT 


August 14, 1978 

Today is August 14, 1978, It is 10i3l A.H. Central time and ve are at 43 
Kemmens Drive, Jackson, Tennessee. This Is an interview with Mrs. Catherine 
Collie Cowden Marshall in the presence of her husband Dial Marshall and 
Staff Investigators Ernestine G. Johnson and Alfred S. Hack of the Select 
Ceonlttee on Assassinations. 

Mrs. Marshall, This is in reference to a published story that appeared 
in the National Enquirer lO/lf/77 titled "James Earl Ray Did Not Rill Martin 
Luther Ring. Ve would like to tape record this Interview, do we have your 
peimlsslon to do so. 

Mrs. Marshall - Tea, yon do. 

Q. Have you given this permission freely! 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q. Are you familiar or have you read this story! 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q. Were you married to Dean Cowden on April 4, 1968! 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. Where were you living at that time! 

A. Port Neches, Texas. 

Q. What was the exact address? 

A. Somewhere on West drive, I think 920. 

Q. Can you recall the day that Dr. King was killed! 

A. 1 remembered when he was killed, but can*t recall the particular date. 

Can you recall where your former husbnd. Dean Cowden was on that day! 

A. He was at work at "The Fair Department Store « 

Q. How can you be sure of that! 

A. Veil, he left for work in the morning and returned that evening. 

Q. Can you be more specific as to how you recall that! 

A. Veil he left for work about 9 in the morning and un l%ss it was his 
day to work late he returned home about 3s30 p.m. 

Q. If he stayed late approximately what time would he get home.? 

A. About lit p.m that night. Some evening the managers had to stay late 
and 1 can 4 t say whether he stayed late on the evelning or not. 

Q. Were there any martial difficulties at this time that would cause 
your husband to be absent from home all night or any lenght of time! 

A. No, because 1 was pregnant at this time with Timmy. He was born 
September 3, I960. 

Q. So there is no doubt in your mind that he came home on this night, 

April/ 4, 1968. 

A. No there lsn“t. 
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q. Do you recall the name of Mr. Cowmen's supervlor at the time? 

A. Tea, It was Bobby Ellia and tar aa 1 know he la atill with the Fair? 

Q. How long did you realde In Baumont? 

A. mo had been there this time approximately 2^ years. 

Q. When did you separate from him? 

A. It will be 4 years this November^ The divorce waa final in March 

of the next year. 

Q. When did you leave Beamont? 

A. In October 1968 we moved to Chattanooga, Tenn. About the time Tim waa born 
he changed jobs and went with Gordon* s jeverly. He was In Chattanooga for 
three months and then he waa transfertad Into Naahvllle. When he want to 
Nashville he went with g e nrt e e Me ee haadi e e N gnd we ware there for a year. 
After being In Naahvllle we moved to Memphls^S^ Gg H — Oi 

Q. What do you think about him making the statement that he waa In Memphis at 
a service station on April 4, 1966? 

A. I do not understand why he would make such a statement. 

Q. Would you aay that the statement la untrue? 

A Tea, I do. 

Q. Waa there ever any problem with him telling the truth? 

A. Well, that waa one of our biggest problems. 

Q. Do you know the name of Mark Lane? 

A. No I do not. 


Q. Do you know Renfro Hayea? 

A. I*ve heard the name but I do not know him. 

Q. Where did you hear the name? 

A. I was given his name In case of an emergency becauae Dean waa living with him? 


Q. Who gave you hla name? , 

A. Dean. 

Q. Do you recall when he lived with Renfro? 

A. As far as certain dates , No but It waa aometlme between November 1973 and 
March 1974. 


Q. Did pour husband have any mental problems that you know of? 


When he left me he checked Into the VA hospital, I want to correct something 
He could not have lived with Rnnfro until after he came out of the hospital 
because that Is where he met him and It had to be after March because I re® <Mber 
bl a father died In January and he was release to go to the funeral from the 
And 


hospital, 
hoapltal then 


he was served the divorce papers In March and he was at the 


36-174 0 - 79 - 35 
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Q. Bare you ever nt Renfro Hayes? 

A. Bo I haven t« 

Q. Hare yon ever discussed this article with year former hn abend? 

A* Yes, 1 was called at work and told aboat this article that was in the paper, so 
X went right oat end boag^i paper, read the article and I called him. 

Q« What was his response? 

A* He laughed at me for being concerned and said there was nothing to it. 

Q. Did yon ask for an explanation? 

A. Yes I did. 

Q. Did you get one? 

A. Yes. 


Q. What was it? 

A. He said he made no each statement and he was going to see them for potting 
his none in the paper for that and for me to forget it. 

Q. Did your husband hare a drinking problem? 

A. Mo he drank some but it was no problem. 

Q. Can you think of anything else you could tell ns reference to this natter? 

A. No, I'm just sorry 1 can't be of more help about definite .time and dates 
because 1 just can't remember and I've done the best I conltf. 

Q. Do you ever recall your former hnsbend Dean Cowden ever mentioning the name 
of James Bari RAy? 

A. No. I do not ever remember him mentioning anything abont James Bari Ray. 

Q. Mrs. Marshall, do you swear that the statement you have given us has been given 
willing, 'free of promises, compensation or threats of any kind and is the 
truth to the best of yonr ability. 

A. Yes, I do. 


Q. And do you understand that this affidavit may be introduced and received Into 
evidence by the Select Committee on Assassinations of the Onlted States House 
of Representatives, and may lead them to make various finding of fact, and 
the statutes applicable to Congressional investigations, including but not 
limited to those concerning false sta tenants, obstruction, or misleading, 
would subject you to criminal penalties for not telling the whole and 
complete truth in this affidavit. 




Dates 


HTCOAUfflSSOH BPSES KW 
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Chairman Stokes. The clerk is recognized. 

Ms. Berning. This is entitled “Affidavit,” August 14, 1978. 

Today is August 14, 1978, it is 10:31 a.m. Central time and we are at 43 
Kemmons Drive, Jackson, Tennessee. This is an interview with Mrs. Catherine 
Collie Cowden Marshall in the presence of her husband Dial Marshall and Staff 
Investigators Ernestine G. Johnson and Alfred S. Hack of the Select Committee 
on Assassinations. 

Mrs. Marshall, this is in reference to a published story that appeared in the 
National Enquirer 10/11/77 titled “James Earl Ray Did Not Kill Martin Luther 
King.” We would like to tape record this interview, do we have your permission 
to do so? 

Mrs. Marshall. Yes, you do. 

Question. Have you given this permission freely ? 

Answer. Yes, I have. 

Question. Are you familiar or have you read this story? 

Answer. Yes, I have. 

Question. Were you married to Dean Cowden on April 4. 1968. 

Answer. Yes, I was. 

Question. Where were you living at that time? 

Answer. Port Neches, Texas. 

Question. What was the exact address? 

Answer. Somewhere on West Drive, I think 920. 

Question. Can you recall the day that Dr. King was killed? 

Answer. I remember when he was killed, but can’t recall the particular date. 

Question. Can you recall where your former husband, Dean Cowden was on 
that date? 

Answer. He was at work at “The Fair Department Store.” 

Question. How can you be sure of that? 

Answer. Well he left for work in the morning and returned that evening. 

Question. Can you be more specific as to how you recall that? 

Answer. Well, he left for work at 9 in the morning and unless it was his day 
to work late he returned home about 5 :30 p.m. 

Question. If he stayed late approximately what time would he get home? 

Answer. About 11 p.m. that night. Some evenings the managers; had to stay late 
and I can’t say whether he stayed late on the evening or not. 

Question. Were there any marital difficulties at this time that would cause 
your husband to be absent from home all night or any length of time? 

Answer. No, because I was pregnant at this time with Timmy. He was born 
September 3, 1968. 

Question. So there is no doubt in your mind that he came home on this night, 
April 4, 1968? 

Answer. No, there isn’t. 

Question. Do you recall the name of Mr. Cowden’s supervisor at the time? 

Answer. Yes, it was Bobby Ellis and as far as I know he is still with the Fair. 

Question. How long did you reside in Beaumont? 

Answer. We had been there this time approximately 2 V 2 years. 

Question. AVhen did you separate from him? 

Answer. It will be four years this November. The divorce was final in March 
of the next year. 

Question. When did you leave Beaumont? 

Answer. In October 1938 we moved to Chattanooga, Tennessee. About the time 
Tim was born he changed jobs and went with Gordon's Jewelry. He was in Chat- 
tanooga for three months and then he was transferred to Nashville. When he 
went to Nashville he went with Gold- Silver and we were there for a year. After 
being in Nashville we moved to Memphis. 

Question. What do you think about him making the statement that he was in 
Memphis at a service station on April 4, 1968? 

Answer. I do not understand why he would make such a statement. 

Question. Would you say that the statement is untrue? 

Answer. Yes, I do. 

Question. Was there ever any problem with him telling the truth? 

Answer. Well, that was one of our biggest problems. 

Question. Do you know the name of Mark Lane? 

Answer. No, 1 do not. 
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Question. Do you know Renfro Hayes? 

Answer. I’ve heard the name but I do not know him. 

Question. Where did you hear the name? 

Answer. 1 w r as given his name in case of an emergency because Dean was living 
with him. 

Question. Who gave you his name? 

Answer. Dean. 

Question. Do you recall when he lived with Renfro ? 

Answer. As far as certain dates, no, but it was sometime between November 
1973 and March 1974. 

Question. Did your husband have any mental problems that you know of? 

Answer. When he left me he checked into the VA hospital. I want to correct 
something. He could not have lived with Renfro until after he came out of the 
hospital because that is where he met him and it had to be after March because 
I remember his father died in January and he was released to go to the funeral 
from the hospital. And lie was served the divorce papers in March and he was at 
the hospital then. 

Question. Have you ever met Renfro Hayes? 

Answer. No, I haven’t. 

Question. Have you ever discussed this article with your former husband? 

Answer. Yes, I was called at work and told about this article that was in the 
paper, so I went right out and bought a paper, read the article and I called him. 

Question. What was his response? 

Answer. He laughed at me for being concerned and said there was nothing to it. 

Question. Did you ask for an explanation? 

Answer. Yes. I did. 

Question. Did you get one? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. What was it? 

Answer. He said he made no such statement and he was going to sue them 
for putting his name in the paper for that and for me to forget it. 

Question. Did your husband have a drinking problem? 

Answer. No, he drank some but it was no problem. 

Question. Can you think of anything else you could tell us with reference to 
this matter? 

Answer. No, I’m just sorry I can’t be of more help about definite time and dates 
because I just can’t remember and I’ve done the best I could. 

Question. Do you ever recall your former husband Dean Cowden ever men- 
tioning the name of James Earl Ray ? 

Answer. No. I do not ever remember his mentioning anything about James 
Earl Ray. 

Question. Mrs. Marshall, do you swear that the statement you have given us 
has been given willingly, free of promises, compensation or threats of any kind 
and is the truth to the best of your ability ? 

Answer. Yes, I do. 

Question. And do you understand that this affidavit may be introduced and 
received into evidence by the Select Committee on Assassinations of the United 
States House of Representatives, and may lead them to make various findings of 
fact, and the statutes applicable to Congressional investigations, including but 
not limited to those concerning false statements, obstruction, or misleading, 
would subject you to criminal penalties for not telling the whole and complete 
truth in this affidavit? 

Answer. Yes. 

It is signed by Catherine S. Marshall, witnessed by Ernestine G. 
Johnson and Alfred S. Hack, dated August 14, 1978, and is notarized 
by Pat Rushing, Notary Public. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. 

Mr. Cowden, just one further question in clarification. Can you 
tell us what kind of hospitalization you were under in 1973? 

Mr. Cowden. Yes. I was in the psychiatric ward at Veterans Hos- 
pital in Memphis, Tenn. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions at this time. 
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Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. Are there 
other members seeking recognition ? 

Mr. Ford is recognized. 

Mr. Ford. I would like to be recognized for 1 minute and thank 
Dean Cowden for coming before the committee today. He resides in 
my congressional district in Memphis. 

Mr. Cowden. I voted for you too Harold, remember that. 

[Laughter.] 

Mr. Ford. Thank you. Thank you again. [Laughter.] 

Chairman Stokes. Any further questions of the gentleman from 
Tennessee? [Laughter.] # . . 

He would like to know if you are going to vote for him again m 
November. 

Mr. Ford. We would like to say your wife called and she is concerned 
about you. 

Mr. Cowden. She told me. 

Mr. Ford. Thank you. 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. No questions, Mr. Chairman. 

I appreciate Mr. Cowden being here and respect his courage in tes- 
tifying as he has. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you. 

The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. No questions. 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. F auntroy ? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Cowden, I just have one question. And that is— 
were there any monetary considerations for your fabricating this 
story ? 

Mr. Cowden. You know, I will say this. X always said, if I make 
a million out of this, you know, I will always take care of you. But I 
had never had any faith in him making, you know, any money out 
of it. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I see. 

Mr. Cowden. So there was no monetary on my part. I have never— 
you know, if we made anything out of it, he is welcomed to it. I still 
hope he makes a million out of it. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman. I have no further questions. 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. No questions. 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from Indiana, Mr. Fithian 

The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Sawyer, is recognized. 

Mr. Sawyer. Yes, witness, I am just curious how you happened to 
get in touch with Mark Lane or how he happened to get in touch with 
you. 

Mr. Cowden. I believe Mr. Hayes brought him to me. 

Mr. Sawyer. Did he ask you any critical questions or have any 
reason to believe that what you were telling him was not factual ? 

Mr. Cowden. Well, really I think if I had been the lawyer and 
Mr. Lane had been the witness, I believe I would have asked a little 
harder questions. 

Mr. Sawyer. Did you have any reason to believe that he knew the 
statement was not true- 
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Mr. Cowden. No; I think he went for it hook, line, and sinker, I 
think. 

[Laughter.] 

Mr. Sawyer. Well, that is an appropriate set of devices for 
Mr. Lane. 

Thank you very much. 

[Laughter.] 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Cowden, under the rules of our committee 
any witness appearing before the committee at the conclusion of his 
testimony has 5 minutes in which he may address the committee on any 
pertinent part of his testimony. He has the right to amplify or expand 
upon or to explain his testimony. And the Chair would extend to you 
at this time 5 minutes if you so desire to in any way comment upon 
your testimony. 

Mr. Cowden. Well, I thank you. I really have nothing to add except 
that I let Renfro lead me into this. And, of course, I didn’t have to go 
along with it ; but I did. And really I am sorry in retrospect that, you 
know, that I caused the committee any problems with this. 

I hope this helps clear it up. In fact, Renfro Hayes — I spoke with 
Renfro Hayes, I believe it was Tuesday before I left in the VA hospi- 
tal in Memphis, Tenn. And he still was going over the King business 
and he said that he would like for you gentlemen to invite him up 
here. He would like to talk to you. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you. 

Is there anything further ? 

Mr. Cowden. No ; that is all. 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Cowden, we certainly appreciate your ap- 
pearing here today and the candor with which you have spoken. And 
we do feel — and I speak for the committee, I think — that you per- 
formed a service for the committee by having appeared here and given 
the testimony that you have given today. We thank you very much, 
and you are excused. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, as we excuse this witness I just have one 
comment. 

The witness referred to Mr. Renfro Hayes. And we will want to have 
an opportunity to talk with him. At the present time he is in the 
hospital and not available to come to Washington. But as soon as he 
is well and able to come, I am sure we will want to talk with him. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you. You are excused, sir. Get the exhibits 
from Mr. Cowden, please. 

Professor Blakey, you are recognized. 

Mr. Blakey. Mr, Chairman, it would be appropriate now to call 
Ms. Ernestine Johnson, an investigator on the committee staff. 

Chairman Stokes. Stand and be sworn. Raise your right hand. 
Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give will be the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Ms. Johnson. I do. 

Chairman Stokes. You may be seated. 

TESTIMONY OF ERNESTINE JOHNSON, INVESTIGATOR, 
COMMITTEE STAFF 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. Edgar. 
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Mr. Edgar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Will you state your full name, please? 

Ms. Johnson. Ernestine G. Johnson. 

Mr. Edgar. And your date of birth ? 

Ms. Johnson. [Laughter] July 13, 1932. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. I apologize for that, but everyone else seems 
to be asking for the date of birth. I thought it was appropriate. 

Ms. Johnson. All right. 

Mr. Edgar. Wliat is your present occupation ? 

Ms. Johnson. I am an investigator for the Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

Mr. Edgar. How long have you been on the committee staff? 

Ms. Johnson. This is my 12th month. 

Mr. Edgar. Would you tell the committee what your former occupa- 
tion was? 

Ms. Johnson. I was with the Metropolitan Police Department here 
in Washington for 23 years. 

Mr. Edgar. What was your position on the Metropolitan Police De- 
partment force? 

Ms. Johnson. I was an investigator for 15 years and then I was a 
supervisor and a sergeant. 

Mr. Edgar. On August 8, 15, and 16, 1978, did you interview Harvey 
Ace Locke at his home at 415 East Ninth Street in Little Hock, Ark. ? 

Ms. Johnson. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Edgar. Was this in your position as an investigator for this 
committee ? 

Ms. Johnson. Yes, it was. 

Mr. Edgar. Did Mr. Locke tell you where he was on the afternoon 
of April 4, 1968? 

Ms. Johnson. Yes, he did. 

Mr. Edgar. Ms. Johnson, how far is it from 53 North Third Street 
to the intersection of Second Street and Linden Avenue? 

Ms. Johnson. It is less than a mile, it is about nine-tenths of a mile, 
in the area of South Main there. 

Mr. Edgar. Let me back up. I asked if you could tell me did Mr. 
Locke tell you where he was on April 4. And you said, “Yes, he did.” 
Could you tell the committee where Mr. Locke was on April 4, 1968 ? 

Ms. Johnson. Yes, Mr. Locke said he was employed at a shoe repair 
shop there on North Main. I believe it was Ted Lee. 

Mr. Edgar. That was at 53 North Third Street in Memphis? 

Ms. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Edgar. And how far is that from the Second Street and Linden 
Avenue ? 

Ms. Johnson. It is less than a mile. About nine-tenths of a mile to 
be exact. 

Mr. Edgar. Did Mr. Locke tell you that anyone was with him at the 
shop on that afternoon ? 

Ms. Johnson. Yes. Mr. Locke said around closing time, and closing 
time was 5:30, just before he closed his friend came by, Thomas I. 
Wilson. 

Mr. Edgar. Do you know where Mr. Wilson is today? 

Ms. Johnson. Mr. Wilson died April 5, 1978. 
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Mr. Edgar. Did Mr. Locke tell you what time he closed the shop on 
that day ? 

Ms. Johnson. Yes, closing hour was 5:30. However, he said Mr. 
Wilson came there and they talked there for a while. 

Mr. Edgar. So Mr. Locke and Mr. Wilson stayed after the 5:30 
hour 

Ms. Johnson. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. in the shop. 

What did Mr. Locke tell you that he and Mr. Wilson were doing 
during this time ? 

Ms. Johnson. Well, they were just talking there. 

Mr. Edgar. Did Mr. Locke tell you what time he and Mr. Wilson 
left the shop ? 

Ms. Johnson. He gave me an idea. He could not be precise about 
the time. But he said when they were leaving the shop he noticed that 
all the lights had turned red, all the traffic lights. 

Mr. Edgar. What was the significance of that statement about all 
the lights being turned red ? 

Ms. Johnson. The regular procedures of the Memphis Police De- 
partment in situations of emergency, the lights the dispatcher can 
switch and turn all of the traffic lights red. Mr. Locke particularly 
noticed this because he said Mr. Wilson said it must be a big fire in 
the area. 

Mr. Edgar. What did Mr. Locke tell you he and Mr. Wilson did after 
locking up the store ? 

Ms. Johnson. They went up on South Main Street and had a few 
beers. 

Mr. Edgar. Did they indicate when they had learned about what 
was happening? 

Ms. Johnson. Yes, after they got on Main Street they made a few 
inquiries about the lights. And they were told that Dr. King had been 
shot. 

Mr. Edgar. Was Mr. Wilson with Mr. Locke during the entire 
period of time on April 4, 1968, between approximately 5 :30 p.m. and 
when they walked up to South Main where they learned of the shoot- 
ing of Dr. King ? 

Ms. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, let me just clarify for the record, isn’t 
it true that Mr. Wilson died on August 5, 1978, rather than April? 

Ms. Johnson. That is correct, about 2 weeks ago. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. I appreciate correcting that for the record. 

Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions at this time on this 
particular circumstance. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Are there other members seeking recognition ? 

Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania seek further recognition? 

Mr. Edgar. Yes. I appreciate having a little bit more opportunity to 
question our witness. 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman is recognized. 

Mr. Edgar. Ms. Johnson, perhaps it would be helpful to the com- 
mittee to share with us the significance of the information which you 
have just shared with the committee at this time. What is the signifi- 
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cance of Mr. Locke and Mr. Wilson being together the night of April 4, 
1968. 

Ms. Johnson. Allegedly Mr. Wilson is one of the individuals who 
saw J ames Earl Ray at the service station. 

Mr. Edgar. What connection is there between Mr. Wilson and Mr. 
Cowden ? 

Ms. Johnson. He was the other party who allegedly saw him at the 
service station. Thomas I. Wilson and Mr. Cowden. 

Mr. Edgar. So that the allegation has been made that Mr. Wilson 
was the person to corroborate the story that Mr. Cow 7 den had released 
to the National Enquirer and to Mark Lane. Is that correct? 

Ms. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Edgar. I had asked you the question about the significance of 
the lights flashing red. Could you clarify for the record what the 
significance of that is ? 

Ms. Johnson. Yes. The standard operating procedures of the 
Memphis Police Department are in situations of grave emergency that 
the dispatcher will turn the lights to red in order to allow the 
emergency vehicles free access to the highways. And this particular 
incidence, the Memphis dispatcher did flip the lights to red when the 
ambulance had Dr. Martin King on the way to the hospital. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. 

Can you tell the committee why Mr. Locke is not able to testify 
before us today ? 

Ms. Johnson. Well, Mr. Locke is presently recovering from surgery. 

Mr. Edgar. Has Mr. Locke indicated his willingness to come and 
testify before this committee ? 

Ms. Johnson. Mr. Locke said that he really did not want to get 
involved. 

Mr. Edgar. I appreciate your trying to share with us the information 
that you have received from Mr. Locke and your outlining for the 
committee the significance of Mr. Locke and Mr. Wilson being to- 
gether on the night of April 4, 1968. I appreciate the willingness on 
your part to share with us the significance of the flashing lights as that 
occurred in Memphis, Tenn., and why that took place on the evening 
of April 4, 1968. And I appreciate your letting us know why Mr. Locke 
was unable to come today. 

Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions of the witness. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Sawyer, the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. Sawyer. Just one question. Do you know whether or not there 
was any contact or connection or acquaintance between Mr. Wilson 
and Renfro Hayes ? 

Ms. Johnson. No, I do not know. 

Mr. Sawyer. Did you make any inquiry on that? 

Ms. Johnson. I asked Mr. Locke about it. And he said that he knew 
him. 

Mr. Sawyer. He knew 

Ms. Johnson. Oh, Mr. Locke knew Renfro and also Mr. Wilson 
knew him. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you very much. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
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Ms. Johnson, under the rules of the committee any witness appear- 
ing before the committee has 5 minutes in which to expand upon or 
explain or comment upon their testimony before this committee. 

The Chair extends to you at this time 5 minutes that you may — in 
which you may do so if you desire. 

Ms. Johnson. I have no comments. 

Chairman Stokes. All right. There being nothing further at this 
time, the Chair thanks you for appearing as a witness and you are 
excused. 

Professor Blakey. 

Mr. Blaket. Mr. Chairman, it would be appropriate at this time to 
call Mr. Larce E. McFall, a coowner and operator of the Texaco 
station on the southeast comer of Linden Avenue and Second Street in 
Memphis. 

Chairman Stokes. The committee calls Mr. McFall. 

Would the witness please stand and be sworn. 

Sir, do you solemnly swear the testimony you shall give before 
this committee is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. McFall. I do. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you. 

You may be seated. 

TESTIMONY OF LARCE E. McFALL, COOWNER AND OPERATOR, 

TEXACO STATION, SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LINDEN AVENUE AND 

SECOND STREET, MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Would the witness state your full name and your date of birth. 

Mr. McFall. Larce E. McFall. October 4, 1917. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. McFall, is it true that you are appearing here today 
pursuant to a congressional subpena ? 

Mr. McFall. Sir ? 

Mr. Edgar. Is it true that you are appearing here today pursuant to 
a congressional subpena ? 

Mr. McFall. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. 

Before further questions, so we avoid the problem that we had with 
the previous witness, I would just like to comment that the significance 
of this witness relates to the allegations and stories of a Texaco gas 
station. 

Mr. McFall, what is your current occupation ? 

Mr. McFall. I am retired. 

Mr. Edgar. What was your previous occupation. In fact, what was 
your occupation on April 4, 1968? 

Mr. McFall. I was an owner and operator of a Texaco service 
station. 

Mr. Edgar. Can you tell the committee where the Texaco service 
station was located ? 

Mr. McFall. That was at Second and Linden in Memphis, Tenn. 
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Mr. Edgar. Do you recall which corner of that intersection the 
Texaco station was? 

Mr. McFall. It was at the southeast corner. 

Mr. Edgar. The Texaco station was at the southeastern corner. 

Were there any other Texaco stations at that intersection ? 

Mr. McFall. No, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Were you working at the station on April 4, 1968 ? 

Mr. McFall. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. What were your hours that day ? 

Mr. McFall. Well, from 7 until 8 o’clock, 7 in the morning until 8 
o’clock at night. 

Mr. Edgar. Was anyone else working with you ? 

Mr. McFall. My son, Phillip McFall. 

Mr. Edgar. Was he there all day also ? 

Mr. McFall. Yes, sir, I believe he came in about 9 o’clock that 
morning and worked til 8 that night. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. McFall, do you recall what you were doing at 6 :01 
p.m. when Dr. King was assassinated? 

Mr. McFall. Yes, sir, we were washing a truck for a customer. 

Mr. Edgar. You were washing a truck at your service station ? 

Mr. McFall. Eight. 

Mr. Edgar. For a customer? 

Mr. McFall. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Was anyone with you at the time ? 

Mr. McFall. My son, Phillip McF all. 

Mr. Edgar. How is it that you know precisely what you were doing 
at that particular time? 

Mr. McFall. Well, at that time business downtown lets up, and the 
customer had left this truck and we were working on it. There was 
no other business going on at that time. 

Mr. Edgar. Did you notice anything happening around 6 o’clock 
that evening? 

Mr. McFall. We were in the station washing this truck. And, of 
course, we weren’t paying any attention to the traffic but we did hear 
the police cars and the ambulance and all. 

Mr. Edgar. You did hear the police car and the ambulance ? 

Mr. McFall. That is when we came out. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Could you describe what you did when you heard the 
police car and the ambulance ? 

Mr. McFall. Well, we just went out and looked around at what was 
happening. 

Mr. Edgar. And that was at approximately what time ? 

Mr. McFall. Around 6 o’clock, 6:05, something like that. I don’t 
remember exactly. 

Mr. Edgar. How far is your station from the Lorraine Motel where 
Mr. King was shot ? 

Mr. McFall. Probably about 5 blocks. 

Mr. Edgar. How would you get from your station to the Lorraine 
Motel ? 

Mr. McFall. How would I get to it, did you say ? 

Mr. Edgar. How would you get from your station to the Lorraine 
Motel? 
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Mr. McFall. I would go down Second Street to Hewling Street. I 
believe it is, and then right about half a block. 

Mr. Edgar. If you were leaving from the front of Bessie Brewer’s 
Boarding House on Main Street how would you get from there to 
your station? 

Mr. McFall. You would proceed down Main Street to the north, 
come down to Linden Avenue and turn right one block and you would 
be at the station. 

Mr. Edgar. So that is approximately how many blocks ? 

Mr. McFall. Approximately five blocks ; four or five blocks. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. 

Mr. McFall, it is true, is it not, that as early as the following morn- 
ing after the assassination of Martin Luther King it was commonly 
discussed, reported, and rumored around Memphis that a white 
Mustang had been seen leaving the scene of the crime and was some- 
how involved in the assassination ? 

Mr. McFall. Right. 

Mr. Edgar. And it is true, is it not, that on April 5, 1978, you were 
aware that these reports and rumors concerning a white Mustang be- 
ing involved in the assassination were going around? 

Mr. McFall. Right. 

Mr. Edgar. And it is also true, is it not, Mr. McFall, that shortly 
after the assassination, within a few days at most, law enforcement of- 
ficers came to your station and asked you whether or not you had seen 
or serviced any white Mustangs on April 4, 1968? 

Mr. McFall. Right. 

Mr. Edgar. What did you tell those law enforcement officers ? 

Mr. McFall. That I hadn’t seen anything of the Mustang that they 
were questioning me about. 

Mr. Edgar. Were you telling them the truth ? 

Mr, McFall. Right. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. McFall, I ask you again today, and I will be more 
specific with respect to the time in which I am interested. Did you see 
or service any white Mustang in your service station in the late after- 
noon of April 4, 1968, from about 5 p.m., which was approximately 
1 hour before all the activity broke lose following Dr. King’s assassi- 
nation until about 6:30 p.m. some 30 minutes after Dr. King was 
shot? 

Mr. McFall. I definitely did not service,. 

Mr. Edgar. Did anyone request during this period of time to repair 
a flat tire or to examine a tire with a slow leak ? 

Mr. McFall. No. 

Mr. Edgar. Did anyone request you during this period to fill or put 
air in their tire? 

Mr. McFall. No. 

Mr, Edgar. Did any white Mustang enter your station during this 
period of time? 

Mr. McFall. No. 

Mr. Edgar. Would you have known if a white Mustang came into 
your station at this time? 

Mr. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. 
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Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Are there other members who seek recognition ? 

Mr. Ford. Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Ford, the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. Ford. I would like to welcome Mr. McFall to the committee and 
thank him very much for coming here and being with us today. He is 
another Memphian from the district that I represent. 

Chairman Stokes Anyone else ? 

Sir, under the rules of our committee at the conclusion of any wit- 
ness’ testimony he has under our rules 5 minutes in which he may 
make any further statement to our committee that he so desires And 
I extend to you at this time 5 minutes in which you may make any 
statement you would like with reference to this inquiry. 

Mr. McFall. I have no statement to make that I know of. 

Chairman Stokes. Then, sir, on behalf of our committee we would 
like to express to you our appreciation for your having come here and 
given us your testimony. And just prior to excusing you, I recognize 
the gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. McKinney. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman, I apologize for going out of order. 

Did a gentleman by the name of Mark Lane ever call upon you and 
ask you whether you had seen a white Mustang at your station ? 

Mr. McFall. Not that I can recall, I have had several guys coming 
around, but to recognize their name, I could not do it. 

Mr. McKinney. Thank you very much. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you very much, Mr. McFall, you are 
excused, sir. 

The Chair now recognizes Professor Blakey. 

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, it would be appropriate now to call 
Mr. Phillip McFall, the other coowner of the Texaco station. 

Chairman Stokes. The committee calls Mr. Phillip McFall. 

Sir, will you raise your right hand to be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give before this com- 
mittee is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you. You may be seated. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. Edgar. 

TESTIMONY OF PHILLIP McFALL, COOWNER, TEXACO STATION, 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Mr. Edgar. Welcome to our committee, Mr. McFall. Would you state 
for the record your, full name and date of birth. 

Mr. P. McFall. Phillip Travis McFall, born 1942. 

Mr. Edgar. Is it true that you are appearing here today pursuant 
to a congressional subpena ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes, sir 

Mr. Edgar. What is your current occupation ? 

Mr. P. McFall. I own a service station. 

Mr. Edgar. Would you identify the service station for the 
committee ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Union-76 service station on Lamar. 
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Mr. Edgar. And where is that service station located ? 

Mr. P. McFall. At 3095 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Teim. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. McFall, I am going to have to ask you to speak a 
little louder and closer to the mike so we can hear your answers. 

What was your occupation on April 4, 1968, the day that Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., was assassinated ? 

Mr. P. McFall. I was co-owner in a service station at a station at 
Second and Linden, Texaco station. 

Mr. Edgar. It was a Texaco Station ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Do you recall on which corner of the intersection your 
station was located ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes, sir, it is on the southwest corner. 

Mr. Edgar. Are you certain it was on the southwest corner ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Let me think about it just a second and I can tell 
you. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Were there any other Texaco stations at that 
intersection ? 

Mr. P. McFall. No, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. We may come back to that question. 

Were you working at the Texaco station on April 4, 1968 ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. And what were your hours that day ? 

Mr. P. McFall. My hours or the station’s hours? 

Mr. Edgar. And what was that ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Do you want my hours or the station’s hours? 

Mr. Edgar. I want your hours. 

Mr. P. McFall. My hours, from about 8 in the morning until clos- 
ing at night, usually about 8 o’clock. Now, I am not sure on the time of 
the closing of the station that night. But I am guessing about 8 o’clock. 

Mr. Edgar. Are you certain you were at the station between ap- 
proximately 5 p.m. on April 4, 1968 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar [continuing]. Til approximately 6:30 p.m. on April 4, 
Mr. P. McFall. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Was anyone working with you at that time ? 

Mr. P. McFall. My father. 

Mr. Edgar. How can you be certain that you were there and working 
with your father ? Is there anything that you can recollect or remember 
that Happened on that evening? 

Mr. P. McFall. On what we were doing at the time ? 

Mr. Edgar. Correct. 

Mr. P. McFall. We were washing a big truck inside the station. 

Mr. Edgar. Were you both there all day ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Were you washing the truck ? 

Mr. P. McFall. All day or at the time that 

Mr. Edgar. At the time. 

Mr. P. McFall. We were washing that truck at that time, yes, sir. 
Mr. Edgar. Was anyone else helping to wash that truck? 

Mr. P. McFall. No, sir, we were the only two there. 

Mr. Edgar. How is iit that you know what you were doing at that 
particular time, approximately 6 p.m. on April 4, 1968 ? 
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Mr. P. McFall. Do you want me to go through the events like start 
from the beginning of what happened and what was going on ? 

Mr. Edgar. That would be helpful to our committee. 

Mr. P. McFall. OK. We were washing the truck. Of course, being 
downtown, and the traffic had already died down, and we didn't have 
a, you know, a lot of customers coming in on the front. We was trying 
to get this truck washed before the next day. We were both washing it. 

While we were washing it we noticed all the ambulances — or ambu- 
lance and squad cars. And we had figured out that something had 
happened down the street. And knowing that Martin Luther King 
was in town, we had pretty well figured out something probably had 
happened down there. 

Mr. Edgar. How far is your station from the Lorraine Motel where 
Dr. King was shot? 

Mr. P. McFall. About four or five blocks. 

Mr. Edgar. And how far is it from your station to the roominghouse 
at 422i/£ South Main Street which was located one block west of the 
Lorraine Motel ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Five blocks. 

Mr. Edgar. ML McFall, it is true, is it not, that as early as the fol- 
lowing morning after the assassination of Dr. King, it was commonly 
discussed, reported and rumored around Memphis, that a white Mus- 
tang had been seen leaving the scene of the crime and was somehow 
involved in the assassination. 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. And it is true, is it not, that on April 5, 1968, you were 
aware of these reports and rumors concerning a white Mustang being 
involved in the assassination. 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. McFall, did you service a white Mustang on April 
4, 1968? 

Mr. P. McFall. No, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. It is also true, is it not, Mr. McFall, that shortly after 
the assassination, within a few days at most, law enforcement officers 
came to your station and asked whether or not you had seen or serviced 
any white Mustangs on April 4, 1968. 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. What did you tell those law enforcement officers ? 

Mr. P. McFall. That we had no contact or had serviced or had any 
dealings with a white Mustang of their description. 

Mr. Edgar. Were vou telling them the truth ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. McFall, I ask you again today and I wifi be more 
specific with respect to the time which I am interested in. Did you see 
or service any white Mustangs in your service station during the late 
afternoon of April 4, 1968, from about 5 p.m., which was approxi- 
mately 1 hour before all the activity broke loose following Dr. King’s 
assassination, until about 6 :30 p.m., some 30 minutes after Dr. King 
was shot ? 

Mr. P. McFall. No, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Did anyone request you during this period of time to 
repair a flat tire ? 

Mr. P. McFall. No, sir. 
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Mr. Edgar. Did anyone request you during this period of time to 
examine a tire with a slow leak ? 

Mr. P. McFall. No, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Did anyone request you during this period of time to put 
air in a tire ? 

Mr. P. McFall. No, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Did any white Mustangs enter your station during this 
period of time ? 

Mr. P. McFall. No, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Would you know if a white Mustang entered your 
station ? 

Mr. P. McFall. At this time you’re talking about? 

Mr. Edgar. At this time. 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman, before we conclude with this witness, I would like 
the clerk to share with the witness an affidavit that is unmarked for 
entrance into our committee hearing at this point, and I would just 
like to share it with the witness and have the witness examine it. 

Chairman Stokes. Are you seeking to have it marked for 
identification ? 

Mr. Edgar. Yes, if that is possible. 

Chairman Stokes. The clerk will so designate it. 

Ms. Berning. That would be MLK exhibit No. F-124. 

Chairman Stokes. MLK F-124 is the exhibit number. 

[Whereupon MLK exhibit No. F-124 was marked for 
identification and received into the record.] 
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MLK Exhibit F-124 
AFFIDAVIT 

PHILLIP McFALL , a resident of Memphis, Tennessee, being 
duly sworn makes oath as follows: 

That this statement is made freely, voluntarily, and 
without threats, promises, assurances, or remuneration from 
any source. 

That on April 4, 1968, I was the co-owner and co-operator 
of the only Texaco Service Station located at the intersection 
of Second Street and Linden Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 

That on April 4, 1968, between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 
8:00 p.m., I was physically engaged in working at the afore- 
mentioned Texaco service station which was in fact located at 
the southeastern corner of the intersection of Second Street 
and Linden Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 

That at approximately 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, I was 
engaged in washing a truck at the aforementioned service station. 

That assisting me in washing the truck was my father, Larce 
E. McFall, who was also working at the aforementioned service 
station. 

That I have a specific recollection of being so engaged 
at approximately 6:00 p.m. along with my father because of 
the numerous police cars which I observed and the considerable 
amount of activity which occurred in the area around my station - 
which was located only five blocks from the Lorraine Motel - 
following the shooting of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

That on April -4, 1968, between the hours of 5:30 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m., I observed no white mustangs at the aforementioned 
service station and I serviced no white mustangs in any capacity 
at the aforementioned service station. 

That on April 4, 1968, between the hours of 5:30 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m., no flat tires were repaired and no tires was 
examined for air leaks at the aforementioned service station. 


36-174 0 - 79 - 36 
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That had any white mustang been present or serviced or 
any tire repaired or examined at the aforementioned service 
station on April 4, 1968, between the hours of 5:30 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m., I would have been aware of that fact as only myself 
and my father, Larce E. McFall, were present and working at 
the station. 

That I have a present recollection of the aforementioned 
facts due to the fact that it was commonly known, reported, 
and discussed around Memphis as early as April 5, 1968, the 
day following the assassination of Dr. King that a white 
mustang was involved in the assassination and also due to the 
fact that within a few days of the assassination law enforcement 
officers questioned me as to whether a white mustang had been 
seen or serviced by me on April 4, 1968. 

That I understand that this affidavit may be introduced 
and received into evidence by the Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions of the United States House of Representatives, and may 
lead them to make various findings of fact, and the statutes 
applicable to Congressional investigations, including but not 
limited to those concerning false statements, obstruction, or 
misleading, would subject me to criminal penalties for not 
telling the whole and complete truth in this affidavit. 

Further affiant saith not. ^ 



Sworn and subscribed to before me on this / j day of 
August, 1978. 



My Commission Expires: 
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Mr. Edgar. Will the clerk show Mr. McFall MLK exhibit No. F-124 
to the witness. 

[The witness given document.] 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. McFall, would you examine those two pages. Does 
your signature appear on page 2 ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. McFall, is this an affidavit you swore to on 
August 15, 1978? 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. There is only one question in your testimony. If you will 
recall, I asked you the question, and this is important to our investi- 
gation, as to which corner of the intersection your station was located. 
You indicated a few moments ago in your testimony that it was on 
the southwestern comer. And in your affidavit, you indicate in the 
fourth paragraph that the Texaco service station which was, in fact, 
located at the southeastern corner of the intersection of Second Street 
and Linden Avenue, Memphis, Tenn., that last line there. 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. Does the affidavit reflect the location of the service 
station ? 

Mr. P. McFall. It reflects it correctly. I was wrong a while ago. 

Mr. Edgar. So, it would be correct for our committee to assume that 
the Texaco station, Texaco service station 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. That you and your father owned, or are co-owners of, 
and at which you were working on the night of April 4, 1968, was 
located on the southeastern corner 

Mr. P. McFall. Right. 

Mr. Edgar. Of Linden Avenue and Second Street in Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have no further questions. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. Are there 
members seeking recognition? 

Mr. Ford. Well, Mr. Chairman, I cannot afford to pass up this 
opportunity. 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. Ford, is 
recognized. 

Mr. Ford. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Again, I would like to welcome Mr. Phillip McFall to the committee 
today and thank you for appearing before the committee and clarify- 
ing the location of the service station. 

I would just like to say to my colleague, Mr. Edgar, that Second 
Street is a one-way street going south, and Linden is a street which 
crosses from the river, which would be west, going into the midtown 
area going east. And the station, if I am not wrong here, was located 
on the southeast corner toward Third Street ; is that correct ? 

Mr. P. McFall. Yes. 

Mr. Ford. Which would make it on the southeast corner. Again, 
thank you very much, Mr. Chairman and thank you, Mr. McFall. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. Are there 
other members seeking recognition ? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman. 
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Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from the District of Columbia, 
Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy, Mr. Fold’s comments make it incumbent upon me to 
note the fact that Mrs. Johnson is a resident of the District of Colum- 
bia and has been on the police force for 23 years, and I want her to 
know, even if she is not here, I want her to know how happy I am 
to have her here. And I look forward to seeing more of her too. 

Mr. Ford. Mr. Chairman, would you yield back to me a minute 
please ? 

Chairman Stokes. I recognize the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. Ford. There have been so many scares on the city of Memphis 
lately. I just want them to know we have some people who can come 
before this committee and be truthful and can tell us the way it is. 
Thank you very much. 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. McFall, at the close of every witness’ testi- 
mony, under the rules of our committee, the witness is to be accorded 
5 minutes in which to make any statements he so desires relative to the 
matter on which he has testified before this committee. 

I extend to you at this time 5 minutes if you so desire. 

Mr. P. McFall. I don’t have anything to say, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. We thank you very much for your appearance 
here for the testimony that you have given to this committee. You are 
excused, sir. 

[Whereupon, the witness was excused.] 

Chairman Stokes. Prior to recognizing Mr. Blakey for anything 
further to come before this committee, the Chair wishes at this time 
to publicly give its commendation to Mr. Jerome Bullock, the U.S. 
marshal and the entire staff of U.S. marshals, along with Lt. Robert R. 
Reuss of the U.S. Capitol police who assisted in the security ar- 
rangements that were made for the appearance of James Earl Ray. 

As you lmow, this committee was quite concerned about the security 
of this witness, and the highly professional, competent manner in 
which both the U.S. Marshal’s Office and the U.S. Capitol police office 
conducted this operation is something we were very, very proud of, 
and we wish to commend them. 

The Chair also wants to commend the news media and the audience, 
those persons who attended these hearings, for the kind of excellent 
cooperation that we received in accordance with the security arrange- 
ments that we had requested. 

Now, at this time, the Chair will recognize Professor Blakey for 
anything further to come before this committee. 

Mr. Blakey. There is nothing else, Mr. Chairman, to bring before 
the committee at this time. 

Chairman Stokes. There being nothing further to come before the 
committee, the meeting is adjourned subject to the call of the Chair. 

[Whereupon, at 5:47 p.m., the committee was adjourned subject to 
the call of the Chair.] 
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MLK Exhibit F-116 
NOTES 

1 . ALTERNATIVES TO STATEMENT: 

A. NOT ENTIRELY CERTAIN I MET ROUAL IN STARLITE CAFE BIHKINGHAK, 

TABAKA, ON AUGUST 28, 1967; POSSIBLY AUGUST ,26. P.1 3 

B. SLIGHT POSSIBILITY MET ROUAL FIRST TIME I VISITED "JIM’S BAR"P.24 

C. I AM NOT ENTIRELY CERTAIN IF I RETURNED PICKED UP THE 
SECOND RIBXE IN AEROMASINE SUPPLY IN, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, ON THE SAME 
DAY I PURCHASED THE FIRST OR THE FOLLOWING DAY; HOWEVER, I HAVE RECENTLY 
VIEWED A STATE DOCUMENT AND THE DOCUUHTT STATES MARCH 30TH IS THE DAY OF 
THE EXGHANBk I WILL ACCEpT THE STATE VERSION. p. 21 

D. I AM NOT CERTAIN OF THE CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF KY ACTIONS 
WHILE IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, e.g. , NA»!OF MONTH I APPLIED FOR VARIOUS 
JOBS THEREIN. 

2. THE ONLY REFERENCES AVAILABLE TO ME IN MAKING THE STATEMENT, EXCEPT 
MEMORY, WOULD HAVE BEEN THE HANDWRITTEN MATERIAL I GAVE WILLIAM BRATFORD 
HUIE IN 1968-69. IN THIS RESPECT THE FIRST ATTORNEY REPRESENTING ME BEFORE 
THIS COMMITTEE, JACK KERSHAW, RETAIN THE PAPERS FROM, JERRY SUMMERS, A 
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, ATTORNEY; HOWEVER, MR. KERSHAW DID NOT WANT TO 
PAY THE PRICE OF XEROXING SAID PAPERS THUS HE GAVE THIS COMMITTEE THE 
PAPERS TO XEROX; I NEVER DIDCET A XEROX COPY, ALTHOUGH THE CHAIRMAN OF THIS 
COMMITTEE RECENTLY ’WHEN TRAVILING TO THE TENNESSEE PRISON TO ARRANGE MY 
TESTIMONY OFFERED ME THE HUIE PAPERS WHICH I DECLINED. 

ALSO IN RESPECT TO THIS MATTER OF MY TESTIMONY, I UNDERSTAND FROM AIT ITEM 
REPORTED IN THE " SCSI PPS-HO WARD" PUBLISHING EMPIRE THAT CERTAIN MEMBERS 
OF THIS COMMITTED TOLD "SCRIPPS -HOWARDS" THAT SAID MEMBERS CAN CONVICTED 
ME OF THE KING HOMICIDE THROUGH MY OWN TESTIMONY TAKEN LAST YEAR IN THE 
AFOREMENTIONED PRISON. IN RESPECTS TO THE IN- PRISON TESTIMONY, IT WAS 
EMPHASISED TO ME BY COUNSEL ROBERT LEHNER THAT SAID TESTIMONY WAS AS 
MUSH TO REFRESH MY MEMORY AS ANYTHING ELSE**KR. LEHNER WOULD NOT EVEN PLACE 
ME UNDER OATH. FURTHERMORE, WHILE I DID MAKE ERROW IN CERTAIN STATEMENT 
REGARDING DATE AND CERT Ail N ACTS I DON’T EVER RECALL CONFESSING TO MURDER 
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3* IN FURTHER REFERENCE TO WILLIAM BRATFORD HU IE, HE HAS RECENTLY OFFERED 
ME $225*000 TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE KING HOMICIDE, AND A PARDON 
FROM THE GOVERNOR OF TENNESSEE, RAY BLANTON --’.THICK I BELIEVE THIS 
COMMITTEE KNOWS ABOUT. ( I HAVE NEVER TAKEN MONEY FROM NOVELIST , MAC. 8c FRANK. 

4. IN REFERENCE TO THE ACCUSATION I MADE ON P 1 OF THE STATEMENT ABOUT 
THE F.B. I. ••CELEBRATING” ON HEARING MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS SHOT, THAT 
INFORMATION CAME FROM MR. ARTHUR MURTAGH, A FORMER F.B.I. AGENT STATIONED 
IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHEREIN THE "CELEBRATION" TOOK PLACE— MR. MURTAGH 
ALSO STATED ON THE CBS-TV MORNING NEWS, MAY 22, 1973, THAT THE LATE FBI 
DIRECTOR PERSONALLY ORDERED MURTAGH TO TAP M.L.K. PHONE. 

5* IN ADDITION TO THE DENAILS I MADE ON pp.3-4 OF THE STATEMENT, I 
WOULD ALSO LIKE TO DENY EVER BEING AN INFORMER, FOR THE F.B.I. OR 
ANYONE OR, ANY GROUP, AT ANT TIME AND IF THIS COMMITTEE HAS EVIDENCE TO 
THE CONTRARY, AGAIN NOT INFORMER EVIDENCE, THEN I WILL ON T.V. TAKE FULL 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE KING HOMICIDE. 

6. ALTHOUGH, AS I MENTIONED IN THE STATEMENT, THAT PERCY FOREMAN STATED 
HE HAD LOST THE ENTIRE FILE IN THE KING CASE INCLUDING MATERIAL I HAD 

GIVEN HIM, THERE WOULD APPEAR TO BE ANOTHER SOURCE FOR SAID FILE. THE 
SOURCE BEING GEROLD FRANK , A NEW YORK NOVELIST, WHO CAME BY THE FILE 
FROM KEMSFHIS , TENNESSEE, ATTORNEY RUSSELL THOMPSON ^FTER MR. FOREMAN 
ORDERED THOMPSON TO GIVE FRANK THE FILE (THOMPSON TESTIMONY: RAY V. ROSE, 

392 F. Supp. 601 (W.D. TENN.1975); IN ADDITION, ATTORNEY FOREMAN GAVE 
MR. FRANK AN 1-J- DICTATION OF THE CASE, RAY V. ROSE, SUPRA, FOREMAN 
DEPOSITION AT, 60-61. 

7.1 ALSO HAVE A PAPER HERE FOR THE COMMITTEE I MAILED TO THE 
TENNESSEE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OF ICS BY CERTIFIED MAIN ON AUGUST 4, 1975, 
STATING IN EFFECT I WOULD NOT DISCUSS THE KING CASE WITH INMATES OR 
PRISON OFFICIALS— THE REASON FOR THIS TYPE STATEMENT IS THAT I ANTIC APATED 
THE F.B.I. WOULD HAVE SEVERAL HUNDRED INMATES IN THE MISSOURI PRISON SAY 
" I TOLD THEM I WAS GOING TO SHOOT M.L.K." THEN, HAVE SEVERAL HUNDRED 
INMATES IN THE TESSESSE3 PRISON SYSTEM SAY " I DID SHOOT M.L.K. ". 
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8. THERE HAS BEEN ALLEGATIONS IN THE NEWSPAPERS T5±T I HAVE BERT 
INVOLVED IN POLITICS : ALSO A RACIAL INCIDENT IN FEDERAL PRISON IN 
1953: 

SPECIFICALLY THAT I HAULED A f MARIE MARTIN, TO A POLLING PLACE IN 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, IN 1967 AND TOLD HER TO REGISTER IOR 
GEORGE WALLACE. I DID IN FACT DRIVE MARIS MARTIN TO A POLLING 
PLACE AND AS3UM, TO REGISTERED FOR WALLACE , ALTHOUGH I DID NOT TELL 
HER TO REGISTER FOR GOV. WALLACE. THIS INCIDENT CAMS AB"UT BY MS. MARTIN 
TELLING ME NUMEROUS TIMES THAT HER BOY FRIEND WAS IN SAN QUINT IN SEVING 
FIVE FOR A MARIJUANA CONVICTION AND THAT SHE WANTED TO GET INVOLVED IN 
POLITICS IN ORDER TO HAVE HIM RELEASED. AFTER THE AFOREMENTIONED REGISTRA* 
TION SHE AGAIN RAISED THIS MATTER WITH ME AND I TOLD HER SHE SHOULD 
REGISTER 4 GET INVOLVED WITH THE REPUBLICANS. THEN A FEW DAYS LATER SHE 
TOLD ME SHE HAD IN FACT RE-REGISTERED WITH THE REPUBLICANS . ( IF REGISTRA- 

TION RECORDS ARE STILL IN TACT IN CALIFORNIA I WILL ACCEPT THE RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR WHAT EVER MS. MARTIN'S REGISTRATION SHOWS. 

IN REFERENCE TO THE RACIAL INCIDENT IN FEDERAL PRISON ( EL EVENWORTH ) IN 
1958, THE CHARGE IS THAT I REFUSED TO BE TRANSFSRED TO THE PRISON FARM 
BECAUSE IT WAS INTEGRATED . AFTER I WAS INFORMED I COULD TRANSFER TO 
FARM I WAS TOLD BY ANOTHER PRISONER THAT THE FARM WAS INTEGRATED, AND THAT 
SEVERAL FARM PRISONERS HAD BEEN ARRESTED AND GIVEN A PRISON SENTENCE BY THE 
LOCAL FEDERAL JUDGE WHEN MARIJUANA WAS FOUND NEAR THEIR QUARTERS— THE FARM WAS 
A DORMITORY OPERATION. I PASSED THIS INFORMATION ON THE THE PRISON BUREAUCRAT 
mO WAS IN CHARGE OF PRISONERS TRANSFERS, ALTHOUGH I ASSUM HE LEFT THIS OUT OF 
HIS REPORT IN THAT IT IS NECESSARY FOR THEM TO "PRETEND" THAT SUCH TUNINGS 
DON'T TAKE PLACE IN PRISON. 

IN DIRECT REFERENCE TO THE MATTER OF CELL INTEGRATION IN PRISON. THE 
PRISON I AM NOW CONFINED IN HAS A POLICY THAT LETS THE PRISONERS CELL 
WITH ANYONE THEY CHOOSE, AND OUT OF THE APPROXIMATE 400 PRISONERS THEREIN 
ONLY 3 OR 4 CELLS ARE OCCUPIED BY A BLACK & A WHITE. I DON'T THINK THIS 
SITUATION INDICATES THE OTHER 395 OR SO ARE PLOTTING TO ASSASSINATE EACH 


OTHER, 
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IN REGARD TO MY JAIL TACTICS: THE ONLY CRITERIA I HAVE IN CHOOSING 
OR ACCEPTING A JOB,ECT., ARE 1) THE PLACE OFFERING THE BEST OPPORTUNITY 
FOR ESCAPE AND 2) WHERE THE FOOD IS LOCATED. IN AS MUSH AS I HAD NO 
INTENTIONS OF TRYING TO ESCAPE FROM EL EVEN WORTHS I WAS CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE FOOD PROBLEM. CONSEQUENTLY I WENT TO WORK IN THE NIGHT BAKERY. THE 
ETHNIC MAKE-UP IN THE BAKERY WAS APPROXIMATELY: 6 OR 7 WHITES; 5 OR 6 
BLACKS, AND 3 OR 4 PRISONERS OF SPANISH SPEAKING ORGIN. I WORKED IN THIS 
JOB UNTIL I WAS DISCHARGED FROM THE INSTITUTION. 

9* IT HAS BEEN REPORTED BY U.P.I. AND F.3.I. AGENT, TED GUNDERSON, 

OF THE BUREAU'S LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, OFFICE THAT AFTER MARTIN LUTHER 
KING WAS SHOT I TRAVELED TO MEXICO. U.P.I. EVEN QUOATES THE BUS 
NUMBER I TRAVELED THROUGH MEXICO IN. MR. GUNDERSON SAY I LIVED WITH 
THE PROVERBIAL PROSTITUTE WHILE LIVING IN MEXICO & EATING "HAMBURGERS", 
THEN IN SOME MANNER TRAVELED TO MEXICO. THIS IS ALL FALSE. 

10. IT HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT A FORMER F.B.I. INFORMER, OLIVER -PATTERSON, 
MORE RECENTLY EMPLOYED BY THIS COMMITTEE, HAS BEFN STEALING LETTERS I 
MAILED TO MY BROTHER, JERPY RAT, THEN GIVING THEM TO THIS COMMITTEE AND 
THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT. I FURNISHED THIS COMMITTEE WITH NUMEROUS LETTERS 
THAT I HAD WRITTEN TO MY BROTHER & WILL FURNISH WHAT OTHERS I HAVE THUS 

IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO STEAL THEM. IN ADDITION, I WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF 
THE CONTENTS OF ANY LETTERS REFERED TO ABOVE ME MADE PUBLIC, RATHER THAN 
WAIT FOR "TIME" MAGAZINE TO VOMIT A DISTORTED VERSION OF THE CONTENTS. 

I UNDERSTAND THE COMMITTEE STAFF MEMBER WHO WAS THE RECIPIENT OF SAID 
LETTERS NAME IS, CONRAD 3&ET&, THEN LATER THE CHIEF COUNSEL OF THIS 
COMMITTEE, MR. ROBERT BLAKEY. 

11. AFTER VIEWING 150 OR 200 PICTURES OVER THE LAST 10 YEARS I 
HAVE MADE A POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL I REFERED TO 

IN THE STATEMENT AS "HOUAL, HOWEVER, I BELIEVE IT TI BE THE RESPONSIBILITY 
OF THE JUDICIARY TO RESOLVE THIS MATTER RATHER THAN CONGRESS. 
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Affidavit of James Earl Rat 

Mr. Ray’s public testimony before the Select Committee terminated 
on August 18, 1978, and a decision was made thereafter not to bring 
Mr. Ray before the Committee for a second appearance. This decision 
was relayed to Mr. Ray’s attorney, and to Mr. Ray, in a letter dated 
November 10, 1978. In this letter, Mr. Ray’s attorney was informed 
that u (t)he Committee . . . will include in the record any statement 
submitted in writing by yourself or Mr. Ray which explains or ampli- 
fies the previous testimony of Mr. Ray.” 

On December 4, 1978, Mr. Ray submitted a twelve page affidavit, 
with forty-one accompanying exhibits, for inclusion in the Commit- 
tee’s Final Report. Several exhibits submitted by Mr. Ray, all of 
which pertain to Mr. Ray’s private suit against the National Archives, 
have been omitted, since they are not pertinent to Mr. Ray’s testimony 
before this Committee. (Mr. Ray’s civil action no. 782341) against the 
National Archives is, ox course, a matter of public record, and may 
be examined at the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia.) All else has been reproduced in its entirety. 
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Mr. G. Robert ELakey 4 December 1978 James E. Ray #65477 

Chief Counsel B.M.P. 

Select committee, assassinations Petros,TN. 37845 

3369 House office bldg. 

Washington, D.C. P.0515* 

233 QJ4 

Dea Mr. Blakey: 

Enclosed is an affidavit with attached Exhibits. I would appreciate 
it if the committee would published said affidavit in the 
committee final published report of it*s case in the Dr. Martin 
Luther King jr. segment of the committee investigation. 

In the event the committee decides not to publish said affidavit, 
then I would appreciate the instrument being returned to me with 
a brief reason why it cannot be published. 


In addition, today I received a letter from, Mr. Robert C. Huey, 
deputy clerk of the U.S. District court for the District of Columbia 
saying his office never received the Complaint I mail the District 
court seeking release of material from the National Archives pertaining 
to the Martin Luther King jr. case. Consequently I will rem ii the 
Complaint tomorrow. 

Attached to the enclosed affidavit at Exhibit thirty is a copy of 


the Complednt. 
ccs Mark Lane, ES-i. 


Sincerely: 
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IK THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 
SELECT COMMITTEE, ASSASSINATIONS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


STATE OF TENNESSEE ) 
COUNTY OF MORGAN ) 


AFFIDAVIT 


Personally appeared before the undersigned officer authorized 
to administer oaths, James E. Ray ("Witness") , who being duly sworn, doth 
depose and say as follows: 

The subject matter of this affidavit, and the above captioned 
Select Committee investigative mandate, is the murder of Dr* Martin Luther 
King Jr* ("Dr* King — King case"). 

I am now a resident of the Brushy Mountain prison at Petros, 

Tennessee* 


I am conversant with the below listed statements & Documents 
attached to this affidavit* 

I make this affidavit under authority of Select Committee 
Rule 3.3 (6) & 3.6. 

Additional authority for this affidavit is expressed in a 
letter dated November 10, 1978 , from Select Committee Chief Counsel, Mr* 

G* Robert Blakey, to Mark Lane, ESQ, counsel representing me* Mr* Blakey's 
letter being precipitated by the committee's reasan(s) for declining to 
subpoena me for further testimony into the Dr* Kimg homicide* EXHIBITS, 

ONE & TWO. 

When I testified before the committee on August 16,17 18, 

1978, I was not provided except a few minutes before my testimony with any 
information, Documents, set., in reference to the particular areas of the 
committee’s subsequent interrogation of me. Consequently neither counsel 
nor I were able to adequately contest, with our documented evidence, the 

committee's accusations against me, thus several of the committee's accusations 
direct at me will be refered too and answered ("A") initially below: 



568 


1. MR* LOUIS STOKES, Chairman of the Select Committee directed 
questions to the Witness in an attempt to prove the Witness was, beginning 
on March 18, 1978, following Dr* King until he was murdered on April 4, 1968, 
in Memphis, Tennessee* The salient point made by Mr* Stokes was first, the 
introduction of a clipping from the Los Angeles Examiner newspaper dated 
March 18, 1968, stating Dr* Kimg was in Los Angeles; Mr* Stokes implying 
that the Witness read the article then followed Dr* King out of the city* 

(A)* Mr. Stokes conclusion was drawn and accepted by the 
committee even though the Witness had filed a change -of -address form 
on March 17* 1968, with the Post Office, the day before the Los Angeles 
Examiner * s article regarding Dr* King* 

Furthermore, in respect to the Witness travel intent in 
March 1968, the Witness has recently received from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation ("F*B*I*"), under an F.O.I. suit, a Document from the 
Canadian Government* The Document is dated October 25, 1968, from the 
Commissioner of the Canadian Mounted Police directed to the United States 
Embassy in Ottawa* Canada* The Document is a statement taken from a female 
subject by the Canadain Mounted Police* The Witness had met the subject 
in Canada in August, 1967* The relevant clause in said statement quoate's 
the subject as saying the Witness wrote her a letter "some three weeks" 
before J r* King was murdered saying "He would not be at that address 
after a couple of weeks". EXHIBIT, THREE. 

This Document evidences an expressed intent an the part of 
the Witness to depart Los Angeles, California, on or about March 14, 1968, 
some four days before the Los Angeles Examiner article mentioned Dr* King's 
presents in Los Angeles* 

2. CHAIRMAN LOUIS STOKES, next picked up the Witness alleged 
stalking of Dr* King by pointing out that the Witness was in Selma, Alabama, 
registered in the Flamingo Motel on March 22, 1968. Then offering as proof 
the Witness was following Dr* King in the form of an article from the Selma- 
Time s-Joumal dated March 2i, 1968. The article stated that Dr* Kimg would 
be in the Linden-Camden, Alabama, area on March 21, 1968* 


P. 2 
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The presumption being that the Witness somehow in Selina had obtained a 
day old newspaper, then stayed overnight in the ^elma, Alabama, Motel in 
order to be in the proximate area of Dr. King* 

(A). During the Witness journey from Los Angeles to 
Atlanta, Georgia, the only published report that the Witaess could have 
learned of Dr* King's itinerary in order to have learned then proceede d 
i n the direction of Dr* King's location was published in the New Orleans 
T imes-Picayune on March 2l, 1968 * The published article stated Dr. King 
was-then in the State of Mississippi attending a rally at, Jackson State 
College* EXHIBIT, FOUR. 

As committee Documents reveal, the Witness on departing 
New °r leans on March 22nd traveled through the State of Alabama, not 
Mississippi. As the committee's Documents further reveal, through the 
State's stipulations to the Witness guilty plea St other evidence, the 
Witness spent the day of March 21, 1963, in New Orleans, Louisiana* 

3. CHAIRMAN STOKES, through his interrogation of the 
Witness St others also attempted to demonstrate that the Witness, between 
5:45PM Si 6:00PM on April 4, 1968, was not at a service station attempting 
to have a tire repaired St the Witness automobile serviced at the approximate 
time Dr* King was shot. The "others" being a Mr. McFall St Son who testified 
they were the proprietors of a Service Station located on the Southeast 
comer of second & Linden street Memphis, Tennessee, and that during the 
period between approximately 5* 45PM St 6:00PM on April 4, 1968, they did not 
service, or have as a customer, a light colored Mustang—the type automobile 
the Witness was driving* 

(A)* The Witness has never testified or stated that he 
attempted to have said Mustang serviced at second St Linden * Rather the 
Witness has testified in executive session before the committee staff, 
and informed CBS-TV news, that he attempted to have the aforementioned 
Mustang serviced St a flat tire repaired at one or more service stations 
South of Main Street on Linden* That the service stations were " 3 or 4" 
Blocks East of Main on Linden. EXHIBIT, FIVE & SIX. 


P* 3 
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( The stations have now apparently been replaced through urban renewal). 

Further, the Witness through Documents obtained in November 
197® from the F.B.I. substantiate that there was a flat tire in the 
trunk of said Mustang when the F.B.I. in I960 took possession of the 
Mustang. EXHIBIT, SEVEN. 

4* CHAIRMAN STOKES, also attempted to demonstrate that 
the Witness was in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 1, 1968. The proof offered 
by Mr. Stokes was in the form of a laundry ticket indicating through the 
ticket date (April 1st), that the Witness had placed several articles of 
clothing in the L aundry (Piedmoont), on said date. Apparently the rationale 
for this offer of proof was that Dr. King had announced on April 1, 1968, 
that he would be returning to Memphis, Tennessee, thus the Witness followed 
Dr. King out of Atlanta, or wherever, to Memphis, Tennessee. 

(A). The Witness was not in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 1, 
1968. Accordingly the Witness posted a letter dated October 10, 1978, to 
Sheriff, Edwin B. Coleman, of Alcorn County, Mississippi (and other 
Sheriffs in Alabama). Attached to the letter was a diagram of a Motel 
located in Corinth, Mississippi, wherein the Witness is now certain he 
spent part of the day & night of April 1, 1968. After failing to receive 
a reply from Sheriff Coleman, the Witness provided his Brother, Jerry W. Ray, 
with a diagram similar to the one provided Sheriff Coleman. Upon locating 
the Motel discriptive of said diagram, and commencing taking pictures of 
the establishment, the Owner of the Motel (Southern), appeared and threatened 
the Witness Brother telling Jerry Ray the Witness (then in 1968 using the 
name, Eric Galt), had never been a quest of the ■Southern Motel*. When 
Jerry Ray asked to view the Motel records for 1968 the Owner said the F.B.I. 
had recently confiscated all of the Motel records for 1968. 

In addition, in responce to a letter from William 
Bratford Huie dated February 18, 1969, the Witness denied he was in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on April 1, 1968. EXHIBIT, EIGHT. ( Said letter from Mr. Huie 
was not in the so-called "20.000* words of Huie's the committee provided 
the Witness with on August 18, 1978.) 


P. 4 
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5. CONGRESSMAN HAROLD FORD, in a speech before the 
Memphis, Tennessee, junior chamber of commerce an August 24, 197®, 
said of the Witness, "Ray followed Dr* Martin Luther King jr* closely 
throughout the country* EXHIBIT, NINE* 

(A)* This is a deliberate misrepresentation* An 
examination of Dr* King's iteniary from F*B*I*/S«C*L*C* files evidences 
that the Witness A Dr* King were in the same city/proximate location, 
only twined , prior to ^emphis, in 1967-68: Chicago, May 1967 & Los Angeles, 

March 1968. EXHIBIT, TEN* ( In these two locations the Witness was not 
only in the locale first but was residing there*) 

6* CONGRESSMAN HAROLD SAWYER, introduced as an Exhibit 
a letter posted by the Witness to the novelist, William Bratford Huie. The 
letter was posted by the Witness in October 1968 from the Shelby county, 
Tennessee, jail* The relevant point in the letter that Mr* Sawyer was attempting 
to make read in effect that the Witness was "sleeping 8^ hours per day & 
gaining weight" in the jail* 

(a)* In-as-mush as it is not the habit of the Witness to 
praise j allhouse conditions, and upon reflection, the Witness later recalled 
that the aforementioned letter to William Bratford Huie was a parody of 
comments made by Shelby County jail Captain, Billy J* Smith, when counsel 
representing the Witness, Mr. Arthur J. Hanes sr*, filed a Motion petitioning 
the trial court to relieve harsh confinement conditions where the Witness was 
confined in said jail. 

Oral arguments to said Motion were presented to the trial 
court on September 30, 1968, wherein Captain Smith, a security officer, 
testified the Witness was sleeping "eight & one-half hours per day" and 
eating three meals per day, with supplemental food from the jail commissary* 
EXHIBIT, ELEVEN, p.21 

7* CONGRESSMAN SAWYER, - a former prosecuting Attorney- 
prior to his allegation in the preceding paragraph, had offered to interceed 

with officials of the State of Tennessee requesting that said officials 
reajust the Witness sentence providing the Witness could & would cooperate 
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with the prosecution in the murder of Dr* Martin Luther King Jr. 

(A)* Anything I could testify to for the prosecution I 
could also testify to as a defense Witness in a Jury trial* Furthermore, 
being a ^tate witness is not always the panacea prosecutors & Judges would 
have the public believe* EXHIBIT, TWELVE* 

8* CONGRESSMAN FLOYD FITHIAN, suggested/accused during the 
Witness public testimony before the committee in August 1978 that the 
Witness & his Brother, Jerry W* Hay, had in July 1967 robbed a Bank in 
Alton, Illinois* 

(A)* Subsequent to said accusation, Jerry W* Ray turned 
himself in to the Alton, ELlinios, police and offered to waive the 
statute-of-limitations for the robbery. Lt. Walter Conrad of the Alton 
police Department informed Jerry Ray that he had never bean a suspect in 
said robbery. EXHIBIT, THIRTEEN. 


9* The committee & the prosecution has suggested, through 
their news media advocates, apparently based on allegations by "Time" Inc. 
agent, George McMillian,that the Witness through sale of narcotics while 
he was incarcerated in the State prison at Jefferson City, Missouri, 
during 1960-67 sent substantial sums of moneys out of the prison to 
family member (s); the family members in turn providing the money to the 
Witness after his 1967 prison escape in order for the Witness to follow 
& murder Dr. King. 

(A). This charges another misrepresentation of the 
evidence. EXHIBITS, FOURTEEN & FIFTEEN. 

10. CONGRESSMAN SAMUEL L. DEVINE, during the Witness 
August 1978 appearance before the committee read an extended statement 
into the record given the committee by a former member of Scotland Yard, 

Mr. Alexander A* Eist — Scotland Yard being the English National Police 
force. 



573 


In said statement Mr* Eist stated in effect that over an extended 
period while he was guarding the Witness in an English prison, that 
for magazines & candy bars, the Witness gave Mr. Eist an oral statement 
in effect confessing to the murder of Dr. King. 

It was also revealed that Mr. Eist had told no one for approximately 
ten (10) years about the Witness confession except Mr. Eist *s superior— 
the superior now being dead. 

(A). As the committee well knows, and Scotland Yard well 
knows, and the British Home Secretary well knows, Scotland Yard officers 
do not guard prisoners in Ore at Britain prisons. Only prison guards 
maintain security over English prisoners , just as they did the Witness — and 
which the Witness has attempted to verify in writing through letters 
unanswered posted to Scotland Yard & the British Hone Secretary. EXHIBITS, 
SISTEEN & SEVENTEEN. j 

Further, in the spriiig of 197^ Mr. Eist was tried in an 
English court for "CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT CORRUPTION & CONSPIRACY TO PERVERT 
THE COURSE OF JUSTICE". Accordingly the Witness through an English 
investigator, Mr. Evan Williams, attempted to obtain, in order to test 
Mr. Eist 's credibility, a transcript of M r . Eist 'a criminal trial from 
the English trial court. EXHIBITS, jsiGHTEEN & NINETEEN. 

The Witness request for Mr. Eist criminal trial transcript 
was denied by the English legal system. EXHIBIT, TWENTY & TWENTY-ONE. 

11. The dominant commercial communications Industry in 
the United States has apparently not questioned any of the committee's 
allegations/accusations that have reflected adversely on the Witness, no 
matter how incredible the charges miight be: an example would be the press's 
general acclaim of, Alexnader A. Eist. Rather, the self -touted Free Press 
has distorted testimony & invented misstatements, then attributed the 
misstatements to the Witness with Mgiiicious intent. EXHIBITS. TWENTY-TWO- 
TWENTY-THREE & TWENTY-FOUR. 

(A). The reason for the communications Industry position 
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in respect’s to the committee's investigative conclusion in the 
King case may be found in; EXHIBITS, TWENTY-FIVE, TWENTY-SIX, 

TWENTY-SEVEN & TWENTY-EIGHT. 

The communications Industry reporting in the committee 
investigation of the King case is clearly in contrast to the Industry 
reporting & demanding minute details , in the Watergate affair, wherein 
the "Select Group" who control the Industry had a vested political 
interest in the ultimate outcome* 

There have also been published reports indicating the 
committee's Chief Counsel, Mr* G* Robert Blakey, has orchestrated the 
public hearings in the King case in such a manner that would maximise 
the dominant press's misrepresentations refered to above* EXHIBIT, TWENTY- 
NINE. 


OTHER MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE SELECT COMMITTEE'S 
MANDATE IN THE KING CASS* 


12. On or about September 26, 1978, the Witness filed a 
Complaint with the United States District court for the District of Columbia 
petitioning the court to release to the Select Consnittee, and Witness counsel, 
voluminous tapes/recordings thereof pertaining to the F.B.I. investigation 
of Dr. King & related matter. EXHIBIT, THIRTY. 

The relevant parts in said Complaint ares 

(a) . Neither the committee nor any other government 

agency has attempted to examine said tapes/trs* 

EXHIBIT, A, of Complaint* 

(b) « Nothing in said tapes/recordings are embarrassing 

to Dr* King* EXHIBIT,C, of Complaint* 

(c) . The F.B.Ic has stated no complete investigation 

of the Martin Luther King Jr* homicide can be 

complete without the Select Coranittee examining 

the recording/transcripts thereof* EXHIBIT ,D, of Complaint* 

13* For additional evidence that none of the material 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph located in the National Archives would 
be embarrassing to Dr* King sees EXHIBITS, THIRTY-ONE St THIRTY-TWO* 


P* 8 



575 


1/v. Substantial material refered to in paragraph 12 above 
would appear to be of a political nature , rather than salacious. 

EXHIBIT, THIRTY-THREE & THIRTY-FOUR. 

15. That the committee has evidently relied on for 
substantial allegations directed against the Witness written & verbal 
allegations disseminated by, William Bratford Huie & George McMillian— 

Huie & McMillian both being "southeijn novelist" have, commencing in 
19&B, published several articles/ Books supportive of the government in 
the King case. 

MR. HUIE has made a Career of conducting sham-battles 
with "southern politicans", e.g., G<jverdctr George Wallace. EXHIBIT, THIRTY- 
FIVE. 

Then too Mr. Huie occasionally contend someone he (Huie) 
cannot use as being supportive of his so-called adversaries, e.g, Mr. Huie 
has publicly accused the Witness of being an "active" supporter of the 
aforementioned George Wallace in Los Angeles, California, in 196 7-^>S. That 
the Witness induced a Marie Martin, alias, Mimi Degrasse, to register for 
George Wallace. The Witness did take Mrs. Marie Martin/Mimi Degaraae 
to a registration office wherein shq apparently registered for the, American 
Independent party. However, the Witness later advised Mrs. Martin upon 
enquiry that she should, for business reasons, register with the Republican 
party, which she apparently did. EXHIBITS, THIRTY-SIX A THIRTY-SEVEN • . 

In addition, in the fall of 1977 William Bratford Huie 
throught a telephonic conversation with by Brother, Jerry W« Ray, offered 
me $225,000 if I would publicly confess to the Martin Luther King Jr. 
homicide. For the confession Mr. Huie stated he would interceed with the 
Governor of the State of Tennessee in providing me with a pardon. My Brother 
taped said conversation and, provided the tape to the Select Committee. 
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MR* Me KILL IAN , apparently began his literary career as 
a government propagandist by laboring for the "office of war information" 
from 1938 until m3* 

In the King case Mr* McMillian was in the employ of 
"Time" Inc* | first publishing an article about the case in the January 26, 
1978, issue of "Time" magazines then later publishing a Book in 1976 about 
the King case through a subsidiary of "Time" Inc*, Little Brown & Company* 
Both article & Book zealously supported the government in the King case* 

Further, the Select Committee’s chief Counsel, Hr* G* Rihbert 
Blakey, has also been reported to have been an agent /consult ant of "Time" Inc* 
EXHIBIT, THIRTY-EIGHT. 

In fact several "prestigious" committees investigating 
over the past several years political murders and, or, United States 
government involvement in the murder of foreign Leaders, have been under 
the control of or, substantially under the influence of, "Time" Inc*, 
e*g«, the United States Senate"Church Committee"! the Chief Counsel being, 

Mr* Frederick A.O* Schwartz, Counsel for "Time" magazine* 


16* During a news conference an March 17, 1969, the trial 
Judge in the King case, W. Preston Battle, told the New York "Times" that 
he was in effect opposed to a public trial because a trial would have 
only "Muddied" the substantial evidence the prosecution had against the 
Witness. EXHIBIT, THIRTY-NINE* 

Judge Battle’s reason for not wanting a public trial 
in the King case was apparently the reason for the Select Committee not 
recalling the Witness for further testimony in the King case* EXHIBIT, TWO* 


17* Finally, the government’s Chief Witness, against the 
herein Witness, in the King case was/is Mr* Charles Q* Stephens* Mr* Stephens 
being a resident of the establishment wherein Dr* King supposedly was shot 
from — Stephens claiming to have seen the person who shot Dr* King leaving 
said establishment* 
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In June 1966 in London, England, wherein the Witness 
was incarcerated in the King homicide and the United States government & 
State of Tennessee were attempting extradition of him through proceedings 
in Bow Street court, the governmenti's principal evidence was an affidavit 
by, Mr* Stephens* The affidavit was executed June 13, 1968# before Mr. l* 
Lloyd Johnson, clerk of the United States District court for the W«D« Of 
Tennessee* The relevant clause in Mr* Stephens affidavit going to his 
identification of the Witness readfts 


.••The pointed nose and chin are the principal 
features that stand out in my identification of 
the man (James E. Hay) pictured in Exhibit III as 
the man I saw with Mrs* Brewer looking into Room 
5-B on April 4# 1968. EXHIBIT, FORTY & FORTY— ^ A* 


(A)* The description of the Witness nose, refered to 
by Mr* Stephens as principal identification, was on April 4# 1968, just the 
opposite of pointed : the Witness had had plastic surgery in February, 1968, 

on his nose leaving it a hooked shape. However, neither the F.B.I. or 
p rosecution learned of the surgery until approximately September of 1968 , 
several months after ^r* Stephens affidavit * 

In addition, it was learned in a 1974 Habeas Corpus 
hearing in the U.S. District court for the W.D. Of Tennessee, titled, Ray V. 
Rose, 392 F. Supp. 601 (1975), that M r . Stephens was in an extremely drunken 
condition during the period he allegedly identified the Witness* EXHIBIT, 
FORTY-ONE* 

Further, that Mr* Stephens had been promised $100,000 
in reward money by Memphis politicians (city counsel) for information leading to 
the Killer of °r* King's arrest ahd conviction. Mr. Stephens attorney, Harvey 

Gipson, to receive half or said $100.000 later Messrs Stephens & Gipson 

applied for the $100,000 but the Tennessee legal system reneged on the promise. 

Lastly, shortly after the murder of Dr. King CBS-TV 
Reporter, Bill Stout, interviewed Mr. Stephens. Later the interview was 
re-run in 1976 on a CBS-TV documentary hosted by Dan Lather titled "The 
American assassins". The following colloquial took place between Messrs, 

Stout & Stephens: 
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Q* Stout: Mr* Stephens, what do you think of that picture 

(of J ames E. Ray), does that look like the man ? 

A* Stephens: No, from the glimpse I got of his profile it doesn’t* 

Q* Stout: It dosen’t ? 

A* Stephens: No sir, it certainly dosen’t* For one thing he’s 
too heavy, his face is too full, he has too mush 
hair, and his nose is to wide; from the glimpse I said 
I got of his profile, but that defin&tely I would say 
in not the guy* 


affiant: James S. Ray#65477 

— ^ £1 1? «J 

Brushy Mountain Prison 
Petros, Tennessee* 37845* 


Subscribed and sworn to before 
me this Sj/ d ay of December, 1978 
My Commission expires / 

Notary Public^ 
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Select Committee on 

IH.fc. J&ottft et &eptei»nt{rttejtf 

9369 HOUSE OFFICE MUtUMNO. ANMCK A 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 200 IB 


November 10, 1978 


Mark Lane, Esquire 
1177 Central Avenue 
Memphis, Tennessee 38104 

Dear Mark: 

In connection with the investigation of the 
House Select Committee on Assassinations into the 
death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as I informed 
you in my letter of October 17, 1978, the Committee 
scheduled a meeting on November 9, 1978 to consider 
whether to recall Mr. Ray to continue his testimony. 

At yesterday's meeting, the Committee carefully reviewed 
and analyzed the opening statement Mr. Ray presented to 
the Committee and his three days of public testimony. 

After analyzing Mr. Ray's testimony, the Committee decided 
that no useful purpose would be served in continuing to 
question Mr. Ray. Accordingly, Mr. Ray will not be called 
to appear before the Committee for any further testimony. 

The Committee desires, of course, in accordance 
with Committee Rule 3.6 to offer you and Mr. Ray the 
opportunity to explain or amplify the testimony given 
by Mr. Ray. The Committee, accordingly, will include 
in the record any statement submitted in writing by 
yourself or Mr. Ray which explains or amplifies the 
previous testimony of Mr. Ray. ■ - ‘ * 5 

Further, the Committee will consider for ^ inclusion 
in its record any statement on any subject that it 
receives from Mr. Ray pr yourself that is pertinent to 
the Committee's inquiry. 


GRB: jwc 

cc: Mr. James Earl Ray 


Sincere fy, ■. 

C. Rob*** r 

Ojisf 
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Mark Lane, attorney for James Earl Ray , in Washington Tuesday during King hea rings. 
WOHLI/HATION, GANNETT (N.Y.), Y/EST CHESTER NEWSPAPER. HO VEKBEtf '1 6 , W8* 


King committee says Ray wasn’t paid 


WASHINGTON (AP) — House investi- 
gators say they have found no evidence 
that James Earl Ray was a paid trigger- 
man in a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Chief Counsel G. Robert Bjakey told 
the House Assassinations Committee 
Wednesday that Ray conceivably could 
have been part of such a conspiracy — but 
if he was, there is no evidence he got his 
money. 

“The fact is that a lot of triggermen 
carry out a contract and then don’t get 
paid for it," Blakey said. 

Blakey's investigators concluded in- 
stead that Ray probably financed his es- 
cape from Memphis, Tenn., to Europe 
after King’s assassination April 4, 1068, 
with money from a $27,000 bank robbery 

He said they - 1 n-» pa> " d i in 


any bank or with any of Ray’s relatives or 
associates. 

And if Ray had been paid off, Blakey 
said, he would not likely have risked rob- 
bing a bank in London when he was 
wanted worldwide for King’s murder. In- 
vestigators say Ray robbed a London 
bank just before he was arrested June 8, 
1968. 

Ray pleaded guilty to King’s killing 
and is now serving a 99-year prison sen- 
tence. He recanted his plea almost imme- 
diately after making it and now contends 
he was framed. 

Ray tentatively had been scheduled to 
testify today but the committee voted not 
to call him and canceled today’s meeting 
on grounds the cost was not justified. 

* Former Assistant Deputy Chief Coun- 
sel Michael £t»erhardt, who resigned in 


protest of Ray not being called back, said! 
he thinks some committee members weft 1 
“ intimidated" by Mgrt Lane, Bay’s It* ' 
yer. 

“I believe the decision not to return * 
him (Ray) came in part from fear thgt 
Lane might muddle some of the gains tbs 
committee made at the first appearance^’ 
Eberhardt said (a an interview. 

He referred to Ray’s, August 
ance at which the committee seemed ! 
demolish Ray’s alibi that he was t 
away In a gasoline station at the i 
King was assassinated. 

The committee has investigated i 

ferent alleged conspiracies, particr , '“‘ Jk " 1 
one in which a group of St. Louis hub 
men suftwedly offered $50.*»fer * \j$T? 
murder. 
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HCAOOUAKTBm - DIRECTION < 


791-: -60 (*>!.■» 


OTTAWA 7, CANADA 
October 2!i, 1963. 


yp. roe a Lee Ianoa, 

c/o ‘J.nltcd Staten iifensr.y, 

CV?*V7i» Ontario. 


lie: i’nrfclh Lather KI’XJ 

Murder of 


G*a October 3 last i if o nation wan received 
fr^ri tho hope rintc ntlcnfc of Security, Bonartnent of V ran sport, 
Otter. 'a, to the effect that a ferjolc employee, ifco wishes 
to anonym on a had confided to her superior that cho 

had ret with. 'iiVf. on “i occaslom. onco in tho Laurent la ig , 
o nce In Ottawa aid o ice In .T-.Q.atreoA * l l ncoo necti^a are 
believed to have take n place prior to the m order cf 1-r. v artin 
Luther KITS. 

2, Recently this von an hen received telephone 

calls freM Willi xi Bradford IT JbY (phonetic) in Alnba**m, 
asking her about her association ulth &\ v • Shin person is 
ncu concerned about the turn of ovc;its oni consented* to to 
interviewed by a t*,err.bcr of this Force relative to her 
a3scclctlon with RAY. • ’ 

3* On tho 1!> tc? 63 subject was interviewed aid 

' the following information was obtained fron her. 

"On tho Itth of An trust 1967 , ny ulrlfrlon 3 and 
I went to lit* Jovite, P.^TTiC* t*JC*ltT the lot^ week- 
end. :*o arrived there at around , 7:00 p*:u and 
registered at the «?otit rnnolr" Inn. !»o had ©upper 
a^l then decided to jjo to tho Cfroy Hock ?5csort for the 
evening. As v;o entered the lmin.*c, wo caw a nan 
clttlnj clc.no nt a table facing tup franco Floor. Ky 
j;Irlfrlcni said » ilia t wan ic alone , let 1 s cep if uo 
can* alt with hin. 1 She npnroaohed hie* n:*l ho 
invited us to sit ct his table. ! r c introduced * 
himself as r ric CttLV c-U cold that he vap op holidays 
fron Chicago and imo stay in; at thd C*»cy toelu ■ T.p 
also rxntLoncd tJmt hie brother and oiPftch-ln^la:; 
Jaavl cone- m ft:ui 

left ftp; c -vtival. lie that nt had u<p%M:c,rs: 


exhibit, three 
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for about cnc wee t: nnl thrt he v/culu be leaving 
vit’un the next Tew day a Ter Montreal to nc<t his 
brother. It » round TUi'ut^ht, rgr ;?irl friend cnid 
tluit she ;;a a not fcellnj wall and nho returned to the 
fit it haiolr. hrie a vl X went* to tho Va u>ir finoU.au 
to soc the enter ini vent. I/O returned to Crey Zioci: 
at coiuvl i 1 *: CO a.M. nnd l a sent. tbs rent of who 
vlth hi:j In r.Jo race:, JT wna intJrmfcc with h.ln* X diet 
tot notice ax* thin j: urwshnl about hlr:. uus quiet, 
polite, neat a:v.l reserved. Vhc next ^.ov»ihj» X left 
hart at nraunJL 11:00 n.vt., fit t&ieh tir.o tie told nc that 
he was leaving for Montreal. :\a said that ho did net • 
know v ihe.ro he would be oUv/?a^ isn I'onfcrvnl, but that 
he wo»lu like to see t:o r./juli nnd that 3vc wo nil cull 
the rctit ;* avoir and lot -\c *:now \f -ci*c he who stay!. a... 
he was driving a:i el d red Plymouth in f <6 ?todcl * 

X did not looh at the- iricena'c 'flutes* ~ 

He called around sumcr t5;;c and s.l mo vc 
were out, ho les t n r*orca;;o with the •i^ch sdvislnj to 
call n number In Montreal. X called and talked to a 
desk clciv: at a hotel in thc^Vasfc y ^ V.qa}:^ - 

fh.e (rave Ytc the Vn/ardsr/ an"; vie ;:n:r.'cr cC the rcor: 
where brie ^cs staying. Tic uao not in at the tine* 

C i r.enduy, the 7th cf /Visual, my girlfriend and T 
drove dcun to "ontroal r.V. went to the hotel to see 
Xric • I don't rewenber the nar»c of. the hotel except 
V.nt It 1 j. <rv::i i.i— i.'^f pr.^iCT (Wfic r.*n-m iftfl n1u> - 
Vo net i.ric in tho ball and he appeared pleased and 
surprised to ace uc, he sharc-d Ms : quarters u.irin;* 
the two nl^itn wo spent in lent real* He was net 
5 nUInnto with either cf us in Joitweal* ho teoic ua 
cut tc the Acapulco Club and to rcctauru Tta* V.c 
seeded to bare roncy and appeared to pr.y for every- 
thing with Canadian 2»h.00 bills. Jn fact, bo c xvc r.c 
a fwcafcy before we left Montreal, in ease X hnd car 
trouble . I save h l-* r;y address In Ottawa* 

Ror:o three uccfca later, ho. called no r:U raid 
t‘v»t hc^A.g Lin Cfctawc stir: In ; at the Town oud C ounty? 
'•cfccl fn?*- tMn :>cc;:-cn:l. he strived In Ottawa iVP to 
dr.;/ a and I shewed hirs itrou:ii Ottawa. X did net stay 
with hi»i at tho 1‘own and Country* He did apt appear • 
to knov/ anyone in Ottawa. I don't recall hirx Eayln- 
whcre :ic was ccnlnj frori, but I ccsu.ncd it was Montreal* 
Me did sot have a car r. v! probably *cano b 7 train# .Tc 
r.c xtioued that he was werkinj fer bis brother in Zeal 
.- state and that he did .net do vuch but waft paid util* 
v c also rai d that he :n?l :o nr<;blc‘>g with r.o uv g d 
co ma nx •' ' -i • •■■■■.' ^ ■ r 
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Move in Ajwti 
Eirhangt Alley t , 

eating him. Ont By JOHN PC ARTE 
itraight raw and' MCtMWf, Mia < API — Th* 
i three luun un »rmy of pt 
The men then tin Luther 
Springfield and move 
muruh_ 

i a delivery m«n|t» tv 
Floor Pharmacy at' August 
robbed of MO;** 1 '* 

[iSS.-hKi. »'« * 

I that RonscveK *** 
kvu slTh.fi. ** “* 


CHARGE AGAINST- 

- JifinwN ncnpprn^* 

utflit. uRU™ n wlWiittP 


T7X FIFTH CIRCCIT 
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t addins themselves 
Vimar-d* we make. ' 
pen were Irtwkedi Kmg wound up a tuv4 
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Irmu pharmacy .►‘ops* *,th a rally ui a M 
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Uthdlure S W te noa-vUw,! — 
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went in, in another tavern down there , t Iftelipye it was 
the same one I stopped in when I waft .np the first 

time from, from leaving my car dovn How, I've left 

out something here, if we can back up a little bit, it'll 
take about 45 minutes. When X found this grooming house, 
when I first come up there, I left this car parked about 
six blocks away and consequently, when X got up there I had 
to. go back and get the car, but I don't know how late that 
took roe, I imagine that took me 45 minutes to go back to 
the parking lot and bring the car back up there and park it 
in that general area. I would say that would have been 
4:45. Now, we can go back , beginning now when I went 

back to the tavern and was going to the movie. I went to 
the tavern, and I was in there for a while and then I, the 
night before that I had a flat tire, and I hadn't been able 
to get it fixed. Uh, so I came back up and decided to get 
it fixed, and the cars were there and was all jammed up to- 
gether, and I, I drove it out and drove about 7 or 8 blocks, 
I'd say, altogether, maybe 6 blocks. I drove about three 
blocks north and three or four west, I guess you'd call it, 
or east. No, it'd be east, three blocks east. And, uh, I 
stopped in there and attempted to get the car tire fixed, 
is what it was, and the garage attendant, whatever he was, 
he said it was the busy time of day and he didn't have time 
to fix it or something, so I drove on around and, and I guess 
it would be going south. I turned around and circled back 
toward the rooming house, and when I got to, it was either 


V,' 

/•' • ■ p - 
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SOUND ROLL 1 
TAKE 1 


EXHIBIT, SIX 




C B 


OOP? 1 * 

V 4', . . , 

MARCH 9 , 1977 

- v P-'*' ■** ''■■■■ ' ; 

CBS _ SPECIAL REPORTS 

\}k :„.V ; :._f ■ "... 

INTERVIEW JAMBS EARL RAf r DAN RATHER 


DAN RATHER: .,+y^A 

Mr, Ray, first in brief, if you would tell 
me a bit aboutyour family. Where you grew 
up, how you grew up and how you first got in 
trouble with the law. 

JAMES EARL RAY: 

Uh. .Well I grew up most in Illinois. That was 
where I was born the State of Illinois. And, 

I think my first trouble with the law was in 
1952, serious trouble. 

Q: 

t 

How did you get into that trouble? 

JAMES EARL RAY: 




That was, I believe it was a robbery charge 


* v.J5 


or something. 


What I was looking for was some of the tone > 
and texture of how you. grew up as a boy. Now 


V'^Pa’-*' t- V-. •; 





586 


ROLL 3 
SOUND 3 

JAMES EARL RAY CONTINUED: 

So I did move the car. I think I ..determined 
now it must have been about quarter, ten to 
six. And, I went to I think a service station 
down about ..I would say it was about five blocks 
from Main Street and in the service stations.... 


The investigators investigating me says he got 
statements. Now I don't know if he has or not, 
because when anyone investigates a case for me, 

I just tell him what I know of it and tell him 
not to tell me what they found out because there 
has been charges I have been using a.. the 
attorneys more or less a feedback operation. 

So, I just ...I think the investigator, Harold 
Weisberg investigated this. And I told him, 

you investigate this ..substantiate it. I don't 

^ 

want to know all the details you just tell me. 
END OF ROLL 3 
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ROLL 4 
SOUND 4 


Q: 

All right. So, you believe that it can perhaps 
can be established that you took the white 
Mustang to a service station within four, five 
or six blocks of the rooming house. 

JAMES EARL RAY: 

I believe the lady worked across the street 
could establish that 1 was in there around 
five thirty. Now, the investigators txifr tell 
me they can establish that I was around the 
service station. And, another lawyer intimated. 
Now, he didn’t tell me exactly that the ...place 
was cordoned off immediately after the shooting 
and he tells me that there is a police officer 
down there. I don’t want to mention the name. 

I don't want to mention now that he ..almost 
highballed me out of the area and told me to 
get out of there. Get the hell out of there" 
or something. And... but, like I said, this has 
never been substantiated because it has never 
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On April 11, 1968, an examination tr?:s made of a 1900 Ford 
Mustang at the FBI Garage in Atlanta, Georgia.; 

This vehicle was a two-door 289, eighth cylinder , 2-barrel 
carburetor, color white, hardtop, bearing 196$ Alabama license 
1-38993. The mileage was noted as 39100.8. The- Serial number 
was 6TO7C190647 , the body 65A, the color H, the .^Vim 25, date 17A, 
BJoO 21. The serial number, body number, terminal date and OP 30 
were noted on the serial plate affixed to the left door. Also 
affixed to the left door was an RPM sticker H, BKCKMAN Chevron 
Service, 1506 North Normandy Avenue, Los Angeles, California, 
Telephone f* 066-9921. The sticker reflected oil v/us drained 
2/13/68, wheel bearings were checked at 34185 miles , wheels rs re 
aligned at this same mileage. 

A Gulf Pride sticker was also affixed at this same ice U ‘ 
with r;o address or company rams listed; however, mileage was 
on this sticker as 20253 and the only pc-rticr; of date v. 


On th-5 left d??r pest was notsd an RPM si.k;:- :• 

V )n:-F0X FORD, 4531 Hollyvjcd Boulevard, Kelly rood, C:0 i \ 

T si *;tl Oh'S £-1131, refloctirg service cilv'J at mileage 34*90, 

■:il. Xiltsi’-d at same mileage . 

On the lift rear trunk lid was a nr* til insignia 

The rig.it rear wirdvv bore a sticker ’THreccvrci Oer^v ; ? 

R-^Mstro Fed«aral ds Autc-moviles , 196 7 Or tbi s Turistft, Ad v. i 
v-i Me- ivo , Lav* do, Tam," (rest of sticker t or n ) . 

This sams stick* r was also affixed fcc 1:.rv? right fre; t 
^isisiiield , Icw^r right sic’*, and it bore Folio ^H294*lfiG, "ihi 
last wtrd wv.io.i was torn or. the ©thar sticker is reflected on 
tii 3 &sCor.d sticker as T^mps, 





Thin document contain* neither recommendations nor Of t^e FBI, It t, prope*!^ of thfi FBi a;ul is l<> ; 

yn-tr r^ency; it ind it* content* ore not to V* «li 4triSiy«-i •• j v V\ • •; 



FD-J02 (fte*. 4-15-64) 
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AT 44-r2386 

! / 


I Tires on the vehicle were as follows: 

Right frost tire Firestone 7.50 by 14 deluxe Cfcas&j Icpi 
{ black wall), good tread; 

Rigfct rear tire no markings, recap whits^H " (tread oa 
tire g>od) , mote Mustsuig symbol center of hubcap of this vehicle 
missing and area around this center was dented and tern. 

Left rear tire no markings, a recap, whitorall (tread 

goed) ; 

Left frorat tire Mad all ion 110 7.75 by 14. Ktt titled 
replaces 7.50 by 14 aad notation Nylon tubs leas, vrhito^ral'J 
(;;•:> id tread) ; 

I 

Spare tire in trunk Goodyear 6.95 by 14, pow'-.r ousMcu. 
This tire v/as a whitewall and the tire was flat aud tie tr^.ad Vi. 
alia o s t b&j d . - 



g gglrgS AR£A EXAMINATION 

Tag cj air filter a Puralator tig, showing P Mr ala tor 
oil filter with a red ink notation Peri, i J oral at or air fiiUr 
vi'sh red ink T.-o-t iticn AVP 43, date of service i:i red i i.!< 9/iS/C’l" 
Mii-ft&c^ in rod isk 2-0253. 

On left frovfc fender f l&r:ge about 12 inches frw» l^.st 
digit •?.;! PV1N a luatal prate 1 1/4" by 3 1/2" bearing the 

J jdf, i* 1. Xi o .V /j j * 

T-cp left c:ra-tr D 372, below this 12 A 18 8T07C 1>C C47. 
Icy tUf{ A5A M 25, boOow this PJM. 

The ba >; t ?ry y; *3 ?< Sears A1 1 - S t a t e fc i gh vcl t r A a ( 15 to.': 1 
54 plates) . U.vicr the negative rerioir.il was a bright mot*.! pl.v: 
imx rioted C3 . On t ho online side of the battery . th*ro '.'.ue s 
v\'td tap a about the size cf a nickel stuck oz the battery, s.l«? 
the cotat.io:a C-3. 


36-174 0 - 79 - 38 
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Dear Mr. For\mcan. . . . 


wouli 



tes Ray could be very helpful to me at this time if he 
"ite to you a detailed explanation of the following: 

The nine days he says he spent in Montreal in April, 1963, 
Where did he in Montreal? What name did he register 
under? What is 'fds test recollection of dates? Since he 
i .’as short of money, didn't he pull at least one hold-up 
during this period? If so, where? And what are the details 
of this hold-up? 

I'm. sure Pay is aware that those two landladies in Toronto 
have told police that Ray stayed very' close, spent much time 
in his room., and certainly they don't believe Ray’ was away 
from. Toronto any nine cays. So this is a most important 
point, and if Ray vn.ll give ira a diagram I will go back to 
Montreal and check what he tells me. 



•/✓rf -■ ^ P i 7 2. The hours and days folLcwirg his purchase of the gun in 
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FROM* SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
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A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


He said he knew and that every once : - ■ V' 
to pull one in from left field, it if- jtt$VWQ^ ^otL W-X. ,' ! 

• \ •• ' ’y* 

His job. You observed the defendant %y. 

; . ' • y -W^M 

: x ;x ,v&:, { XX \ ■ 


July 19th? 

Yes sir, I have. 

Does he appear alert to you? 
Sir? 


i -x 

X'K&X' 


o Does he appear to be alert to you? 

A Yes sir, he does. 

Q Mr. Hanes says he is nervous and distraught and upset, does 

he appear that way to you? 

A No sir, he does not. 

Q Mr. Hanes has in this motion here that he can't sleep up 

there, what do you know about that. Captain? 

A In a report that I have from my officers, ve checked frcm the 

twenty eighth of August to the twenty sixth of September and 
he averaged, he slept 25 6 hours during this thirty day period. 
This will average out approximately eight and one h alf hours 
for twenty four hours. 

Q Do you get that much sleep, Captain? 

A No sir, I don't. 

Q He is not too nervous and upset to eat, is he Captain? 

A No sir, his appetite is good. 

Q ‘ How many meals does he get a day up there. Captain? 

A Three meals a day. 

3 He has access to other foods? 

A Yes sir, he can buy anything from our coiaaissary that any 

other prisoner in the jail can buy. 

O Does he avail himself of that? 

A Yes sir, he does. 

Q Is that few times or many times? 

A Generally, two times a day, X; vou£d 

he probably spends twenty dollars a 

items. X, ' 

EXHIBIT, ELEVEN 
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U. S. 6 Protection 9 

6-TToBtfl toru. tnq 

An Empty Phrase , 

(3 V'; 

Informers Learn 


EXHIBIT, TWELVE 


A CjNS Special 
By TOM RENNER 
Newsday Service 

NEW YORK - On the Fourth of 
July. 1972, one federal informer, Ed- 
mund Lowell Graifcr, and his family 
were rushed from their $150,000 
home in Hillsdale, N. J., to a secret 
location by deputy U. S. marshals, 
minutes ahead of the arrival of two 
suspected mob assassins. 

The deputies’ quick action proba- 
hly saved the life of the 32-year-old 
slock swindler, who has become an 
important witness against some of 
Cosa Nostra’s most powerful crime 
figures. 

BUT TODAY, after two years of 
dealing with the federal bureaucra- 
cy, Graifer is one of a growing 
number of protected witnesses wbo 
now regret their decision to become 
informers. 

‘ When I was with the mob and they 
gave their word, you could goto sleep 
on what they said,” Graifcr told a 
reporter. He still has to testify before 
grand juries and at five trials involv- 
ing more than 40 mobsters. ‘‘With the 
government, I stay awake nights 
wondering what else they’ll do to 
me.” 

Graifer and other witnesses who 
contacted Newsday charge that they 
were victims of hroken government 
promises, slipshod security, and 
faulty documental ion by the Depart- 
ment of Justice and the federal Mar- 
shals Service A Newsday investiga 
tionhas found that some but not all of 
their claims are supported hy federal 
agents as well as present and former 
prosecutors. 

All warn that, unless there is a 
change in the way witnesses are 
handled, the government’s most im- 
portant weapon against organized 
crime — the witness protection pro- 
gram — will collapse, and with it the 
success the government achieves in 
jailing the mob’s hierarchy through 
informers. 

Officially, spokesmen for both 
agencies flatly deny the charges. 
They say that the marshals have 
never lost a witness through negli- 
gence and have provided new identi- 
ties and relocated more than 900 
wit nesses and 1,300 of their wives and 
children. 

Wayne B. Coburn, director ol the 
Marshals Service, said in a recent 
report that the growth of the pro- 
gram "is an indication of the wit- 
nesses’ faith that the marches will 
allow them to testify and live.” 

A federal source said, however, 
that there ip cost -cutting in the pro- 
gram. "It’s false economy . . . . 
there’s a pattern of cutting them 
loose,” this source said. 

Gr aif er , who now 1 i ves under a new 
name, refused to give his new iden- 
tity or location of residence because 
“there are mob contracts to kill me 
still hanging over my head.” 


(Mike) Scanki Scandif ia , who disap- 
peared in the late 1960s and was 
believed murdered by the mob. 

"When I was arrested, the FBI and 
the Newark Strike Force offered me 5 
a deal,” Graifer said. "If I coo- r 
pera ted and worked for them against 4 
the mob, they would do what they 1 
could to help me in cases I had 
pending. They also said that the 
government would give me a new 
identity and background, provide me 
and my family with subsistence until 
my trials were over, relocate me, 
and provide me with a chance to get a 
job or go into business for my- 
self.” 

Graifer said he agreed, and for 
three months worked under cover 
with a hidden microphone strapped 
to his body to record deals he made 
with mob figures. As a result of his 
testimony, the government won con- 
victions of Vincent Aloi, interim boss 
of the Colombo organization; Jon 
(Johnny Dio) Dioguardi, John Se- 
vino, Pasqualc Fusco and Ralph 
Lombardo, all Long Island mob fig- 
ures; and indictments against a 
score of other mobsters. 

"On June 20, 1 stopped working and 
stayed home in protective custody," t 
he said. “On July 4, the marshals i 
said I have to move in a hurry, the ( 
mob was coming to get me. We r 
moved out and 20 minutes later two r 
assassins drove by the house in a 
Mark IV Lincoln.” 

r 

GRAIFER said he was moved to s 
Virginia Beach, Va., where, with his t 
wife and two children, he lived in a 
federal deputy marshal’s townhouse. ;* 
Rent payments came from the $1,800 ^ 

monthly subsistence he was allot- S 
ted. § 

"My cover was blown there he- S 
cause someone told neighbors they & 
had a Mafia witness living in the 8 
house," Graifer said. "Then I had to ?: 
move elsewhere. All this time, I & 
waited for documentation, birth cer- 
tifjeates, driver’s licenses, baptis- g 
mal certificates. It took more than a >• 

. year to get all of them, and one of § 
them was a Xerox copy that looked Si 
phony to start with. None of the | 
documents are backed by back- *: 
ground." 

Graifersaidthatinl973,h«tnedto & 
go into business and asked the mar- 
shals to vouch for him with a m^uU- i* 
facturer. Nothing happened,!* said. « 
Then, in June 1974, he said that ha ' $ 
was notified by the marshal's chief of £ 
witness security, Cameron, jg 
that his subsistence payments would £ 
bp terminated and that themujrsMs 
would help him get a job. 

"I told tnem I didn’t want a job as a 8 
nonsalaried salesman,” ha said, £ 
"That’s vyhat they offered, t navt# 1 
sold a thing in my' titfe- { jjamno * 
college, t’ve got run- g 

ning a business, but they want me tp 
be a salesman, I told them I have a . £ 
physical disability, that I stand k 
or walk for long periods, and ail I § 
wanted them to do was badf & my § 
qualifications when 3 

husiness. 7 . ♦. 


“"3=1 
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Jerry Ray Visits Alton Bank * 
To Deny He Robbed It In 9 (ff 


By ROBERT J. WEHL1NG 
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff 

A brother of James Earl Ray 
popped into the Bank of Alton, 111., 
today and told startled bank offi- 
cers he had no part in robbing it 11 
years ago. 

Then Jeny Ray went to the Alton 
Police Department and repeated 
the denial for amused officers. 

Both visits apparently stemmed 
from the appearance of James Earl 
Ray before a congressional commit- 
tee in Washington. The committee 
is investigating the assassination of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King , 
for which James Earl Ray is serv- 
ing a prison sentence. 

In questioning. Rep. Floyd J. 
Fithian, D-Ind., strongly implied 
that James Earl Ray and brother 
Jerry could have robbed the Bank 
of Alton on July 13, 1967 and used 
the money to stalk King before the 
assassination IS months later. 

Standing before a local television 
camera and a newspaper reporter, 
Jerry, in a powder blue sport coat, 
told Bank of Alton Vice President 
Paul E. Utterback that he had no 
part in the robbery in which $27,230 
was taken. Ray said he was enroute 


to the police station to waive any . 
statute of limitations and k>*»be ; 
charged with the 1967 armed hdlBup > 
if police wanted. ^ 

At police headquarters, Jerry ; 
Ray told Police Chief Rudy "SW- 
ers, Assistant Chief John Light, Lt. 
Walter Conrad, and others, that he 
would take a lie detector test itt^ey 
desired. * 

Police declined the offer. *."* • 
“He was interviewed briqfl£hy 
Lt. Conrad and was told he i»not, 
and was not then, a suspect Jh' the 
holdup,” Sowders said. * , 

Two masked men rifled two cash 
drawers in the 1967 holdqp gj the 
bank at 1520 Washington Ayenue 
and escaped without harming •any- 
one. It was the first bank robbery ip 
Alton’s history, and remain^ un- 
solved. • ** 

“Conrad asked him if he wgptad 
to confess to the crime, and fceeajd 
he could not confess to somethin he 
did not do,” Sowders said. “Then 
we took his name and address and 
told him we’d call him if w e 
him.” VJ 

Conrad said Ray told him ne is 
now 43, unemployed, and livftig'With 
relatives in the MehlvlUe area of 
south St. Louis County. Theft he left, 
accompanied by cameraqwgv ,i„ 


EXHIBIT f THIRTEEN 
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C oki? 


Denies Ray Sold Drug w\ 
In Missouri Prison i * .*1 /**.*•' 


JEFFERSON QITY, Jan. 29 
(AP) — Charges in a yet-to-be 
published book that James 
Ear) Ray financed the killing 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Lather 
King Jr. by selling drugs 
while an inmate’ at the Mis- 1 
suuri Slate Prison are “totally 
unsubstantiated.” say? the 
state’s corrections chief. •• t 

George M. Camp said yes- 
terday that he had been 
trying to get lit touch with 
author George McMillan for 
details on hjs book. “I want 
him^to either put up or shut 
up.” Camp said. 

Time magazine, quoting ex- 
erpts from McMillan’s book, 
says Ray made the money by 
selling drugs inside the prison 
walls. Time says Ray paid 
guards to import contraband 
drugs from St. Louis and 
Kansas City. 

“I read his file back when I 
saw this article and E wanted 
to check to see Sf there war 


anything in his tye that would x 
indicate this type of person, 1 ’ Y" 
Camp said.' ‘‘I didn’t find 
anything in there in going ^ 
through it that would lead me 
to believe he- was a major - — 
"wheeler-dealer.” . [j\ 

Ray escaped In 1967 from 
the main prison in Jeffersoir%r N - 
City. The Rev. Dr. King was Q 
assassinated in Memphis in ^ 
1966. Ray was captured In _ y ( f 
London, convicted of the kill- ' ■! 
log and is serving a life ^ j 
sentence in the Tennessee - 
State Prison. 1 W J 

Camp said he had been C ^ 
unsuccessful so far in reach-._\ i 
ing McMillan. He said 
McMillan had got^in touch r[ 
with the Division of Correcs f~l 
tions about 20 times in the \A 
last year for information and r' 8 * ' 
had been furnished It. ^ 

Camp said McMillan’s pub- - \J 
Usher had not decided yett__^ 
whether “to print the book 
* because of legal questions. ’! *■ ! 


fnea., April 13, 1976 3^ 

j Offering I 

Ray Data | 
To FBI 

By WILLIAM C-. LHOTKA ^ 
Jefferson City Correspondent *£ 
of the Post*Dispatch «* 

JEFFERSON CITY. April 13 yZi 
George M. Camp, deputy director of 
State Department of Social SerVideSj* 
said yesterday that he would offej- tjCr 
j turn over Missouri prison records UHhSj^’ 
j Federal Bureau of Investigation, anj~; 
ask the FBI to determine whether tbei££, 
had been a conspiracy in the 1967 escapw* 
from the penitentiary of James Ba£E£ 
i Ray. 

* In addition, Camp said he would 

for an Attorney General’s opinion otto 
i whether those records pertaining t#® 1 
I Ray’s escape can be made public. B&p* 


Ray’s escape can be made public. 
was convicted of the 1968 assassinatieg£ 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. iw** 
Memphis, Tenn., and t is serving a 
sentence in the Tennessee State Prisa^*^ 
Camp’s statements were made 
meeting yesterday with representatives? 
of the Kansas City chapter of*ihe* 
Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
race. 

At its national convention, which 
begins in Atlanta today, the conference ; 
is expected to discuss the possibility^ air 
conspiracy in the Rev. Dr. King’s death.** 
The Rev. Emanuel Cleaver and file* 
Rev. Jesse Douglas of the gronp’|£ 
Kansas City chapter have pressed, fos*. 
reopening an investigation in Missoufj 
determine if Ray’s six years in the state . 
Penitentiary and Subsequent escape — 
purportedly in the back of a bread truck‘d 
— are linked to the King assassination- • - 
The chapter’s inquiry was prompted^ 
by a Time magazine article that excerpt*. . 
ed parts of a yet-tobe-pu Wished book 
George McMillan The book and the. 
magazine article alleged that Ray fir-^ 
nanced his pursuit of the Rev. Dr. King I 
by selling drugs while an inmate at the* * 
state prison. * 

“It is highly unlikely, highly improbag". 
ble that Ray participated in thosw - 
activities here,” said Camp of hi^ 
review of Ray’s files. 

The Rev. Mr. Cleaver noted that 
McMillan had alleged that several 
guards were involved in the drug traffic^ 
and that they were unlikely to writfe. 
unbiased reports. Moreover, he said thafcj, 
two persons who were inmates at the . 
same time as Ray were quoted by,,',- 
McMillan as disputing the contention/, 
that Ray was a loner and a model, 
prisoner. . 

One of those inmates is currently 
serving a life sentence in the GeorgiaV 
State Prison. The whereabouts of 
other is unknown. «... . 

Camp said that interviews he conduct^ , 
ed with inmates at the Missouri “Peniten- - 
tiary who served along with Ray, anii„ . 
with prison personnel produced nothing,, 
that would show evidence of a conspire- .. 
cy- 
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James E. Ray #65477 
B.M.P* 

Petros, TO. f 37845 


5 September 1978 

Home Secretary 
London, England* 

Dear Sirs 


This letter is a letter of enquiry concerning my Incarceration In two 
British prisons, and an overnight stay in the Cannon Street detaining 
station in June-July, 1968*. I was detained in the aforementioned as a 
suspect in the murder of Dr* Martin Luther King Jr* 

As your office may know, a Select Committee of the United States House 
of Representatives is investigating the aforementioned murder and in the 
course of said investigation has recently obtained a statement, implicating 
me in said murder, from a former member of Scotland Yard a, Mr* Anthony 
Alexander Eist (Mr* Slat”)* Perhaps your office is conversant with **r* 

Eist *s statement) if not I would respectfully suggest one of your aid's 
read it in order that your office might reply to the enquires listed as 
follows s 


1* Mas Hr* Eist locked in the detaining cell with me 
over-night in the Cannon Street Station 7 

2* What are the names of the two Police officers 
who ware locked over-night with me in the Cannon Street Station? 

3* Did either of the Officers quoate me, to British 
authorities, as making an oral statement pertaining to the King murder 
shortly afte r my detainment in Cannon Street 7 

4* Was Mr* Eist present, and if so the number of times, 
when ever I was trans fared from prison to a court proceeding in ole Bailey 7 

5* Approximately how many officers were present when I 
was periodically transported to ole Bailey for a court hearing 7 

6* Under what transfer guidelines, would it have been 

possible for me to make an extended oral statement to Mr. Eist without 

other Officers hearing it 7 
EXHIBIT, SIXTEEN 

P 1. 
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7* What were the guidelines concerning the mimber^of Officers 
required to be In my invnedlate presents during the aforementioned transfers ? 

Q. During the period 1 was Incarcerated in said British 
prisons, was there a prison policy that stipulated that no prisoner could be 
interrogated by Scotland Yard Officers , Policemen, act*, without the 
consent of the prisoner ? 

9* Does said prison records reflect that only one British 
police officer, Supt. Thomas Butler, requested permission to aee me and, 
that I refused ? 


10* Does said prison records reflect that 1 was ever 
interrogated or Interviewed by any British policeman, government 
official, act*, while 1 was Incarcerated In said prisons ? 

11* Does your office pose a e any "oral statement*’ reduced to 
writing in the aforementioned murder by me T 


1 would not impose on your office In this matter except that it is a 
serious matter, not only to ms & the Select Ccnmlttee but a matter of 
public interest, not to mention the Integrity of the British Police System. 


Respectfully! 


cct Select Committee on Assassinations 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515* 

eci Mr. Marie Lane, 

715 Ocean Front Walk, #i* 

Venice, California.. .90291. 
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Home Secretary 
House of Commons 
London, England* 


16 November 1978 James E* Ray #65477 

B.H.P. 

Petros t TN. 37845* 


Dear Sir: 


This correspondence concerns a letter I posted to your office on 
5th September 1978 requesting information about prisons /jails records 
in your office’s possession regarding the English security forces who 
guarded me in London, England* This was during the period in 1968 
when I was in British custody awaiting extradition to the United States 
in the Dr* Martin Luther King Jr* homicide* 

As your office well know's, a Select Committee of the United States House 
of Representatives is investigating said homicide and, the aforementioned 
requested information is vital in establoshing whether an ex-British policeman, 
Alexander A* Eist, committed perjury when he recently testified before said 
Select Committee that I in effect over an extended period gave him a confession 
in the murder of Martin Luther King Jrj however, your office, and Scotland Yard 
through a similar letter of enquiry I posted to the Yard, has evidently decided 
not to answer my enquires* 

I know for a fact that if your office responded in detail to said enquires 
it would establish not only that ^r* Eist has deliberately lied under oath 
to the House Select Committee but that the Select Committee is very likely 
guilty of subornation to perjury by having direct knowledge from both your 
office's records, and simular records in the United States Department of 
Justice files — the latter of which I have also requested under an F.0*I. suit. 

Furthermore, the official English court Reporters, Messers Barry Baines A 
Co*, of the Crown Court, have refused my request for a copy of Mr* Alexander 
A. Eist's trial for "CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT CORRUPTION A CONSPIRACY TO PERVERT 

THE COURSE OF JUSTICE". 

In respect's to the aforementioned trial of Mr. Eist, the Dominant press 
)self characterized Free p ress), in the United States with few exceptions 
has covered-up M r . gist's criminal trials, while priniing the lie that 
rt r* Eist guarded ms "continuously" while I was in British custody. The 
English government is well aware that the only time I came in contact with 
Scotland Yard officers was when they transported me weakly to the Bow Street 
court for hearings* At all other times I was guarded by prison guards * 

From viewing M r . gist pictures in the newspapers A seeing his TV performance 
for the Select Committee, I vaguely recall him as being one of 7 or 8 British 
police officers who rode in the back of a van witji me weekly to the Bow Street 
court, and that he was refered to by fellow officers as "pop-eyes", the 
name being an apparent sobriquet* 

Finally, it has been suggested that the D.P.P.'s office did not p rode cute 
Mr* Eist in his aforementioned criminal trial very vigorously in exchange 
for his perjurious statements against me before the Select ccmmittee* 

In summary, if England wishes to pay off it's foreign handouts received 
from United States politicans, e.g., Select Committee members, I would 
prefer it find other methods rather than exporting Jewel t hives (Eist), 
to the United States for false testimony against me. 

I would also by this letter call upon the United States Department of 
Justice to release all information the Department has in respect to their 
recommendations to the British government on my security while I was in 
British custody ana, the British government reply. 

I would also request by this letter that the Select Committee subpoena 
M r. Evan Williams, a British investigator, with address listed below, for 
testimony about the Eist testimony. 

Sincerely: 

cc: Hon. Margaret Thatcher, Minority 
. Leader, House of Commons, 
cc: Select Committee 

EXHIBIT, cc • Justice Department, United States. 

SEVENTEEN cc: Mark Lane, ESQ. 

cctLpndon telegraph, 
cc* “emphis Commercial appeal, 
cc: Evan Williams, Inter* Civ. A cr. Enquires 

"Teulu-Anne dd " PRE3TATYN,Clwyd. North Wales, G.B. 
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our Reft-M/HAS. 
Your Refi-After Tr icl /TAB* 
lath Ootoker 19 W. 


The Court Adnintetratert 

•THE CROMf CDUKT'i 

fttddleeex Guildhall Veatmtneterf 

SVJP. 3 MB. 


Dear Sir t 

In reply to your oowuntoat (oit refmAfter Triml/TAM dated the 
J7th inet*I w teh to advtmm you thot the writ or will oufco«qtt«Rtly mduiae hte Cltent A 
hie American Attorney e~at~Lax to Subpoena you for the product ten of tilt portinent 
0o ouuonto /£•£•* 0*J926mMo m 46J/L*I} Rule 2)fForm I A ouWofUont Urn on^o nto r «o it duly 
preuente the Senate Cbwnittoo from having full Aoceem to tho flourooo of Inforwmtion 
which will e up port mg Al legettone that Former Detdative Chief Inapeeter Alexander 
Etet woo trio* in your Court with Co rut p ire ay to Cbitonit Corruption A Conepiraoy to 
Pervert the Cburoo of Juetioe in the Spring of thte fe arm 



EXHIBIT, EIGHTEEN 
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EVAN VILLlANSi'OlIHIMOlOQISr't 


Our Refi-BV/RAS. 
four Ref 1 -/ 50 J. 

Meaara m Barry Balnea t Co; jg^ o oteker J$78. 

*0//tctal Court Reporter a to tAo Crown Court*/ 

40a»£t*77iomaa Street/ 

^rrtow//. 

0 »r««tt 

DT4.3SH. 


Dear Strf 

Ret-* MIDDLESEX CROWE COURT CASEjSPRU/Q J97*iI*9QL YINQ FORMER 
DETECTIVE CHIEF INSPECTOR ALEXANDER EIST TRIED fW CQMSPIRACI 
TO (DM: JIT CORRUPTION 4 CONSPIRACY VO PSRftRT TM (PURSE QT 
JUSTtCE •* 

Thank you for your oonmuntoatton date 4 the I&th inat*tha 
content* of uhtch are duly noted • 

I Utah to advtee you that tha urtter *((l *uA**<yu*nt ly adutaa 
hta Cltent 4 At* American Attorney-at-Lau to Subpoena you for tha production of tAo 
pertinent So oimont* #£•£•* 0*l926*Ro*46l/L»I3 Rule 2) ream I 4 oufcooquont /w mi 4 » «nti/ 
oo tt prevent a the Senate Committee from, having Tull Aacoo* to All Source* •/ Informat- 
ion that wtll aupport our Allegattona concerning the look of Oradtbtlt^f 4 Reliability 
of Etat in tAo American Court** 



EXHIBIT, NINETEEN 
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&yict/*tJ A M* 
ffidf** ^Utf, ( £tttti/ 

ant/^sutte yJKoi/pa/ 


, ' D.jpjdn.. ^' _ T*’" TOft Aorfjttjp# ; ^ tub 

VAT Reg. No. 291 9042 24 I • . '■.^p&. ^ 

H 50 t '""*• ■ v« ■ & "'t'lfl 


:-•■ . ^ p wwwwyP^^ - 

7 *“° 

^i%i4##^y'. 


B, Baines 
D. P. Baines 


VAT Reg. No. 291 9842 24 


•Your ref: EW/HAS 1 


‘i 6 tn; 0 otQ^ f 1978 



/ . - ; * •••« A : ■ 

Evan Willi aras * Crimino logist 1 ■ *; v * ;& 

* Messrs . International Criminal & Civil Enquiries ! ,•/> : 
"Teulu-Annedd”, , - 

Bryneithin Avenue, ;.i 

Prestatyn, < , »; 

Clwyd. r • ; ' •_ 


Bear Sir, r ' ’; : "V t 

Thanlc you for your letter of. the 12th Oo^ohe^finquiring , 
about a transcript in the case of Eist ' and others, iV.jj.y'u' /*• 

The rule regarding the prpviBion. of^tr^psp^t^^ijy^VH ^ ! i&P, 
criminal cases is that they shall only be ^rdyided ^"tliose ► 

parties having a legal interest in the proceedings# «. ^JChat , ^ 

effectively, means the accused persons theme elves y,tp.eijr .'A', 
legal advisors, the police or an insurance company hiving 
an interest. As you do not appear to fall into o^ o^ these 
categories, we regret that on this occaBiop. yoijr application _ |..,y 

for a transcript must he refused*. A' . .• * > ijf'i 
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EXHIBIT, TWENTY-ONE 


House Panel Dissects Ray's Tale, Bit by Bit 
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Court Document Roy Signed 
Backs Up Evidence Of Guilt 


ment is a further attempt by the 
committee to establish that Ray was in 
the dty longer than he has contended 
Whether Ray was in Atlanta is crucial 
because the committee is trying to 
establish that he followed King there 
after apparently deciding in March to 
toll the black civil rights leader. 

Committee evidence Thursday showed 
that Ray was in at least four cities in 
March and April that were also visited 

See RAY. TO* * 


House committee to show that Ray 
stalked King and finally killed him in 
Memphis, Term., on April 4. 1968 

Ray has contended that he left Atlanta 
in late March on a slow, fiveday drive to 
Memphis The document, however, con- 
tradicts that account and says that he 
put clothing in an Atlanta cleaners on 
April 1, and thus was still in the city. 

Another part of the statement also had 
Ray paying a week's rent in an Atlanta 
rooming house on March 31 That ele- 


By GERALD M. BOYD 
A Washington Correspondent 
Of the Post-Dispatch 

WASHINGTON — James Earl Ray 
signed a court document before his 
March 1969 guilty plea that corroborates 
evidence that he killed the Rev. Dr 
Martin Luther King. It was made public 
today by the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

The document was made part of the 
record at a public hearing as Ray began 
his third day of testimony before the 
committee. Kay verified that he had 
signed the paper, but was not allowed to 
comment on Its validity 
It consisted of 56 points and was read 
by Rep Harold S Sawyer, R-Mich. 
Essentially, it traced Ray's whereabouts 
after he escaped from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary in Jefferson City in April 
1967 to the time he was arrested in the 
murder of King nearly 15 months later 
The document had been required under 
Tennessee court procedures in cases 
where the defendant pleads guilty Its 
most damaging aspects were points in 
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ItWOEJOUmUSTS I 
|| SAID UNKED TO C.IA 

; | Rolling Stone Magazine Says They 
! i Shared Facts With Agency 
jj* ^ Ov er Last Year s 

, By JOHN M. CHEWDSON 

rT Rolling Stone magazine win report la 
| h the issue hctw going to press that some' 

» L American jouma lists, fc-ditding cojts- 

! L' spondents for The New Yortt Tim**, CBS 
! |lC. News end a dozen other organizations, 

; '■” secretly shared information with and 

• I In some cases provided operational 

• : assistance to the Central Intel II gene* 

! > Agency over the last 25 yean. 

• The article, by Carl Bernstein, the for- 
’ * mer reporter of The Washington Post, 
i *j‘ names only a few of the journalists ai- 
i leged by unidentified C.I.A. officials to 
) A. have maintained such relationships. 

; 2 T Among them are C. L. Sulzberger, forrign 

< •»,' affairs columnist for The Times, and Jo- 
! TI seph Atsop and his brother, the late Stew- 
I art Atsop, the columnists. 

• .1 . Mr. Bernstein also wrote that between 

< 1950 and 1966, The Times, according to 
l unnamed officials of the intelligence 

’’ agency, allowed “about 10 C.LA. employ - 
; j ees” to pose as clerks or part-time corre- 

• : spondents in some of its offices abroad. 

! ; None of those employees were identiflad. 

J < Those “cover'’ arrangements, the article 

• : ; said, were “part of a general Times poh- 
•— k- cy'* set in the early 1950's by Arthur 
j Hays Sulzberger, then the newspaper's 
5 Q : publisher, “to provide asnstaqce to the 

< intelligence agency whenever possible,” 

Mr. Sulzberger died in 196*. 

J _ Some of the Organizations 

} I Among the news-gathering organixa- 
Ifr tion * dted “ having engaged in. similar 
; 4 arrangements with the agency were The 

• * Washington Post. The Louisville Courier- 
S V. Journal, the Copley News Service, ABC, 

J j - NBC, The Associated Press, United Press 
j J International, Reuters, the Meant chain 
!''u' of newspapers, T ime Inc. and Newsweek 
. j magazine. 

J r Senior news executives who, according 
to Mr. Bernstein, approved of the use or 
J l their organizations as operating covers 
i * for intelligence agency officers abroad 
; i included William Paley, chairman of the 

• board of CBS Jnc., and the late Henry R. 

• - Luce, the founder of Time and Life 
. - magazines. 


SXHIBn # -«8HTT^SBWW 

) By MALCOLM ABRAMS] 

Oswald's alleged involvement with the CIA 
and the FBI. Minutes of that meeting were 
not declassified until 1974. 

Yet nine years earlier Gerald Ford pub- 
Ushedhis book “Portrait of die Assassin.” In 
it he quoted from the minutes of that meeting. 

Eventually the Warren Commission con- 
cluded that Lee Harvey Oswald had never 
worked for the FBI or the CIA. But did the 
commission come to that conclusion inde- 
pendently or under pressure from Ford and 

Another curious “leak” of classified War- 


ren Commission information occurred in 
1964. On July 10 of that year. Life magazine 
published a cover story about Lee Harvey 
Oswald and his secret diary. 

H ow rfW ’.«<? got th* story? Mo on* 
knows. But In • duly 24, 1884, 
memo from J. Edgar Hoover to th* War- 
ren Commission inquiry, It’s stated that In 
the latter part of June “Mr. James Thomp- 
son, editor (of Ufa magazine) accompan- 
ied by another Ufa representative, visit- 
ed Washington, O.C. 

“During their visit, contact was made with 
Representative Gerald R. Ford and they had 
dinner with him.” 

Hoover further mentions that several 


weeks earlier Ford had made a “social visit” 
to Life magazine in New York City. 

The FBI director concluded that these 
were innocent meetings and that “at no time 
did Representative Ford... furnish any in- 
formation regarding the Oswsfld diary.” 

Ultimately, the Warren Commission came 
to believe whatever J. Edgar Hoover told it 
about the leakage of confidential information 
and the purity of the FBI. 

But all the while there was a spy in their 
midst. 

The spy, we now know, was Gerald R. 
Ford, a man destined, through unimaginable 
circumstances, to someday become Presi- 
dent of the United States. 


Itraclrs thanks to tip-offs from Gerry Ford' 
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Blakey Calls Shots 
fn Bid to Control 
King Hearing Data 

By RON SAHJM 

Iftt tturiwu. Slv 

> WASHINGTON - G Robert BUkry, chief counsel of Uk 
H oou ausunatuau committee, may well go down In histm u 
lie Tchaikovsky of congressional heatnas. 

r Never baa a set of bear- — 

Jngs been so carefully erches- 
Jrated at the ones to be held 
next week on Uie assassination 
bf Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
la Memphis on April 4. 1M. 

• The hearings mark the 
first time the oommiUee, 
which has been working 
mostly in secret for Ike part 
15 months, will by before the 
public any new dudassra or 
cmfinnatioo of old ones about 
the slaying of the Nobel Peace 
Pme-winning civil rights 
leader. 

The star witness Wednes- 
day will be James Earl Ray, 
currcmly serving a 99-year 
jenteect in Tennessee for 

}MiS EAB ^‘ «*V 
sor, ha* Ukcn steps to strictly control bow Uw comimtiea* 
information a but before the public. Among hit plan are a 
^umber^|0f steps highly unusual for a congressional hmk y 

• The committee bat agreed that none of ib members will 
commeot before or after he4rwg sessions on evidence presented 
at Uw hearings. Congressmen traditionally have thrived at that 
ertra comment or observation that captures iV spotlight far 

• The hearings wilt be "narrated” by staff members who 
will bring listeners right up to the point where the key teati- 
mony ol witnesses on the stand b most relevant 

• Witnesses will not be permitted the usual opening state- 
ment*, but instead will be allowed only to respond to carefully 
selected questions by Blakey 1 * staff and congressmen, who have 
become experts in varying aspects of Uw investigator) 

Ray is an exception here. His testimony Wednesday is a 
question mark because Mark Law, oow hu lawyer, has indi- 
cated the appearance may be uni to attack tbs rrewmittae 
rather than provide it with testimony about Ray’s activities In 
Memphis. 

• The committee will set up an 'Information control 
point ” which is supposed In handle “all public Wcmattao 
generated'' by the committee. 

Blakey, who has been known to dbcw the "psychological’’ 
impact and ‘ dynamics'’ of bearings, will not publicly dbco» the 
substance or form of these session, which are to be spread over 
Uw next several months in phases dealing with tha uaaaate* 
Horn of King and President John F. Kennedy 

b the first phase of the beerinp, more Is at stake than 
what is handed oat for public consumption The committee hu 
already spent 14 million on Ms probe and warns $790,000 mart 
to complete investigating Uw aswsvi nation? 

But the House AdnuMfratioo ComfuLlee bw pednomd 
action oo the request for more moqey There are dmbte skat 
whether the probe it worthwhile sad on methods used by Uw 
assassinations committee. A 

Wakey hopes te show bow worthwhile the hcailapnn by 
providing trial tike diasenunatioo of evidence in Uw ouNNTh* 

this week, Ohm Patterson, cbo irimflflurt Vp^f 

Pattempu allegedly spied on RiyN brother, a 
that added t* resentment In the Mfomstraliao cttfumPt* abaft 
Uw panel's wwt 

Biakey laid ThnrwUy psUarson "has never two an wh- 
ptoyw of the committee* aiUwegfa he hod gtvep * 'tfatoywnt 
under oath tq*» panel 

IV coptimlltee is looking Imp the allegations, Blakey said, 
adding: “Oi Uw elremUl of a .preliminary ImnwUwUco, the 
committee eaugortea& deni* each and every *ife»Uao of 


"R Mates with assurance that no federal, state of local law 
or any ufc Qt the House or of the committee h*f bean violated 

htwwwsjHjwf ***** 
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Some Coincidences 
Worth Further Look 


By WILLIAM SAFIRE 

TW S'e» V«rt Hun Sfwi Strvitc 

WASHINGTON - Sens. Frank Church 
and Gary Hart, acting like a couple of 
frightened men, have been forcing intelli- 
gence committee staff members to sign 
affidavits swearing the staffers were not the 
source of leaks of the committee’s most 
closely guarded secret. 

The secret washintcd at on page 129 of the 
committee report on CIA assassination at- 
tempts. While straining to show that Presi- 
dent Kennedy did not know that the CIA had 
hired Mafia chiefs John Roselli and Sam 
Giancana to arrange the assassination of 
Fidel Castro, the committee report reluc- 
tantly and guardedly revealed a Kennedy- 
Mafia connection its investigators could not 
avoid. 

“Evidence before the committee." the 
report reads, "indicates that a close friend 
of President Kennedy had frequent contact 
with the President from the end of I960 
through mid-1962. FBI reports and testimo- 
ny Indicate the President’s friend was also a 
close friend of John Roselli and Sam Gian- 
cana and saw them often during this same 
period.” 

The report footnotes that “White House 
telephone logs show 70 instances of phone 
contact between the White House and the 
President’s friend whose testimony con- 
firms frequent phone contact with the Pres- 
ident himself," and cautions “both the 
President’s friend and Roselli testified that 
the friend did not know about either the 
assassination operation or the wire tap 
case. Giancana was killed before he was 
available for questioning." 

There the Church committee hoped the 
matter would rest. But the reason for the 
plumbers’ operation by Sens. Church and 
Hart last week — complete with threats of 
perjury and warnings of lie detector tests — 
was the investigative reporting of Dan 
Thomasson and Tim Wyngaard of the 
Scripps-Howard Washington Bureau. 

According to their sources, which they 
say include FBI documents, “the Presi- 
dent’s friend" was a beautiful girl who 
divided her time between the Chicago un- 
derworld leadership and the President of , 
the United States- The President’s secre t 
tary, Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln, is reported to 
have testified that the purpose of the almost 
twice-weekly calls over a year’s time was to 
set up meetings between the President and 
his friend. 

The private life of any public figure is 
nobody’s business but his own, and sala- 
cious gossip of White House kennel-keepers 
and self-described intimates can be dis- 
missed as offensive. But when the nation’s 
chief executive receives even a few calls 
from the home telephone pf the leader of the 


Mafia in Chicago, that crosses the line into 
the public’s business. 

That is particularly the case when — out 
of all the Mafia leaders around — the one 
whose girl friend the President shared turns 
out to be the one whom the CIA selects to 
handle the arrangements for the assassina- 
tion of Fidel Castro, and the one who is 
murdered just before testifying. 

FBI documents show that J. Edgar 
Hoover, whose agents were watching 
“Momo" Giancana and John Roselli as part 
of Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy’s war on 
organized crime, discovered the link be- 
tween the President and the Mafia leaders. 
On Feb. 27, 1962, Hoover alerted Robert 
Kennedy and aide Kenneth O’Doonell to the 
associations of the President’s friend, and 
on March 22, the FBI director took another 
memo on this subject to a luncheon meeting 
with President Kennedy. After that, the 
relationship was abruptly broken off. That 
must have been some lunch. 

But substantive questions remain: (1) 
‘Since gangland figures are concerned about 
the liaisons of their girl friends, did the 
Mafia figures encourage the girl’s White 
House relationship, and, if so, to what end? 
(2) Did director Hoover’s obvious concern 
with Giancana’s White House connection 
suddenly cut off just short of knowledge of 
the Giancana-CIA plot to get Castro? (3) 
Why did Hoover check in with the CIA and 
get a Las Vegas sheriff to stop prosecuting 
Gianca na on a wiretap charge right after his 
luncheon showdown with Kennedy? 

Too many coincidences here. When Mafia 
leaders and a President share the same 
girl’s attentions; when those mafioso 
are chosen to make the hit on a foreign 
leader by our CIA; when the delivery of 
poison pellets is made to one of them on the 
weekend the President is with the girl in 
Florida; when the FBI is listening in on the 
whole thing, and cautioning the President — 
and when the President wlndB up murdered 
by a supporter of the target of the assassi- 
nation. the matter is worth a further 
look. 

The Church committee has attempted a 
cover-up from the government’s end; the 
Mafia, by silencing Giancana forever, has 
clamped down the lid from its end. 

Thanks to the Thomasson-Wyngaard re- 
^ porting, however, the story of the Presi- \ 
dent’s friend gives us — for^ie first time — 
a rational dug to why the Kennedy men 
were so re?d y to acquiesce in J. Edgar 
Hoover’s wiretapping, bugging, and 
harassment of Dr. Martin Luther King. w* 

The clue: after that luncheon meeting in 
March, 1962, when the FBI director laid out 
the evidence of the Mafia connections of the 
President’s friend the Kennedy administra- 
tion was prepared to do anything and 
everything J. Edgar Hoover wanted. 
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^DecatunA,Ppea rqn ^ 1973. 

W allace-Kenneay 

Day 'Instant' idea 


By BILL PHESTONJ R; 


DECATUR, Ala.-Mtracting p«“ b Gov. G*erge 

» »■* - * 

Wallace and Sen. Eawaru * „ 

star— ^ - — — 

new9: , ^rPRldent of the Decalur Jay- 

turner bad men D«»w. 

cecs and /as in « h » 6 on P independence Day. 




Turner said hl» 


*rt “* 1 eet 

Te;' , K^^S“^,- V ««- *5*. by KU 

jatss ssss?** «* — *■* ““ 

(Turn to Page 12, Column 1) 



Qov. Geo rgf Wallace 
Patriotism sward 


same mbrc, wnat could 
be better to demonstrate the 
spirit of America? 


mjwever, and" will be attended 
by local dignitaries and the 
press. 

Neither Kennedy nor 
Wallace is expected to ipend 
the night here. 


“WE DECIDED to give 
Wallace the patriotism award 

Mnrnhv f ?h- ^ ^i® Aud 'rf X WHILE LOCAL observers 

S whn di^ in / nlfnf ^eve that northern Ala- 
actor who died in a plane bamans _ ranging in number 


crash before he could accept 
the award) because of the 
courage Wallace showed liter 
being shot while running for 
president,” Turner said. 

“That’s really another good 
leason for having Kennedy t< 
give the address,” he said, 
noting that “Wallace was sho^ 
trying to be president,” that 
John F. Kennedy was fatally 
shot while serving as presi- 
dent, and that Sen. Robert 
Kennedy was shot and mortal- 
ly wounded while seeking the 
presidency. 

Aside from their appearance 
together today, Kennedy and 
Wallace are scheduled to have 
no formal meeting during the 
day. The governor is expected 
to arrive here about 2 p.m , 
but Kennedy, flying in from 


i 

A 



- Sen, Edward Kennedy 
* Criticism itom suthsr 


from estimates of' 30,000 to 
50,000 — are “interested” in 
seeing Kennedy and hearing 
what he has to say, the 
senator’s appearance with 
Wallace has brought a barrage 
of protests from author 
William Bradford H uie, a 
longtime Wallace foe who 
lives in nearby Hartselle. Ala. 

In an open letter to Kennedy 
10 days ago, Huie told the 
senator that his appearance 
here would tell “Wallacites” 
and “klansmen” that they 
“have been right all along” 
in trying to preserve racial 
segregation through what Huie 
termed violence, terrorism 
and repression. 

In* the letter, and in a 
"memo” being circulated to 
visiting newsmen, Huie also 
contended that Kennedy’s visit 
will “help” Wallace if JVallace 
runs for re-election ts gover- 
nor next year, - . 

Kennedy HAS made no 
response to Huie’s charges hut 
earlier ?Sid about the meeting 
with Wallace: 

important to try and, 
-sort- of - brusg, this* -country 
together. There are too many 
people, and too many voices 
in this country that are trying 
to divide the nation, trying 
to separate this country.” ' 

Regardless of Huie’s soipid 
and fury, today’s appearance 
between the two possible 
D *m ocratic presidential 
contenders .is expected to go 
off without a biteb. Even 
Democratic National Chair- 
man Robert Strauss, active in 
trying to resolidify the former 
Democratic "solid South,” 


will be he/e to give his 
blessing. 

ASIDE FROM the two key 
political figures, the “Spirit of 
America Festival” has more 
than enough events planned 
to exhaust anyone’s In- 
dependence Day enthusiasm. 

The program begins at 9 
a m. today and continues until 
11 p.m. Included among the 
events jammed into those 14 
hours will he tennis and golf 
tournaments, a beauty 
pageant with Archie Campbell 
as emcee, parachute jumps, 
judo and karate demon- 
strations, a greased pole 
climbing contest, arm 
wrestling, a few former 
prisoners of war and almost 
every kind of music — from 
a hard rock concert to a 
presentation by the First 
Baptist Church choir. 
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STATEMENT OF TTU.N3FEH OR CHANGE 07 NAME 1 
l lost registered under the name-of 

(?/ ,r f r ^TT 

£41 Ah; j laud 

| ORIGINAL 

I last register ed^t £nd r^noved from 
No. : ....X^Streat 



LOSANGEUSOIY 

I hereby authorize the cancellation of said registration, i 

f 


Mi- 


APFID.1VIT OP REGISTRATION. 


J 


STATE OP CALIFORNIA, 

COUNTY OF U03 ANGELES. 

Tho undersigned affiant, being duly sworn, says: I will be at least 21 yean of age at the time of the 
next succeeding election, a citizen of the United States 00 days prior thereto, and a resident of the State 
one year, of the County 90 days, and of the Precinct 54 days next preceding such flection, and will bfc r. 
an elector of this County at the next succeeding election. 

1. I am T>ofnow registered as a voter in this State. 

MbH tU£U. Btrt wit Vote "t«“ ) 

2. My full name Is Mrs. 




USAS* fRlST— £► - -y- . - 

3, My residence is A 

~ uu— mtmuwiuiiMutw twAtwcif 

between — and Street*. L 


My mailing address Is v; 
My occupation Is .. 


jSLfcMi 

HU U I. WTU. 




(Bum or Count/, I 
(Biuilit Mi dtlM >w and uu aamrauwtloa Ka. U 

I acquired citizenship by ) £ ruiht/'i oituriJIiailou. 

(CoA rUM Ci^hixt c* .mulling I MoWitfi uaiunlltutoa. 

cUUmifcl/.i » r. CUUtotilp •#" “ — 

A t* .rrlj a rltlttaniioi ta8/ftnnVrt3, ITO. 
a J. .UK *4%1 a u, ■>/ fcuataM p/tw u Be: itaU* n. 
t. atauustaa * — 


9l I Intend to affiliate at the ens^-j 
Ing primary ejection with the 

-o 


(where) - 


My gf.’S.f L name 1* (was) „ 


I can read the Constitution in the English language; I car 

vote by reason of having been on October 10, 1911. an elector. 

I can mark my ballot by reason of 

10. I rm not disqualified to vote by reason of a felony conviction. 


l«anot<— , 



UcWiifabmr 

IhdiL 3 jL«^L A 


V o J_ i 

Subscribed and sworn to^ 


A* Jz&tL 
» 

fore me this 


write ay name; I am entitled to 


CANCELLED M 

Wt UMCN of NOt HU«4IO «>m> *? 

IMS MHiUM. ettCr.OM 1953 

DH A til ■uennn'ervumic 


//day of 


RAV E. LEE, Registrar-Recorder 

iLjjr/. BjO r i?.a?.jdi»C-sr i . 


,19-i^ 


Date of blrU^^L-J?, 
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Special Report 


by Jerry Policoff and William Scott Malone 

A GREAT SHOW, 

A LOUS T 
INVESTIGATION 


T he selling was hi miliar: an or- 
nate, high-ceilingcd congres- 
sional hearing room, bright with 
the glare of television lights and 
packed to the brim with spectators and 
reporters straining for every word. On 
the dais, the committee members ap- 
peared solemn and deliberate, as well 
they might, for before them history 
was literally in the making. It could 
have been Watergate, Koreagate, the 
Kefauver hearings or any of the inves- 
tigative extravaganzas that periodically 
bestir Congress from its somnambu- 
lance. But this hearing, into the assas- 
sinations of John F. Kennedy and 
Marlin Luther King Jr., was different, 
both in tactics and outcome — an out- 
come that, unknown to the assemhled 
spectators and reporters, had already 
been determined months in advance. 

So it was last month as the House Se- 
lect Committee on Assassinations 
opened the final, public phase of its 
two-year investigation of the Kennedy 
and King murders. The first major 
witness was James Earl Ray, King's 
convicted (and, at one point, con- 
fessed) killer. He behaved in fitting 
fashion, proclaiming his innocence 
and attacking the committee itself. 
The reporters scribbled furiously. It 
was great theater. 

No doubt the theatrics will continue 
(provided Congress appropriates the 
$790,000 in additional funding the 
committee says it needs to stay in busi- 
ness past Labor Day) for the rest of the 
hearings’ scheduled eight-week run. A 
number of the upcoming performers 
are sure-fire box-office: Marina Os- 
wald, widow of the accused presiden- 
tial assassin; Richard Helms, late of the 
CIA and conspiracies of his own; and, 
as a special, added attraction, a former 
President of the United Slates, Gerald 
R. Ford. Lending additional appeal 
will be revelations about organized 
crime, spies, sex, ail manner of plot- 
ting and shadowy men, and Cuba. 
(Castro himself chatted with a commit- 
tee delegation — three congressmen 
plus staff members — and provided 
documents that committee sources call 
“highly interesting.” In a move that 


may show his feelings about the com- 
mittee, Castro also revealed much of 
the material to the press, claiming the 
documents prove that the CIA at- 
tempted to frame him for Kennedy’s 
murder.) 

In the end, with all due gravity, the 
committee will issue its final report — 
which , in the best traditions of Alter in 
Wonderland, is heing written even now, 
weeks before the investigation ends. 

It has always been an odd quest, the 
search for the murderers of John F. 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King, un- 
dertaken largely hy odd men, often for 
odd reasons. And there is no question 
that the history of the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations has been 
odd indeed. Approved, ’reluctantly, by 
the House, only after considerable 
pressure from the Congressional 
Black Caucus, the committee was 
chaired early on by Texas Congress- 
man Henry Gonzalez, whose investiga- 
tive expertise sprang from the hap- 
penstance of riding in a presidential 
motorcade through Dallas on Novem- 
ber 22, 1963. As chief counsel, the 
committee hired Richard A. Sprague, 
who prosecuted the killers of Unit- 
ed Mine Workers insurgent Jock Ya- 
blonski. But Sprague's tenure was 
brief. Within a few months, Gonzalez 
was accusing Sprague of being a liar 
and a “rattlesnake,” while Sprague was 
calling his chairman “a sorry example 
of a person.” Both finally ended up 
quitting, and the committee survived 
a House move to kill it by a bare 49- 
vote margin. 

Since then, the committee, with new 
chairman Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), a 
leading member of the Black Caucus, 
and new chief counsel G. Robert 
Blakey, has been quietly toiling away, 
safe from the light of publicity. More 
than 3,000 interviews have been con- 
ducted with witnesses; autopsy results 
have been studied; ballistics tests have 
been conducted; files have been pored 
over; and, by the committee’s reckon- 
ing , answers have been found. 

What, precisely, those answers are 
will remain secret until their release 
this December. But New Timet has 


learned that the committee is leaning 
toward the following conclusions: 

• That Lee Harvey Oswald acted 
alone in shooting Kennedy. 

• That Martin Luther King was the 
victim, essentially, of a “family plot,” 
involving James Earl Ray and his 
brothers Jerry (see “A Man He Calls 
Raoul,” NT, 4/1/77) and John Larry, 
both convicted felons, and his sister, 
Carol Pepper. Committee sources say 
the report will state that James Earl 
Ray did, in fact, fire the fatal shot at 
King, and that his family helped him 
escape. The committee has not yet de- 
cided whether this questionable sce- 
nario wilt be broadened to include the 
possible participation of a number of 
white racists and businessmen, who 
have been previously connected to the 
Ray family. 

• That contrary to the Warren 
Commission’s findings. Jack Ruby, Lee 
Harvey Oswald’s killer, had extensive 
ties to organized crime and was heavily 
involved in gunrunning to Fidel Cas- 
tro’s revolutionaries, (see “The Secret 
Life of Jack Ruby," NT, 1/23/78.) 

In the best traditions of 
Alice in Wonderland , 
the House Assassinations 
Committee is writing 
its report now, before 
the probe is over 

• That Lee Harvey Oswald’s possi- 
ble connections to intelligence organi- 
zations, foreign or domestic, remain 
unclear. 

• That both the CIA and the FBI 
concealed — and that the FBI also de- 
stroyed — evidence the Warren Com- 
mission vitally needed, but did so out 
of bureaucratic embarrassment. In 
short, the work of both agencies was 
slipshod, not sinister 

In addition, the comrtfiltce also con- 
ducted a number of tests on crucial 
pieces of the physical evidence in the 
Kennedy assassination. In one of 
them,, neutron activation analysis 
(NAA) purportedly “matched" shards 
of metal taken from the wrist of Texas 
Governor John Connally to the “magic 
bullet” which, according to the Warren 
Ommiaskm, struck the President in 
the back, exiled his throat and con- 
tinued op to inflict five additional 
wounds to Governor Connally. The 
match-up, if true, substantiates the 
“vpOgic. bullet” theory and, with it, a 
key point in the lone assassin argu- 
ment. Photo analysis has also been run 
on several films of the assassination, 
including the famous 8mm “home 


W4/TS NEW TIMES S 


EXHIBIT, THIRTY-EIGHT 




621 


movie” taken by Abraham Zapruder, 
as well as another film shot by Orville 
Nix. The Nix film, according to some 
Warren Commission critics, revealed 
the presence of an assassin on the 
grassy knoll. But the committee’s anal- 
ysis shows no assassins. Finally, the 
committee summoned a panel of fo- 
rensic pathologists to examine the X- 
rays and photographs taken during 
Kennedy’s autopsy. The panel con- 
cluded that the President was struck 
twice from the rear: once in the back 
of the neck (by the bullet which al- 
legedly continued on to strike Connal- 
ly), and a second, fatal time in the top 
of the bead. 

The committee’s conclusions will 
have their critics. Already assassina- 
tion researchers, including some on 
the committee itself, have found 
things to question, such as: 

• The authenticity of the autopsy X- 
rays and photographs. 

• The credibility of the forensic pa- 
thologists. (A number of the doctors 
are personally and professionally 
affiliated with members of a controver- 
sial 1968 panel which studied the same 
materials and came to the same con- 
clusions. One of the committee’s path- 
ologists, Dr. Werner U. Spitz, the med- 
ical examiner of Wayne County, Mich- 
igan, is a friend of Commander James 
Humes, one of the three doctors who 
conducted the highly criticized autop- 
sy on the President. Spitz is also a 
figure of some infamy in his own right, 
having been chastised in 1976 by a spe- 
cial county task force for “improper 
and . . . morally reprehensible” ac- 
tions in performance of his official du- 
ties.) 

• The credibility of the as-yet- 
unrevealed NAA techniques. Similar 
tests were performed for the Warren 
Commission, which supressed the 
news that the analyses had ever been 
conducted (leading some to speculate 
that the results did not support the 
commission’s lone-assassin conclu- 
sion). Some of the committee’s tests 
were performed by Alfred P. Guinn, 
who also conducted some of the War- 
ren Commission’s NAA tests. 

• The intelligence connections of 
Itek Corporation, which briefed the 
committee on photoanalysis. Itek, 
whose briefings supported the Warren 
Commission’s conclusions, is headed 
by a former CIA agent and holds a 
number of contracts with government 
agencies, including the CIA. 

Complicating the committee’s tenta- 
tive lone-assassin conclusion are the 
recent findings of a respected Boston 
acoustics firm, commissioned by the 
committee to analyze interference-rid- 
den tapes of Dallas police transmis- 
sions. The firm found evidence of four 
or five shots — findings which, if true, 
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Chief counsel G. Robert Blakey: Low 
marks for the professor 

rule out Oswald as the lone assassin. 
The test results, leaked to the press in 
early August, have been dubbed 
“Blakey’s problem” by some staffers. 

As a result, the report itself will be 
considerably less than the full and final 
word on who killed Kennedy and King 
that it was intended to be. Many 
areas — notably Oswald’s motives and 
whether he was directed by others — 
will be left purposely amhiguous, to 
the considerable irritation of some 
present and former committee inves- 
tigators. “What they are going to put 
out,” says Alvin B: Lewis Jr., former 
acting chief counsel, “is a document 
that is safe and politically acceptable to 
the Congress.” 

The man overseeing the report — 
and every aspect of the investigation — 
is committee chief counsel G. Robert 
Blakey. He selected the witnesses, de- 
cided which leads to follow and which 
to ignore, picked the forensic panel, 
called on lick to' brief the committee, 
hired and fired the staff, and set its 
agenda. 

The ’’professor,” as Blakey prefers 
to be called, is, to ail appearances, the 
thoughtful soul of academe — quiet, 
deliberative, meticulous. His resume is 
impressive: four-year veteran of the 
organized crime and racketeering sec- 
tion of Robert Kennedy’s Justice De- 
partment; former chief counsel to the 
Senate Subcommittee on Criminal 
Laws and Procedures; principal con- 
sultant to President Johnson’s Com- 
mission on Law Enforcement and Ad- 
it-ministration of Justice; consultant to 
Time. Look and Life-, and director of 
Cornell University’s Institute on Or- 
ganized Crime. At the time of his 
appointment in June 1977, he seemed 
the perfect man for the job, an intel- 
| lectual cop, a man who knew the inner 


workings of crime. 

So. at least, went the reputation. But 
beneath the impressive credentialsand 
well-polished manners, a different 
Robert Blakey emerges — an ambitious 
academic on the make, apparently un- 
concerned with constitutional niceties 
or the accepted procedures of investi- 
gation. It was this Robert Blakey who 
helped draft the Nixon-backed S I, a 
bill that would have severely limited 
civil liberties. It was this same Robert 
Blakey who personally wrote the infa- 
mous Title III of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, 
which for the first time authorized 
court-approved wire-tapping and elec- 
tronic surveillance by law enforcement 
agencies. Not that Blakey ’s dedication 
to the war on crime was total. On at 
least one occasion he allied himself 
with rather peculiar company: Rancho 
La Costa, a multimillion dollar San 
Diego resort financed with Teamster 
pension fund money, and the subject, 
since its opening 1 3 years ago, of nu- 
merous investigations. One of those 
investigations was conducted by two 
freelance reporters, Jeff Gerth and Lo- 
well Bergman, on assignment for Pent- 
house. As a result of their March 1975 
ankle, I .a Costa sued the magazine for 
$630 million, one of the largest lihel 
suits in history. In the initial court pro- 
ceedings. the resort and its co- 
plaintiffs produced a host of character 
affidavits, including one provided by 
none other than G. Robert Blakey, 
who, while conceding ignorance of the 
truth of Penthouse's charges, branded 
the article “reckless in the extreme." 

Another cause for worry is Blakey’s 
association with people who were po- 
tential witnesses before his own com- 
mittee. During his days as a major con- 
sultant to the President’s Commission 
on Law Enforcement in the mid-six- 
ties, for instance, Blakey served closely 
with four men connected to the origi- 
nal investigation of John Kennedy’s 
murder: Nicholas Katzenbach, who, as 
deputy attorney general in 1964, ap- 
plied severe and 4s yet unexplained 
pressure on the Warren Commission 
to immediately endorse, prior to inde- 
pendent investigation, the notion that 
Oswald acted alone; Leon jaworski, 
special counsel to the Warren Com- 
mission and the man charged with in- 
vestigating whether Oswald had any 
ties to US. intelligence (Jaworski 
found none; three years later, it was 
disclosed that a foundation of which 
Jaworski was a trustee was a secret con- 
duit for CIA funds); Robert G. Storey, 
another special counsel to the Warren 
Commission; and Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Lewis F. Powell, who, as president- 
elect of the American Bar Association, 
was named by the ABA as a legal ob- 
server to the Warren Commission to 
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protect Oswald’s rights, and instead 
spent much of his time devising ways 
to disbar commission critic Mark Lane. 

All the same, committee investiga- 
tors were more than willing to give 
Blakey a chance. After the conten- 
tiousness under Sprague and Gon- 
zalez, the committee finally seemed to 
l>e gelling down to business. Even 
Blakey’s opening remark at his first 
news conference — ' "there will not be 
any more news conferences'*— seemed 
to l>e a marl' of serious purpose. 

They soon discovered, though, that 
Blakey’s style of investigation was most 
peculiar. He exhibited, for instance, a 
positive obsession with secrecy. Soon 
after his arrival, all staff members were 
required to sign a “non-disclosure 
agreement" that prohibited any out- 
side discussions relating to committee 
operations and compelled reporting 
any such inquiries to the committee. 
Failure to do so could bring a $5,000 
fine, dismissal, disqualification from 
future congressional employment and 
possible criminal prosecution. Ten 
prominent critics of the Warren Com- 
mission whom Blakey quietly invited 
to Washington for a discussion of the 
case last September were also required 
to sign the agreements, even though 
Blakey revealed nothing of substance. 
Later, Blakey instructed the staff to 
have no contact with critics without his 
specific, personal authorization. By 
then, the press had been barred as 
well, since, in one of his first official 
acts, Blakey had closed the press office. 
Even the aides of l lie members of the 
committee were cut off from reviewing 
the progress of the investigation. So 
great was Blakey's compulsion tor 
secrecy that he ordered copies of the 
contracts of all consultants withheld 
from the House Administration Com- 
mittee — a move virtually unprecedent- 
ed in congressional history. 

By contrast, Blakey was oddly trust- 
ing of the FBI and the CIA, agencies 
which, in the minds of many, are 
themselves under suspicion. Dismiss- 
ing such concerns, and a preliminary 
report of the committee (which had 
questioned both the CIA’s and FBI’s 
handling of the Kennedy case), Blakey 
established a co/.y relationship with the 
Bureau and the Agency. Before ex- 
amining any classified CIA files, com- 
mittee investigators had to sign a CIA 
secrecy oath similar to that signed by 
agency critic Frank Snepp and all oth- 
er CIA personnel. Any notes made 
from CIA documents were subject to 
Agency clearance. And, in a burst of 
startling beneficence, Blalcey agreed to 
let the CIA review the final report of 
the committee before it was released to 
Congress and the public. Blakey’s all- 
too-willing accession to intelligence 
procedure flabbergasted his own staff 


and others familiar with the commit- 
tee’s work, among them Richard 
Sprague. Asked Sprague: “What’s the 
point of getting material in the first 
place, if they are going to control who 
sees it and what we can do with it?” In 
return for the committee’s coopera- 
tion, the intelligence agencies prom- 
ised unlimited access to their files, but 
have continued to stall and on at least 


"What they are going 
to put out," says the 
former acting chief 
counsel, "is a document 
that is safe and 
politically acceptable" 


one occasion, the CIA was caught 
lying about the existence of files. 

What troubled investigators far 
more, though, was Blakey's dogged 
narrowing of the focus of their prob- 
ing. Soon after his arrival, Blakey lec- 
tured the assembled staff on the im- 
portance of limiting objectives and lat- 
er divided them into five separate task 
forces, with sharply defined areas of 
responsibility. Where once Sprague 
had talked of an “open-ended investi- 
gation” lasting live years or more, 
Blakey now instructed his people to 
have the case wrapped up by the end 
of the year. Those who quarreled with 
the new diicction of the investigation 
soon found themselves unemployed. 
One of the first to go was Kevin Walsh, 
a researcher, and uncommon among 
the staff in that he had actually studied 
the Kennedy case before being hired. 
But Walsh was known to have friends 
among Warren Commission critics, 
and, within a few months, Blakey re- 
quested his resignation for what was 
termed “poor work hahits.” Donovan 
Cay, the committee’s chief of research, 
was squeezed out following a series of 
disagreements with Blakey and the 
gradual diminution of his access to 
classified d<x:umems. Another re- 
searcher, Colleen Boland, was fired 
without explanation. She promptly 
sued the committee, and, in an ironic 
turnabout, retained as counsel two 
of Blakey’s predecessors, Richard 
Sprague and Alvin Lewis. And, within 
the past six weeks, Blakey himself has 
discharged 28 staffers — 24 of them in- 
vestigators — on grounds that the com- 
mittee was running out of money. 
Blalcey would be in a position to know. 
Last February, he returned $425,000 of 
the committee’s budget to Congress, 
saying that the funds were not needed. 


By far the most explosive departure, 
though — and the one which says the 
most about the committee’s work- 
ings — was the resignation of Robert J. 
Lehner. Lehner, a former Manhattan 
assistant district attorney and chief 
deputy counsel in charge of the King 
investigation, had, during the hrief 
regime of Richard Sprague, developed 
a good working relationship with 
James Earl Ray, and was pursuing a 
number of leads Ray and others had 
provided him. Certainly, there were 
leads aplenty in the killing of Martin 
Luther King. Who, if anyone, was the 
mysterious “Raoul” whom Ray claimed 
had framed him? What was the source 
of Ray’s apparently limitless funding? 
How did he manage to come by forged 
passports and identity papers? Why 
had the Memphis police department 
“stripped” King of protection shortly 
before his assassination? To what 
lengths was the FBI willing to go to 
“get” King? It was these and many 
other questions that Lehner and his in- 
vestigative task force were trying to an- 
swer — to the considerable discomfort 
of G. Robert Blakey. According to 
committee sources, Blakey insisted on 
a far narrower and neater inquiry, lim- 
ited essentially to James Earl Ray, the 
members of his immediate family and 
J.B. Stoner, head of the racist National 
States Rights Party. A confrontation 
ensued. Ultimately, Lehner took his 
case to the full committee, which pro- 
ceeded to split into two opposing fac- 
tions. Black congressional support, 
which might have been expected for 
Lehner, mysteriously failed to materi- 
alize,- even as rumors circulated of FBI 
tapes which, if disclosed, would prove 
embarrassing to several of King's for- 
mer key associates. In any event, 
Blakey carried the day by issuing a 
“him or me” ultimatum. At that point, 
Lehner stepped aside. “The commit- 
tee would never have survived if 
Blakey quit,” one congressional aide 
said later. “You’ve got to remember, 
this committee is walking on egg 
shells.” ^ 

Lehner’s resignation brought a ma- 
jor shift of focus in the King investiga- 
tion. Ray, who had been cooperating, 
suddenly turned sullen. His family be- 
gan to feel pressure from Blakey. 
Their financial records were sub- 
poenaed, and Ray’s brothers and sis- 
ter soon felt more like suspects than 
witnesses. Citing possible conflict of in- 
terest, the committee refused to allow 
Jerry Ray to retain Mark Lane (who is 
also representing James Earl) as coun- 
sel, at the same time ominously warn- 
ing Jerry that he would be wise to se- 
cure another lawyer. (He eventually 
represented himself.) Ray's sister. Car- 
ol Pepper, was likewise refused per- 
mission to retain the lawyer of her 
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choice, Jim Lesar, a specialist on the 
King case who had once represented 
James Earl. (She managed to keep him 
only after the committee backed away 
from a showdown.) The committee re- 
fused requests by the Ray brothers and 
Carol Pepper that their testimony be 
taken in open session, and shortly af- 
ter his closed-door testimony, John 
Ray found himself back behind bars, 
his parole revoked at the request of 
Blakey, who had accused him of possi- 
ble perjury. 

But the most self-destructive strata- 
gem allegedly involved subornation of 
[jerjury, receipt of stolen property and 
the monitoring and tape-recording of 
phone calls by an undercover agent, 
reportedly in the employ of the com- 
mittee. 

The agent's name was Oliver Patter- 
son, a self-identified former informer 
for the FBI. According to Mark Lane, 
Patterson, along with committee inves- 
tigators “and their agents," stole copies 
of letters between the Ray hrothers, 
monitored and tape-recorded tele- 
phone conversations with them, and, 
in one particularly sleazy bit of busi- 
ness, were instructed todisclose scurril- 
lous information to the New Pork 
Times about Lane’s sex life. Blakey, ob- 
viously shaken by Lane’s charges, 
which came on the eve of the hearings, 
called them “serious" and promised to 
investigate. 

True or not, Lane's allegations, 
along with Blakey's own behavior, are 
bound to cast a pall on the hearings, 
which are scheduled to last another six 
weeks or more. Blakey has been count- 
ing on the hearings to go well, and 
weeks before they started, he report- 
edly was calling the executives of the 
various television networks, urging 
them to provide coverage. It is his mo- 
ment in the spotlight, and he has re- 
hearsed it carefully. A lot is riding on 
these hearings for G. Robert Blakey. 
More than one source who has come :n 
contact with him lately gets the impres- 
sion that, when the investigation is 
wrapped up, he would very much like 
a senior job in the Justice Department. 
A good performance could be a step- 
ping stone. 

What the hearings will do for the es- 
tablishment of truth is something else. 
So poisoned has the atmosphere be- 
come from months of bitterness that 
whatever conclusions the committee 
comes up with will he suspect. And 
that is sad — for whatever its sins and 
omissions, the committee’s field inves- 
tigators have uncovered much that was 
never known about both murders. 
One source talks wistfully about "doz- 
ens of leads" into a possible conspiracy 
to kill Kennedy — leads which, like so 
much about the Kennedy and King 
murders, will now go aglimmering. • 


ADDENDUM & ERRATUM 


Kucinich Beats The Odds, When last 
we reported on the fortunes of Dennis 
Kucinich, Cleveland’s embattled may- 
or faced a recall election and seemed 
headed out the door. He had angered 
voters with a series of strange moves, 
such as firing a police chief he had 
appointed only 100 days earlier. 
(“Dennis, the Menacing Mayor of 
Cleveland," NT. 5/1/78) 

Well, Cleveland will have Dennis 
Kucinich to kick around a while long- 
er. He survived the August 13 recall 
election by a slender 275 votes (out of 
more than 120,000 ballots cast) — and 
then grandly proclaimed his squeaker 
“a victory for those poor and working 
people who knew they had a govern- 
ment they could call their own." 

Accidental Anonymity. We owe Jeff 
Wheelwright an apology. He wrote the 
story “Let T hem Eat Heptachlor” that 
appeared last issue as a sidebar to the 
feature on diatomaceous earth. We 
won’t forget to pay Wheelwright, but 
we did forget to print his byline. 

Meanwhile, In ' The Atlantic . . . 

While Dennis Kucinich was van- 
quishing his opponents, Diana Nyad 
was losing to hers: a choppy sea, sting- 
ing jellyfish and a mysterious swelling 
of her lips and tongue. She had set off 
from Ortejaso, Cuba, on August 13, 
hoping to complete the difficult swim 
to Florida in about 65 hours (“Diana 
Nyad’s Magnificent Obsession,” NT, 
6/26/78). But two days later an ex- 
hausted and discouraged Nyad had to 
give up, 85 miles short of Key West. 



Kids and Angel Dust. In his story 
“Angel Death" (NT, 3/20/78), Peter 
Koper reported on the danger* o r 
PCP, a drug sold on the streets under a 
variety of names (Angel Dust, Parsley, 
Killer Weed. Rocket Fuel, Goon, etc,). 


Koper also reported that the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), the 
federal agency responsible for drug 
treatment and research, “has been 
asleep at the wheel” when it comes to 
studying the use of PCP. 

Now N IDA may be waking up; it has 
just released startling figures on PCP 
use among the young. NIDA estimates 
that 14 percent of Americans between 
the ages of 18 and 25 have used PCP 
once or more, and that usage in that 
age group increased by 46 percent 
from 1976to 1977. 

Over the same period, PCP use 
among 12- to 17-year-olds doubled. 
“That’s a large enough increase that 
it’s not just a statistical artifact," says 
Dr. Robert C. Petersen, assistant direc- 
tor of N IDA's research division. “I 
can't say that LSD use never doubled 
in a year, but I doubt it. But if it had, it 
would not have occurred in the group 
of very young kids." 

Rolling Thunder. Last summer we 
told you of the joys and hazards of 
skateboarding (“Skateboard Fever!" 
NT, 7/22/77). Now there’s more to re- 
port — on the hazards, at least. The last 
year has seen an enormous, if predict- 
able, rise in the number of injuries as- 
sociated with skateboards; The Nation- 
al Injury Information Clearinghouse 
estimates that 140.070 skateboard- 
related injuries occurred in 1977, 
compared with 27,522 in 1975 and 
only 3,682 in 1973. All of this has 
moved skateboards into 7th place on 
the Consumer Product Hazard List, 
up from 18th place last year. (Bicycles 
head the list, followed, Gerald Ford 
might be relieved to hear, by stairs.) 

How Rapists Avoid Jail. In “The 
Berkeley Rapist" (NT, 5/18/78), Lacey 
Fosburgh wrote that there were more 
than 56,000 reported cases of rape in 
1976, with experts predicting that 
figures for 1977 would show a 10- per- 
cent increase. Now there is a study es- 
timating that those 56,000 cases repre- 
sent only about 22 percent of the 
250,000 rapes committed in the U.S. 
eveiTyear. 

The two-year study, sponsored by 
the Law Enforcement Assistance Ad- 
ministration, also reports that arrests 
occur in only 25 percent of the cases 
where rape is reported; that only one 
complaint in 60 results in a conviction; 
and that prosecutors are hesitant to 
file rape charges because the low con- 
viction rate means such cases are “not 
good for one’s career." • 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES 
Monday, March 17, 1969 
p. 23 


RAY JUDGE SAYS TRUTH IS HIDDEN 

Doubts if Trial Would Have Produced the : Answer alM^ 


MEMPHIS. March 16 (AP) — Judge! W. ' Preston Battle said 
today he believed the full truth still- was not known about 
James Earl Ray and the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King. 


The judge, in whose court Ray pleaded guilty^ to the 
slaying of Dr. King and where the case would have^been heard 
had it gone to trial, said he, like many other Americans, 
remained puzzled about several unanswered questions. 


But he said in an interview that he was convinced that a 
trial would not have produced the answers 

"Like others, I would truly like to know how Ray actually 
found the spot from which to fire", he said. "How did Ray 
know where the Rev. King would be? How did he determine the 
type of weapon to be used? What are the details of the 
actual purchase and selection of. the weapon? Was he alone in 
surveillance of the Lorraine Motel? " 

"Most puzzling of all is his escape* from Memphis. To me, 
it seems miraculous that he was able to flee to Atlanta despite 
the all-points bulletin without' his white Mustang being spotted 
on a highway." 

Dr. King was shot to death April 4 as he stood on the 
balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. The killer was 
reported to have fled in a white Mustang. 


The judge said there was much speculation about possible 
answers, but nothing based on fact and evidence. "I*d like the 
full proof", Judge Battle said.* "And as I said on March 10 
when the agreement was reached to permit Ray to change his plea 
to guilty, there is no end to our interest or 'to*' the law's 
responsibility and determination. If any evidence woulcf arise 
that would point to a co-conspirator, that person will be 
pursued and treated as though he also had his finger on the 
trigger. ■ ‘ 

"There has been much talk of a conspiracy, but no one's 
saying so has yet produced a single shred of evidence or named 
an associate or conspirator." 




y (continued) 
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(sub-headline) Allowed to Change Plea 



With these questions puzzling him, why did^udge Battle 
concur in the agreement between the defense and prosecution 
to allow Ray to change his plea and take a*99-yfc£-X sentence? 
Ray could have been sentenced to death if he had > been . found 
guilty. ,■ 7 -SVV ■■ 


" I was convinced then and am convinced now that the trial 
would~have muddied our understanding of ■ the substantial " 
evidence" which established ^La y ^as the killer 11 . Judge Ba m e 
sard. r_ 


"It is an error to assume that the prosecution would have 
had a chance to cross-examine Ray about his finances, or how 
he escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary, or about 
persons who gave him any aid before or after the slaying of 
Dr. King. - v . 

"That assumes Ray would have taken the stand. I doubt 
very seriously that defense counsel would have risked placing 
Ray in such a position. In fact, as I understand it, this 
all along has been one of the main problems between Ray and 
various men who have acted for the defense. They counseled 
^against it, and he kept wanting to take the risk. , 

"Suppose he had taken the stand, the public should under- 
stand that this would not have guaranteed that this would 
have cast light upon these puzzling questions. In an adversary 
proceedings, each side tries to make the best case, and so 
some things might be exaggerated, some minimized or obscured." 


The judge could have refused to accept the joint defense- 
prosecution agreement. 


"It was entirely in my power to do so", Judge Battle said. 
"But my conscience told me that it better served the end of 
justice to accept the agreement." 

Judge Battle said he thought that some of the unanswered 
questions ultimately would be answered by Ray. He said he 
thought that Ray had enjoyed the notoriety , and would .period- 
ically explain various details of the crime. * : ^ 

The judge was taken aback by some of the public response 
to the proceedings of March 10 at which the plea and punish- 
ment agreement was made official. 

* * * * * * * * * * * '■ * 



AFFIDAVIT 


STATS OF TENNESSEE ) 

) ss; 

COUNTY OF SHELBY ) 

I, Charles Quitman Stephens, being duly sworn, depose 
and say: _■ 

1. I am 46 years old and right now I have no fixed 
address. From March of 1967 until June of 1968, I lived at 
422$ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. On April 4,* 1968, 

my common-law wife and I were living there in Apartment 6-B. 

/ 

The floor plan attached hereto and marked Exhibit I, the 
original of which I have signed, is a good likeness of the 
relationship of the rooms on the second floor, which was my 
floor . 

2. Mrs. Bessie Brewer was the resident manager of 

the rooming house. At about 4:00 p.m., or a little later, on 

* * 

April 4, 1968, I thought I heard Mrs. Brewer's voice in the 
hall and I went out of my apartment to speak to her about the 
hot -water heater I had been working on.. From the banister of 
the back stairs near my apartment door I saw her and a man 
standing in the hallway near the entrance to Room 5-B, which 
is just down the hall from my bedroom. I did not recognize 
the man with Mrs. Brewer and I assumed he was a new guest 
looking at the room. The man was looking into the room near 
the doorway and I got a glimpse at him from his left side. I 
have marked on the diagram the letter "A” where the man was 
standing, the letter "B" where Mrs. Brewer was standing, and 
the letter "X” where I was standing. 

3. On April 24, 1968, I looked at FBI Wanted Flyer 
442-A, and I identified the profile photograph on the left as 
■looking very much like the man I saw looking at Room 5— B on 
the afternoon of April 4, 1968. A duplicate of that Wanted 
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Flyer, which i have signed, is attached and identified as 
Exhibit II. I now re-examine the photograph and reaffirm 
that identification, i also now examine another profile 
photograph, which appears to be a smaller copy of the one in 
the Flyer, and affirm that it looks very much like the man I 
saw looking at Room 5-B on the afternoon of April 4, 1968. 

This photograph is attached and identified as Exhibit III, 
and I have signed it. The pointed nose and chin are the. 
principal features that stand out in my identification of the 
man pictured in Exhibit III as the man I saw with Mrs. Brewer 
looking into Room 5-B on April 4, 1968. 

4. My wife and I spent the rest of the afternoon 
in our apartment. I am a disabled war veteran who has been 
treated for tuberculosis and spent most of my time in my 
bedroom. My wife was also ill and was at that time a bed 
patient. 

5. After seeing the strange man with Mrs. Brewer, 

I heard someone in Room 5-B and assumed the man I had seen 
had rented the room next door. Several times that afternoon 
I heard footsteps in Room 5-B, and two or three times i heard 

V 

footsteps leaving Room 5-B and going past my room and into the 
common bathroom at the end of the hall. The first couple of 
times the person from 5-B went to the bath he did not stay 
but a few minutes and once I heard the toilet flush. Each 
time I heard footsteps going back to Room 5-B. About the third 
time I heard footsteps from Room 5-B to the bathroom the person 
stayed what seemed like a long time. It seemed like a long 
time because while he was in there I wanted to use the toilet. 

6. While this person was in there so long, Mr. 

Willie Anschutz, who lived in Room 4-B, knocked on my door 
and asked who the hell was staying in the bathroom so long. 

I opened my door and told him I didn't know, and b* went back 
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7. Toward the end of the afternoon, sometime between 
5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., I was in ray kitchen working on a small 
radio when I heard a shot. I have placed £ double M XX ,f mark 

on the floor plan. Exhibit I, to show where I was when I 
heard the shot. I could tell that it came from the bathroom 
because it was very loud and the partition between my kitchen 
and the bathroom is thin plyboard. 

8. I had not heard footsteps going back to Room 5-B 
between the time the person went in for so long and the time 1 
heard the shot. 

9. Right after the shot^JC heard through a broken 
pane in my kitchen window a lot of voices yelling and hollering 
across the street. from my building near the Lorraine Motel. I 
looked out ray window toward the noise and I saw a lot of people 
milling around near the motel. Then I went to my door and 
opened it. I would say that about a minute, not more, passed 
between my hearing the shot and when I opened the door. First, 

I looked toward the bathroom and I saw that the door was open 
and it was empty. Then I went to the banister and looked the 
other way.. When I did, I saw a man running near the end of the 
hallway. I have put an "O" mark on the floor plan. Exhibit I, 

T „ 

to show about where he was when I saw him. He was carrying a 
bundle in his right hand. From what I could see, the bundle 
was at least three or four feet long and six or eight inches 
thick. The bundle appeared to be wrapped in what looked like 
newspaper. The man turned left toward the stairs when he 
reached the end of the hallway. Although I did not get a 
long look at him before tie turned left, I think it was the same 
man I saw earlier with Mrs. Brewer looking at Room 5-B. The man 
running down the hall had on a dark suit, the same as the man 


I saw earlier. 
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10. Then I went back to my kitchen window. This 


time I saw a lot of people and policemen at the Lorraine Motel. 
A policeman near the embankment behind ray building yelled at 
me to get away from the window, so I sat ’down in my bedroom. 



W7 LLOYD/jqHNSON 
Clerk, United States 
District Court for the 
Western District of Tennessee, 
U. S. A. 


I hereby certify that this and the attached three 


pages and the attached documents identified as Exhibits 1, 11, 
and III comprise the original affidavit of Charles Quitman 
Stephens executed, sworn to, and subscribed before me this 
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James H . Lesar ' 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

BIO SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W. SUITS (Oft 
WASHINGTON, D. C. XOOO0 

Telephone (202) IUSM7 



‘‘i 978 


Mr. James Earl Ray 
No. 65477 

Brushy Mountain Prison 
Petros, Tennessee 37845 


Dear Jimmy: 

In accordance with your request, I am enclosing the 
following documents: 


1. "The 20.000 Huie papers." 

Although Huie claimed he got 20,000 words from you in 
your own hand, he never produced anything which even approaches 
this volume. From your previous letters I believe what you want 
is the documents you got from Hill several years ago, which in- 
cludes your writings to Huie as well as some other materials. These 
documents were part of the court record in your suit against Huie, 
Hanes, and Foreman. I am sending you documents bearing exhibit 
letters A through B, D through Z, and AA through BB. Exhibit C is 
missing and I have not yet been able to locate it. I seem to 
recall that there was also an Exhibit CC. I will continue to 
look for both of them. 


2. "The two documents I wrote in longhand shortly after 
the guilty plea dismissing Foreman and asking for a motion for 
a new trial — this was where I referred to Foreman as 1 Foref lusher . ' " 


Enclosed are copies of your two letters to Judge Battle dated 
March 13 and March 26, 1969. 


^ 3. "Copies of Charles Stephens statements' — I think you 

have two." I am enclosing a copy of Stephens' June 13, 1968 
affidavit which Harold Weisberg obtained as a result of his Freedom 
of Information Act suit for the extradition documents. I believe 
this is what you were referring to. 


My best regards. 


Sincerely yours 



James H. Lesar 


yours y* 


cc : Mark Lane 


EXHIBIT, FORTY— A 




BNO-Ajan? ‘jotito 



